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INTRODUCTION

The aim of the present study is two-fold. First, to
present In a concise manner and under one cover the general
principles of the use of Cavalry, with extracts from reports
covering its work during The World War. Second, to serve
as a guide for the instructors and members of the classes at
The General Service Schools in acquiring a general outline
of the employment, power and limitations of the Cavalry,
operating independently and with other arms. With the
above in view, the role of Cavalry; its operations in connec-
tion with reconnaissances; the principles that govern ad-
vance guards, rear guards and outposts; the Cavalry offen-
sive combat; its defensive action:; the subject of marches;
and the guiding principles covering pursuits are discussed
in the seven chapters prepared by the instructors of The
General Service Schools, reviewed by the Cavalry Board, and
approved by the War Department as a text-book for The

(zeneral Service Schools.
H. E. ELY,

Commandant.

I






CHAPTER I

Role of Cavalry

The dictionary gives as the definition of the word “role” :

“A part, or character performed by an actor in a drama;
hence, a part or function taken or assumed by any one.”

In determining the roles of the combatant arms, the
question 1s much simplified by recognizing in the beginning
that the infantry is the dominant or basic arm in war, and
that it is the function of all other arms to assist it in fight-
ing the battles of the war.

By keeping the above general principle in mind, we
will have little difficulty in determining the true role of any
arm, or the methods by which it can best perform its true
functions.

There are always a few enthusiasts who honestly be-
lieve that this or that device or this or that new arm can
supersede the infantry. 'If these enthusiasts attempt lg_v
use the device or arm for this purpose, or attempt to use it
entirely independently of the infantry, its life 1s usually very
short. So far, history shows that the value of any device,
mechanical or otherwise, or of any arm or service, is In
direct-proportion to the assistance it can render the infantry.

It has long been the accepted doctrine of our cavalry
that it must be able to fight mounted or dismounted.
Mounted action except in squadrons or smaller units will
generally be associated with a dismounted fight. That this
doctrine is correct has been proved in The World War. We
find now that all European nations have accepted this
principle as true and have reorganized or are in the process
of reorganizing their cavalry along these lines.

The uses of cavalry are many and varied; but it must
be accepted that the cardinal principles are mobility and fire
power, of which mobility is the more important. Cavalry
organized with these two principles in view becomes a po-
tent factor and a powerful weapon in the hands of the com-
mander.
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To get the proper relation of cavalry with the other
arms, 1t must be remembered that it is an auxiliary to in-
fantry. It must play-its part in the work of the machine
as a whole. Teamwork is the thing that counts; and the
jealousies and rivalries of the various arms must be sub-
merged In the common good of the team. Each has a part
to play and the greatest success will be attained only when
each understands its function and its relation to the others.

The cavalry therefore, like the artillery, the air service,
the engineers and the signal troops, 1s an auxiliary to the
infantry. Its “part or function” in war is to assist the
infantry by: | ’

(a) Tactical and strategical reconnaissance. -

- (b) Screening or covering the movements of its infantry. .

(c) Seizing and holding important points or positions until
the arrival of the infantry. .

(d) Providing a mobile reserve—fighting mounted or dis-
mounted in the line with infantry or on a flank, or ex-
ploiting a break in the enemy’s line.

(e) Pursuing a defeated enemy. 3

(f) Covering the retreat or withdrawal of its infantry, in
case of defeat.

(g) In guerrilla or irregular warfare, relieving the infantry

of the burden of hunting out and defeating the enemy.
(h) Conducting raids.

(a) TACTICAL AND STRATEGICAL RECONNAISSANCE.

One of the important duties of cavalry is reconnaissance.
With small bodies or patrols we frequently refer to this duty
as scouting or patrolling, but the underlying principle is
the same in either case, i.e., the object is to gain informa-
tion: The reconnaissance necessary at the beginning may
be divided into two classes, strategical and tactical.

The army cavalry, one or more divisions, 1s pushed
far to the front, often several days’ march in advance of the
remainder of the field army, to drive back the covering forces
of the enemy and to gain information of his dispositions,
strength and movements. This is the most valuable use of
the cavalry in the opening stages of a campaign.

The employment of these cavalry divisions, reconnoiter-
ing far ahead of the remainder of the field army, 1s some-
times called the strategic employment of cavalry, because
the strategic dispositions made by the army commander
will be based on information obtained by his cavalry.

The development of aviation has modified to a large
extent the strategical employment of cavalry. The distant
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strategic reconnaissances, which formerly fell to the lot of
the cavalry, will now be performed in part by the air ser-
vice. The air squadrons on this duty will be under the
direct control of the army commander. The air service
and the cavalry strategical reconnaissances must go on hand
in hand. One cannot replace the other. They supplement

each other.

| In the past, we had only one means of strategical re-
connalssance, while now we have two. Both are needed
and should be employed in close teamplay. The air service
can be charged with determining the depth and the cavalry
the width of the hostile concentrations, in addition to their
other general reconnaissance functions. It is as necessary
now as formerly to cover the front of an army with a cav-
alry force, well in advance, for strategic and for tactical
reconnaissance. The ailr service cannot always maintain
contact. Many situations will arise when the work can be
done only by cavalry patrols. It is essential that the cav-
alry in front of the army obtain early information as to -
the movements and dispositions of the enemy’s forces.
This 1s 1ts strategic mission. It should have air squadrons
to assist In the work; they augment the ground recon-
naissance of the cavalry by more distant tactical reconnais-
sance. These air squadrons are in addition to those operat-
ing under the army commander.

The getting into touch with the enemy’s cavalry with
the view of bringing on the necessary fight to drive him
from the field lies within the domain of tactical recon-

naissance.

(b) SCREENING OR COVERING THE MOVEMENTS OF. ITS
INFANTRY.

The cavalry seeks early the opposing cavalry and drives
it off. The reason is two-fold: First, to defeat and drive it
from the field as early as possible, thus obtaining a moral
superiority and facilitating the getting into touch with the
enemy’s infantry as soon as possible; second, by driving the
enemy’s cavalry from the field as early as possible our cav-
alry 1s able to place a screen in front of our own forces
through which the enemy should not be able to penetrate.
The same principle applies to the work of the air service.
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(c) To SEIZE AND HoLD IMPORTANT POINTS OR POSI-
TIONS UNTIL THE ARRIVAL OF THE INFANTRY.

In an advance, aside from its ability to reconnoiter over
a larger extent of territory, and allow the unimpeded ad.
vance of the infantry, cavalry can render invaluable service
by quickly seizing and holding important points until the
arrival of the infantry. The Germans in their advance in
1914, by utilizing their cavalry well in advance were able to
proceed, almost uninterruptedly, because of the prompt and
early seizure of important points, notably river crossings.
When bridges were found destroyed they were repaired be-
fore the arrival of the infantry.

(d) As MOBILE RESERVE.

As the hostile forces approach each other, the
cavalry in front is gradually squeezed out and. re-
tired to the rear or to a flank, where, generally, 1t 1s held as
a mobile reserve that can be rapidly moved to any part of
the line or flank to stop a gap, to seize and hold a critical
point until the arrival of the infantry, to relieve and assist
hard pressed infantry, to exploit a success, to take up
promptly the pursuit in case of success, or to cover the re-
treat in case of defeat. The cavalry was so used on various
and sundry occasions during The World War. |

One of the most important uses of cavalry in the hands
of an able commander is as a mobile reserve. To place' such
a weapon so far to the rear that it cannot be readily called:
upon, to immobilize it, or to fail to utilize it would show at
once a lack of conception as to the powers and limitations of
the arm. On a large battle front, in no two parts of the
field are conditions the same. A gap may be opened. An
energetic enemy will at once attempt to rush a force through.
If a mobile cavalry force is at hand, it can be quickly thrown
in to save the situation.

. A good example is the work of the II Cavalry Corps
.(French) near Luneville in August, 1914. Field Marshal
Haig says, “Frequently when it was impossible to move
forward other troops in time, our mounted troops were able
to fill gaps in the line and restore the situation.”

- Or again, a gap may be made in the enemy’s line. 'If
now a mobile force is available, it may be quickly thrown
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into this gap to push ahead and to exploit the advantage
gained. Marshal Haig further says: ““The absence of hos-
tile cavalry at this period was a marked feature of the
battle (The German advance of March, 1918). Had the
German command had at their disposal even two or three
well-trained cavalry divisions, a wedge might have been
driven between the French and British Armies.”

Had we had a sufficient cavalry force in the Meuse-Ar-
gonne operation there is no question that both in the early
stages of that fight and In the closing stages such cavalry
could have pushed through and rendered invaluable service.
There is no doubt that a cavalry force pushed through to
Sedan on the 1st of November could have cut off a large
part of the German force to the west.

(e) To PURSUE A DEFEATED ARMY.

" To reap the most from a successful battle demands that
there be at hand a body of fresh troops able to take up a
prompt and energetic pursuit. For this a mobile cavalry
command 1s the 1deal force. If the command is large
enough and energetic enough, the pursuit may be developed
into a rout. An example of a successful pursuit may be seen
in that by General Allenby’s Mounted Desert Corps
of the IVth Turkish Army and its practical annihilation.
Marshal Haig says, “Finally during the culminating opera-
tions of the war when the German armies were falling back -
in disorganized masses, a new situation arose which de-
manded the use of mounted troops. Then our cavalry, press-
ing hard upon the enemy’s heels, hastened his retreat and
threw him into worse confusion.” General Kavanagh, com-
manding the British Cavalry Corps, states that had the war
lasted a few days longer his corps would have been able to
capture thousands of prisoners and great quantities of ma-
terial ; that one body of -Canadian cavalry was ten miles in
front of the infantry on the morning of the 11th of Novem-

ber and picking up many prisoners.

~ (f) 'To COVER THE RETREAT OR WITHDRAWAL OF ITs
INFANTRY IN CASE OF ‘DEFEAT.

In case our infantry becomes overwhelmed and .

forced to withdraw, a mobile force to be utilized to stem. the
tide and to delay the pursuit until the infantry can Wlth- *
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draw and organize in the rear is an absolute necessity. Our
cavalry is particularly well fitted for work of this nature.
With the fire power it has, i1t can hold position after position,
thus delaying the enemy by forcing him to deploy, thereby
galning time. Having the horses near at hand, the cavalry
can quickly withdraw and repeat the action in a new place.
The difficulty of such an operation for a demoralized and

exhausted, or defeated infantry is readily apparent. Both

the French and the British made full use of their cavalry
in this way in 1914.

(g) IN GUERRILLA OR IRREGULAR WARFARE TO RELIEVE
THE INFANTRY OF THE BURDEN OF HUNTING OUT
AND DEFEATING THE ENEMY.

In guerrilla or irregular warfare, cavalry often plays
a most important part. Its mobility enables it to hunt out
the enemy which at times is almost impossible of accom-
plishment by foot troops. Cavalry has the fighting powers
to defeat troops of the above mentioned type, after they
have been located, without assistance from the infantry.
In operations by a nation strong in cavalry against a weak
military nation, the cavalry has always taken a most 1m-
portant part. In wars of this character there are generally
at the beginning a few important engagements, conducted
along the same lines as battles between two strong military
nations, after which the weaker is forced to resort to ir-
regular warfare. The ca\?alry of the stronger nation then
takes up the burden of the fighting. Examples of this na-
ture were plentiful in our Indian fighting between 1866 and
-1896. Also in the latter part of the Boer War, in the Philip-
plne Insurrection, and in the Mexican Punitive expedition

“1n 1916.

(h) To CoNDUCT RAIDS.

During the Civil War the cavalry of both sides was fre-
quently used in raids. Raids may be defined as “isolated
independent cavalry operations, conducted with secrecy, by
rapid marches, usually avoiding general engagements.
Their objects are various, but operations against the enemy’s
line of communications and depots. and sources of supply
are most usual.” Whether or not raids will be advisable in

any future war in which we may participate is problematical.
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The improved telephone and telegraph facilities of the pre-
sent day, to say nothing of airplanes, will make it difficult,
if not impossible, to secure the secrecy considered essential
to make a raid successful. It would seem that one of the
first requirements would be the absolute supremacy of the
alr, otherwise it would be a comparatively easy matter to
place troops so as to cut off the raiding party. On the
other hand, it 1s not inconceivable that circumstances may
arise which would make a raid a necessity, even at the sacri-
fice of the entire raiding force. The only question is whether
the end7justifies the means. War with a nation poorly sup-
plied with an air service, or having none at all, may warrant
raids on a large scale. While attempts on the enemy’s dis-
tant communications may produce valuable results, they
must not distract the cavalry from its true battle objectives.
Many instances occurred in the Civil War where the absence
of the cavalry on raiding expeditions seriously affected the
success 1n battle. From the little literature available it
appears that a number of raids were conducted on the east-

ern front during The World War.

To perform successfully the functions enumerated above
our cavalry division 1s organized and given the means to
act Independently, 7.e., not in immediate conjunction with
infantry. Therefore, while it 1s itself an auxiliary, in the
sense that its primary function i1s to assist the infantry, it
has as an Integral part of its organization units of all the
other auxiliaries and of all the services. It is the only
auxiliary so organized. In this respect a cavalry division
is similar to an infantry division, i.e., both are organized
for independent action and both have units of all the aux-
iliary arms and services as an integral part of their organi-
zation. They differ, therefore, only 1n the part played mn
war and in the technique of their methods of fighting.

An important point of difference between infantry and
cavalry is in their different methods of fighting dismounted.
Infantry formations provide great depth, the total belng
five or more men per yard of front, thereby enabling its
units to continue the fight for several days, without relief.
Cavalry on the other hand, has shallow formations, iIn many
cases less than one man per yard of front, consisting only
of the fighting line and local supports and reserves. The
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firing line is made relatively strong from the beginning, and
pushed with promptness and vigor against the enemy. The
ﬁght 1s won or lost in a few hours. This i1s an essential
difference 1n their powers and limitations and should not be
lost sight of. Much of the confusion connected with the
role of cavalry 1s due to a misunderstanding of this charac-
terlstlc of the arm.

- In the utilization of cavalry, a clear distinction must be
drawn between cavalry as such and mounted infantry. The
~ present day cavalryman must be able to fight both mounted
and dismounted. 'The mounted infantryman can fight only
dismounted. He uses his horse merely as a means of trans-
port.. The history of The World War has proven that the
days of mounted combat are not over. In the early days of
a war when the opposing cavalry is trying for supremacy,
mounted attacks, which may have deployments both in
frontage and depth, by considerable forces of cavalry may be
more or less frequent, usually in connection with a dis-
mounted fight. There 1s no doubt that numerous occasions
will occur for mounted attacks by small forces, even up to
a force as large as a regiment. A combination mounted
and dismounted attack is often advisable; and if circum-
stances are favorable, it will be successful. The attack,
mounted and dismounted, of the British 2d Cavalry Division
at Moreull Wood on March 30, 1918, shows that the combina-
‘c\lgn is still effective. In fact, it is more effective now than

- ever before.

. One striking lesson of The World War is the complete
educatlon of the European nations to our American doctrine
as to the use, armament, and handling of cavalry. Those
countries that before the war had not accepted the doctrine
of making a cavalry that would be effective mounted or dis-
mounted have now accepted that doctrine and are reor-
ganzing along those lines. . To develop this doctrine to its
‘maximum requires that the cavalry be armed not only with
weapons for mounted combat, but also with weapons for dis-
ri;ounted attack which will put it on a par with foot troops.
It 1s for this reason that machine rifles and machine guns
have been added to the armament of our cavalry. The ob-
Ject sought is the increase in fire power to the highest de-
gree. The balance between mobility and fire power must
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be carefully preserved. If the fire power is increased be-
~yond a certain point, mobility is lost, then cavalry loses its
 real function. Consequently, we insist that while fire power
must be increased to the maximum, it must not be at the
expense of mobility. Mobility i1s the deciding factor, and
by that is meant not only mobility to move but also mobili-
'ty to fight mounted when the opportunity presents itself.

Mobility demands careful training in horsemanship,
ability to move across country, off roads and over di-
versified terrain. Cavalry that upon arrival is un-
able to deliver an intense fire fails in its mission. If cavalry
1s tied down to roads, it then becomes a hindrance rather

thana help.

Cavalry must also be able to move long dlstances 1n a
short space of time and arrive at its destination fresh and
able to fight at once. The French claim that large bodies
of cavalry can move to distances up to 100 kilometers and
be ready for action more quickly than infantry can be trans-.
ported a corresponding distance by truck or rail. If all en-
trucking arrangements have been made and roads are clear
and good, this claim might not be true; but owing to the
frequent congestion of roads and the necessity for detruckmg
at a conmderable distance back of the hostile position due to
the enemy fire and to the long road space involved, the
above conclusions are believed to be conservative. Another
feature to be considered 1s that trucks are confined to roads

whereas cavalry should be able to move off roads for days

at a time. |
In this connection, the view of Marshal Joffre, as indi-

cating the changed views of the French, may be interesting.
These were obtained from him in a personal interview by the
A. E. F. Cavalry Board. The Marshal agreed with the
guiding principles that ‘“the usual method of combat will
be dismounted. For this reason, fire effect, when dismounted,
-should be at least equal to that of a similar number of in-
fantry. Mobility, involving the rapid execution of long
marches, must remain unimpaired. Cavalry must remain,
in armament, training and organization, capable of scoutlng
cross country and capable of fighting mounted when oppor-
tunity presents itself. He expressed the view that the ar-
mament of cavalry must include a much larger allowance
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of automatic rifles, machine guns and cannon, in addition
to rifles. He stressed especially the importance of mobility,
indicating that in order to preserve mobility the transport
pertaining to the cavalry division must be very largely auto-
mobile. As to scouting, he expressed the opinion that cav-
alry masses could no longer reasonably be expected to achieve
results 1n the service of strategic exploration, but that the
airplane will have to be depended ‘on largely for this duty.
However, he emphasized the point that local scouting, par-
ticularly for the purpose of security and information, will
always be a very important and necessary function of cav-
alry; that the tactical security of infantry cannot be ob-
tained always by airplanes, as their observation is of neces-
sity intermittent; but that with cavalry the enemy can be
held under constant contact and observation. He also sta-
ted, as did Marshal Haig, that two or three German cavalry
divisions would have been of incalculable assistance after
the rupture of the allied lines in March and May, 1918.”
The thought seems never to have entered his mind that cav-
alry was a thing of the past. He considers merely that it
must have a transformation. This, of course, is speaking
only of the French cavalry which had not generally accepted
our doctrine before the war.

As cavalry is provided with the means of engaging 1n a
dismounted fire action, its tactical dispositions should cor-
respond generally with infantry dispositions under similar
circumstances. Cavalry should be thoroughly grounded in
the methods of dismounted combat, and the cavalry dis-
mounted instruction should correspond to that of the infan-
try. A few minor differences and changes are of course
necessary due to the different organization, but these are
immaterial or at least readily reconcilable. One striking
difference is evident. Our experiences in Europe showed the
necessity for disposition in depth for an infantry attack. The
same reasons do not apply in the case of cavalry. Due to its
mobility it can occupy a wider front which naturally means
less depth. The danger of using shallow formations is coun-
teracted by the presence of the infantry in rear which forms
the ultimate reserve. Normally, then, cavalry will be em-

ployed on wide fronts with relatively little depth.
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CHAPTER 11

Reconnaissance

In our Field Service Regulations reconnaissance is de-
fined as ‘“the military term used to designate the work of
troops or individuals when gathering information iIn the
field.”” This 1s a rather broad definition and would include
all the activities of the Intelligence Section in obtaining
information by means of secret agents, by the examination
of prisoners and captured documents, etc. We are at present
concerned only with the operations of bodies of cavalry and
individual cavalrymen in acquiring information by personal
observation.

- In discussing cavalry reconnaissance it is usual to make
a distinction between strategic reconnaissance and tactical -
reconnaissance. This distinction is based upon the kind
of information that is sought and the purpose for which it
1S wanted rather than upon means and methods that are
used 1n obtaining it. ¥ The main distinction 1s that implied
by the terms themselves. Sitrategic reconnaissance seeks
general information needed by higher commanders for mak-
- ing strategic plans. Tactical reconnaissance seeks detailed
information needed by commanders of all grades for making
tactical dispositions. Just as it 1s impossible to draw a
clear dividing line between strategy and tactics, so 1s 1t
impossible to make a clear cut distinction between strategic
and tactical reconnaissance. The distinction here drawn
must be considered as far from exact. It is intended to
convey only a general idea.
| Formerly, strategic reconnaissance was almost exclu-
sively the function of the cavalry. Now, a great part of it
i1s done by the air service. In the early stages of a cam-
- palgn, before the cavalry forces of the opposing armies have
come into contact, airplanes capable of covering long dis-
tances are sent far in advance to get the same kind of in-
formation that is sought by strategic patrols. These planes

18
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cover that portion of the country containing the best routes
by which the enemy might invade our country or we might
invade his. They note such things as concentrations of
hostile forces, large quantities of road traffic, cantonments,
camps, etc. ‘ "

It is not likely, however, that the airplane can ever en-
tirely supplant even strategic patrols. The airplane has
the great advantage of getting its information quickly and
getting 1t back quickly. It is able to get a great amount
of information, but there are certain kinds that can only be
obtained by reconnaissance on the ground. Such, for in-
stance, would be the negative information that the enemy
1S not 1n a certain locality. The air observer could not re-
port with certainty that a locality is unoccupied, for the
enemy might be concealed. Another instance would be 1n-
formation obtained by questioning inhabitants or prisoners.
The air observer can learn little at night or in a fog. The
enemy may have mastery of the air and at the same time be
weak 1n cavalry. The best results will be obtained by sup-
plementing the strategic reconnaissance of cavalry by air

reconnaissance.
Reconnoitering Cavalry

An important duty of cavalry at the beginning of a cam-,
palgn, and at other times, when the enemy i1s at a distance,
1s to get and maintain contact with the enemy’s main body
and to keep the commander informed of its situation and
movements. To obtain these results, the commander of
the whole force may employ a strong body of cavalry, gen-
erally at least a division,- to push far in advance of
the main army. The main mission of this cavalry
force is strategic reconnaissance, but it also en-
deavors to prevent reconnaissance by the hostile cavalry.
Since the hostile cavalry will probably have a similar mis-
sion, 1t will sometimes be necessary to defeat it before con-
tact can be gained with the hostile main body. To defeat the
. hostile cavalry i1s also the most effective way to prevent its
obtalning information of the main body of our army. The
cavalry endeavors to obtain mastery of the ground between
the two maln opposing armies just as the navy seeks mas-
tery of the sea. Defeat of the hostile cavalry is necessary
to gain this mastery. “Effective reconnailssance requires
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breadth of front; decisive tactical action demands concen-
tration. The cavalry commander must reconcile these con-
flicting influences according to the circumstances of the mo-

ment; he must decide their relative importance at each
stage of his operations.” The commander of this cavalry

force, therefore, deploys a portion -of his force to ad-
vance on a broad front as contact troops or squadrons and
follows with the bulk of his command concentrated. Be-
tween these two are detachments of varying size, to back
up the contact troops and assist them in breaking through
the hostile screen or in stopping: the advance of hostile de-
tachments. The actual reconnaissance is done by patrols
sent out from the contact troops. = =

The 1dea one 1s apt to get of a cavalry screen from some
of the books that touch on the subject is that it is a sym-
metrical formation consisting of a line of contact troops or.
squadrons at more or less regular intervals, preceded by
patrols and followed by the bulk of the cavalry concentrated
in one mass. Like most normal formations diagrammed and
described in the books, this formation must be understood
as one that would only fit conditions that will seldom be en-
countered. The diagrams help one to get a general concep-
tion of a screen but do not present even an approximately
accurate picture. Screening is a function or employment of
cavalry, not a formation.

The formations to be adopted by cavalry on reconnais-
sance and the methods to be used in gathering information
are questions that must be decided in each separate case.
This is true whether the force involved is a large body of
cavalry or a small patrol. A controlling consideration 1is
usually the strength and dispositions of the hostile cavalry.

The more information there is on hand before the recon-
naissance starts, the more effective the reconnaissance will

be. With a well developed army intelligence organization,
an army commander should be able to give his cavalry com-
mander some idea of the enemy’s general situation even at
the beginning of a campaign. It goes without saying that
every bit of information that has been obtained by airplane
reconnaissance, the secret service or other intelligence agen-

cies should be furnished the cavalry commander. This in-
formation should be thoroughly studied by him and dissemi-




nated throughout his command in order that the recon-
naissance may be intelligently and effectively carried out.

The orders given to the cavalry commander should make
his mission perfectly clear. If more than one mission 1is
assigned, he should be informed which 1s the most important
mission. Unforeseen conditions may make it necessary to
abandon part of his mission, and he must know which part
is vital. The old rule, “Give the cavalry a large order,”
- 1s a very poor rule unless the order indicates what part is
essential.

It may be possible for the cavalry to defeat the hostile
cavalry, to get definite information by contact with the
enemy’s maln body and to screen its own army. On the
other hand, conditions may make it impossible to accom-
plish more than one of these missions. If the hostile cavalry
1s found directly between the two armies, it may be possible
to drive it out of the way and detach a force to watch it and
keep it on the move so that it will have no time to reconnoi-
ter. The remainder of the force can then be used for contact
reconnaissance of the enemy’s main body. On the other
hand, the cavalry commander may have reason to believe
that the hostile cavalry i1s off to a flank and not directly
protecting the flank of its army. If the main mission is re-
connaissance, he should not permit himself to be drawn off
to one side In order to seek out the hostile cavalry. He
should get and keep contact with the hostile main army.
It was a favorite strategem of Ashby, when screening Jack-
son’s force, to appear off on a flank or even in an entirely
different direction from Jackson’s main force. The Federal
cavalry was almost invariably fooled and drawn after Ashby.
Jackson was then enabled to attack where he was least ex-

pected.
It may be that such full information has been obtained

by airplane reconnaissance or from other sources that the
cavalry’s main mission is to dispose of the hostile cavalry;
or, the hostile cavalry may be in such a superior force that

there is no hope of beating it or breaking through its screen.
In the latter case, it i1s probable that the best that can be

done 1s to prevent hostile reconnaissance and trust to long
distance patrols working around the flanks or through the

hostile screen by stealth to get information of the enemy.
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.. The commander of the cavalry, having received his
orders and studied the situation, makes his plans for carry-
ing out his mission. In most cases, if reconnaissance 1is to
be carried out on a broad front, the plan generally followed
1s to divide the front to be covered into zones and to assign
a definite force to advance in each zone and be responsible
for reconnaissance therein.

The strength of the force to be assigned to each zone
will vary and depends upon the resistance to be expected,
the difficulties of the terrain, the force available for the
operation, etc. With our large troops, contact troops will
be used more often than contact squadrons. Use of the
term “contact squadron” in our service is probably due to
its use in foreign books. A European squadron 1s about
equivalent to our troop. The width of the zones assigned
also varies according to circumstances.

The main body of the cavalry is kept more or less con-
centrated and marches by one, two or several roads accord-
ing to circumstances. It follows the contact troops at such
distances as will enable the cavalry commander to use it to
defeat the hostile cavalry or break through the hostile
screen.

In addition to the long distance strategic reconnaissance
by alrplanes operating directly under army headquarters, a
very important part of the reconnaissance of the cavalry
division itself is carried out by the observation squadron at-
tached to it. The air patrols from this squadron should
reconnolter several miles in front of the mounted patrols to
get not only the strategic information that the division 1is
endeavoring to secure for the army commander, but also
the tactical information that the division needs to continue
1ts reconnaissance and to defeat the hostile cavalry. Its
principal function is tactical work with the division. The
observation squadron will also be of great value to the divi-
sion commander In keeping him informed of the location of

his various units and 1n carryling messages to them.

Contact Troops

Within the zone assigned him, the commander of a con-
tact troop should be allowed great freedom of action in con-
ducting his reconnaissance. Orders from superior authori- .
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ty define the approximate boundaries of the zone, regulate
the extent of the daily advance, and should state the kind of
information that is specially wanted. The troop commander
conducts his march, sends out his patrols and supervises
their work so as to attain the objects of the reconnaissance.

A contact group will sometimes have three kinds of
reconnaissance to perform: strategic reconnaissance by offi-
cers’ patrols-sent far to the front to get contact with the
- hostile main body ; tactical reconnaissance by patrols sent to
locate bodies of hostile cavalry and obtain the information
needed by the cavalry commander for the further conduct
of the operation; and protective reconnaissance carried out
by security patrols corresponding to troop advance and flank
guards. |

The troop will generally advance by successive bounds
upon the'road which appears most important for recon-
naissance. Halting places will be selected with a view to
defense and observation to the front as well as to commu-
nication with the rear. Since the troop must remain out
for several days, a more rapid advance than about 25 miles
a day should not be attempted. Everything possible should
be done to avoid wearing out the horses. In some cases
light wagons carrying rations and some grain will be able to
accompany the troop, but as a rule this will be impracticable.
The wagons will usually have to follow under guard several
miles in rear and be brought up when conditions are favor-
able. |

The number of patrols sent out will depend upon the -
importance of the task and the difficulties likely to be en-
countered. The troop commander should be sure that he

has sent out enough distant patrols to get the desired In-
formation. When economy of force is necessary, it is bet-

ter to economize on security patrols.

The strength of distant patrols, both strategic and tac-
tical, will depend principally upon the number of messages
they are expected to send back. When the opposing armies

are still at a distance from each other, two messages a day
will usually be enough. When the enemy is close and the

troop and the cavalry commanders need prompt warning

of changes in the tactical situation, more frequent messages
will be required. If a patrol is expected to overcome resis-
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tance, 1t must be given sufficient strength for the purpose.
At times a whole platoon may be used as a patrol.

Arrangements should be made in advance for the relief
of patrols. Every patrol sent out should know when and
approximately where it is to rejoin the troop. The relieving
patrol should take over the duties of the incoming patrol
before the latter starts in.

Everything must be done to facilitate communication
both with the patrols and with the main body. This will
be a difficult problem even under the most favorable con-
ditions. Mounted messengers will probably be the chief: reli-
ance for getting messages from patrols. The difficulty of get-
ting information back through a hostile screen will in most
cases render it futile to send out strategic patrols to sneak
through the hostile screen, 1if the only way to get informa-
tion back 1s to send mounted messengers back through the
screen. The best course will be at first to devote most of the
energy of reconnaissance to tactical reconnaissance of the
- hostile cavalry with a view to defeating it or to breaking
through 1ts screen. In the meantime, the air service will
have to be depended upon for strategical reconnaissance.
After definite information of the dispositions of the hostile
cavalry has been obtained, the best course to follow will de-
pend upon the efficiency of the enemy’s screen and other
activities of his cavalry. As soon as the hostile screen 1s
broken up or pierced, contact patrols will get their chance
to observe the enemy and get their information back.

If the road situation permits, motorcyclists may ac-
company the troop and be used for communication to the
rear. They will be used more frequently with squadrons
and regiments. In friendly territory full use should be
made of commercial telegraph and telephone lines. When
messages must be carried for long distances by mounted men,
relay posts should be established as the troop advances.

Lateral communication between contact troops should
‘be kept up whenever it is practicable to do so. Continuous
communication is out of the question in the usual case, but
a troop commander should take advantage of every favor-
able opportunity to send patrols to learn the location and
progress of troops on his right and left. It is desirable for
troops to assist each other when this can be done without-
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the usual case, the troop commander’s report will be a

summary of the information received from the patrols on
his whole front.

Contact Patrols

The success of the whole reconnaissance of the
cavalry depends in d very large measure upon the suc-
cess of the reconnaissance by the patrols that are sent to
get contact with the enemy’s main body. - The main func-
tion of the contact troops is to support these patrols and to
make thelr reconnaissance possible. The proper handling
of the patrols 1s a matter of the greatest importance. A
patrol leader, before starting out, should be thoroughly fami-
liar with the situation so far as it is known. He should
know exactly where he is to go, what information he is to
send in and where and when he is to send it.

To gain time at first, the patrol should keep to the road -
and advance rapidly until it reaches a locality where the
enemy 1S likely to be encountered. As soon as such a lo-
cality is reached the patrol should advance by successive
bounds and take every precaution to avoid discovery. It is
not expected to get detailed information of the enemy’s tac-
tical dlsposltlons and so should avoid approaching too close
to the enemy. It should not attempt to penetrate the hos-
tile outpost line unless it is impossible to get the required
information by observation at a distance. Often it will be
possible to find a concealed position from which the enemy’s
main dispositions can be observed. From such a temporary
observation post, a patrol leader can determine such things
-as the location and approximate size of bivouacs or the direc-
tion of march and approximate strength of marching col-
umns, and this is the kind of information that is wanted..

If the enemy advances, the patrol should fall back and
select new positions from which to observe. The leader
must keep constantly in mind the necessity for getting in-
formation back, and avoid getting into a situation in Wthh

he can get information but cannot get it back.

-+ If 1t 1s necessary to penetrate the hostile cavalry screen,
in order to get contact with the main body, the patrol should
endeavor to do so by stealth. If discovered by a hostile
patrol, it may be necessary for the patrol to fight.- It should
not-hesitate to do so if that course seems to afford the best
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chance of getting through. Having gotten through the hos-
tile screen, the chance of getting messages back will be
slight. The patrol will either have to wait for its support-
ing troops to beat the hostile cavalry, or work its way back
through the hostile screen after getting the information for
which i1t was sent out.

As the two hostile armies approach each other the
cavalry of one side or the other will gain the mastery. If
our cavalry is defeated and driven off, further reconnais-
sance may be rendered impossible. Any patrols that may
not have been involved 1n the fight should make every effort
to continue the reconnaissance and send what information
they can to the nearest troops. Each patrol leader will be
thrown entirely on his own resources and his task will be-
come extremely difficult.

If our cavalry succeeds in driving off the hostile cavalry,
distant reconnaissance develops into close reconnaissance as
the two main forces approach each other. More detailed
information i1s now needed. More patrols are required and
more reports must be sent in. Belng more closely backed
up by the infantry less caution is necessary. Every effort
1S now devoted to learning the tactical dispositions of the
hostile infantry. The army cavalry withdraws to a
flank and continues its reconnaissance toward the enemy’s
flank and rear. Its duties in front are taken over by the
corps or divisional cavalry. Since reconnaissance must be
kept up without -a break, some of the contact troops must
be left in place when the bulk of the army cavalry is
withdrawn. It 1s usually better simply to add these troops
to the strength of the corps cavalry. If too badly worn
out, they may be withdrawn to the rear through .the In-
fantry. At any rate there will be many patrols that will
be unable to rejoin their organizations. They will have to
join the nearest troops of the corps cavalry.

Corps and D1V1s1ona1 Cavalry

~ Tables of organization make no prowsmn for the as-
signment of cavalry to a.corps or to an .infantry divisioh.

Under the A. E. F. organization two regiments per coi’ps
were prescrlbed Such part of the army cavalry as i§ nee-

essary will be attached to corps and divisions as required.
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The force of cavalry with an infantry division (that has any
at all) will vary from one troop to one regiment.

(GGenerally speaking, corps or divisional cavalry conducts
1ts reconnaissance on the same principles as the army
cavalry, but the situation and mission of the body to which
1t 1s attached will make a great difference in the work re-
quired of it. If not under the control of an advance guard
commander, the bulk of the cavalry will usually be kept to-
gether as corps cavalry. If part of it is used with the
advance guard, the part so used will be attached to the di-
vision whose troops constitute the advance guard. In certain
situations when two or more divisions are advancing
abreast, each division may have cavalry attached to it as
divisional cavalry, and each division may use its cavalry
either with its advance guard or as the situation demands.

If advancing with an interior corps of the line and there
1S other cavalry directly in front, the principal work
of the corps cavalry will be to protect its infantry from the
reconnaissance of hostile patrols. Under these circum-
stances 1t will generally form part of the infantry advance
guards (as divisional cavalry). It must keep up communi-
cation with the army cavalry 1n its front and keep fully in-
formed of the situation and intentions of the latter in order
that it may be ready to take over the duties of contact recon-

nalissance at the proper time.

If there 1s no army cavalry in front, the work of
the corps cavalry will be more important and more difficult.
Much of its strength will be required for the local protection
of the infantry. At the same time it is necessary for the
infantry to have information of the enemy in its front.
Conditions will usually make it impracticable for the main
body of the corps cavalry to operate more than a few miles

in front of its infantry. Such part as can be spared from
the local protection of the infantry will be too weak to ven-
ture very far from infantry support, and it therefore can
not back up its patrols or assist them to break through the
hostile screen. Its patrols must operate almost entirely by
stealth since they cannot expect support. In a country
having good roads this situation could be remedied by send-

ing infantry in trucks to accompany bodies of corps cavalry
sent to reconnoiter at a distance. In this case the cavalry -
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would do the reconnoitering and the infantry would furnish
the necessary resistance. In the Russo-Japanese War, the
Japanese habitually furnished infantry supports (afoot) for
their reconnoitering detachments. However, the Japanese
accomplished very little in the way of distant reconnaissance.
Most of their information was obtalned through Chinese
spies. The Germans used cyclists units to back up their
cavalry in 1914,

Cavalry with a flank corps must use a greater propor-
tion of i1ts strength for protective reconnaissance than is
necessary with an interior corps, for it must protect both
the front and flank of the infantry. At the same time, such
troops as can be spared for distant reconnaissance will have
better opportunities to succeed. They will have more space
in which to operate and will have a better chance to recon-
noiter toward the enemy’s flank and rear. For these rea-
sons 1t will be advisable to increase the strength of the cav-

alry assigned to a flank corps.

Patrols that are sent from the corps cavalry to recon-
noiter at a distance employ the same methods as those ex-
plained for the distant patrols sent out by other cavalry on
the same mission. The principal difference 1s in the degree of
caution with which the reconnaissance must be conducted.
There will be few occasions on which i1t will be advisable for
a patrol to ficht. Reports from these patrols will have to be
brought back through the enemy’s cavalry and should not be
entrusted to single messengers. A patrol of two or three
men commanded by an intelligent noncommissioned officer
will often be required to carry back important information.

When the two opposing armies approach each other and
a battle is imminent, the corps cavalry is responsible for tac-
tical reconnaissance until the infantry comes into contact
with the hostile infantry. The patrols are now more closely
backed up by the main body of the cavalry which in turn
is backed up by the infantry. It is no longer necessary for
the patrols to move with such great caution. It will fre-
quently be desirable for a patrol to capture a prisoner or two
in order to get identifications or to learn more of the enemy’s
intentions. If necessary for a patrol to fight at this stage,
it can do so without being exposed to such great danger of
capture. The best reconnaissance will probably be done by
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those patrols that are able to secure temporary observation
posts from which the dispositions of the enemy can be seen,
for they will be able to get information back more promptly
and with more certainty than those patrols that have come
into actual collision with the enemy.

Reconnoitering Patrols

There 1s much that might be said in general about the
conduct of reconnoitering patrols; this subject belongs to
minor tactics. The following notes on the conduct of re-
connoitering patrols review the main points to be remem-
bered. They are extracts from a paper issued by the Cav-

alry School.

DUTIES OF OFFICER SENDING OUT PATROLS

1. Studies his mission in accordance with orders received.
2. Determines number of patrols to be sent out and strength

of each.
3. Determines time when information must be back at start-

ing point of patrol or time and place where it shall meet com-
mand, if enroute. This time is determined entirely by tactical
requirements. . .

4. Determines time when patrols shall start.

5. Issues warning instructions to patrol leader in plenty of
time.

6. Issues orders 1In presence and hearing of all men of the
patrol. Always written orders if possible. Orders must be 7re-
peated or read and explained so that every member of the patrol
hears them and understands them

FORM OF ORDER TO PATROL

1. (a) Information concerning enemy (only such information as 1is
 necessary for patrol to know in order to perform mtelhgently

1ts work).
(b) Information concerning our own troops. This covers:

Other patrols sent or to be sent out.
Location of, or general situation of our own troops, as far

as may be necessary or wise to give 1it.

- 2. Mission of the main body (that is the force from which the patrol
1s sent out) and what it 1s going to do. If it marches, state when,
by what route, on what point, at what rate of travel. Everything
that the patrol leader should know so as to have teamwork with

his commanding officer.

3. Misston of the patrols to which these orders are given.
(a) General direction to be followed, or where to go.
(b) Purpose.
(c) Information desired.
(d) Where and ‘'when to return.
4. Equipment, rations and forage to be taken, unless already provided

for.
5. Where messages are to be sent.
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In any case the mission must be stated in clear, de-
finite, positive terms, leaving the patrol leader in no doubt
as to exactly what is wanted or as to where he should go.
The commander should assume himself the responsibility
for the orders he gives, and should not resort to a hazy,
foggy order, hoping that the patrol leader will in some way
determine for himself just where the patrol is to go and
what it i1s to look for.

After these orders are issued, the patrol leader should
be allowed to ask questions. He should not hesitate to ask
questions about anything he does not fully understand. He
owes this to himself and to his mission. If the patrol leader
asks no questions, the officer sending out the patrol may
question him 1n order to be sure that he understands.

When there is time, the officer sending out the patrol
should iInspect it to verify the detaill and inspect men,
horses and equipment. | |

DUTIES OF PATROL LEADER

1. Upon receipt of warning instructions or of order, if
no warning instructions are issued, he secures horses and
men for patrol; inspects horses to see that they are in fit
condition and well shod ; replace those that are of conspicu-
ous color or neigh when alone; has the horseshoer tighten
- loose shoes 1f there be any; has horses watered, and if time
permits, fed before starting.

2. At assembly time he mounts the patrol and inspects
1t to see that no articles of equipment are carried other than
those ordered.

3. He then organizes his patrol by designating a second
and, 1f he considers necessary, a third in command. .

4. If the officer who sends out the patrol 1s not present,
the .patrol leader reads his written orders or gives verbal
orders to the patrol. . In all cases, however, the entire
sttuation relating to the enmemy and our own troops, the
mission, when and where to return and place to which mes-
sages are to be sent must be explained and made perfectly
clear to the whole patrol. |

5. A patrol leader should not send men on missions of
reconnaissance far away from the patrol. For a small pa-

trol the limit should be about 300 yards. If reconnaissance
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to a greater distance from the line of march is necessary, it
should be carried out by the whole patrol. -

6. A patrol operating dismounted in ‘“no man’s land”

in trench warfare situations must have a “get-away’” man
iIn rear. In open warfare situations, and especially for

mounted patrols, no “get-away’” man need be detailed. The
patrol leader may need every man he has. At the smallest
scrimmage a “get-away’” man might, using his own discre-
tion, gallop off, weaken the patrol, disclose i1ts position or be
captured and give away valuable information. In case of a
sudden dash forward he may be lost.

The patrol must stay together and take the patrol’s
luck and chances. If it meets with a disaster, it is the duty
of every man to ficht and to escape the enemy. A small
patrol should fight mounted. Somebody will almost certain-
ly get away if all the others fall. Not until the leader is .
dead or captured and his successors meet a like fate, and
there are no longer enough men left to perform their mis-
sion, should any man think of being a get-away man.

CoNDUCT OF THE PATROL

1. Make 1t a rule never to send less than two men to
make a reconnaissance to the flank.

2. While In general, a reconnoitering patrol avoids
combat and operates under concealment, it fights if its
mission demands it 'or if it can, without detriment to its
mission, inflict loss upon the enemy or secure valuable
advantages to its own troops. In all cases the action of a
patrol, so far as concerns fighting or avoiding a fight, s
governed by its mission. The patrol leader must consider
that every hostile patrol in his rear makes his messenger
service so much less secure.

3. The patrol and the parts thereof proceed by bounds.
When crossing a ravine, stream or narrow valley, the two
leading men should be on the farther side before the main
body crosses. When approaching a crest the leading man
should increase the gait and get-up on it well ahead of the
remainder of the patrol. Both men will then have time to
look over the crest to the ground beyond before exposmg

themselves on the top.
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CHAPTER III
- Advance Guards, Rear Guards and Outposts

The general pr1nc1ples that govern the operations of
advance guards, rear guards, and outposts are applicable
no matter what the composition of these bodies. We are at
present concerned with the application of these principles
to cavalry (a) when acting alone or as the predominating
arm, and (b) when constituting a part only of an infantry
organization on these duties.

Advance Guards

~ This subject will be considered under the headings:

(a) Cavalry advance guards, 1.e., when cavalry 1s the pre-
dominatmg arm.

(b) When cavalry constltutes a part only of an infantry
advance guard.

Generally speaking, a cavalry advance guard is used
with a cavalry command, although cavalry may constitutce
the predominating arm of an advance guard of an infantry
command. The only important difference in its action is
that in the latter case 1t must conform to the pace of the
infantry. |

| CAVALRY ADVANCE GUARDS

Our Field Service Regulations define advance guard
as follows: An advance guard is a detachment of the main .

body which <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>