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T H E BOOK OF THE DEA D .

THE T ITLE.

BOOK OF THE DEAD is the title now commonly given to the

great collection of funerary texts wh ich the ancient Egyptian
scribes composed for the benefit of the dead . These consist of

spells and incantations, hymns and l itanies, magical formulae
and names, words of power and prayers, and they ar e found
cu t or painted on walls of pyramids and tombs

,
and painted

on co ffins and sarcophagi and ro lls of papyri . The t itle Book
of the Dead is somewhat unsatisfactory and misleading , for
the text s neither form a connected work nor be long to one

period they are miscellaneous in character
,
and tell us nothing

about the l ives and works of the dead with whom they were
buried . Moreover , the Egypt ians posse ssed many funerary
works that might rightly be called Books of the Dead ,

” but

none of them bore a name that could be translated by the title
Book of the Dead .

” This title was given to the great collec

tion of funerary texts in the first quarter of the nineteenth

century by the pioneer Egyptologists, who posse ssed no exact
knowledge of their contents . They were familiar with the ro lls
of papyrus inscribed in the hieroglyphic and the hieratic
character

,
for copies of severa l had been published ,

1 but the
texts in them were short and fragmentary . The publication of

the Facsim ile 2 of the Papyrus of Peta -f
'

\men- neb- nest- taui 3 by

See journa l dc Tr évou x, "une , 1 704 ; Caylus, Antiq. Egypt ,
tom . 1 , pla te 2 1 Denon ,

Tr avels,
plates 1 36 and 1 3 7 and Descr iption

.dc z
'

é gypze , tom . 1 1 , plate 64 a.

Copie Figu r/e d
'

u n Rou leau dc Papyr us from)" d Thebes dans un

"ambeau des Rois. Par is, X I I I— 1 805 . This papyr us is near ly 30 feet
in length andwas brought toStrassbur g by a paymaster in Napoleon '

s

A rmy in Egypt called Poussielgue ,
whosold it toM . Cadet .

”Ma .
wfi i mflw

’

fi
’
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M . Cadet in 1 805 made a long hieroglyphic text and numerous

coloured vignettes available for study , and the French Egypto

logists described it as a copy of the Ritue l Funéraire of the

ancient Egyptians . Among these was Champoll ion le Jeune ,
but later

,
on his re turn from Egypt

,
he and others called it

Le Livre des Morts
,

” The Book of the Dead
,

”
DasTodten

buch
,
etc . These titles are merely translations of the name

given by the Egyptian tomb - robbers to every roll of inscribed

papyrus which they found with mummies
,
namely, Kitab

al -Mayyit
,

” Book of the dead man
,

” or Kitab al -Mayyitun,

Book of the dead (plan ). These men knew nothing of the

contents of such a ro ll
,
and all they meant to say was that it

was a dead man’s book
,

” and that it was found in his coffin

with h im.

I I .

THE PRESERVATION OF THE MUMM IFIED BODY IN THE TOMB

B" THOTH .

The obj ects found in the graves of the predynastic Egyptians
,

i.a.
,
vessels of food

,
flint knives and other weapons

,
etc .

,
prove

that these early dwellers in the Nile Val ley be lieved in some

kind of a future existence . But as the art of writingwas
unknown to them their graves contain no inscriptions, and we

can only infer fr om texts of the dynastic period what their ideas

about the Other World were . It is clear that they did not

consider it of great importance to preserve the dead body in as

complete and perfect state as possible
,
for in many of their

graves the heads
,
hands and feet have been found severed from

the trunks and lying at some distance from them . On the other

hand
,
the dynastic Egyptians

,
either as the result of a difference

in religious belief
,
or under the influence of invaders who had

settled in their country
,
attached supreme importance to the

preservation and integrity of the dead body
,
and they adopted

every means known to them to prevent its dismemberment and

decay . They cleansed it and embalmed it with drugs, spices and

balsams ; they anointed it with aromatic oils and preservative

fluids they swathed it in hundreds of yards of linen bandages

and then they sealed it up in a coffin or sarcophagu s, which they

laid in a chamber hewn in the bowels of the mountain . Al l
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these things were done to protect the physical body against

damp, dry rot and decay, and against the attacks of moth ,

beetles, worms and wild animals . But these were not the only

enemies of the dead aga inst which precautions had to be taken
,

for both the mumm ified body and the Spiritual e lements which

had inhabited it upon earth had to be protected from a multitude

of devils and fiends
,
and from the powers of darkness generally .

These powers of evil had hideous and terrifying Shapes and forms
,

and their haunts were wel l known
,
for they infested the region

through which the road of the dead lay when passing from

th is world to the Kingdom of Osiris . The “ great gods were

afraid of them , and were obliged to protect themselves by the
use of Spells and magica l names, and words of power , which were

composed andwr itten down by Thoth .

In fact it was be lieved in very early
times in Egypt that Ra the Sun-god

owed his continued existence to the

possession of a secret name with which

Thoth had provided him . And each

morning the rising sun was menaced

by a fearfu l monster called Aapep,

D D
with , wh ich lay hidden under the.

place of sunrise waiting to swallow up

the solar disk. I t was impossible
,

even for the Sun-

god ,
to destroy this

Great Devil ,
” but by reciting each The spewing of

mom ing the powerfu l Spe ll with which
mm ": mqm g naw-Am .)

Thoth had provided him hewas able to paralyse all Aapep’s
limbs and to rise upon th is world . Since then the great gods

,

”

even though benevolently disposed towards them ,
were not able

to deliver the dead from the devils that lived upon the bodies
,

souls , Spirits, shadows and hearts of the dead ,
the Egyptians

decided to invoke the aid of Thoth on beha lf of their dead and
to place them under the protection of his almighty spel ls .
Inspired by Thoth the theo logiansof ancient Egypt composed
a

,

large number of funerary texts which were certainly in
general use under the IVth dynasty (about 3700 andwere probably well known under the Ist dynasty, and through
out the whole per iod of dynastic historyThoth was regarded
as the au thor of the Book of the Dead .

"
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THE BOOK PER- T EM HRU
,
OR "THE CHAPTERS OF] COM ING

FORTH B" (OR, INTO) THE DA" , COMMONLY CALLED

THE
“ BOOK OF THE DEAD .

”

The spells and other texts which were written by Thoth for

the benefi t of the dead ,
and ar e

’

directly connected with him ,

were called
,
according to documents written under the KIth

and XVI I Ith dynasties,
“ Chapters of the Coming Forth by

(or, into) the Day ,

”
o

nm m o
S

k
it]
0 E l

9
. One rubric

in the Papyrus of Nu (Brit . Mus . No . 1 0477 )) States that the text
of the work called PER-T EM HKU

,
13.e.

, Coming Forth (or,
into ) the Day,

” was discovered by a high offi cial In the tounda

tions of a shrine of the god Hennu during the reign of Semti,
or Hesepti, a king of the Ist dynasty . Another . rubric in the

same papyrus says that the text was cut upon
'

the alabaster

plinth of a statue of Menkaura (Mycerinus), a king of the

IVth dynasty,
and that the letters were inlaid with lapis laz u l i .

The plinth was found by Prince Herutataf, E Q
son of King Khufu (Cheops), who carried it off to his king and

exh ibited it as a most wonderfu l ” thing . This composition

was greatly reverenced , for it wou ld make a man victorious

upon earth and in the Other World it wou ld ensure h im a

safe and free passage through the Tuat (Under World) ; it

wou ld allow him to go in and to go out , and to take at any

time any form he pleased it would make his sou l to flourish
,

and would prevent him from dying the "second] death .

” For

the deceased to receive the full benefit of this text it had to be

recited by a man who was ceremonially pure
,
and who had

not eaten fish or meat
,
and had not consorted with women .

On coffins of the K Ith dynasty and on papyri of the XVI I Ith
dynasty we

“

find two versions of the PER-T EM HEU,
one long

and one short . As the title of the shorter version states that ‘

it isthe Chapters of the PER-T EM HRU in a single chapter
,

” it

is clear that this work, even under the IVth dynasty, contained
many Chapters,

” and that a much abbreviated form of the
work was also current at the same period . The rubric that

attributesthe finding of the Chapter to Herutataf associates



- THE BOOK OF THE DEAD. 5

it with Khemenu ,
i.a.

,
Hermopolis

,
and indicates that Thoth ,

the god of this city
,
was its author .

The work PER- T EM HRU received many additions in the

course of centu ries , and at length ,
under the XVI I Ith dynasty

,

it contained about 1 90 distinct compositions, or Chapters .”

The origina l forms of many of these a re to be found in the
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THE DEAD .

Pyramid Texts th e funerary compositions ou t on the

walls of the chambers and
,
cor r idors of the pyramids of Kings

Unas
,
Teta

,
Pepi I Meri -Ré

,
Merenra and Pepi II at Sakkar ah ),

which were written under the Vth and V Ith dynasties . The

forms which many other
'

chapters had under the K Ith and

XI Ith dynasties are well represented by the texts painted on
the coffins of Amamu

, Sen ,
and Gu atep in the British Museum

(Nos . 6654 , 30839,
but it is possible that both these and

the so- call ed Pyramid Texts all belonged to the work PER- T

EM HRU
,
and are extracts from it . The Pyramid Texts ” h ave

no illustrations
,
but a few of the texts on the coffi ns of the

K Ith and XI Ith dynasties have coloured vignettes
,
e.g.

,
those

which refer to the region to be traversed by the deceased on

his way to the Other World
,
and the Islands of the Blessed or

the Elysian Fields . On the upper margins of the insides of such

coffins there are frequently given two or more rows of coloured

drawings of the offerings which under the Vth dynasty were

presented to the deceased or his statue during the celebration
of the service of Opening the Mouth and the performance

of the ceremonies of “ The Liturgy of Funerary Offerings .”

Under the XVI I Ith dynasty
,
when the use of large rectangular

coffins and sarcophagi fell somewhat into disuse
,
the scribes

began to write collections of Chapters from the PER- T EM HRU

on roll s of papyri instead of on coffins . At first the texts were

written in hieroglyphs
,
the greater number of them being in

black ink
,
and an attempt was made to illustrate each text by a

w

vignette drawn in black outline . The finest known example of

such a codex is the Papyrus of Nebseni (Brit . Mus. NO .

which is 77 feet 73 inches in length and I foot Té inches in

breadth . Early in the XVI I Ith dynasty scribes began to write

the titles of the Chapters
,
the rubrics

,
and the catchwords in

red ink and the text in black
,
and it became customary to

decorate the vignettes with colours, and to increase their Siz e
'

and number . The oldest codex of this class is the Papyrus of
’

Nu (Brit . Mus . No. 1 0477 ) which is 65 feet 3% inches in length ,
and I foot 1 5 inches in breadth . This and many other rolls

‘

were written by their owners for their own tombs
,
and in each

roll both text and vignettes were usually the work of the same
hand . Later

,
however

,
the scribe wrote the text only, and a

skilled artist was employed to add the coloured vignettes
,
fo r
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which Spaces were marked out and left blank by the scribe
.

The finest example . of this class of roll is the Papyrus

Vignette and text of the Theban Book of the V ignette and text of the Theban Book of the
Dead from the PapyrusofNu . Dead from the PapyrusofA ni.

"Brit. Mus , No. XV I I Ith dynasty "B rit. Mus. , No. 1 0470 ] XV I I I th dynasty.

(Brit . Mus , No . which is 78 feet in length and 1 foot

3 inches in breadth . In all papyri of this class the text is
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written in hieroglyphs , but under the: X IX th and following

dynasties many papyii are written throughout in the hieratic

character these usually
.
lack

vignettes,
‘

but have coloured

frontispieces.

Under the rule of the
,

High

Priests of Amen many changes
were introduced into the contents
of the papyr i

,
and the arrangement

of the texts and vignettes of the
PER- T EM HRUwas altered . The

great confraternity of Amen—Ré
,

the King of the Gods
,
felt it to

be necessary to emphasi z e the

supremacy of their god
,
even in

the Kingdom of Osiris
,
and they

added many prayers
,
litanies and

hymns to the Sun- god to every

selection of the texts . from the

PER- T EM HRU that was copied

on a roll of papyrus for funerary

purposes . The greater number of

the rolls of this period are short

and contain only a few Chapters
,

e .g.
,
the Papyrus of the Royal

Mother Netchemet (Brit . Mus .

No . 1 054 1 ) and the Papyrus of

Queen Netchemet (Brit . Mus .

No . In some the text

is very defective and carelessly

wr itten
,
but the coloured vignettes

are remarkable for their Siz e and

beauty ; of this class of roll the

finest example is the Papyrus of

V ignette and Chapter of the Book A nhal (B f lt. NIUS ‘ NO “ I O472 )‘
of the Deadwritten in hie ratic The most interesting Of all the rolls
for H e ru - em -heb.

"B r it. Mus , No. that were wr itten during the rule
XXVI th dynasty’or late” of the Priest—Kings over Upper

Egypt is the Papyr us of Princess Nesitanebtashru (Brit . Mus .

No .

“

nowcommonly known as the Greenfield Papyrus .

”
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It is the longest and widest funerary papyrus l known
,
for

it measures 1 2 3 feet by 1 foot 65 inches, and it contains

more Chapters
,
Hymns

,
Litanies , Adorations and Homages

to the gods than any other roll . The 87 Chapters from the

PER- T EM HRU which it contains prove the princess’s devo
tion to the cult of Osiris

,
and the Hymns to Amen-Ré show

that she was able to regard this god and Osiris not as rivals

but as two aspects of the same god . She believed that the

hidden creative power which was materializ ed in Amen was
only another form of the power of procreation

,
renewed birth

and resurrection whichwas typified by Osiris . The oldest
copies of the PER- T EM HRUwhich we have on papyrus contain
a few extracts from other ancient funeraryworks

,
such as the

Book of Opening the Mouth
,

” the “ Liturgy of Funerary

Offerings
,
and the Book of the Two Ways .

” But under the

rule of the Priest - Kings the scribes incorporated with the

Chapters of the PER- T EM HRU extracts from the Book of Ami

Tuat and the Book of Gates
,

” and several oi the vignettes

and texts that are found on the walls of the royal tombs of

Thebes .

One of the most remarkable texts written at this period is

found in the Papyrus of Nesi- Khensu
,
which is now in the

Egyptian Museum in Cairo . This is really the copy of a con

tract which is declared to have been made between Nesi- Khensu

and Amen-Ré
, the holy god

,
the lord of all the gods . As a

reward for the great piety of the queen
,
and her devotion to

the interests of Amen- Ré upon earth
,
the god undertakes to

make her a goddess in his kingdom
,
to provide her w ith an

estate there in perpetuity and a never- failing supply of offerings
,

and happiness of heart
,
soul and body

,
and the "daily] recital

upon earth of the Seventy Songs of Ra for the benefi t of her

soul in the Khert - Neter
,
or Under World . The contract was

drawn up in a series of paragraphs in legal phraseology by the

priests of Amen , who believed they had the power of making
their god do as they pleased when they pleased .

Little is known of the history of the PER- T EM B RU after the

downfall of the priests of Amen
,
and during the period of the

rule of the Nubians
,
but under the kings of the XXV Ith dynasty

1 The longest papyr us in the wor ld is Papyr us H ar r is No. 1 (B r it .

M us. NO . 999 9) it m easu r es 1 3 3 feet by 1 foot 4§ inches.
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the Book enjoyed a great vogue . Many funerary rolls were

written both in hieroglyphs and hieratic
,
and were decorated

with vignettes drawn in black outline and about this time the

scribes began towrite funerary texts in the demotic character .

But men no longer copied long selections from the PER—T EM

HRU as they had done under the XVI I Ith
,
X IXth and XXth
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dynasties, partly because the religious views of the Egyptians

had undergone a grea t change, and partly because a number
of Books of the Dead of a more popu lar character had appeared .

The cult of Osiri s was triumphant everywhere
,
and men pre

ferr ed the hymns and l itanies which dea ltwith his sufferings,
death and resurrection to the compositions in which the absolute

supremacy of Ra and

his so lar cycle of gods

and goddesses was as

sumed or proclaimed .

Thus, in the Lamenta

tions of Isis and the
" Festival Songs of Isis

and Nephthys,

” and the
“ Litanie s of Seker ,

”

and the “ Book of

Honouring Osiris,
” etc .

,

the central fig ure is

Osiris, and he alone is

regarded as
'

the giver
‘

of everlasting l ife . The

dead were no longer

buried with large rolls

of papyr us filled with
Chapters of the PER-T

EM HRU laid in their

coffins, but with sma ll

sheet s or str ips of pa

pyrus , on wh ich were
inscribed the above

compositions , or the

shorter texts of the
u Book Of Breathings,

"

A copy of a Book of the Dead e’ntitled
“ Maymy

or the “
800k “f Tm “

( Brit. No. Roman Per iod .

versing Eternity, or
the“ Book of May my name flourish , or a part of the Chapter

of the Last Judgment .”

Ancient Egyptian tradition asserts that the Book PER-T

EM HRU was used early in the Ist dynasty, and the papyri and
coffins of the Roman Period afford evidence that the native
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Egyptians still accepted all the essential beliefs and doc trine s

contained in it . During the four thousand years of its existence

many additions were made to it
,
but nothing of importance

seems to have been taken away from it . In the Space here
available it is impossible to describe in detail the various Recen

sions of this work
,
viz .

, ( 1 ) the Heli0politan, (2 ) the Theban and

its various forms
,
and (3 ) the Saite ; but it is proposed to

sketch briefly the main facts of the Egyptian Religion which

may be deduced from them generally
,
and especially from the

Theban Recension
,
and to indicate the contents of the princ ipal

Chapters . No one papyr us can be cited as a final authority
,

for no paypru s contains all the Chapters, 1 90 in number, of the

Theban Recension
,
and in no two papyri are the selection and

sequence of the Chapters identical
,
or is the treatment of the

vignettes the same .

THOTH ,
THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD .

Thoth
,
in Egyptian Tchehu ti or Tehu ti, Qfi :fi

i f: gfi i who has alr eady been mentioned as the author

of the texts that form the PER- T EM HRU
, or Book of the Dead ,wasbelieved by the Egyptians to have been the heart and mind

of the Creator,who was in very early times in
Egypt called by the natives

“ Pantti
,
and by

foreigners Ra . Thoth was al so the tongue

of the Creator
,
and he at all times voiced the will

of the great god
,
and Spoke the words which com

manded ev ery beinga nd thing in heaven and in

earth to come into existence . His
,
words were

almighty and once uttered never remained without

Tehuti (Thoth), effect . He framed the laws by which heaven, earth
and all the heavenly bodies are maintained ; he

ordered the courses of the sun
,
moon

,
and stars ; he invented

dr awing and design and the arts, the letters of the alphabe t and

the art of writing
,
and the science of mathematics . At a very
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and the nationwas happy and prosperous . Set marked this
and became very j ealous of his brother

,
and wished to slay him

so that he might seiz e his throne and take possession of Isis
,

whose reputation as a devoted and loving wife and able manager
filled the country . By some means or other Set did contrive to
kill Osiris : according to one story he killed him by the Side

M M M o
of a canal at Netat

, "j near Abydos
,
and according

to another he caused him to be drowned . Isis
,
accompanied

by her sister Nephthys
,
went to Netat and rescued the body of

her lord , and the two sisters , with the help of Anpu ,
a Son of

Ra th e Sun- god
,
embalmed it . They then laid the body in a

tomb, and a sycamore tree grew round it and flourished over
the grave . A tradition which is found in the Pyramid Texts

states that before Osiris was laid in his tomb
,
his wife Isis ,

by means of her magical powers , suc

ceeded in restoringhim to life temporarily ,

and made him beget of her an heir , who

was called Horus . After the burial of

Osiris
,
Isis retreated to the marshes in

the Delta
,
and there she brought forth

Horus . In order to avoid the persecution

of Set
,
who on one occasion succeeded

in killing Horus by the sting of a scorpion ,

she fled from place to place in the Delta ,
and lived a very unhappy life for some

years . But Thoth helped her in all her

difficulties and provided her with the

words of power which restored Horus to

life
,
and enabled her to pass unharmed

among the crocodiles and other evil

beasts that infested the waters of the

HorusofEdfu spear ing the Delta at tha t time

5 3 " When Horus arrived at years of

maturity
,
he set out to find Set and to wage war against

his father’s murderer . At length they met and a fier ce fight

ensued
,
and though Set was defeated before he was finally

hurled to the ground
,
he succeeded in tearing out the right eye

of Horns and keeping it . Even after this fight Set was able

to persecute Isis
,
and Horus was powerless to prevent it
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until Thoth made Set give him the right eye of Horus which
he had carried off. Thoth then brought the eye to Horus,
and replaced it in his face , and restored Sight to it by
spitt ing upon it . Horus then sought out the body of Osiris

In order to raise it up to life , and when he found it he

untied the bandages so that Osiris might move his limbs ,
and rise up . Under the direction of Thoth Horus recited

a series of formulas as he presented offerings to Osiris , and

THE FOUR SONS or Hows.

Mesta . Tuamutef. e hsennuf.

he and his sons and Anubis performed the ceremonies which
opened the mouth

,
and nostrils

,
and the eves and the ears of

Anubisstanding by the bier of the dead .

I) 2
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Osiris . He embraced Osiris and so transferred to him his ka
,

i.e .
, his own living personality and virili ty , and gave him his

eye which Thoth had rescued from Set and had replaced

in his face . A S soon asOsiris had
‘

eaten the eye of Horus he

became endowed with a soul and vital power , and recovered

thereby the Complete use of all hismental faculties
,
which death

had suspended . Straightway he rose up from his bier and

became the Lord of the Dead and King of the Under World .

Osiris became the type and symbol of resurrection among

the Egyptians of all periods
,
because he was a god who had

been originally a mortal and had risen from the dead .

But before Osiris became King of the UnderWorld he suffered

further persecution from Set . Piecing together a number of

disconnected hints and brief statements in the texts
,
it seems

pretty clear either that Osiris appealed to the Great Gods

to take notice that Set had murdered him
,
or that Set brought a

series of charges against Osiris . At all events the Great Gods

determined to investigate the matter . The Greater and the

Lesser Companies of the Gods a ssembled in the celestial Anu
,
or

Heliopolis
,
and ordered Osiris to stand up and defend himself

against the charges brought against him by Set . Isis and

Nephthys brought him before the gods
,
and Horus

,
the

avenger of his father
,

”
came to watch the case on behalf of

his father
,
Osiri s . Thoth appeared in the Hall of Judgment in

his offi cial capacity as “ scribe
,

”
i.e .

,
secr etary to the gods

,
and

the hearing of the evidence began . Set seems to ‘ have pleaded

his own cause
,
and to have repeated the charges which he had

made against Osiris . The defence of Osiris was undertaken by

Thoth
,
who proved to the gods that the charges brought against

Osiris by Set were unfounded
,
that the statements of Set were

lies
,
and that therefore Set was a liar . The gods accepted

Thoth’s proof of the innocence of Osiris and the guilt of Set
,
and

ordered that Osiriswasto be considered a Great God and to have
rule over the Kingdom of the Under World ,

and that Setwas to
be punished . Thoth convinced them that Osiris was MAA

KHERU
,

”

i i 3E true of word
,
i.a.

,
that he had

Spoken the truth when he gave his evidence , and in texts of all

periods Thoth isfrequently described as S- MAA
'

KHERU ASAR ,
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"l
a-

j ?
Q

g% i.a.
, he who proved Osiris to be true

of wo rd . As for Se t the Liar, he was seiz ed by the ministers

of the Great Gods, who threw him down on his hands and face

and made Osiris mount upon his back as a mark of his victory

and superiority . After this Set was boundwith cords like a
beast for sacrifice , and in the presence of Thoth was hacked in

pieces .

OsrRIs As JUDGE 0 1: THE DEAD AND K ING OF THE UNDER
\V0RLD .

When Set was destroyed Osiris departed from this world to

the kingdom which the gods had given him and began to reign

over the dead . He was absolute king of this realm , j ust asRa

the Sun- godwas absolute king of the sky . This
"

region of the

dead
,
or Dead - land , is called Tat

,
c: > g, or Tuat ,

£3 , but where the Egyptians thought it was situated

is not quite c lear . The or iginal home of the cu lt of Osiriswas
in the De lta , in a city which in historic times was called Tetu by
the Egyptians and Busiris by the Greeks , and it is reasonable

to assume that the Tuat , over which Osiris ruled ,
was situated

near this place . Wherever it was it was not underground , and
itwasnot origina lly in the sky or even on its confines ; but it
was loca ted on the borders of the visible world , in the Outer
Darkness. The Tuat was not a place of happiness , judging from

the description of it in the PER-T EM HRU,
or Book of the Dead .

W hen Ani the scribe arrived the re he said , What is this to which

I have come There is neither water nor air here
,
itsdepth

is unfathomable
,
it is as dark as the darkest night

,
and menwander about here helplessly . A man cannot live here and

be satisfied , and he cannot gratify the cravings of a ffection

(Chapte r CLXXV In the Tuat there was neither tree nor plant
,

for it was the “ land where nothing grew and in primitive
times it was a region of destruction and death

,
a place where

the dead rotted and decayed
,
a place of abomination

,
and horror

and terror, and annihilation . But in very early t imes
,
certainly
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in the Neolithic Period
,
the Egyptians believed in some kind of

a future life
,
and they dimly conceived that the attainment of

that life might possibly depend upon the manner of life which

those who hoped to enjoy it led here . The Egyptians hated

death and loved life ,
” and when the be lief gained ground among

them that Osiris
,
the God of the Dead ,

had himself risen from

the dead
,
and had been acquitted by the gods of heaven after

a searching trial
,
and had the power to make men and women

to be born again
,

” and to renew life because of his truth

and righteousness
,
they came to regard him as the Judge as

well as the God of the Dead . As time went on
,
and moral and

r eligious ideas developed among the Egyptians , it became

certain to them that only those who had satisfied Osiris as to

their truth - speaking ahd honest dealing upon earth could hOpe
for admission into his kingdom .

When the power of Osiris became predominant in the Under

World
,
and his fame as a just and righteous judge became we ll

established among the natives of Lower and Upper Egypt
,
it

was universally be lieved that after death all men would appear

before him in his dread Hall of Judgment to receive their

reward or their sentence of doom . The writers of the Pyramid

Texts
,
more than fifty- five centuries ago

,
dreamed of a time

when heaven and ea rth and men did not exist
,
when the gods

had not yet been born
,
when death had not been created ,

sa
c “

as: A sa
E gg pmTfi a

s
Q

O

K andwhen anger

speech ( cursing and rebellion were unknown . But that

time was very remote
,
and long before the great fight took

place between Horus and Set
,
when the former lost his eye and

the latter was wounded in a vital part of his body . Meanwhile

death had come into the world
,
and since the religion of Osiris

gave man a hope of escape from death
,
and the promise of ever

lasting life of the peculiar kind that appealed to the great mass

of the Egyptian people
,
the Spread of the cult of Osiris and its

ultimate triumph over all forms of rel igion in Egypt were assured .

Under the early dynasties the priesthood of Anu (the On o f

1 Pyr am id of Pepi I , 1 1 . 664 and 662 .
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the Bible ) strove to make their Sun- god Ra pre - eminent in

Egypt , but the cult of this god never appealed to
‘ the people as

a whole . It was embraced by the Pharaohs, and their high

officials, and some of the nobles, and the

offic ial priesthood , but the reward which

its doctrine offered was not popularwith
the materialistic Egyptians . A life passed

in the Boat of Rawi th the gods, being
arrayed in light and fed upon light , made

no appeal to the ordinary folk since Osiris

offered them as a reward a life in the Fie ld

of Reeds , and the Field of Offerings of

Food
,
and the Fie ld of t he Grasshoppers ,

and everlasting existence in a transmuted

and beatified body among the resurrected

bod ies of father and mother , wife and
children

,
kinsfolk and friends .

But , as according to the cult of Ra ,
thewicked , the rebe ls, and the blasphemers of

the Sun-god suffered swift and fina l punish

ment , so also all those who had sinned

against the stern mora l Lawof Osiris , and asthe Sun-

god.

who had failed to sa tisfy its demands
,

paid the penal tywithout de lay . The Judgment of Ra was held

at sunrise , and the wickedwe re thrown into deep pits filled
with fire

,
and their bod ies , souls , shadows and hearts were con

sumed forthwith . The Judgment of Osiris took place near

Abydos , probably at midnight , andza decree of swift annihilationwaspa ssed by him on the damned . Their heads were cut off bv

the headsman of Osiris , who was called Shesmu ,

and their bodies dismembered and destroyed in pits of fir e .

There was no eternal punishment for men
,
for the wic ked were

annih ilated quickly and completely but inasmuch as Osiris sat

in judgment and doomed the wicked to destruction daily, the

infliction of punishment never ceased .
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THE JUDGMENT or OS IRIS .

The oldest religious texts suggest that the Egyptians always

associated the Last Judgment with the weighing of the heart

in a pair of scales
,
and in the illustrated papyri of the Book of

the Dead great prominence is always given to the vignettes in

which this weighing is being carried out . The heart , db
t

?
was taken

'

asthe symbol of all the emotions
,
desires

,
and passions

,

both good and evil
,
and out of it proceeded the issues of life .

It was intimately connected with the ka ,

L
l

—j
, i.e.

,
the double

of personality of a man ,
and several short spells in the Book

PER- T EM B RU were composed to ensure its preservation (Chapters

XXVI—XXX B ). The great Chapter of the Judgment of Osiris,
the CXXVth ,

“is divided into three parts
,
which are sometime s

(as in the Papyru s of Ani ) prefaced by a Hymn to Osiris . The

fir st part contains the following
,
which was said by the deceased

when he entered the Hall of Maati
,
in which Osiris sat in

judgm ent

Homage to thee
, 0 Great God ,

Lord of Maati
,

l I have come

to thee
,
O my Lord

,
that I may behold thy beneficence . I

know thee
,
and I know thy name

,
and the names of the For ty

Two who live with thee in the Hall of Maati
,
who keep ward

over sinners
,
and feed upon their blood on the day of estimating

characters before Um-Nefer
‘3 Behold

,
I have come to

thee
,
and I have brought madt truth

,
integrity ) to thee .

I have destroyed sin for thee . I have not sinned against men .

I have not Oppressed "my] kinsfolk . I have done nowrong in
the place of truth . I have not known worthless folk .

‘ I have

not wrought evil . I have not defrauded the Oppressed one

of his
,
goods . I have not done the things that the gods

abominate . I have not vilified a servant to his master . I

have not caused pain . I have not let any man hunger . ‘

I

have made no one to weep . I have not committed murder .

I have not commanded any to commit murder for me . I have

inflicted pain on no man . I have not defrauded the temples

1 I .e . , Tr u th , or Law, in a double aspect .
2 A nam e of Osir is.
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O Maa - anu f
,
comer forth from Per-Menu

,
I have not defiled

myself .

0 Tem - Sep
,
comer forth from Tetu

,
I have not cursed the king .

0 Nefer -Tem
,
comer forth from Het—ka - Ptah

,
I have not acted

deceitfully
_

I have not committed wickedness .

O Nekhen,
comer forth from Heqat, I have not turned a deaf

ear to the words of the Law (or Truth )
”

The names of most of the Forty-Two gods are not ancient
,

but were invented by the priests probably about the same time
as the names in the Book of Him that is in the Tuat and

the Book of Gates
,
i.a.

,
between the XI Ith and the XVI I Ith

dynasties . Their artificial character is shown by their mean

ings . Thus Usekh - nemm it means “ He of the long strides

Fenti means He of the Nose Neha - hau means Stinking

members Set-qesu means Breaker of bones
,
etc . The

e arly Egyptologists called the second part of the CXXVth

Chapter the “ Negative Confession
,

” and it is generally known

by this somewhat inexact title to this day .

In the third part of the CXXVth Chapter comes the address

which the deceased made to the gods after he had declared his

innocence of the sins enumerated before the Forty- Two gods .

He says Homage to you
,
O ye godswho~dwell in your Hall

of Maati . I know you and I know your names . Let me not

fall under your slaughtering knives . Bring not my wickedness

to the notice of the god whose followers ye are . Let not the

affair "of my judgment ] come under your jurisdiction . Speak

ye the Law (or truth ) concerning me before Neb—er - teher
,

1

for I performed the Law (or , truth ) in Ta -mera Egyp t ).

I have not blasphemed the God . No affair of mine came under

the notice of the king in his day . Homage to you
,
O ye who

are in your Hall of Maati
,
who have no lies in your bodies,

who live on truth
,
who eat truth before Horus

,
the dweller

in his disk
,
deliver ye me from Babai 2 who liveth upon the

entrails of the mighty ones on the day of the Great Reckoning

(APT AAT, Qifl k
a

Behold me " I have come

1 I .e .
, th e Lor d to the uttermost lim it of everything, or God .

2 qqh ewas accor d ing to one legend the

fi rstborn son of Osir is.
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to you without sin ,wi thout deceit (P), without evil , without
false testimony (P) I have not done an"evil] thing . I live upon

truth and I feed upon truth . I have performed the behests

of men
,
and the things that satisfy the gods . 1 I have pro

pitiated the God "by doing] Hiswi ll . I have given bread to the

hungry
,
water to the thirsty

,
raiment to the naked , and a boat

to him that needed one . I have made holy offerings to the

gods
,
and sepulchral offerings to the beatified dead . Be ye

then my saviours
,
be ye my protectors

,
and make no accusa

tion against me before the Great God . I am pure of mouth ,

and c lea n of hands therefore it hath been said by thosewho
saw me , Come in peace , come in peace .

’

The deceased then addresses Osiris
,
and says , Hail , thou

who art exa lted upon thy standard , thou Lord of the Atefu

Crown , whose name is Lord of Winds ,
’save me from thy

Messengers (or Assessors) with uncovered faces , who bring

charges of evil and make shortcomings plain , because I have

performed the Law (or Truth ) for the Lord of the Law (or

Truth ). I have purified myselfwi th washings in water , my
back hath been cleansedwith salt , and my inner parts are in
the Poo l of Truth . There is not a member of mine that

lacketh truth .

” From the lines that follow the above in the

Papyr us of Nu it seems as though the judgment of the deceased
by the Forty -Two godswas pre liminary to the final judgment

of Osiris . At a ll events , after questioning him about the per
formance of certain ceremonies , they invited him to enter the
Hall of Maati , but when he. was about to do so the porter , and

the door-bolts , and the various parts of the door and its frame ,
and the floor , refused to permit him to enter until he had repeated
their magical names . When he had pronounced these correctly

the porter took him in and presented him to Maau ( P)-Taui , who

was Thoth himself. When asked by him why he had come the

deceased answered ,

“
I have come that report may be made of

me .

” Then Thoth said ,

“ What is thy condition P And

the deceased replied , I am purified from ev il things
,
I am free

from the wickedness of those who lived in my days I am not

one of them . On this Thoth said
,
Thou shalt be reported .

"Tell me Who is he whose roof is fire , whose walls are living

I .e . , I have kept the Mora l and D ivine Law.
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serpents
,
and whose floor is a stream of water ? Who is

he P ” The deceased having replied “ Osiri s,
” Thoth then

led him forward to the god Osiri s , who received him ,
and pro

mised that subsistence shou ld be provided for him from the

Eye o f Ra.

In great papyri of the Book of the Dead such as those of

Nebseni, Nu ,
Ani

, Hunefer , e tc the Last Judgment , or the

Great Reckoning , i s made the most prominent scene in the
whole work

,
and the vignette inwhich it is depicted is several

feet long . The most complete form of it is given in the Papyrus

of Ani , and may be thus described At one end of the Hal l of

Maati Osiris is seated on a throne within a shrine made in the

form of a funerary coffer ; behind him stand Isis and Nephthys .
Along one side of the Hall are seated the gods Harmachis ,
Te rn , Shu , Tefnu t, Geb, Nut , Isis and Nephthys , Hor us , Hathor ,
Hu and Saa , who are to serve as the divine jury these formed

the “ Great Company of the Gods ” of Anu (Heliopolis). By
these stands the Great Balance ,

'

and on its pillar sits the dog

headed ape Astes , or Astenu , the assoc iate of Thoth . The

po inter of the Ba lance is in the charge of Anpu . Beh ind Anpu
are Thoth the scribe of the gods , and the monster Amemit, with

the head of a crocodile
,
the forepaws and shoulders of a lion

,

and the hindquar ters of a hippopotamus ; the duty of the last

named was to eat up the hearts thatwere light in the ba lance .

On the other side of the Ba lance Ani
,
accompanied by his wife ,

is seen standingwith head bent low in adoration ,
and between

him and the Ba lance stand the two goddesses who nurse and

rear children, Meskhenet and Rennet , Ani
’s sou l , in the form of

a man-headed hawk , a portion of h is body ,
and his luck Shai .

Since the heart was considered to be the seat of al lwill
,
emotion

,

fee ling , reason and intelligence , Ani
’s heart , 0 , is seen in

one pan of the Balance , and in the other is the feather, B,
symbo lic of tru th and righteousness . Whilst his heart was in
the Ba lance Ani , repeating the words of Chapter XXX B of the

Book of the Dead , addressed it , saying , My heart of my

mother " My heart of my mother My heart of my be ing

Make no stand against me when testifying , thrust me not
back before the Tchatchau t the overseers of Osiris), and

make no failure in respect of me before the Master of the
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Balance . Thou art my Ka ,
the dweller in my body

,
uniting (P)

and strengthening my members . Thou shalt come forth to

the happiness to which we advance . Make not my name to

stink with the officers "of Osiris] who made men, utter no lie

against me before the Great God ,
the Lord of Amentt.

”

Then Thoth , the Judge of Truth ,
of the Great Company o f

the Gods who are in the presence of Osiris, saith to the gods,
Hearken ye to thisword In very truth the heart of Osiris

hath been weighed , and his sou l hath borne testimony con

cerning him ; according to the Great Balance his case is

truth just ). No wickedness hath been found in him . He

did not filch offerings from the temples . He did not ac t

crookedly , and he did not vilify folk when he was on earth .

”

And the Great Company of the Gods say to Thoth
,
who

dwelleth in Khemenu (HermOpolis) : This that cometh

forth from thy mouth of tru th is confirmed (P) The Osiris,
the scribe Ani , true of voice , hath testified . He hath not

sinned and "his name ] doth not stink before us ; Amemit
the Ea ter of the Dead ) sha ll not have the mastery over

him . Let there be given unto him offerings of food and an

appearance before Osiris , and an abiding homestead in the

Field of Offerings as unto the Followers of Horus .”

T hus the gods have dec lared that Ani is “ true of voice
,

as was Osiris , and they have ca lled Ani Osiris, because in his

pu rity of word and deed he resembled that god . In all the

copies of the Book of the Dead the deceased is a lways called
“ Osiris, and as it was always assumed that those for whom

they werewrittenwou ld be found innocent when weighed in
the Great Ba lance , the words

“ true of voice ,
” which were

equivalent in meaning to innocent and acquitted , were a lways

written after their names . I t may be noted in passing that

when Ani’s hear t was weighed against Truth , the beam of the

Great Balance remained perfect ly horiz ontal . This suggests that
the gods did not expect the heart of the deceased to kick the

beam
,

” but were quite satisfied if it exact ly counterbalanced
Truth . They demanded the fu lfilment of the Law and nothing
more

,
and were content to be stow immortality upon the man

on whom Thoth’s verdict was he hath done no evil
,

”
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In accordancewith the command of the gods Ani passes
from the Great Balance to the end of the Hall of Maati where

Osiris is seated ,
and a she approaches the god Horus

,
the son of

Isis
,
takes him by the hand and leads him forward

,
and standing

before his father Osiris says, I have come to thee
, Um-Nefer

,

l

I have brought to thee the Osiris Ani . His heart is righteous

"and ] hath come forth from the Balance . It hath no sin

before any god or any goddess . Thoth hath '

set down his

judgment in writing , and the Company of the Gods have

declared on his behalf that "his] evidence is very true . Let

there be given unto him of the bread and .beer which appear

before Osiris. Let him be like the Followers of Horus for

ever Next we see Ani kneeling in adoration before Osiris
,

and he says
,
Behold , I am in thy presence

,
0 Lord of Am entt.

There is no sin in my body . I have not uttered a lie know
“ ingly. "I have ] no duplicity (P) Grant that I may be like

the favoured (or rewarded ) ones who are in thy train .

” Under

favour of Osiris Ani then became a sd/zu , Q M
j—é, or

spirit—bodv ,
and in this form passed into the Kingdom of

Os iris .

THE K INGDOM or Osra rs.

According to the Book of Gates and the other Guides to

the Egyptian Under World ,
the Kingdom of Osiris formed the

Sixth D ivision of the Tuat in very early times it was situated

in the Western Delta
,
but after the X I Ith dynasty theologians

placed it near Abydos in Upper Egypt
,
and before the close

of the Dynastic Period the Tuat of Osiris had absorbed the

Under World of every nome of Egypt . When the soul in its

beatified or Spiri t body arrived there , the ministers of .Osiris

took it to the homestead or place of abode which had been

allotted to it by the command of Osiris
,
and there it began its

new existence . The large vignette to the CXth Chapter shows

u s exactly what manner of place the abode of the blessedwas.

The countrywas flat and the fields were intersected by canals
I .e . , th e B eneficent B eing, a title of Osi r is.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE BOOK OF THE DEAD .

Osiris says to them " e are truth of truth rest in peace .

And of them he says, They were doers of truth whilst they were

upon earth
,
they did battle for their god , and they

‘ shall be

called to the enjoyment of the Land of the House of Life with
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Truth . Their tru th shall be reckoned to them in the presence

of the Great God who destroyeth sin . Then addressing them

again Osiri s says, "e are beings of Truth , 0 ye Truths . Take
“ ye your rest because of what ye have done

,
becoming even

as those who ar e in my following ,
and who direct the House

of Him whose Sou l is holy . "e sha ll live there even as they

live
,
and ye shall have dominion over the cool waters of your

land . I command that ye have your being to the lim it "of
that land] with Truth and without sin .

” In these passages

we have the two conceptions of Osiri s well illustrated . As the

Wheat - god he wou ld satisfy those who wished for a purely

material , agricu ltural heaven ,where hunger wou ld be unknown
and where the blessed would be able to satisfy every physical
desire and want da ily ; and as the God of Truth , of whom the
spiri tua lly minded hoped to become the counterpart , he wou ld
be their h0pe

,
and consolation

,
and the image of the Ete rnal

A SHORT DESCRIPTION or THE Dooas on CHAPTERS or

THE BOOK or THE DEAD .

All the great papyri of the Book of the Dead begin with a
H"MN ToRR,

who from the period of the IVth dynasty was the
King of the Gods of Egypt. H is cu lt was finally “ estab

lished under the Vth dynasty when the king of Egypt began
to ca ll h im se l f in offic ia l documents and monuments Son of the

Sun, g 5 a Rd . This Hymn is supposed to be sung by

the deceased
,
who says

Homage to thee , O Ra, at thy beau teous r ising . Thou r isest ,
thou r isest ; thou shinest, thou shinest at the dawn . Thou ar t King
of the Gods, and the Maati goddesses embrace thee . The Company of
the Gods praise thee at sunrise and at sunset . Thou sailest over the
he ights of heaven and thy heart is glad . Thy Morning Boa t meeteth
thy Evening Boat with fair winds. Thy father is the Sky-

god and thy
mother is the Sky

- goddess, and thou art Hor us of the Easte rn and

W estern skies. O thou Only One ,
0 thou Pe r fect One , 0

thouwho art eterna l ,who art never weak , whom nom ighty one can
abase ; none ha th dom inion ove r the things which apper tain to thee .

Homage to thee in thy char actersof Horus, Te rn , and Khepe ra, thou
Gr eat Hawk ,whomakest man to r ejoice by thy beau tiful face . W hen
thou r isest men and women live . Thou r enewest thy youth, and dost
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set thyself in the place wher e thou wast yesterday . 0 D ivine "ou th ,who art self- cr eated ,
I cannot compr ehend thee . Thou art the lor d

of heaven and ear th, and didst cr eate be ings ce lestia l and be ings
ter r estr ial . Thou ar t th e God One ,who cam est into be ing in the

beginning of tim e . Thou didst cr eate the ear th, and m an , thou didst
m ake th e Sky and th e cel estia l r iver H ep ; thou didst m ake the waters
and didst give life untoall that ther e in is. Thou hast kn it together th e
mounta ins, thou hast m ade m ankind and the beasts of the fi e ld to com e

into be ing
, and hast m ade the heavens and the ear th . The fi end N ak

is over thrown , his arms ar e cut ofi . O thou D iv ine "ou th, thou he ir
of ever lastingness,

se lf- begotten and se lf - born , One , Might, of m yr iad
forms and aspects, Pri nce of An On), Lord of Eternity, Ever lasting
Ru ler , the Company of the Gods r e joice in thee . A s thou r isest thou
growest gr eater : thy r ays ar e upon all faces. Thou art u nknowable ,

and no tongu e can descr ibe thy sim ilitu de thou existest a lone .

Mil lions of years have passed over the wor ld ,
I cannot tel l the number

of those thr ough which thou hast passed . Thou jou r neyest throu gh
spaces "r equ i r ing] m i llions of years "to pass over ] in one little mom ent
of tim e , and then thou settest and dost m ak e an end of the hou rs.

The subj ect matter of the above extract is treated at greater

length in Chapter XV
,
which contains a long Hymn to Ra at h is

rising, or Amen- Ra
,
or Ra united to other Solar gods, e.g.

,
Horus

and Khepera
,
and a short Hymn to Ra at his setting . In the

latter the welcome which Ra receives from the dwellers in

Amentt the Hidden Place
,
like the Greek Hades is

emphasiz ed thus

All th e beatified dead (Aakhu ) in th e Tu at r ece ive him in the

hor i z on of Am entt . They Shou t pr aises of him in his form of Tern
the setting sun) . Thou didst r ise and pu t on str ength, and thou

settest, a living be ing, and thy glor ies ar e in Am entt. The gods of
Am entt r ejoice in thy beau ties (or beneficence) . Th e hidden ones

worship thee , the aged ones br ing thee offer ings and protect thee . Th e

Souls of Am entt cry ou t
, and when they m ee t thy Maj esty (Life ,

S tr ength, H ealth be to thee ") they shou t H a il "H a il " The lords
of the m ansions of th e Tu at str etch ou t the ir hands to thee from the ir
abodes, and they cry to thee , and they follow in thy br ight tr ain , and

the hear ts of the lords of the Tu at r ejoice when thou sendest thy light
intoAm entt. The ir eyes follow thee ,

they pr ess forward to see thee ,

and the ir hear ts r ejoice at the Sight of thy face . Thou hear kenest to
the petitionsof thosewho ar e in the ir tombs, thou dispellest their help
lessness and d r iv est away evil from them . Thou gives t br eath to the ir
nostr ils. Thou ar t gr eatly fear ed ,

thy form is m aj estic, and ver y
gr eatly art thou be loved by thosewho dwe ll in th e Other W or ld .
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The Introductory HYMN ToRa is followed by a HYMN TO

05 1 1 1 1 5 , in which the deceased says
0

Glory be to thee ,
o Osir is Un-Neter , thou gr ea t god in Abtu

(Abydos), K ing of Eternity, Lord of Ever lastingness, God whose
existence is m illionsof years, e ldest son of Nut, begotten by Geb, the

Ancestor -Chie f, Lord of the Crowns of th e Sou th and the Nor th, Lord
of the H igh \Vhite Crown . Thou art th e Governor of gods and of m en

and hast r ece ived the sceptr e , th e whip , and the r ank of thy Divine
Fathers. Let thy hear t in Am entt be content, for thy son Horus

is sea ted upon thy throne . Thou ar t Lord of Tetu (B usir is) and

Governor of Abtu (Abydos) . Thou makest fer tile th e Two Lands (to
all Egypt) by "thy] tr ue word be for e the Lord tothe Uttermost Lim it .

Thy power is wides pr ead , and gr ea t is the ter ror of thy name

Osir is.

’ Thou endur est for all eterni ty in thy name of Un-Nefer

Beneficent B eing) . Homage to thee , King of kings, Lord of

lords, Gov er noi' of governors,who from the womb of the Sky- goddess
hast ru led the ‘

Wor ld and th e Under Wor ld . Thy limbs are as Si lve r
gold , thy hand is blue li ke lapis~ laz uli , and th e space on e ither side of
thee is of the colour of tu rquoise (or emer ald). Thou god An of

m illions of years, thy body is all -pe rvad ing , O dwe ller in the Land of
Holiness, thy face is bea u ti fu l . The gods come be for e thee
bowing low. They hold thee in fear . They withdr aw and r etr eat
when they see the awfu lness of Ra upon thee ; the "thought] of the
conquests of thy Maj esty is in the ir hear ts. Life iswi th thee .

Let me follow thy Ma j esty aswhen Iwason ear th , let my sou l be
summoned . and let it be fou nd near the Lords of Tru th . I have come

to the City of God , the region tha t is eterna lly old , with my sou l (ba),
double (ha ) and spi ri t-sou l to be a dwe ller in this land . I ts

God is the Lord of Tr uth he giveth old age to him that
wor keth Tr uth , and honour to his followe rs, and at the last abundant
equipment for the tomb, and bur ia l in the Land of Holiness. I have
come unto thee , my hands hold Tr u th, and ther e is no falsehood in my
hear t . Thou hast set T ruth befor e thee ; I know on what
thou livest . I have comm itted nosin in thisland , and I have defr auded
noman of his possessions. (Chapter CLXXX I I I .)

Chapter Iwas recited by the priest who accompanied the
mummy to the tomb and performed the burial ceremonies
there . In it the priest (kher (tab) assumed the character o f

Thoth and promised the deceased to do for him a ll that he had

done for Osiris in days of o ld . Chapter 1 3 gave the fi lm, or
“ Spiri t- body.

” power to enter the Tuat immediately after the
burial of the material body, and delivered i t from the N ine

Worm s that l ived on the dead . Chapters I I—IV are short spe ll s

written to give the deceased power to revisit the earth , to join the
gods

, and to trave l about the sky . Chapters V and VI provided



36 THE BOOK OF THE DEAD .

for the performance of agricultural labours in the Other World .

The text of Chapter VI was cut on figu res made of stone
,
wood

,

e tc . which were placed in the tomb
,
and when the

deceased recited it these figures became a live and did everything

he wished . The shabtz
’
figu re , mg "? took the place

of the human funerary sacrifice which was common all over

Egypt before the general adeption of the cult of Osiris under the

XI Ith dynasty . About 700 ushabti
’
u figures were found in the

tomb of Seti I
,
and many of them are in the British Museum .

Chapter VII is a spell to destroy the Great Serpent Aapep ,

E] D
m , the Arch - enemy of Horus the Elder

,
Ra

,
Osiris

,

Horus son of Isis
,
and of every follower of Osiris . Chapters VIII

and IX secured a passage for the deceased through the Tuat
,

and Chapters X and XI gave him power over the enemies he

met there . Chapters XII and XII I gave him great freedom

of movement in the Kingdom of Osiris . Chapter XIV is a

prayer in which Osiri s is entreated to put away any feeling of

dissatisfaction that he may have for the deceased
,
who says

,

Wash away my sins
,
Lord of Truth destroy my transgressions

,wickedness and iniquity, O God of Truth . May this god be at

peace with me . Destroy the things that are obstacles between

u s. Give me peace , and remove all dissatisfaction from thy

heart in respect of me .

”

Chapter XV has several forms
,
and each of them contains

Hym ns to Ra , which were sung daily in the morning and

The holy A pe -godssinging hymns The jackal-godsand the H awk - gods
of pr aise toRa at sunrise . singing hymnsof praise toRa at sunset.
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evening ; Specimen par agraphs are given above (pp . 33 ,

Chapter XVI is only a vignette that illustrates Chapter XV,

Chapter XVI I is a very irnpor tant chapter, for it contains state

ments of divine doctr ine as understood by the priests of Heliopolis .

The opening words are,
“ I am Tem in ri sing . I am the Only One .

I came into being in Nu (the Sky ). I am Ra , who rose in

primeval t ime , ruler of what he had made . Fol lowing this

comes the question , Who is this and the answer is
,
It is

Ra who rose in the city of Hensu
,
in primeval time

,
crowned as

The Sungod R5 . in the form of the “Great Cat, sitting by the side ofthe P
.

ersea

Tree ofA rm. and cutting off the head ofAapep, the god of darknessand ev il.

king . He existed on the heigh t of the Dweller in Khemenu
Thoth of Hermopolis) before the pillars that supp ort the

sky were made . Chapter XVI I I contains the Addresses to

Thoth
,who is entreated to make the deceased to be declared

innocent before the gods of Heliopolis , Busiris , Latopolis, Mendes ,
Abydos

,
etc . These addresses formed a very p owerfu l spell

whichwasused by Horus , and when he recited it four times all
his enemies were overthrown and cut to pieces . Chapters XIX

and XX are variant forms of Chapter XVII I . Chapters XX I

XX I I I secured the help of Thoth in Opening the mouth o f

the deceased ,
whereby he obtained the power to breathe and

think and drink and eat . Thoth recited spe l ls over the gods

whilst Ptah untied the bandages and Shu forced open their

mouthswith an iron knife . Chapter XXIV gave to the

deceased a knowledge of the words of power (gu gi,
"re/mu ) which were used by the great god Tem -Khepera, and

Chapter XXV restored to him his memory . Five chapters ,

XXVI -e-XXX ,
contain prayers and spe ll s whereby the deceased
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obtained power over his heart and gained absolute posse ssion

of it . The most popular prayer is that of Chapter XXX B

(see above , p . 4 ) which , according to its rubric , was
“ found

,

”

t.e.
,
edited, by Heru tataf, the son of the great Cheops, abo ut

3600 B C. This prayer was still in use in the early years of the

Christian Era . In the Papyrus of Nu it is associated with

Chapter LXIV, and the earliest form of it was probably in

existence under the Ist dynasty .

Chapters XXXI—XLII were written to deliver the deceased

from the Great Crocodile Sui
,
and the Serpents Rer ek and

Seksek , and the Lynx with its deadly claws, and the Beetle
Apshait, and the terrible Merti snake - goddesses

,
and a group of

three particularly venomous serpents
,
and A apep a personifica

tion of Set the god of evil , and the Eater of the Ass, and a series

of beings who lived by slaughtering the souls of the dead . In

Chapter XLII every member of the deceased is put under the

protection of
,
or identified with

,
a god or goddess

,
e.g.

,
the hair

w ith Nu
,
the face with Aten the solar disk), the eyes with

Hathor
,
and the deceased exclairns triumphantly

,
There is no

member of my body which is not the member of a god .

”

Chapter XLII I . A spell to prevent the decapitation of the

deceased
,
who assumes in it the character of Osiri s the Lord of

Eternity . Chapter XLIV. An ancient and mighty spell , the

recital of which prevented the deceased from dying a second
tim e . Chapters XLV and XLVI preserved the mummy of the

deceased from decay
,
and Chapter XLVI I prevented the remova l

of his seat or throne . Chapter L enabled the deceased to avoid

the block of execution of the god Shesmu . Chapters LI—LIII

provided the deceased with pure food and clean water from the

table of the gods he lived upon what they lived upon , and so

became onewi th them . Chapters LIV—LXII gave the deceased

power to obtain cool water from the Celestial Nile and the springs
of waters of heaven

,
and being identified with Shu , the god of

light and air
,
he was en abled to pass over all the earth at wil l .

His life was that of the Egg of the Great Cackler, and the

goddess Sesheta built a house for him in the Celestial Anu , or
Heliopolis .

The recital of Chapter LXIII enabled the
'

de
’

ceased to avoid

drinking boiling water in the Tuat . Thewatefi n some of its
pools was cool and refreshing to those who were speakers of the
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of the deceased to his body in the Tuat
,
and Chapter XC pre

served him from
’

mu tilation and attacks of the god who cut

off heads and slit foreheads .” Chapters XCI and XCI I pre

vented th e soul of the deceased from being shut in the tomb .

Chapter XCIII is a spell very difficult to understand . Chapters

XCIV and XCV provided the deceased with the books of Thoth

and the power of this god
,
and enabled him to take his place as

the scribe of Osiri s . Chapters XCVI and XCVII also placed

him under the protection of Thoth . The recital of Chapter

XCVIII provided the deceased with a boat in which to sail over
the northern heavens

,
and a ladder by which to ascend to heaven .

Chapters XCIX
—CIII gave him the use of the magical boat , the

mystic name of each part of which he was obliged to know, and

helped him to enter the Boat of Ra and to be with Hathor .

The Bebait
,
or mantis

,
led him to the great gods (Chapter CIV),

and the Uatch amulet from the neck of Ra provided his double

(ka ) and his heart—soul (ba ) with offerings (Chapters CV, CVI ).

Chapters CVII—CIX made him favourably known to the spirits

of the East and West
,
and the gods of the Mountain of Sunrise .

In this region lived the terrible Serpent - god Ami-hem - f he was

30 cubits (50 feet ) long . In the East the deceased saw the

Morning Star
,
and the Two Sycamores

,
from between which the

Sun- god appeared daily
,
and found the entrance to the Sekhet

Aaru '

0r Elysian Fields . Chapter CX and its vignette of

the Elysian Fields have already been described (see p .

Chapter s CXI and CXII describe how Horus lost the sight of his

eye temporarily through looking at Set under the form of a black

pig , and Chapter CXII I refers to the legend of the drowning of

Horus and the recovery of his body by Sebek the Crocodile- god .

Chapter CXIV enabled the deceased to absorb the wisdom of

Thoth and his Eight gods . Chapters CXV—CXXII made him

lord of the Tu ats of Memphis and Heliopolis
,
and supplied

‘

him

with food
,
and Chapter CXXIII enabled him to identifyf h imself

with Thoth .
. Chapters CXXIV and CXXV

,
which treat of the

Judgment , have already been described . Chapter CXXVI con

tains a prayer to the Four Holy Apes
,
Chapter CXXVII a

hymn to the gods of the Circles in the Tuat , and Chapter

CXXVIII a hymn to Osiris . Chapters CXXX and CXXXI

secured for the deceased the use of the Boats of Sunrise and

Sunset , and Chapter CXXXII enabled him to return to earth
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and visit the house he had lived in . Chapters CXXXI I I (or

CXXXIX)—CXXXVI resemble in contents Chapter CXXXI .

Chapter CXXXVII describes a series of magical ceremonies

that wer e to be performed for the deceased daily in order to make

him to become a living sou l for ever .” The formu lae are said

to have been composed under the IVth dynasty . Chapter

CXXXVI I I refers to the ceremony of reconstituting Osiris
,
and

Chapters CXL- CXLII dea l with the setting up of twelve altars
,

and the making of offerings to all the gods and to the various

forms of Osiris. Chapter CXLI I I consists of a series of vignettes
,

in three of which solar boats are represented .

Chapters CXLIV and CXLVI I dea l with the Seven Great

Halls ("n?) of the Kingdom of Osiris . The gate of each Hal lwasgu arded by a por ter, a watchman, and a messenger the first

kept the door, the second looked out for the arrival of visitors,
and the third took their names to Osiris . No one cou ld enter a

Hall without repeat ing the name of it , of the porter , of the

watchman, and of the messenger . According to a late tradition

the Gates of the Kingdom of Osiris were twenty-one in number

(Chapters CXLV and CXLVI), and each had a magical name , and

each was guarded by one or two gods, whose names had to
be repea ted by the decea sed before he cou ld pass . Chapter

CXLVI I I supplied the deceased with the names of the Seven

Cows and their Bu ll on which the god s were supposed to

feed . Chapters CXLIX and CL give the names of the Fourteen

Aats, or districts, of the Kingdom of Osiris . Chapter CLIA and

CLI B give a picture of the mummy chamber and the magical

text s that were necessary for the protection of both the chamber
and the mummy in it . Chapter CLI I provided a house for the
deceased in the Ce lestia l Ann , and Chapter CLII IA and CLI I I B
enabled his sou l to avoid capture in the net of the snarer of

sou ls. Chapter CLIV is an address to Osiris in which the
deceased

.

says, I shall not decay , nor rot , nor putrefy,
nor

become worms, nor see corr uption . I sha ll have my being
,

I shall live , I shall flourish , I shall rise up in pea ce . Chapters

CLV- CLXVI I are Spells which were e
ng
raved on the amu lets

3 a 0 I. X etc .
, giving the deceased the proteo

tion of Ra, Osiris, Isis , Horus, and other gods . The remaining
Chapters (CLXVI I I—CXC) are of a miscellaneous character, and
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few of them are found in more than one or two papyri of the

Book of the Dead . A few contain hymns that are not older

than the XVI I Ith dynasty,
and one is an extract from the text

on the Pyramid of Unas (lines 379 The most interesting
is

,
perhaps

,
Chapter CLXXV

,
which describes the Tuat as

airless
,
waterless

,
and lightless . In this chapter the deceased is

assured of immor tailty in the words,
“ Thou shal t live for

mill ions of mill ions of years, a life of millions of years .

E . A . WALLIS BUDGE .

DEPARTMENT or EGYPTIAN AND ASSYR IAN
ANTIQU ITIES , BRITISH MUSEUM .

April 1 5 ,
1 020.



NOTE.

The Trustees of the British Museum have publ ished

I . Co loured facsimile of the Papyrus o f Hunefer , X IXth

dynasty, with hieroglyphic transc ript and t rans lation .

1 1 plates, large fol io .

2 . Coloured facsim i le o f the Papyrus of Anhai , XX lst
dynasty, with hieroglyphic t ranscript and t ranslat ion .

8 plates , large folio .

3 . Co llo type reproduct ion of the Papyrus of Queen
Netchemet

, XX lst dynasty, wi th hieroglyphic tran
scr ipt and t ranslat ion . 1 2 plates, la rge folio .

4 . Co loured reproduction o f the hieratic tex t o f the Book

of Breathings, wi th hieroglyphic t ranscript and t rans
la tion . With 2 collo types of the vignettes, large
folio .

5 . H ieroglyphic t ransc ript of the Papyrus of Nu , with one
collotype plate .

Nos. 1 -

5 a r e bound in one volume, pr ice 2 1 05 .

6. Col lotype reproduct ion o f the Papyrus of Queen Nesi
ta-nebt- ashru , wi th fu l l descriptions of the vignettes ,
translat ions, and introduct ion, containing severa l

i llustrations, and 1 1 6 plates of h ieratic text . Large

4to . Price £2 ros.




