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INT RODUCT ION

HE au tho r does not ove r - es timate

I the impo rtance o f th i s l i tt l e book :i t i s noth i ng mo re th an i ts t i t l e
c l a ims . I t cons i s ts o f th ree l ectu re s given
to popu l a r aud i ence s

,
wi th the accompan i

ment o f many i l l u s t rat i ons . I t rep resents ,
howeve r

,
a cons i de rab le amount o f wo rk

i n an a lmost vi rgi n fie ld . I t h as i nvo lved
h a rd j ou rneys to remote mounta i n mon

asteries
,
and days and n i gh ts o f conve rsa

t i on and i nqu i ry wi th many monks and
p ri ests . I t i s no t

,
howeve r

,
a p ro found

s tudy no r an exh austi ve p resentat i on . I t
b a re ly touches many a subj ec t

,
whi ch wou ld

a lone fu rn i sh more mate r i a l th an cou ld
be t reated i n th ree such l ectu res . I t bu t
sc ratches the su r face .

The mate ri a l wh i ch i t p resents i s how
eve r new . Outs i de o f Mrs . B i shop’s ac

coun t o f he r vi s i t to the D i amond Moun
ta i n monaste ri e s and scatte red re fe rences i n
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I NTROD U CT I ON

he r book to a few loca l temp les
,
the re i s

a lmost noth i ng on the subj ect o f Ko rean
Buddh i sm access i b l e to Engl i sh re ade rs .
A gl ance a t ou r b ib l i ography wi l l show that
not one o f the books o r a rti c l e s the re l i s ted
appea red i n the West . A l l were p ri n ted
a t Seou l

,
Sh angh a i and Tokyo and pub

l ications appea ri ng a t those cente rs a re l i tt l e
known outs i de . To a id se r i ou s re ade rs

,

who may ca re to secu re them
,
the pub

l i she rs’ names a re given i n ou r l i s t . The
au tho r h as care fu l ly re ad a l l the i tems l i s ted
and acknowledges i ndebtedness to a l l the
au tho rs .
The ac tu a l amount o f mate r i a l fo r the
fu l l s tudy o f Ko rean Buddh i sm i s eno r
mous . There a re many vo l um inou s wo rks
i n Ch i nese and Ko re an dea l i ng wi th Ko r
ean h i s to ry ; when ca re fu l ly s i f ted , these
wi l l yi e ld many impo rtant f acts . Many ,
pe rh ap s a l l

,
of the monas te r i e s h ave rec

o rd s o f the i r h i s to ry somewhat a fte r the
natu re o f anna l s ; mos t o f these a re i n manu
sc r i p t

,
but a few h ave been p ri n ted

,
p re

sumab ly f rom wood -b locks cut at the estab
l ishment by the monks . There i s a th i rd

v i i i



I NTROD UCT ION

sou rce o f i n fo rmat i on
,
as vas t i n bu lk as

e i the r o f the othe r two ; i t i s the i n sc r i pt i ons
on monuments

,
whi ch a re sca tte red i n thou

sand s ove r the pen i nsu l a . The glean i ng o f

i n fo rmati on f rom these th ree sou rces — for

the work must abso l u te ly be o f the natu re
o f glean i ng — wi l l requ i re many yea rs

,
bu t

the wo rk i s wo rth the doi ng. I t i s u rgen t
a l so . Eve ry one o f these th ree sou rces i s
subj ec t to dest ruct i on and even now i s
th reatened . O ld books i n Ko re a a re be i ng
cons tant ly lost and des troyed ; new ed i t i ons
o f them a re o f ten ca re l ess ly and inaccur
ate ly rep roduced ; i n some cases , the new
ed i t ions a re i n ten ti ona l ly mut i l a ted

,
im

po rtan t p assages be i ng supp ressed . The
monaste ry reco rd s a re l es s secu re than eve r
be fo re ; wi th the new l i fe and ene rgy i n
these o ld es tab l i shments

,
renovati on and

c l ea ri ng out o f nooks and co rne rs and ove r
h au l i ng o f accumu l a t i ons o f p ape rs , p l aces
documents

,
the va l ue o f whi ch i s u nknown

o r unapp rec i a ted
,
i n se r i ou s j eopa rdy . A s

for the monuments many a re d i sappea ri ng
and othe rs a re becomi ng undec i phe rab l e
th rough weathe ri ng . There i s p ress i ng
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I NTRODU CT I ON

need then o f p rompt ly secu r i ng these ma
terials and maki ng them ava i l ab l e fo r s tudy .

The J apanese a re do i ng much good work .

They a re gathe ri ng o l d books and reco rd s .
Up to 19 1 5 more th an one hund red and fi fty
thou sand books

,
manusc r i p t and p r i n ted

,

h ad been gathe red by the Gove rnment
Gene ra l . Among these we re the “Anna l s
o f Yi ” numbe r i ng s ixteen hund red and
th i r ty- th ree vo lumes and the “Roya l
D i a r i es

,

” aggregati ng th i rty -one hund red
and n i nety- n i ne vo l umes

,

“al l h and -wri tten
wi th the b rush .

”
O f the “Anna l s ” the re

we re fou r se ts made unde r the Ko rean
gove rnment fo r the fou r o l d roya l l i b ra r i es .
The Roya l D i a r i es ” were comp i led at the
ki ng’s o rde rs ; they dated f rom Yi Taj o
h imse l f

,
bu t those up to nea r the end o f the

s i x teenth cen tu ry we re bu rned by the Ko
reans at the t ime o f the H i deyosh i invas i on ;
those now ex i s ti ng cove r the pe r i od f rom
1 623 to 1907 . J ap anese scho l a rs h ave or

gan iz ed a soc i e ty fo r rep ri n t i ng o ld and
ra re Ko rean books and h ave gotten out

many vo l umes . They a re p i l i ng up d i rec t
obse rvat ions a l so . F rom 1909 to 19 1 5 , they

[ X ]



I NTR ODU CT I ON

conducted a pen i nsu l a -wide su rvey o f

anc i en t monuments and h ave p r i n ted the
re su l ts i n fou r fine vo l umes

,
wi th Sp lend i d

i l l u s t ra t i ons
,
unde r the t i t l e Chos en ko

s ek i gafu . They have taken step s towa rd
the p rese rvat i on and

,
whe re neces sary , the

reconst ruc ti on o f impo rtant monuments
and notab l e bui ld i ngs . They a re copyi ng
the monaste ry reco rd s and u l timate ly wi l l
h ave a comp le te se t o f a l l th at rema i n . The
o ri gi na l s ough t to be le f t i n posses s ion o f

the monas te r i e s themse lves
,
wi th the ob

l i gat i on to gua rd and keep them sa fe ly.

A s to monumenta l i n sc r i p t i ons
,
the Gove rn

ment-Gene ra l has been equa l ly i nd ust r i ou s .
Up to Ma rch

,
19 1 5 , the re h ad been made

th i rteen hund red and seven ty-seven d i rec t
rubb i ngs f rom i nsc r i bed s tones

,
o f which

fo rty - fou r rep resen ted Syl l a
,
fo r ty- th ree the

pe r i od o f the Ko ryu Dynas ty and th i rteen
hund red and th ree the Yi Dyna s ty . I t is
fo rtunate th a t th i s p rese rvat i on o f mate r i a l
i s be i ng unde rtaken . The world wi l l p rofit
by i t , though i t may sti l l be l ong locked up
i n Ch i nese ch a rac te rs .
I n th i s book the wo rk o f Yi Nung Hwa i s

[ x i ]



I NTRODU CT ION

menti oned . H i s Buddh i s t magaz i ne shou ld
yi e l d some da ta o f va l ue . I f h i s H i s to ry o f
Korean Buddh i sm is p ri n ted i t ought to be
o f h i gh impo rtance

,
as he natu ra l ly h as a

much eas i e r ta sk i n consu l t i ng the o ri gi na l
sou rce

’

s th an any fo re igne r . I f h i s work i s
done wi th c a re and c ri t i c a l j udgment i t
shou ld be th e necessa ry found ati on fo r a l l
fu tu re s tudy . A l l depends upon how he
pe rfo rms h i s ta sk . Reade rs who become
i n te res ted i n ou r lectu res a re advi sed to read
B i shop Tro l l op e’s admi rab le I ntrod uction .

I t c l e a rs the ground and i nd i ca tes th e
d i rec t i on o f fu rthe r s tud i es .
The autho r h as hund red s o f negat ives
i l l u s t rat i ng Korean Buddh i sm . One hun
d red and fi f ty p i c tu res were u sed i n the
o r i gi na l l ec tu res . When cutt i ng down to
what seemed the abso l u te l im i t

,
i n se l ect i ng

p i c tu res fo r the book
,
he found th at he h ad

more th an doub le the numbe r pe rmi tted
by the necessa ry cond i t i on s . Fu rthe r re

ducti on was d i fficu l t and many p i ctu res
h ave been rej ec ted

,
whi ch a re more beau

t i fu l o r i n te re st i ng th an some o f those th a t
a re i nc l uded . The fina l cho i ce was based

[ x i i ]



I NTROD UCT ION

upon the des i re to gi ve as c le a r an idea as
poss ib le o f actu a l cond i t i ons and to repre

sent a l l the impo rtant ph ase s p re sen ted i n
the l ec tu res . One or two o f the p i ctu res
we re mad e by M anue l Gonz a l es i n 19 1 1 ;

a l l the othe rs a re the wo rk of Maebash i
Hambe i

,
who accompani ed me

,
i n my l as t

th ree exped i t i ons to Ko rea
,
as photographe r .

CHICAGO , July 1 2, 19 1 8 .
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KOREAN BUDDHISM

KOREAN BUDDH I SM : H I STORY

INCE 19 1 1 i t h as been my p ri vi l ege to
make fou r j ou rneys i n to Ko rea

,
so

long known as
“The H e rmi t King

dom . To -d ay Ko rea h as ceased to be an
i ndependen t n ati on ; she has been com

p le te ly abso rbed by J apan and fo rms p a rt
o f the J apanese Emp i re . I found much of
i n te res t i n the count ry . I s tud i ed the peo
p l e and the i r d a i ly l i fe ; I vi s i ted many o f
the famous po i n ts o f i n te res t and beau ty ;
I h ave s tud i ed somewhat i nto Ko rean h is
to ry . Noth i ng

,
howeve r

,
h as more in

tere sted me than the s tudy o f Korean
re l i gi ons

,
p a rt i cu l a r ly Buddh i sm . When

asked to give some publ i c l ectu res th i s
summe r

,
I consented gl ad ly to speak fo r

th ree even i ngs on the subj ec t o f Korean
Buddh i sm . My th ree l ec tu res wi l l dea l
wi th H i s to ry — Cond i t i on — A rt .

[ I ]



KOR EAN B UDD H I SM

The h i s to ry o f Ko rea fa l l s i n to th ree
sh a rp ly ma rked pe r i ods . The fi rs t is known
as the e ra o f the Th ree Ki ngdoms — it

ended wi th the yea r 9 1 8 , a yea r easy to t e

membe r becau se exactly one thousand yea rs
ago . The second i s the pe r i od o f the Ko ryu
Dynasty ; i t began wi th the yea r 9 1 8 and
ended i n 1 392 , a date e asy fo r u s to remem
be r becau se p rec i se ly a centu ry be fo re the
d i scove ry o f Ameri ca by Co l umbu s . The
th i rd pe r i od

,
known as the p e r i od o f the

Yi Dynas ty
,
began wi th 1 39 2 and conti nued

unt i l 19 10 , when the i ndependent h i s to ry
o f Ko rea ended wi th i ts abso rp t i on by
J ap an .

The h i s to ry o f Buddh i sm i n Ko re a i s
d ivi ded into the s ame th ree pe r i od s

,
as the

th i ngs wh i ch c aused b reaks i n the nati ona l
h i s to ry we re re l ated to the re l i gi on . We
sh a l l then speak o f the Buddh i sm o f the
Th ree Ki ngdoms

,
o f the Ko ryu Dynasty

and of the Yi Dynas ty .

The ea r ly pe r i od i s ca l l ed the e ra o f the
Th ree Kingdoms becau se a t th a t t ime the
pen i nsu la was occup i ed by th ree d i ffe ren t
na t i ons . The l a rges t

,
i n the no rth

,
was

[ 2 ]
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KOR EAN B U DD H I SM

Koreans and Koma by the J apanese ;
Fakehe on the Ko rean tongue becomes
Kud a ra wi th the J ap anese ; and whe re
the Ko rean says S i l l a

,
the J apanese says

Sh iragi.

Such then was the cond i ti on o f the
pen i n su l a p reced i ng 9 1 8 . I t was d iv i ded
i n to th ree ki ngdoms

,
each wi th i ts own

ru le r . Buddh i sm
,
a re l i gi on wh i ch began

i n I nd i a
,
came to Ko rea by way o f Ch i na .

I t n atu ra l ly fi rs t reached the no rthe rn
k i ngdom . I t was i nt roduced i n 369 AD .

and its i n t roduc ti on was the resu l t o f
fo re i gn mi s s i on a ry e ffo rt . I n those d ays
th e re was an Empi re o f Ch i na

,
bu t the re

we re a l so va r i ou s sma l l Ch i nese k ingdoms
a long the no rthe rn bo rde r o f the Korean
pen i n su la . Buddh i sm came to Koguryu
f rom one of these l i t tl e Ch i nese k i ngdoms

,

the ki ng of wh i ch sen t i ts mess age by
th e h and s o f a p r i e s t n amed Sundo

,
who

b rough t i do l s and sac red texts . H e was
we l l rece i ved on h i s appe a rance i n P’yeng
Yang. The ki ng o f the coun try p l aced the
c rown p ri nce i n h i s ca re fo r educati on . I n
a few yea rs the new re l i gi on h ad made

[ 4 ]







H I STO RY

grea t headway . I t h ad brought wi th i t
a rt and educati on

,
and the ki ngdom of

Koguryu became a cente r o f cu l tu re and
advancement .
F i ve yea rs l a te r

,
i n 374 , anothe r p r i e s t

named A do was sent f rom the same Ch i nese
ki ngdom . H i s comi ng added impetus to
the re l i gion and two grea t monaste r i e s
we re founded nea r P’yeng-Yang

,
ove r one

o f wh i ch Ado was p l aced
,
wh i l e Sundo

h ad ch a rge o f the othe r . These two mon
asterie s we re not on ly cente rs o f re l i gi on

,

they we re fu l l -fledged un ive rs i t i es acco rd i ng
to the i deas o f the uni ve rs i t i e s i n those d ays .
A f te r they we re founded Buddh i sm con

tinued to sp read rap id ly so th a t i n 39 2 i t
became the offi c i a l re l i gi on o f the k i ngdom .

We a re to ld th at i n th e yea r 378 , a s the
resu l t o f the comi ng o f these fo re i gn p ri e sts ,
the c i ty o f P’yeng-Yang was l a i d ou t as a
grea t sh i p . To u s th i s sound s s t range . I t
i s no t easy fo r u s to rea l i ze th a t a c i ty was
rea l ly rega rded as a grea t sh i p and th at a
mast was e rected i n i ts mid s t

,
app a rently

i n o rde r th a t the sa i l s o f p rospe ri ty migh t
wa ft the sh i p to good fo r tu ne and succes s .

[ 5 ]
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Outs ide the c i ty we re stone posts to wh i ch
the sh i p was to be t i ed up

,
and fo r many

yea rs i t was fo rb i dden to d i g wel l s i n the
c i ty because i t was fe a red th at i f a wel l
were dug , the boat wou ld Sp ri ng a l eak
and the whole p l ace wou l d be ‘founde red .

S uch was sc i ence i n the fou rth cen tu ry .

I t seems st range to u s now
,
bu t i deas o f th at

k i nd we re r i fe i n those d ays ; i n f ac t they
h ave not ye t d i s app ea red f rom popu l a r
though t i n Ko rea . I am not su re whethe r
such i deas a re connected wi th Buddh i sm

,

o r whethe r they on ly fo rm a p a rt o f th a t
o ld geomanti c ph i l osophy wh i ch h as so

grea t ly i nfluenced Ch i n a
,
Kore a and J ap an

th rough cen tu r i e s . We find geomant i c
su rvi va l s o f many ki nds i n many p l aces .
O l d masts a re sc a tte red a l l ove r Kore a

,

he re and the re
,
sometimes i n qu i te in acce s

s i b l e p l ace s ; bu i l t o f wood , they r i se to a
grea t he i gh t

,
and a re sheathed wi th meta l

,

whi ch may bea r an i nsc r i p t i on and date .

Many othe r p l aces th an P’yeng-Yang were
though t of a s grea t sh i p s — temp les

,
c i t i e s

,

ent i re va l l eys . (Pl ate VI I . )
A t Tongdo -sa

,
a grea t monas te ry i n the

[ 6 ]
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KOR EAN B UDD H I SM

they we re then
,
as now

,
i nd iv i du a l and

p ro fes s i ona l knowledge
,
no t to be l e a rned

i n school s .
The new re l i gi on nex t ente red the l i tt le
k i ngdom of Pakche . Th i s was i n the ye a r

3 84 . Th i s t ime i t was not sen t unso l i c i ted
by some l i tt l e Ch i nese k i ngdom

,
bu t c ame

by reques t f rom Ch i n a p rope r . The peo
p l e o f Pakche knew what B uddh i sm h ad
done fo r Koguryu and they asked the
Empe ro r o f Ch i na to send them a famous
p r i es t n amed M aran anda . I t seems th a t
he was a H i ndu

,
who h ad a grea t repu ta

t i on fo r l e a rn i ng . H e b rough t wi th h im
images and texts and a l l the p a raphe rna l i a
necess a ry fo r the go rgeou s ce remon i a l s
o f h i s re l i gi on . H e was rece i ved wi th
grea t respec t by the ki ng and was lodged
i n the p a l ace . Soon a f te r ten othe r p r i e s ts
c ame f rom Ch i na and the re l i gi on made
rap i d headway th rough Pakche . I t was
f rom Pakche i n the yea r 5 52 th a t Bud
dh ism was sent fo r the fi rs t t ime i n to
J apan . The ki ng o f Fakehe sen t images
and texts and a le tte r to the Empero r

,

Kimme i
,
s ayi ng th at i t was a good re l i gi on

,

[ 8 ]



H I STORY

and tha t he hoped the J apanese wou ld
accep t i t.

Las t o f the th ree k i ngdoms to rece ive
Buddh i sm was S i l l a

,
to wh i ch i t came

a bou t 424 . I t i s repo rted to h ave come
f rom the cap i ta l c i ty o f Koguryu ,

P’yeng
Yang

,
and the p ri es t who b rough t i t was

n amed Mukocha . H e appea rs to h ave
gone down the Tai dong R ive r to the se a and
then a round the pen i nsu l a and up the east
coas t i n o rde r to reach S i l l a . H e is a lways
spoken o f as a bl ack man

,
o r negro ; pe r

h aps he was ac tu al l y an A f r i can . There
seems to h ave been some myste ry abou t h i s
a r r i va l ; i t may be tha t the p eop le d id not
l i ke h is col o r

,
o r we re a f ra id o f h i s s trange

ap pea rance . H e h i red h imse l f ou t a s a
p lowman to a fa rme r named More i . H i s
emp loye r concea led h im i n a cave . I t is
s a i d th a t when he was h idd en i n th i s cave
i t f requent ly shone wi th glo ry . Outs id e the
cave the re was a peach t ree

,
wh i ch bu rs t

i nto b loom wi th flowe rs o f five d i ffe ren t
col o rs

,
and i n the wi nte r

,
when the re was

snow on the mountai ns ou ts id e
,
i ri se s and

othe r flowe rs o f wond rou s f ragrance a re

[ 9 ]
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s a i d to h ave broken the i r way up th rough
the snow . The b l ack monk i s s a i d to h ave
worn a red cap and a c r imson k esa . I t
wou ld seem that th e whole ne i ghbo rhood
mus t h ave known abou t these wonde rs .
Abou t th i s t ime i t is s a i d th a t an ambas
sado r f rom Ch i na came to the ki ng of S i l l a
a t h is cap i ta l c i ty o f Kyong Ju . The m e s

senge r brough t va r i ou s gi f ts
,
among them

a subs tance wh i ch no one knew ; i t had
neve r been seen be fo re i n S i l l a . I t seems
s trange th at the ambass ado r shou l d not h ave
known what he b rough t

,
bu t i t is asse rted

th at h e was i gno rant i n the matte r
,
and so

the ki ng sen t to the cave on ly ten m i l es
away — and o rde red the b l ack monk to
come to Kyong Ju to i den ti fy the gi f t . H e
h ad no troubl e i n recogn i z i ng i t

,
because i t

was i ncense
,
common enough in Ch i nese

Buddh i sm
,
bu t be fo re unseen i n S i l l a .

H e to l d them th at when bu rned befo re an
ido l wi th p raye rs o f f a i th

,
th e god was

su re to answe r p et i t i ons . I t h appened at
the momen t th at the k i ng’s d augh te r was
i l l

,
and he begged the b l ack monk to t ry

the efficacy o f i ncense and p raye r . Seven
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H I STORY

d ays he spen t i n p raye r be fo re the i do l and
a cu re was wrough t . Soon af te rwa rd s
Mukocha begged the ki ng to send to Ch i n a
and the Wes t for a rt i s ts to come and cut

figu res i n the rock wal l s o f h i s cave
,
as he

d es i red to make a chape l to the gods . The
reques t was sent

,
th e a rti s ts came

,
and i t i s

s a id th a t they spen t fo rty yea rs i n ca rvi ng
the wonde rfu l figu res wh i ch to th i s d ay
ado rn the wa l l s o f the l i t tl e c i rcu l a r ch ape l
i n the mounta i n cave . I t wou ld requ i re a
sepa ra te l ec tu re fo r me to te l l you o f my vi s i t
to th at rema rkab l e sh ri ne

,
wi th i ts genu i ne

t re asu res o f a rt . (Pl ate s VI I I , IX . )
I must

,
howeve r

,
s ay someth i ng abou t

the o ld cap i ta l c i ty o f Kyong Ju . I t h ad i ts
pe ri od o f glo ry

,
and i ts ru i n s a re s t i l l imp res

s ive . A lmos t fi f teen hund red yea rs h ave
passed s i nce the b l ack monk b rought i n the
new re l i gi on . To -day the re rema i ns on ly a
l i t t l e town

,
bu t a l l the country a round i s

sp r i nkled wi th the re l i cs o f the p as t . H e re i s
the sp l end i d grave o f Gene ra l Kim

,
twe lve

hund red yea rs o ld . I t i s f aced a round wi th
stone s l abs

,
set fi rmly i n p l ace

,
twe lve o f

them be i ng ca rved wi th the an imal s o f the
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E aste rn Zod i ac . H e re a re the ru i ns of an
i ce -house , pe rh ap s n i ne hund red y ea rs o ld ;
cunn i ngly bu i l t o f s tone

,
unde r a mound o f

ea rth
,
wi th t rue a rch -vau l t i ng

,
i t she l te red

i ce fo r the ch i l l i ng o f food and the coo l i ng
of d r i nk a thousand yea rs ago . The re re

mai ns he re a po rt i on o f a beau ti fu l p agoda ;
much o f i t was des troyed i n the s i x teenth
cen tu ry

,
when H i deyosh i’s a rmy of i nvas i on

came f rom J ap an and wrough t h avoc and
des truct i on i n Ko rea ; bu i l t i n the seventh
cen tu ry, i t was a beau t i fu l s t ructu re o f
Sp lend i d

,
tho rough ly-baked b l ack b r i cks

and stone ; s tone doo rs be low,
movi ng on

s tone p i vots se t i n s tone sockets we re dec
o ra ted wi th c a rved work . To -day on ly
the th ree lowe r s to r i e s rema i n

,
bu t they

se rve to show that the peop le we re t rue
a r t i s ts . H e re

,
too

,
one see s an ast ronomi ca l

obse rva to ry
,
bu i l t o f s tone

,
a so rt o f towe r

o f c i rcu l a r fo rm
,
seventeen fee t th rough ;

i t was i n tended fo r the obse rvati on o f
heaven ly bod i e s ; nea r ly th i rteen hund red
yea rs o f age

,
i t is pe rh ap s the o ldes t ex i st i ng

bu i l d i ng cons tructed fo r such pu rposes i n
the wo r ld .
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thousand s . Re l i g i ons th at p rospe r too
greatly become co r rup t . S ta te re l i gi ons
tend to become cu rses . Re l i gi ou s endow
ments t i e up money wh i ch the p eop l e need .

The d ead h and may hold unde r res t ra i n t
p rope rty wh i ch shou ld be at wo rk

,
he l p i ng

the wo rld . A l l th i s h appened wi th Bud
dh ism i n Ko rea . I n the l as t d ays o f the
Th ree Ki ngdoms Ko rean Buddh i sm was
refined and a rt i s t i c

,
imp ress i ve and beau

t i fu l
,
bu t was co r rup t and h a rmfu l rathe r

th an he l p fu l .
We may

,
pe rhap s

,
take the d ate 685 AD .

as ma rki ng the greates t glo ry o f S i l l a . A t
th a t t ime she was ga i n i ng powe r ove r the
ne i ghbo r i ng k i ngdoms and be fo re he r
glo ry ended she ru led the who le pen i nsu l a .

I n 876 the k i ng o f S i l l a was n amed
Chung — a l so c a l l ed Hongang. Du r i ng
h i s ru l e the country was rap i d ly dec l i n i ng .

H e was fo l lowed by h i s b rothe r
,
who i n

tu rn was succeeded by his s i s te r
,
who be

came queen o f S i l l a i n 888 . H e r name was
M an . The on ly reason why we menti on
these th ree ru l e rs i s th a t we wi sh to i n t ro
duce the man who led up to the second

[ 1 4 ]



H I ST ORY

pe r i od o f Korean h i sto ry . H i s name was
Kun -ye . H e was the son o f ki ng Chung

,

by a concubi ne
,
bu t neve r became ki ng of

S i l l a . When his aunt
,
queen Man

,
was

ru l i ng , he became a d i s tu rb i ng e l ement ,
head i ng an i nsu r rec ti on . The glo ry o f

S i l l a was rea l ly p as t and the o ld ki ngdom
was rap id ly dec l i n i ng . Kun -

ye was fo r
tunate i n h avi ng an exce l l en t gene ra l

,

named VV ang-on
,
and made headway wi th

h i s rebe l l i on ; found i ng a new ki ngdom i n
cen tra l Ko rea

,
he gradua l ly extended h i s

ru l e , th rough the ski l fu l l ead e rsh i p o f
Wang-on

,
un ti l much o f the midd l e p a rt

o f the pen i nsu l a was unde r h i s contro l .
Bu t the man was mad

,
re l i gi ous ly mad .

H e was not on ly a Buddh i s t ; he ca l l ed
h imse l f a Buddha . Und e r the c loak o f
re l i gi on he d id a l l k i nd s o f wi ld and
wi cked th i ngs

,
and i ndu lged in the most

absu rd ext ravagances . F i na l ly the bu rd en
o f h is ty ranny and h i s re l i gi ou s c l a ims be
came so heavy th a t h i s o ffi c i a l s p lotted
aga i nst h im and begged h i s gene ra l

,
Wang

on
,
to d eth rone h im and se i ze the powe r .

U l t imate ly th at ve ry th i ng happened
,
and
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in the yea r 9 1 8 , one thou sand yea rs ago ,
Wang-on became the fi rs t k i ng o f a new
dynasty

,
th at o f Koryu .

Befo re we leave the p e r iod o f the Th ree
Ki ngdoms

,
howeve r

,
l e t u s noti ce two ih

teresting matte rs . You remembe r th at
B uddh i sm was b rough t to the Th ree Ki ng
doms by th ree p r i es ts — Sundo

,
Ma ra

nanda
,
M ukocha . Sundo was a man f rom

Tibet ; I suppose he rep resen ted th e grea t
Mongol i an race

,
th a t h e was a ye l l ow

man ; M aranand a
,
who b rough t re l i gi on

to Pakche was a H i ndu ; p resumably he
rep resen ted the C aucas i c peop l es ; he may
have been d a rk

,
bu t ou r cou rts wou ld

p robab ly h ave to ca l l h im a wh i te man ;
M ukocha was ca l led a b l ack man

,
a negro

,

and p robab ly rea l ly rep re sen ted the Eth io
p i an race . I s i t no t i nte res ti ng th at the
p en i nsu l a o f Ko rea shou ld have rece i ved
its fi rs t gene ra l ly sp re ad re l i gion th rough
rep re sentat i ve s o f the th ree grea t races o f
the wo r ld

,
the ye l l ow

,
wh i te and b l ack ?

Buddh i sm
,
the fi rs t u n ive rsa l re l i gi on th at

the wo rl d eve r saw
,
ea r ly made an appea l

to a l l men
,
rega rd l ess o f co lo r and o f race .
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Two famous men
,
Ch i nese

,
l ived d u r i ng

th i s p e ri od . Thei r names we re Fa -h i en
and H iouen -Tsi ang . I n 399 AD . Fa -h i en
sta rted on foot f rom Ch ina

,
to vi s i t I nd i a

,

to l ea rn o f Buddh i sm and Buddh a i n the
o ld home . H e t rave l l ed many thousand s
o f mi le s o f wea ry p i l grimage i n o rd e r to
b ri ng back wi th h im f resh i do l s and cor

rec t texts and new i nsp i rat i on f rom the
c rad l e o f the grea t re l i gi on . I t was mo re
th an two hund red yea rs l a te r

,
i n 629 , th at

H iouen -Tsi ang made the same j ou rney .

Th ink o f the dange r these men p assed
th rough ' They c rossed dese rts

,
wh i ch even

to-day a re a lmos t impassab le ; they c l im bed
d i fficu l t mounta i n s and c rossed b road ri v
e rs ; they j ou rneyed th rough countr i es o f
host i l e peop le s ; they h ad to t rave l wi th
out a rt i fic i a l means o f t ranspo rta ti on
th rough d i s t r i c ts o f fo re i gn speech ; they
d id a l l j u s t to v i s i t the o ld home of the
G reat Teache r

,
and to ge t h i s re l i gi on at

fi rst h and . We have the reco rd o f the i r
t rave l s . Thei r s imp l e d i a ri e s h ave been
t rans l a ted i n to va ri ous l anguages o f As i a
and i nto Engl i sh

,
F rench and othe r Eu ro
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pean tongues . Fa - h i en was fi f teen yea rs
upon h i s p i l gr image

,
H iouen -Tsi ang s i x

teen yea rs . Both l i ved to come back to
the i r homes to the gre a t advantage o f the i r
co- re l i gi on i s ts .
We have no d i a r i e s wr i t ten by o ld Ko
rean p i l gr ims

,
bu t we know tha t d u ri ng the

glow o f ea rly convertsh ip many f rom the
pen i nsu l a made the same j ou rney to the
West . 1 Between 63 8 A .D. and 650 seven a t
l e as t wen t f rom Korea to I nd i a to s tudy the
new rel i gi on i n i ts o l d home Most o f
them d i ed the re

,
neve r retu rn i ng to the i r

n at ive l and .

We now come to the second d i vi s i on o f
Ko rean h i sto ry and i ts B uddh i sm

,
th a t o f

the Ko ryu Dynas ty . You remembe r th a t
Gene ra l Wang -on

,
when h i s roya l mas te r

went c razy and the offi c i a l s revo l ted
,
se i zed

the ki ngly powe r . H e removed the c ap i
ta l to Songdo . S i l l a qu i ckly went to i ts
fina l f a l l and the new ki ngdom contro l l ed
the whole pen i n su l a . Wang-on rea l i zed
pe rfect ly th a t the abuse o f Buddh i sm had
been the ch i e f t roub l e wi th Kung-ye . H i s
comi ng into powe r was l a rge ly due to an
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anti -Buddh i s t i c movement . S t i l l
,
he h im

se l f was Buddh i s t and wh i le he d id much
to check the abuses o f the re l i gi on he con
tinued to p racti se i t on a more modes t
sca l e . A t h i s new cap i ta l h e end ed the fi rst
yea r o f h is ru le

, 9 1 8 , wi th a famous fest i va l
o f whi ch we h ave a desc r i p t i on .

Th e re was a n e normou s la n t e rn , hung about
with hund r eds o f o th e r s u nde r a t e n t made o f a

n e two rk o f s i lke n co rds . Mu s ic was a n im
po rta n t e l em e n t . Th e re we re a l so repre s e n ta
t io n s o f drago n s , b i rds , e l epha n ts , ho rs e s , ca rts
and bo a ts . Dan cing wa s p rom in e n t and there
we r e i n a ll a hundred fo rm s o f e n t e rta i nm e n t .
Ea ch o ffi ci a l wo re the lo ng , flow ing sl e e v e s ,
and e a ch ca rr i ed the ivo ry m emo ra ndum tabl e t s .
The king sat on a high pla t fo rm and wa tched
the e n te rta i nme n t . (Hulb e rt . )

You see he was ve ry fa r f rom cutt i ng
loose f rom Buddh i sm . I n rea l i ty

,
the re

l igion flou ri shed ove r the whole pen i nsu l a .

When Wang-on d i ed i n 942 , he l e f t a
wri tten message fo r h i s son and succes so r .
I t con ta i ned ten ru les o f conduc t fo r h i s
gu id ance as ki ng

,
wh ich we re numbe red

f rom one to ten . Th ree h ad to do wi th
re l i gi on

,
and

,
o f cou rse

,
th at re l i gi on was
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Buddh i sm . I n the fi rs t ru l e he adv i sed
h i s son to cont i nue to recogn i ze Buddh i sm
as th e s ta te re l i gi on . The second ru l e was
th at he shou l d bu i l d no more monas te r i e s .
Whi le i t was a good th i ng to cont i nu e
Buddh i sm

,
i t was a bad th i ng to bu i l d

mo re monaste r i es
,
as too much money h ad

a l ready been expended upon them . The
s ixth o f the ru les was fo r the es tab l i sh
ment o f an annu a l Buddh i s t fes t iva l o f the
same natu re a s the one he h ad ce l eb ra ted
at the end o f h i s fi rs t yea r . So Wang-on
d i d not dest roy Buddh i sm bu t conti nued i t .
I n cou rse o f t ime the o l d re l i gi on t e

ga i ned much o f i ts h a rmfu l and de struc
t i ve i nfluence . F rom h i s to ry we may cu l l
a few events th a t i l lu st rate i ts powe r .
Abou t the begi nn i ng o f the e leventh cen

tu ry the re came f rom Chi n a a fu l l e r d eve l
opment o f Confuc i an i sm th an h ad be fo re
ex i sted . Abou t 1026 th i s i nfluence be
came ve ry s trong ; the offic i a l c l ass , as
was natu ra l

,
was Con fuc i an i s t ; i t o rgan i zed

and d i rected gove rnmenta l ac t i on ; between
the offi c i a l s

,
Confuc i an i s ts

,
and the p r i es ts

,

Buddh i s ts
,
the re grew up a dead ly confl i c t
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wh i ch l asted on th rough a l l the centu ri e s .
I n 1036 the k i ng was d evou tly Buddh i s ti c .
H e “dec reed th at i f a man h ad fou r sons
one o f them must become a monk ; because
o f th e Buddh i s t c anon aga i ns t the sp i l l i ng
o f blood

,
the death pena l ty was ch anged to

ban i shment ; anothe r grea t annua l fes t iva l
was i ns t i tu ted . The ki ng a l so encou raged
the cu s tom o f h avi ng boys go abou t the
s t reets wi th Buddh i s ti c books on the i r
backs f rom wh i ch the monks re ad a loud
as they wen t a long

,
to secu re b le ss i ngs fo r

the peop l e .

”

(H u lbe r t . )
I n 1046 i t i s s a i d the ki ng fed and lodged
ten thousand monks i n h i s p a l ace . I n 1056

or the reabouts one son out o f th ree was
compe l l ed to become a monk . I n 1 1 36 i t
is s a i d th a t th i r ty thousand monks we re
p resen t a t a s i ngle ce remony .

Unde r such c i rcumstances
,
what wou ld

happen ? When a re l i gi on h ad such a hold
on the commun i ty — bu i ld i ng sp l end id
monaste r i es

,
e rect i ng grea t temp les

,
mak

i ng i do l s i n to whose cons t ruc t i on gi l t o f
pu re gold ente red i n quanti ty

,
making

be l l s o f meta l th at mi gh t h ave been bette r
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u sed fo r p racti c a l end s
,
d ra i n i ng the peop le

o f wea l th by gi vi ng eno rmou s p rope r t i e s
e te rn al ly i nto the possess i on o f re l i gi ou s
e s tab l i shments — a c rash was bound to
come . I t c ame i n Korea . The country
h ad been d ra i ned ; the peop le h ad been
heavi ly bu rdened ; the men who as monks
and p ri es ts shou ld h ave l ed i n i n st ruct i on
and good l ivi ng we re noto r i ou s examp le s
o f profl igacy and co r rup ti on .

A t l as t
,
i n 1 392 , a man a rose who fought

aga i ns t the k i ng . The excuse fo r h is fight

i ng was the f ac t th a t the gove rnment was
gi ven ove r to a co r rup t re l i gi on . J us t a s
be fo re i t was the success fu l gene ra l who
became the founde r o f a new dynasty ; i n
th i s c ase a l so he h ad been loya l a t fi rs t to
the deposed k i ng . The man’s n ame was
Yi

,
and h is t i t l e Taj o

,
and he i s common ly

known i n Ko rea as Yi-Taj o . H e i s reve red
as the founde r o f the dynas ty wh i ch h as
j u s t ended . I n 1 39 2 th e o l d ki ngdom of
Ko ra i d i s appea red and wi th i t th e dynasty
o f Ko ryu

,
and i n the i r p l ace came the

mode rn Chosen and the Yi Dynasty . Seou l
became the new cap i ta l .
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those m iriok wh i ch we re a rt i fic i a l ly sh aped
to human fo rm — Buddh a - l i ke — c ame i nto
be i ng . Were the re t ime

,
we wou ld speak

o f va r i ou s o f the l a rge r m iriok i n Ko rea
,

l i ke the grea t p a i r a t P aj u and the coup le
a t A n sung. O f the l a rgest

,
howeve r

,
th a t

a t Eunj in ,

2 we wi l l s ay someth i ng . The re
a re many s t range s to r i e s connected

'

wi th i t .
I t i s appa rent ly a natu ra l p i nnac l e o f rock

,

whi ch h as been ca rved i nto the sh ape o f a
Buddha ; i t is more th an fi fty fee t h i gh and
can be seen f rom a great d i s tance ; i t i s
mo re th an ni ne hund red yea rs o l d ; i n i ts
p re sen t fo rm i t i s even to d ay worsh i pped
by thousand s o f peop le ; i n the p ast the re
h ave been times when ten s o f thou sand s
gathe red at once to wo rsh i p i t . (Pl ate X . )
I t i s s a i d tha t the s tone sudden ly ap

peared , pu sh i ng up f rom the ground and
th at i t c r i ed ou t wi th the vo i ce o f a boy ;
i t was seen by a woman who was gathe r i ng
fe rns fo r e at i ng ; when she repo rted the
m i rac l e i t was confi rmed by an ofli cia l

i nspec t i on a f te r wh i ch o rde rs we re given
th at i t shou ld be ca rved to i ts p resent
fo rm .
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No l and su rp asse s Ko rea i n i ts abun
d ance o f loca l ta l e s . Eve ry h i l l

,
va l l ey

,

consp i cuou s rock
,
s t ream and poo l o f

wate r h as i ts s to ry . Eve ry m iriok of
p romi nence i n the count ry h as t rad i ti ons
associ ated wi th i t . The one most com
mon ly to l d o f th i s grea t m iriok runs a s
fo l l ows : A count ry man who had been to
the cap i ta l

,
retu rn i ng to h i s home passed

th i s grea t s tone figu re . H e noti ced a pea r
t ree growi ng f rom the head

,
wh i ch bo re

seve ra l fine pea rs . The though t occu r red
to h im to ca r ry one o f these to h i s v i l l age
as a p resen t fo r the magi st rate . With
i nfin i te d iflicu lty he c l imbed up the smooth
su rface o f the figu re

,
the magn i tude o f

the ach ievement wi l l be evi dent f rom an
i nspect i on o f the p i ctu re . When he
reached th e face and c l imbed ove r the l i p s
he hes i ta ted as to whethe r to p as s up
th rough the nos tr i l

,
— a foo l i sh p rocedu re

as i t was a bl i nd passage
,

— or c l imb a round
the nose . H e dec i ded upon the fo rme r
method and p roceeded to worm h i s way
i nto the open i ng . H e expe r i enced a
mighty shock and

,
when he came to h im
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se l f
,
found th a t h e was lyi ng on the ground .

H i s p resence i n the nos tr i l h ad i r r i ta ted
the figu re wh i ch h ad sneezed

,
thu s th row

i ng h im to the ea rth . Rue fu l ly rubb i ng
h i s b ru i ses

,
he looked upwa rd a t the figu re

regre t fu l fo r h i s l os t e ffo r t . Bu t h e h ad
a fte r a l l been fo rtuna te and the s ame sneeze
wh i ch h ad d i s lodged h im h ad sh aken one
o f the pea rs f rom the tree and i t h ad fa l l en
on the gras s nea r by. P i ck ing i t u p he
h astened on h i s way rejo i c i ng .

The second i tem connected wi th th i s
p e r i od to wh i ch I wi sh to re fe r i s the cut
t i ng o f wood -b locks fo r p ri nt i ng the ent i re
Buddh i s t sc r i p tu re s . The se t o f b locks i s
s t i l l p rese rved i n the anc i en t monaste ry o f
H a i n - sa . They we re made du ri ng the
re i gn o f Ki ng Kojong and a re seven hun
d red yea rs o ld . The re a re e i gh ty-one thou
sand o f these b locks and each of them p ri n ts
an en ti re p age o f a Buddh i s t text . A l

togethe r they p r i n t s i x thousand e i gh t hun
d red and five vo l umes

,
one thousand five

hund red and e l even d i ffe ren t wo rks . A

spec i a l bu i ld i ng i s devoted to the i r p res
ervation and they h ave been taken ove r by
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goda Pa rk at the cente r o f the C i ty .

4 Thi s
p i ou s k i ng was succeeded i n 1469 by h i s
young son

,
Chasan . H is mothe r

,
the l ate

ki ng’s wi dow
,
was a t fi rs t h i s regent bu t i n

1472 he took the ac tu a l re i n s o f powe r and
almost h is firs t ac t was to d r i ve Buddh i sm
ou t o f Seou l . H e not on ly abo l i shed a l l
th e monaste r i e s and temp le s i n the cap i ta l
c i ty

,
bu t i n eve ry c i ty and town th rough

ou t the ki ngdom . The p ri es ts took re fuge
in the mounta i ns and f rom th at t ime down
unt i l the se l a tte r d ays the re h ave been no
Buddh i s t temp les i n Korean c i t i e s . There
h ave on ly been monas te r i e s i n the moun
ta i ns

,
o ften i n i naccess ib l e p l aces .

Those were d ras t i c measu res and unde r
them Korean Buddh i sm su ffe red and sank
to l owest ebb . I t p assed th rough h a rd
t imes du r i ng fou r hund red yea rs and more
o f ex i l e . S t i l l the re l i gi on was not dead

,

and du r i ng th i s pe r i od o f tes t i t even
showed some s i gns o f wo rth .

I n 1 592 , H i d eyosh i sen t h i s great a rmy
f rom J ap an to conque r Ko rea . I t was
unde r two gene ra l s

,
one a Ch ri s t i an and

the othe r a B uddh i s t . The i nvade rs
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wrough t grea t des t ruct i on i n the un for

tunate pen i nsu l a . Many o f the temp le s
and monas te r i e s i n the mounta i n s we re
des t royed

,
a l ta rs we re s t r i pped o f t rea su res

,

monks and p ri es ts d ri ven f rom the i r s anc
tuaries . Du r i ng th i s i nvas i on some o f the
p ri e sts showed themse lves loya l , thu s H u l
be rt te l l s u s

Hy u-Chung , known throughout the E ight
Pro v in c e s a s th e g re a t t e a che r o f So san , wa s
a man o f grea t n a tu ral ab i li ty a s we l l a s o f

g rea t learn ing . H i s pup il s we r e numb e red by
thousa nds and we re found i n e v e ry p ro v inc e .

He ca ll ed toge the r two thou s a nd o f them and

app e a red be fo re the king a t Eu iju a nd said :
“We are o f the commo n peopl e , but we are

al l the king’s s e r v a n t s and two thou sand o f u s

ha v e com e to di e fo r Your Ma j e s ty .

” The
king wa s much p lea s e d by thi s d emo n st ra tio n o f
loya l ty and made Hyu-Chung a Pri e st-Ge n e ra l
a nd to ld him to go i n to camp at Pop-H eung
Mo n a s te ry . H e did so , and from tha t po i n t
s e n t out a ca l l to all the mo n a st e ri e s i n the la nd .

In Chul la p ro v i n c e wa s a wa rrio r-monk , Ch
’
o e

Yung and at Diamo nd Moun ta i n a no the r nam ed
Yu-Chung . Th e s e came w i th o v e r a thou sa nd
fo l lowe r s and we n t i n to camp a few m il e s to
the Ea s t o f P’yeng-Ya ng . Th ey had no in
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t e n t io n o f e ngaging i n a ctua l ba ttl e , but they
a cted a s sp ie s , took cha rge o f the comm i s sa ria t
and made them s e lv e s gen e ra l ly u s e fu l . During
ba ttle they stood behind the t roop s and shouted
e n cou ragemen t . Yu-Chung , t ru st i ng to his

p rie stly ga rb , went into P
’ye ng-Ya ng to see the

J apa nese ge nerals .

Thus we see
,
th a t no twi th s tand i ng the

cond i ti on o f pove r ty , i gno rance and un im
po rtance to wh i ch the Buddh i s t monks
h ad sunk the re we re s ti l l among them
teache rs o f grea t l e a rn i ng wi th c rowds o f
s tudents

,
who we re ready to se rve the i r

k i ng i n h is hou r o f tr i a l .
I n 1 660 a cu ri ou s cond i t i on h ad a r i sen .

Wi th these mounta i n monas te r i e s open to
a l l who came

,
they h ad become a refuge

fo r the d i s a ffec ted . Suppose a man h ad
troub le wi th h i s f ami ly

,
he wou ld become

re l i gi ou s and re t i re to a monas te ry as a
monk ; i f a man fa i l ed i n bu s i ness , he might
find re fuge the re ; fo r one reason o r anothe r
i t was easy fo r a man who was V i c i ou s o r a
f a i l u re o r unhappy to seek escape i n the
mounta i n monaste r i e s . Thousand s flocked
to them unti l the gove rnment became d is
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turbed and abou t 1660 the ki ng i ssued an
ed i c t “ th a t no more men wi th f ami ly t i e s
shou l d dese rt them i n th i s way and th a t
a l l monks who h ad fami l i es l iv i ng shou ld
do ff the i r re l i gi ou s ga rb and come back
to the world and suppo rt the i r fami l i e s
l i ke hones t men .

”

Notwi th s tand i ng neglec t
,
pove rty

,
and

l imi tat i on s the monaste r i e s showed rema rk
ab le recupe ra ti ve powe r a f te r the de struc
t i on wrough t by H i d eyosh i’s a rmi es . Thus

,

Pawpchu
- sa was p rac t i ca l ly des t royed and

the grea t mass o f fine bu i ld i ngs now the re
h as been const ructed s i nce . Some o f the
great monaste r i e s f a rthe r sou th a l so su f
fe ted seve re ly ; ye t the d amage h as been
fu l ly repa i red . (Pl ate I I . )
N or d i d scho l a rsh i p complete ly d isap
pea r in these l a te r yea rs . When D r . Legge
t rans l ated Fa-h i en’s d i a ry i n to Engl i sh

,
he

had fou r ed i t i on s o f the wo rk a t h and
two Ch i nese

,
one J apanese and one Ko

rean ; the l a tte r , whi ch bea rs the da te 1726 ,
was the most s at i s f ac to ry and was supe r i o r
a s a p i ece o f book-mak ing.
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COND ITION

ITH the ex i l e o f Buddh i sm to the
mounta i n s seve ra l re su l ts ensued .

I n the fi rst p l ace each monas te ry
became a th i ng by i tse l f ; the re was no

un i ty
,
no combi nat i on

,
no fo rce in the

movement o f Buddh i sm as such
,
ove r the

ki ngdom . I n the second p l ace
,
not be i ng

pe rmi tted to en te r the c i t i e s
,
the Buddh i s t

p r i e s ts came to be looked upon wi th con

temp t by the peop l e ; they we re , o f cou rse ,
beggars

,
vowed to pove rty — they h ad a l

ways been th at
,
bu t they h ad h ad respec t ;

wi th the i r sec l u s i on i n the mounta i n mon
asteries th ey lost what hono r h ad been
att r i bu ted to them ; they became i gno ran t,
v i c i ou s and dep raved .

I n h i s H istory of Korea D r . H u lbe r t
s ays :

In 1 902 , a ve ry de term i n ed attemp t to re

v i v e the Buddhi s t cul t wa s made . The Empe ro r
[ 32 ]
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The yea r 1902 came r i gh t be tween those
two great wa rs

,
wh i ch we re fough t on

account o f Korea . I n 1 902 the man who
h ad been Ki ng — th e l as t re a l rep re sen ta
t ive o f the Yi Dynas ty h ad become Em

p eror. One o f the re su l t s o f the wa r o f
1 894 was to make Korea an emp i re , and
he r k i ng an empe ro r . The e ff o rt to re

es tab l i sh and revive Buddh i sm was made
then du r i ng th i s p e r i od o f the emp i re .

The pass age quoted f rom H u lbe r t was
p ri n ted i n 1 905 . I t re fe r red to an a ttemp t
made In 1902 , whi ch he s ays fa i l ed , s i nce
Buddh i sm was dead . To -day is - 19 1 8 . I
h ave been vi s i t i ng Ko rea s i nce 19 1 1 and
h ave seen what seems to be defin i te growth
and rev iva l o f th e o l d re l i gi on . Buddh i sm
appea rs to- d ay to be ve ry fa r f rom dead i n
Ko rea . I t shows s i gns o f act i ve l i fe and
the re may be p rosp ects o f i ts fu tu re growth
and l a rge deve lopment .
The monas te r i e s o f Ko rea a re unde r
con tro l o f th i r ty head monas te r i e s . 5 Some
o f these h ave on ly two o r th ree un impor

tan t subo rd i nate monaste r i es
,
bu t othe rs

a re the head s o f rea l ly grea t groups . Fo r
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i ns tance
,
Yuchom-sa

,
i n the hea rt o f the

D i amond Mounta i n s
,
i s th e head o f fo rty

monaste r i e s i n th a t rema rkab le mass o f

peaks (Pl ates I I I , XVI I ) ; Pongeum - sa
,

wh i ch i s nea r Seou l
,
i s s a i d to be the head

o f e i gh ty- s i x monas te ri e s . These head
monaste r i e s i n 1902 h ad become greatly
reduced i n p rope rty

,
membe rsh i p

,
influ

ence and sp l endo r . They we re est ranged
f rom each othe r . The re was no fee l i ng o f
un i ty among them . Each monaste ry was
a th i ng by i tse l f and decay and co r rup ti on
we re eve rywhe re evi den t .
But abou t s i x yea rs ago the p ri e sts o f these

th i r ty head monaste r i e s came togethe r ;
they he ld a grea t mee ti ng and d i scu ssed
the i r common i n te res ts ; they decided
th at un i on was necessa ry and a fo rwa rd
movement

,
a th i ng such as was t ri ed

i n 1902 and wh i ch fa i l ed then . I t was
t r i ed aga i n and h as no t f a i l ed . They
e lec ted a p res i den t o f the i r commi ss i on

,

wi th a te rm of oflice o f one yea r . H i s
who le t ime i s devoted to the i n te res ts o f
un i ted Ko rean Buddh i sm fo r tha t yea r .

(Pl ate I . ) They bough t p rope r ty i n the
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c i ty o f Seou l and e rected a cent ra l bu i ld
i ng

,
p a rtly temp l e and p a rtly offi ce bu i l d

i ng . The expenses o f th i s head ofli ce a re
bo rne by the th i r ty temp les i n p ropo rt i on
to the i r impo rtance and wea l th . The
monaste r i e s a re graded i nto five group s and
each cont r i bu te s annua l ly a se t sum fo r
the advancement o f Buddh i sm i n the
p en i nsu l a .

Whi le i n S eou l l as t yea r
,
I v i s i ted a

theo logi ca l sem i n a ry o f B uddh i sm . I t
h as a good loca t i on i n a des i rab l e p a r t o f
the c i ty ; i t occup i e s a fine o l d Ko rean
bu i l d i ng ; i t h a s a co rp s o f te ache rs o f some
ab i l i ty ; I found s ixty-five s tudents i n at

tend ance . The i ns ti tu ti on h ad been run
n i ng fo r abou t th ree yea rs . Most o f the
studen ts we re a l re ady connected wi th some
of the mounta i n monas te r i e s ; they h ad
come i n fo r i n fo rmati on

,
fo r imp rovement

,

fo r fu r the r s tudy ; they we re looki ng fo r
wa rd to re tu rn to the i r temp le s wi th new
st rength and vi go r fo r the i r work The
young men wi th whom I ta lked seemed to
be ea rnest ly i n te res ted and anx i ou s fo r im
p rovement A defini te cou rse o f th ree
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yea rs i ns t ruct i on is offe red to them . The
numbe r o f s tuden ts h as grown stead i ly and
no dou b t the t ime wi l l come when the re
wi l l be hund red s o f s tudents i n th i s institu
t i on .

The re i s to -day a magaz i ne conduc ted i n
the i n te re s ts o f Korean Buddh i sm . I t h as
been p u b l i shed fo r someth i ng l i ke s i x
yea rs . The h i s to ry o f the ed i to r

,
Yi N ung

Hwa
,
i s r a the r inte re s ti ng.

6 H is f athe r i s
a p i l l a r o f the P resbyte r i an Chu rch i n
Seou l

,
one o f the mos t success fu l o f the

mi ss i on chu rches . The young man h imse l f
was educated i n Cathol i c schoo l s i n Seou l ;
his educati on came f rom fo re i gne rs , and
he is now offici a l i n te rp re te r fo r the Be lgi an
Consu l ; bu t he find s h is p leasu re and ou t
s id e i n te re s t in th i s magaz i ne fo r the ad

vancement o f Korean Buddh i sm . Son o f a
P resbyte r i an E lde r

,
t ra i ned i n Catho l i c

schoo l s
,
speaki ng F rench

,
Korean

,
Ch i nese

and J apanese
,
p ro fess i ona l ly engaged i n

se rvi ce a t a fo re i gn consu l a te
,
he i s the

ed i to r o f a magaz i ne fo r Buddh i s t propa
gand a '
Mr . Y i is a l so the au tho r o f a h i s to ry o f
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Korean Buddh i sm
,
wh i ch h ad not ye t been

p ri n ted when I saw h im . I t i s
,
I th i nk

,
the

on ly h i s to ry th at h as been wri t ten cove r
i ng the ent i re fiel d o f Ko rean Buddh i sm .

Eve ryth i ng th at i s p ri n ted i n Ko re a must
p ass unde r the eye o f the J ap anese gove rn
men t

,
and can be p r i n ted on ly wi th i t s p e r

mi s s ion . It makes no d i ffe rence whethe r
the mate r i a l is secu l a r o r re l i gi ou s

,
soc i a l

,

economi c
,
l i te ra ry o r pol i t i c a l . A t th e

t ime when we were speak i ng abou t h i s
book i t h ad been sen t i n to the gove rnment
fo r exami nat i on . I t i s to be hoped th a t i t
was app roved and th a t pe rmi s s i on was
given fo r its publ i c at i on . A book of th at
k i nd wou ld h ave importance and no such
book ex i sts

,
i n any mode rn fo rm ce r ta i n ly

,

fo r popu l a r re ad i ng.

One o f the most i n te res t i ng th i ngs i n con
nection wi th th i s mode rn movement o f
Korean Buddh i sm

,
and one wh i ch seems

to show th a t i t has rea l v i ta l i ty , i s the f ac t
th a t Buddh i s t books fo r common read i ng
a re be i ng p r i nted . Most Ko rean books a re
p ri nted i n Ch i nese ch a racte rs and a re thu s
sea l ed to the common p eop l e ; they can be
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read on ly by scho l a rs o r peop l e o f con

siderable educat i on . Ye t Ko rea i s s a i d to
h ave i nvented one o f the mos t pe rfec t sys
tems o f wri ti ng th a t the wo rld h as seen . I t
i s known as the ou-mu n and i s competent
to wri te the l angu age pe rfec t ly and eas i ly .

Bu t schol a rs i n Ko rea h ave neve r u sed the
ou-mun

,

‘i t h a s been con s i de red su i tab le
on ly for the i gno rant

,
fo r women and ch i l

d ren . I f a book is to reach the common
peop le

,
howeve r

,
and be wi de ly read

,
i t

shou l d be p ri n ted i n on -m un . The books
i s sued by the fo re i gn mi ss i ona ri e s i n the i r
p ropagand a h ave been p r i n ted i n ou-mun ,

o r i n a mixed sc ri p t o f Ch i nese ch a racte r
and ou-mu n . The fac t th a t seve ra l Bud
dh ist books h ave recent l y appea red p r i nted
i n ou -m u n shows tha t Ko rean Buddh i sm i s
reach i ng ou t a f te r the common peop le .

Two o f the se books dese rve spec i a l men
tion . One is ca l l ed the “E i gh t S cenes f rom
the L i fe o f Buddha .

” I t fo l lows qu i te
c lose ly the s to ry o f Buddha’s l i fe as to ld i n
othe r count r i e s . The book i s wi de ly off e red
a t book sto res and s t ree t s ta l l s and i s s a i d
to h ave cons id e rab l e sa l e . More i nte rest
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i ng th an i t
,
howeve r

,
is the a l lego ry ca l l ed

S e i-ye u
-k i. You remember th at i n the

seventh cen tu ry a Ch i nese p i l grim
,
H iouen

Ts i ang
,
went on foot f rom Ch i na to I nd i a

,

and th a t he c ame back loaded wi th books
and images fo r u se i n re l i g i ou s wo rsh i p .

That p i lgrim was rea l ly a h i s to r i c ch a r
acte r

,
and he wrote an account o f h i s

j ou rney
,
a s imp le and ch a rmi ng d i a ry o f

t rave l . H i s book was ca l l ed S e i-yeu - ki,

wh i ch i n i ts Engl i sh t rans l at i on appea rs
unde r the t i tl e o f “A Repo rt o f Buddh i s t
Ki ngdoms . ” I n i t h e desc r i bed the coun
tr i e s th rough wh i ch he h ad p assed

,
the

monas te r i e s and temp l es wh i ch he h ad seen
,

and the adventu re s he h ad unde rgone .

Now i n the th i r teenth centu ry a Ch i nese
monk wrote a book wi th a lmos t the s ame
name . A s p ronounced the re i s sc a rce ly
any d i ffe rence ; when the names a re wri tten
they a re eas i l y d i s t i ngu i shed . The wri te r ih
tended to imi ta te the n ame of the d i a ry o f
the o l d p i lgrim . I n h is s to ry

,
he says th at

a ce rta i n man named H iouen -Tsi ang — he

u ses the actu a l name o f the o ld p i lgrim
goes on a j ou rney to the West fo r books

,
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i do l s and i n fo rmati on
,
j u s t a s th e rea l

p i l gr im d id ; bu t i nstead o f te l l i ng a t rue
and s imp l e s to ry th i s man wri te s an a l le
go ry someth i ng o f the natu re o f “Pi l grim’s
P rogress . ” I t i s fu l l o f a ston i sh i ng adven

tu re s . I t seems th a t the Empero r o f Ch i n a
d i ed and came to l i fe aga i n . H e dete r
mi ned to send H iouen -Ts i ang

,

“the M as
te r

,

” to the West fo r books
,
i do l s and

p i c tu res . The Maste r s ta rted upon h i s
e r rand and as he t rave l l ed p i cked up a
st range group of comrades . The Empero r
h ad given h im a wh i te ho rse

,
and o f cou rse

he h ad to h ave a boy to take ca re o f i t ; i n
add i ti on he had fo r compan ions and he l pe rs
a monkey and a p i g . The maste r and h i s
th ree human compan ions we re gone

,
l i ke the

rea l p i lg rim
,
abou t fi f teen yea rs ; they t rav

c l led
,
o f cou rse

,
th rough the same countr i e s

,

bu t h ad s ta rt l i ng adventu re s . The maste r
was ve ry p iou s

,
bu t unp rac ti ca l ; i n fac t he

was a weak subj ec t fo r the he ro o f a s tory .

But the monkey was fine
,
and when they go t

i nto t roub le i t was a lways the monkey who
rescued them . When the maste r

,
th rough

h is l ack o f knowledge
,
and p ract i ca l ex
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perience , was caugh t by the most p a lpab le
t rap s and tr i cks on ly the monkey cou l d rescue
h im . Ye t they a l l abu sed the poo r c rea tu re .
Al l we re j e a lou s o f h im and on the s l i gh tes t
occasi on p i g o r boy o r ho rse u rged the
maste r to make the magi c h a t equ i pped
wi th tho rns and p i n s s queeze and hu rt the
monkey’s head i n o rde r “ th a t he sh a l l no t
become p roud .

” I t is rea l ly an i n te res t i ng
and beau t i fu l a l l ego ry . I t h as recen t ly been
t rans l a ted i nto Engl i sh by a mi ss i ona ry i n
Ch i na and anyone who wi shes may read i t .
Fo r hund red s o f yea rs i t h as been read i n
the o r i gi na l Ch i nese by Ch i nese

,
Koreans

and J apanese . To -d ay Ko reans may re ad
i t in the i r own l anguage

,
p r i nted i n ou

mun .

A l l these s igns o f l i fe seem to show th a t
Ko re an Buddh i sm is f a r f rom dead . I t is
coming fo rth f rom i t s mounta i n ex i le and
b i d s f a i r to make i tse l f fe l t i n the fu tu re .

Le t us exam ine fo r a moment the or

gan iz ation o f an o rd i n a ry monaste ry . The
monas te r i e s a re sc a tte red th rough the moun
ta i n s . Many o f them a re i n remote p l ace s
and i t i s d i ffi cu l t to reach them . Some a re
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so f a r back tha t i t wou ld be imposs i b l e fo r
them to go f a rthe r . I h ave no fea rs th at o rd i
na ry tou r i sts wi l l spo i l my de l i gh t i n Pawp
chu -sa

,
o r H a i n - sa

,
or Yu -chom -sa . I f one

d e s i res to see them he must p ay the p ri ce .
Take Pawpchu- sa fo r i n s tance . To see i t
we d i smounted f rom the ra i l road t ra i n and
took a Fo rd ca r ac ross count ry ten mi les
to a l i tt l e d i s t ri c t c ap i ta l ; the next d ay, by
gove rnment au tomob i l e

,
we went ou t ove r

a road wh i ch h ad j us t been pu t i n good
o rde r — the re was on ly one b reak i n i t
th a t was se r i ou s ; fo r fo rty m i le s we t rav
c l led ove r th i s mounta i n road

,
deepe r and

d eepe r among the h i l l s
,
up and up i nto the

na r rowi ng va l l ey
,
unti l wi th mounta i n s on

a l l s id es o f u s we reached the vi l l age o f
Poun . There we abandoned the au tomo

b i l e . The pa rty went by ho rses
,
but a ch a i r

h ad been p rovi ded fo r my benefit . I h ate
ch a i rs

,
and wou ld h ave much p re fe r red a

ho rse
,
though Korean ho rses a re l i tt l e

c rea tu res and d i sagreeab le . Thei r ga i t i s
a s bad as anyth i ng one can imagi ne ; the re
i s noth i ng l i ke a sadd l e

,
bu t on ly a b road

cu sh i on
,
wi thou t s ti r rups

,
and the t rav
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e l l e r’s legs h ang d0wn ove r the f ron t o f
the cu sh ion

,
one foot on each s i de of the

ho rse’s neck and the r i de r h as no contro l
wh ateve r ove r the ho rse ; no r h as anyone
e l se

,
a l though the mapu , o r boy

,

” runs
a long bes i de and h angs on to the h a l te r o r
st r i ke s the beas t wi th st i ck o r wh i p . I h ate
a Ko rean ho rse

,
bu t I h ate a Ch a i r worse .

Howeve r
,
we sta rted

,
the re s t on ho rses .

When we had gone abou t h a l f a m i l e the
ch a i r c a r r i e rs

,
though p ro fess i on a l s

,
de

c lared they cou ld go no f a rthe r ; th i s , of
cou rse

,
was a me re ques t i on o f we i gh t ; i t

was
,
howeve r

,
a grea t re l i e f to me .

P romp tly an exch ange was made wi th my
l i tt l e J ap anese photographe r and i nte r
p rete r

,
who took the Ch a i r

,
wh i l e I mounted

h i s ho rse the sma l l e s t and weakes t o f th e
ou tfit . We trave l l ed on and on fo r mi l es ;
we passed one r i dge beh i nd anothe r and
anothe r and anothe r

,
unt i l a t l as t we

reached Pawpchu - sa . Anyone who rea l ly
j ou rneys to Pawpchu - sa h as my rega rd and
b les s i ng .

The tr i p to H a i n - sa whe re the wood
bl ocks a re p rese rved

,
i s a t ryi ng one . We
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went by bar/1a . J ap ane se bar/ms a re bad ;
the J apanese themse lves th i nk them fa r
supe ri o r to Korean

,
bu t I p re fe r the l a tte r .

A bar/m i s made for s i x passenge rs
,
bu t

u sua l ly ca r ri e s e i gh t . The J apanese ba sha
h as two benches runni ng lengthwi se a t the
s id e s ; th ree pe rsons fi l l a bench

,
fou r ove r

fi l l one . The d rive r s i ts i n f ron t and a
s i ngle ho rse moves the conveyance . Such
is the J apanese ba sha . The Korean veh i c l e
has no benches a t the s i de s l i ke the J apanese
a ff a i r ; the p assenge rs s i t upon the floo r
wi th th i n

,
ru sh mats unde r them

,
p rob ab ly

to keep the floo r o f the veh i c l e c l e an ; the re
a re no sp ri ngs and the road s a re rough .

A f te r t rave l l i ng s i tt i ng on the sp r i ngles s
floo r fo r th i rty- two mi les

,
we abandoned

the ba sha
,
as the re was no longe r a c a r t

road
,
and rod e abou t seventeen mi l es on

ho rse s ; i t was l i ke t rave l l i ng ove r Mexi can
t ra i l s . Thus we reached H a i n - sa . I do not
begrudge a vi s i t to H a i n - sa to any pe rson ;
those who make the j ou rney d ese rve to be
t rea ted as f r i end s and b rothe rs .
Each monaste ry has i ts oflic ia l co rps .

F i r s t comes the head p ri e s t . H e has a
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h a rd time of i t . H e h as to dea l wi th the
ou ts i de wo r l d and to ove rsee eve ryth i ng ;
he i s bus i ne s s manage r ; he h as l i ttl e to do
wi th sp i r i tu a l d i rect i on

,
bu t has to sett le

a l l the qu a r re l s and dea l wi th a l l the
p rob lems th at p resent themse lves to the
monaste ry ; he ge ts a l l the h a rd work and
shou lde rs a l l the b l ame . H e rece i ve s

,
how

eve r
,
some ext ra r i ce and i s en ti t l ed to an

ext rao rd i na ry exh ib i t i on o f re spec t . H e
h as a counc i l l o r to he lp h im i n p rob lems
o f a se r i ou s n atu re . N ex t comes the re

l igiou s head , who l ead s the se rv i ces and
sees th at they a re p rope r ly obse rved . The
fi rs t re l i gi ou s se rvi ce o f th e d ay comes a t
th ree o’c lock A .M . A t th a t hou r th e v i s i to r
hea rs the be l l s and gongs and th e d ron ing
o f songs and p raye rs . The peop le o f the
monaste ry a l l tu rn ou t to ea r ly se rvi ce .
The re may be othe r se rv i ces th roughou t
the d ay ; the re a re a l so t imes o f med i ta t i on ,
and i n spec i a l h a l l s

,
where no d i s tu rbance

i s p e rmi tted
,
pe rsons spend hou rs or ent i re

days i n s i lence and p iou s though t . The re
i s a lways a s tewa rd whose bu s i ness i t is to
a ttend to th e food supp ly o f the en t i re
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monaste ry. I n a monas te ry o f a hund red
and fi f ty or two hund red pe rsons i n a re

mote mounta i n d i s t r i c t
,
th e s tewa rd’s work

i s impo rtant and exacti ng. A t eve ry mon
aste ry the re a re , o f cou rse , one or two cooks ,
whose bu s i nes s i t i s to p repa re the food .

There i s regu l a r ly a l so , a group o f l i tt l e
fe l lows

,
boys f rom ten to fif teen yea rs o f

age
,
whose bus i ness i t i s to he l p these othe rs

on eve ry occas i on when he l p is needed .

These boys h ave l i tt l e i n the way o f re

l igious dut i e s , bu t sweep i ng and c l ean i ng ,
e r rand s

,
bu rden ca r ryi ng and h a rd wo rk

i n gene ra l f a l l s on them . (P l ate X I . )
The ba l ance o f the popu l at i on i n a mon

astery i s devoted to re l igiou s l i vi ng. These
i nc l ude th ree d i ff e ren t k inds o f pe rsons
p r ie sts

,
aco lytes and o rph ans The mon

aste rie s h ave a lways been o rph an asyl ums .

When a ch i l d in the country a round i s le ft
w i thou t p a rents or othe r p rope r gua rd i ans
he i s u su a l ly sent to the mounta in mon

astery ; un le ss th e unexpec ted h appens he
wi l l g row up i n th e way o f re l i gi on and be
come a p ri es t or monk when th e t ime
a r r ives .
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Many young men come In f rom the out
s i d e wo rl d fo r pu rpose s o f i ns t ruct i on .

They look fo rwa rd to becomi ng monks
,
bu t

d u r i ng the i r pe r i od o f s tudy they l e t the i r
h a i r grow long

,
d ress as ou ts i de rs and a re

rega rded as s ti l l be longi ng to the wor ld .

Most o f them
,
howeve r

,
ca r ry ou t the i r

i n tenti on and rema i n pe rmanent ly i n the
monas te ry . Th i rd ly

,
the re a re the regu l a r

monks and p r i es ts . They a re d ressed
,
o f

cou rse
,
i n ch a racte r i s t i c s ty le

,
and the i r

head s a re sh aved . They l ive on vegeta r i an
food and a re vowed to ce l ibacy . A t some
o f the more impo rtan t monaste r i e s the re i s
a res i den t te ache r

,
bu t most o f them depend

upon a teache r sent f rom the head temp le .

The greet i ng given h im when he a r r ive s is
beau t i fu l to see . A l l know when he i s ex

pected , and a t th e hou r they go i n p ro
ces s i on

,
d ressed i n th e i r bes t robes , ou t to

the fa rth es t gate to mee t h im . When he
a r r ives a l l bu t the head p r i es t p rost ra te
themse lves so th at they actu a l ly grove l i n
the dust . Then , accompanyi ng h im , wi th
the head p r i es t wa lki ng be fo re

,
th e who le

company goes back to the monaste ry and
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tated
,
f a s ted ; he fina l l y reached en l i gh ten

ment . H e dec i ded th at l i fe was an i l l u s i on
and a sn a re wh i ch one wou ld gl ad ly be r i d
o f ; he d i s cove red th a t the ch a i n th at bound
one to th i s ex i s tence cou l d be b roken . Re

l e ase comes f rom ca re fu l conduc t ; i t comes
th rough r i gh t l iv i ng

,
and r i gh t th i nki ng ;

i t comes i n cou rse o f t ime
,
a f te r many many

ex i s tences ; th rough r i gh t l iv i ng i n one l i fe
man gathe rs ka rma wh i ch ca r r i es h im to
h ighe r and h i ghe r s tages unti l a t l a s t h e
becomes a grea t scho l a r ; fina l ly he becomes
a Bodh i sa ttva

,
wh i ch is bu t one step f rom

Buddh a -hood ; and fina l ly
,
f rom a Bod

h isattva
,
th rough en l i gh tenmen t

,
he be

comes a t rue B uddha and when h i s e a rth ly
l i fe end s

,
pas ses ou t i n to ob l iv i on

,
b l i s s fu l

,

ca lm noth i ngnes s .
Buddh a was one o f the grea tes t o f wo rl d
te ache rs . H i s te ach i ng was s imp le ; we
may work ou t re l ease gradua l ly f rom the
th ra ldom i nto wh i ch we a re bo rn ; th rough
ca re fu l though t and r i gh t l i v i ng we may
p as s f rom stage to s tage unti l a t l a s t we
me rge i n to i nfin i ty and lose ou r i nd ivi du
a l i ty .

Buddha taugh t th a t we end i n N irva na ;
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Buddh a’s teach i ng ; the re was no conti nued
ex i s tence o f the human sou l ; the re was no
one th rough whom men mi ght be s aved ;
one must wo rk ou t h i s own sa lvat i on . Bu t
i n th i s second Buddh i sm

,
any pe rson i n a

s i ngl e moment may ga i n s a lva t ion . I t
makes no d i ffe rence whethe r a man h as led
a good o r ev i l l i f e

,
death -bed repentance

may s ave h im . A man does noth i ng fo r
h imse l f ; f a i th on ly th rough the me r i t o f
anothe r wi ns s a lva t i on — ir sound s l i ke
good Presbyte r i an doct r i ne .

I t i s evi dent th a t these two fo rms o f
Buddh i sm cou l d not d ive rge mo re wi de ly
th an they do . The ea r ly B uddh i sm taugh t
by S akyamun i is c a l l ed H inaya na o r the
L i tt l e Veh i c l e .

” The othe r fo rm is known
a s M a haya na the G rea t Veh i c le . Ko

re an Buddh i sm i s and fo r the most p a rt
a lways h as been M a haya na ,

yet i n the B ud
dh ist temp le s o f the Ko rean monas te r i e s
one find s many a figu re o f S akyamun i and
the wo rsh i p pe rs seem tota l ly unconsc i ou s o f
the i r i ncons i s tency and of the f ac t th a t
the i r wo rsh i p o f Sakya i s a con t rad i c t i on
i n te rms .
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and to -mor row the s i tu at i on wi l l be re

ve rsed
,
and i t seems a s i f the te rms app ly

me re ly to two modes o f d i sc i p l i ne
,
not to

ac tu a l ly d i ffe ren t sec ts . A t a l l even ts i n
the same m onas te ry we regu l a r ly find Syen
and Kyo .

The texts o f M ah ayana Buddh i sm we re
o r i gi na l ly i n S an skr i t . They h ave been
t rans l a ted i n to Ch i nese and i t i s i n the i r
Ch i nese fo rm th a t they a re gene ra l ly
s tud i ed i n Ch i na

,
Kore a and J ap an .

7 I n
Ko rean monaste r i e s we not i n f requently
find books th at a re p r i n ted

,
at l e as t i n p a rt

,

i n S anskr i t ch a racte rs . Do the Ko rean
monks know the S ansk ri t l angu age ? Fa r
f rom i t . I doubt whethe r the re a re a h a l f
dozen p ri e s ts i n a l l Ko rea who know any
th i ng whateve r O f the l angu age .
A t eve ry temp l e one may secu re ta ra n i .

A ta ra n i i s a shee t o f p ape r wi th someth i ng
p ri n ted on i t i n red f rom a wood -b lock .

The wood -blocks a t the d i ffe ren t temp les
va ry and wh i l e mos t o f the ch a racte rs i n
the p r i n t i ng a re Ch i nese the re i s a Sp r i nk
l i ng o f S anskr i t . A ta ra n i i s a so rt o f p ass
po r t to the Weste rn Pa rad i se and i t i s
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o f the dead body
,
and they say th a t on ly

about one man ou t o f fou r hund red gives
r i se to one o f these sari.
I h ad a lways h ad my doubts abou t them .

One d ay at Songkwang- sa
,
whe re the monks

a re excep ti on a l ly dep raved
,
a po l i ceman

was wi th u s to see th a t noth i ng happened .

Comi ng to some sa ri s tones we asked a
monk abou t them . H e to l d u s the s ame
sto ry th a t we h ad hea rd be fo re and we
asked h im i f he rea l ly be l i eved th at i t was
t rue . H e an swe red

,
O yes

,
su re ly i t i s

t rue . The po l i ceman
,
howeve r

,
exp ressed

vi go rou s doubt . The monk rep l i ed
,

“You
don’t be l i eve i t

,
I wi l l show you .

” So we
p roceeded to tea r a sa ri monument to
p i ece s ' I t seemed a shocki ng th i ng to do .

We took O ff the top stone
,
and l a i d i t by

,

and then tu rned the ma i n s tone up s ide
down . A t the cen te r was a l i t t le cav i ty
wh i ch was neat ly cove red wi th a th i n shee t
o r d i sk o f ea rthenwa re ; removi ng th i s we
found i ns i de a ho l e fi l l ed wi th p ack i ng

,
i n

wh i ch was a smal l t i n cap su l e bea ri ng an
i nsc r i p t i on . Th i s was s a i d to be the name
O f the man who had hono red the dead
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A t one monas te ry we we re even

’

moved

to gi ve a l esson i n beh avi o r . H e re we were
accomp an i ed by a J ap anese pol i ceman ; he

was wi th u s to p rotec t and give such a i d as
poss i b l e

,
but was abso lu te ly o f no u se .

The monks rece ived u s co ld ly
,
answe red a

few ques t i ons and then d i sappea red . Un

accu s tomed to such t re atment
,
I comp l a i ned

to the po l i ceman who rep l i ed ,
“Th i s mon

astery h as a ve ry bad name i n a l l th i s
d i s tri c t ; the monks a re ava r i c i ou s ; they a re
th i eves ; they a lways t re a t vi s i to rs bad ly ;
they do noth i ng un less th ey a re wel l p a i d .

That i s why I came wi th you .

” I rep l i ed
,

“Why don’t you do someth i ng
,
then ? Tel l

them to come ou t and do the i r du ty .

” H e
shook h i s head s ad ly and s a i d

,

“You do not
know the repu ta ti on o f th i s temp l e he re
abou ts ; i t h a s a ve ry bad name i ndeed .

”

So tu rn i ng to my i nte rpre te r I s a i d
,

“We
must d ea l wi th th i s p rob lem r i ght he re .

”

Cal l i ng a p ri es t I s a i d to h im
,

“ I unde r
s tand tha t in th i s monas te ry you h ave a bad
name ; the re is no t ime to waste ; we want no
de l ays ; c a l l eve ry monk and p ri es t he re
a t once .

”
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H e d i d so
,
and when they h ad come I

p l aced them i n a semi c i rc l e be fo re me and
spoke to them .

“You a re Buddh i s ts ; you
bea r the name o f Buddha

,
a grea t teache r ;

he was ki nd and good and ca red noth i ng
fo r money ; he d es i red to he l p peop le and
make them bette r

,
and peop le who a re

Buddh i s ts shou ld be l i ke h im ; I am to ld
th a t you a re ava ri c i ou s and when vi s i to rs
come here you t rea t them wi th unki ndness
and d i scou rtesy un less they pay you we l l ;
I sha l l p ay you noth i ng , bu t I want you to
th i nk o f the d i sgrace you bri ng upon you r
name by such conduct ; I am vi s i t i ng the
monaste r i e s becau se I wi sh to see whethe r
Buddh i sm i s a l i vi ng fo rce i n th i s l and ; I
wi sh to see how you monks l i ve and wha t

y our conduc t i s , and what the peop le say
a bou t you ; go back to you r rooms and th i nk
ove r what I h ave sa i d ; as I go f rom p l ace
to p l ace

,
l ooki ng a t th i ngs he re

,
I expec t

to h ave them open
,
and I wi sh you to t rea t

me as a b rothe r and a f r i end ; remembe r
th a t othe rs who may come a f te r me dese rve
equa l ly good t rea tment ; i t i s a shame to
b ri ng d i sgrace u pon a cau se .
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We l l
,
the re was an i ns tan t conve rs i on .

Poo r
,
i gno ran t fe l l ows

,
l i v i ng i n the i r re

mote mounta i n monaste ry
,
how shou l d they

know bette r ? They gave me honey wate r
and popped r i ce ; they showed me the i r
bu i ld i ngs and the i r t rea su re ; they begged
th a t I wou ld come aga in and some accom

p anied me , when I was l e avi ng, down to the
ou te r gate .

A s fo r i gno rance
,
i t i s p robab l e th at ve ry

few of them cou ld p as s ex am inatIOn on

any ki nd O f Buddh i sm
,
whethe r H i n ayana

o r M ahayana . What mo re cou ld be ex

pected ? Su re ly we can sca rce ly th row
stones . What do most o f u s know abou t
Ch ri st i an doct r i ne ? How wi se re l i gi ou s ly
a re the common peop le i n ou r chu rches ?
I n a recen t newsp ape r i t was s tated th a t a
man among us a sked five p ro fes s i on a l men
abou t the Ho ly Ghost . Do you suppose
he got much i n the way of a s a t i s f ac to ry
answe r ? I n rea l i ty he got noth ing . A l l
these educated men h ad othe r bu s i nes s than
to know about the Ho ly Ghos t . They were
not we l l i n fo rmed i n rega rd to th e re l i gi on
i n wh i ch they had been rea red ; and yet we
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expec t Buddh i s ts
,
who have been ex i led i n

mounta i n monaste r i e s fo r fou r hund red
yea rs to know so much '
How i s the popu l a ti on o f the monaste r i e s
ma i n ta i ned ? Whence do new members
come to day ? There i s

,
O f cou rse

,
a lways

a supp ly o f o rph an ch i ld ren
,
few O f whom

eve r go back i nto the worl d a f te r they h ave
been brough t up i n monaste ry su r round
i ngs . O the r peop le d ri f t i n fo r many rea
sons . Men who h ave los t the i r f r i end s and
re l a t i ves by death O f ten go to the mon

asteries. So do those who f a i l i n bus i ness ,
or who h ave been d i sappo i nted i n l i fe
ente rp r i se s . The head -p ri es t of one smal l ,
bu t ve ry famous

,
anc i ent monaste ry

,
on ly

recent ly became re l i gi ou s ; he h ad been
emp loyed as a j an i to r o r he lp e r i n a Bud
dh ist temp l e O f J ap anese i n a Korean c i ty
and became i nte re sted and att rac ted . The
head - p ri es t o f one o f my favo r i te mon

asteries was i n the wo rld unt i l h e h ad
reached the age o f fi f ty yea rs o r mo re ; he
h ad beerrin mi l i ta ry se rvi ce and I be l i eve ,
h ad r i sen to th e r ank o f Colone l ; getti ng
on i n yea rs

,
howeve r

,
he began to th i nk
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se r i ou s ly o f re l igi ou s matte rs and ret re a ted
to the monas te ry . Wi th one young p ri es t
a t Yuchom — sa i n the D i amond Mounta i n s
we ta lked fo r hou rs

,
unti l m i dni gh t . H e

was genu i ne ; he h ad the sp i r i t O f t rue re

l igion ; he was a th i nke r and was i n the
monas te ry f rom p ri nc i p le . There a re no

doubt many l ike h im .

We were a t Tonn -sa on Buddh a’s
b i rthd ay . I t i s one o f the grea t monas te r i es
o f the Sou th . They knew we we re comi ng
and the re fo re we found a p l ace to s l eep .

When we were within th ree or fou r m i l e s
o f i t we found ou rse lve s i n a c rowd O f

pe rson s go i ng up to th e ce leb ra t i on . The
nea res t ra i lway s tat i on is abou t ten mi les
away . Most o f the peop le

,
howeve r

,
h ad

walked f rom the i r homes . I t i s a mounta i n
d i s t r i c t

,
sp a rse ly se tt led ; the re a re su re ly

on ly two o r th ree towns o f any s i z e wi th i n
fi f teen mi l es o f the p l ace . When we
reached the monaste ry we found one o f the
l i ve l i e s t scenes we eve r wi tnessed i n Ko rea .

The head -p r i es t to ld u s th a t ten ,
thousand

peop le s lep t on the grounds o f the temp le
th a t n igh t . The majo r i ty o f them were
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re fo rm movements . S t i l l
,
wi th the l ack o f

temp les i n the c i t i e s and defin i te te ach i ng
o f the peop l e th rough them

,
i t mi gh t seem

as i f someth i ng wou l d be unde rtaken by the
monaste r i e s . I n rea l i ty the re i s much more
i n th i s d i rec t i on th an cou ld be expected .

A t seve ra l o f the monas te r i e s the re i s a
Schoo l for ou ts i de ch i l d ren ; some h ave
unde rtaken a defin i te wo rk of teach i ng and
some o the rs re a l i z e th a t they h ave a genu ine
oppo rtun i ty to a i d i n the e l evat ion of the
country . More and more the monas te r i e s
seem to awake to the ex i s tence o f these
poss i b i l i t i es .
Korean Buddh i sm h as

,
pe rhap s

,
a po l i

t i ca l p a rt to p l ay . When the J apanese took
ove r Ko rea

,
Buddh i s ts c ame i nto the coun

t ry in great numbe rs . J ap anese p r i es ts and
temp les came wi th these sett l e rs . These
p r i e s ts and temp les a re i n the c i t i e s and
l a rge r towns . They do not

,
howeve r

,
fi t

wi th the Ko reans . There migh t be thou
sand s o f them and they wou ld sti l l not
make Korean conve rts — not bec au se the
J apanese a re not ready to do mi ss i on work

,

bu t becau se the Ko reans a re not ready to
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accep t i t . The Korean Buddh i sm of tod ay
is actua l ly Ko rean

,
not J apanese .

I can imagi ne noth i ng th at wou ld be
more d ange rou s to J apanese cont ro l th an
a s t rong and vi ta l Korean Buddh i sm tha t
was host i l e to J apan . On the othe r h and

,

I can th i nk O f noth i ng th a t wou ld be a
greate r he l p to J apan th an a Ko rean Bud
dh ism deve loped among those peop le by
the i r own p r i es ts and f r i end ly to J apan .

What Korean Buddh i sm is to be i n the
futu re depend s upon i ts re l a t i on to the
gove rnment now the re . I f Ko rean Bud
dh ism accep ts and coope ra tes w i th th e

J apanese con tro l
,
i t wi l l become the migh t

i e s t f ac to r th a t can be dev i sed to make
J apan’s ho l d on the pen i nsu l a secu re . I f
hos ti le to J ap an

,
when the c r i s i s comes

,
as

i t su re ly wi l l come
,
when J apan wi l l be

t r i ed out aga i n and once for a l l on Ko rean
so i l

,
Korean Buddh i sm may be the dec i s i ve

e l ement i n th a t moment o f te s t.
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O-N IGHT we a re to cons i de r a r t i n
Ko rean Buddh i sm . We sha l l ex
amine i t unde r six d i ffe rent fo rms

— scenery,
y

scu lpture i n stonefwood c a rv
i ng

,

“a rch i tec tu re
,

g
images o r idol s and

é
painting.

Pe rhaps i t sc a rce ly seems to you a s i f
scene ry — re a l l and scape

,
no t l and scape

p a i n ti ng — were a rt . I n the O r i en t
,
how

eve r
,
it i s s u re ly such . Eas te rn peop l es

h ave fo r h und red s o f yea rs been p ass i on
a te ly fond o f the beau t i f u l i n n atu re .

Ch i nese
,
Koreans

,
J apanese wi l l t r ave l on

foot o r by any poss i b l e conveyance many
m i les to see a f amou s vi ew . They locate
the i r hou se s i n p retty p l aces ; they bu i l d
temp le s and sh r i nes upon command i ng
po i nts . When the Ko rean monks

,
i n the

fi fteenth centu ry
,
were compel l ed to take

re fuge i n the mounta i n s
,
they located the i r

bu i ld i ngs i n su r round i ngs h a rmon i ou s to
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the re l i gi on . Thei r l oca ti ons h ave been
chosen wi th great ca re . And the re i s much
more i n scene ry th an the ca re les s spec tato r
th i nks ; fo r the O r i enta l scene ry a lways
conta i n s someth i ng o f the esote r i c .

For examp le
,
th i nk o f the D i amond

Mounta i n s . They a re a rema rkabl e tangle
Of peaks and ri dges ; measu r i ng only th i r ty
or fo rty mi l es ac ross

,
the a rea i s mo re or

l es s e l l i p t i ca l i n fo rm i t is c a l l ed “ the
twe lve thousand peaks or summi ts . The
D i amond Mounta i n s h ave been famous
fo r two thousand yea rs

,
and famous not

on ly i n Korea
,
bu t i n Ch i na and J apan .

They h ave been the theme o f hund reds of
poems and h ave fu rn i shed mate r i a l for
sco res o f bo

l
o
/
ks , some O f them hund red s o f

yea rs Old . A rt i s ts h ave de l i gh ted i n de
p i e ti ng the i r be autie sg The D i amond
Mounta i n s wi th the i r twe lve thous and
peaks a re d i vi ded i n to two po rt i ons . IThe
name D i amond Mounta i n s i n i tse l f is most
suggest ive ; th e d i amond i s one o f the most
p reci ou s symbol s i n B uddh i sm — ind icat

i ng pu r i ty
,
c lea rness

,
b ri gh tness — and K0

rean Buddh i sm was a re l i gi on o f l i gh t and
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i l lumi nat i on . The two d iv i s i ons of the
D i amond Mounta i ns a re known as the
I nne r and the Oute r Kongo . The t rave l l e r
may vi s i t the ou te r regi on and rea l i ze bu t
l i tt l e o f the t rue s i gn i ficance o f Kongo - S an .

I n the I nne r Kongo eve ry ou ts tand i ng rock
is s i gn i fican t . Eve ry bu i l d i ng h as been
p l aced wi th re fe rence to some h idden
mean i ng o f th e l andsc ape

,
and wi th eve ry

s tep the v i s i to r goes deep e r and deepe r i nto
myste ry .

Le t u s app roach a mounta i n monaste ry .

The t ra i l i s we l l marked long be fo re we
see th e bu i l d i ngs . Once upon the grounds
we come to some o f those c a rved posts o r
p i l l a rs

,
devi l posts

,
cha ngs o n ,

wh i ch we re
i l l u s t ra ted i n the p reced i ng l ectu re , and
we re no doubt taken ove r f rom the o ld
t ime pagan i sm . We

- pas s th rough the ou te r
gate . A l l the gate s bea r names s i gn i ficant
to the thought fu l worsh i ppe r . We pass
th rough gate a f te r gate l i ke “ the gateway
o f L i fe

,

” “the gate o f A l l - powerfu l Tru th ,
”

“the ga te o f I l l umi n at i on . Many of these
gates are p avi l i ons

,
res t i ng-p l aces , whence

one may vi ew the scene ry
,
o r v i s i t wi th
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compan i ons
,
or med i ta te i n p repa ra t i on for

worsh i p . A s we app roach the bu i ld i ngs
we may find ou rse lve s i n a na r rowi ng va l
ley, or p ass i ng some cascade . A l l the rock
c l i ffs h ave been se i zed and ut i l i z ed and
bea r i nsc ri p t i ons

,
beaut i fu l ly cu t i n to the

s tone mate r i a l . We see the fo rmu l a
,
con

stantly on the tongue O f Ko rean Buddh i sts
,

N amu A mida P u l
,
not once or dozens o f

t imes
,
bu t eve rywhe re

,
repeated hund reds

o f t imes ove r . The B a z

'

ma n
,
o r grea t gate

way
,
i s the las t ; i t s ign ifies the gate o f d eath

th rough wh i ch we reach the heaven ly l i fe .
A t l a s t we come to the mass o f monas te ry
bu i ld i ngs . Eve ry temp le h as i ts name
ma rked c l ea r ly on i t

,
sometimes the names

themse lves a re suggesti ve
,
he lp i ng the wor

sh i ppe r to c l ea re r though t and se ri ou s
med i ta ti on .

The second fo rm o f a rt is scu lptu re
i n s tone . We have a l ready ment i oned
the fo rmu la: and othe r i nsc r i p t i ons cu t
upon the c l i ffs . To th e O rienta l eye they
a re as beau ti fu l and rep resen t a s much
a rt i s t i c ski l l as_fig ggei wou ld . The re a re
howeve r

,
a l so on the na tu ra l rock face s ,
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d es i gns and figu res cu t i n low re l i e f
,
wh i ch

we find i n the mos t unexpec ted p l ace s . I n
the Inne r Kongo the re a re many grea t rep
re sentations o f the B uddhas cu t upon the
ve rt i c a l rock face . H e re

,
fo r i ns tance

,
a re

th ree figu res
,
twenty feet i n he i gh t

,
one o f

the grea t Buddh i s t t r i n i t i e s . Aga i n
,
the re

i s a rep resenta t i on o f Monj u
,
of even

greate r s i ze . (Pl a te X IV . ) On anothe r
f ace o f rocks a re the figu res o f the f amous
fif ty

- th ree Buddh as who came so long ago
to l i ve and d i e among the D i amond Moun
ta i n s .
I n a fo rme r l ectu re we re fe r red to the
c ave ch ape l o f Sukku l -am . I t i s f u l l O f
beau ty. Excavated i n the s l ope nea r a
grea t r i dge summi t

,
i t l ooks ou t upon the

Ea s te rn Sea . I n the o l d d ays i t was ap
proached by a fine fl i gh t o f s tep s . F rom
i ts summi t a p as sageway l ed to the sub
te r ranean ch ambe r . I t was bo rde red on
both s i de s by

'

s l ab s ca rved wi th figu re s i n
h i gh re l i e f . H e re a re th e two gua rd i an de
mons

,
the fou r ki ngs o f the ca rd i n a l po i nts

,

the s i x gene ra l s . Pass i ng between them we
reach the l i t t l e c i rcu l a r ch apel

,
abou t th i r ty
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fee t ac ross
,
subte r raneou s ly s i tua ted i n the

h i l l s i de . I ts low
,
vau l ted roo f i s an in

gen ious and wonde r fu l const ruc ti on . The
su rround i ng wal l s a re fi l l ed wi th s l abs
bea ri ng fine ca rvi ngs . H e re a re th ree
Splend i d figu res o f Bodh i sattvas

,
wi th

boat- sh aped h a loes
,
th ree othe r figu res o f

Bodh i sa t tvas wi th round h a loes
,
and d istrib

u ted between them the ten fi rs t d i sc i p l es
o f the G rea t Teache r . These ten figu res
p resen t ma rve l l ou s deta i l o f featu re ; not
on ly pe rsona l d i ff e rences

,
bu t race d i ff e r

ences a re sh a rp ly brough t out ; more th an
that the figu res we re o r i gi na l ly co lo red

,
and

no doubt
,
d i ff e ren t races a re i nd i c a ted by

the d i ffe rent t i n ts . There i s no quest i on
th at i nd ivi du a l s o f d i ffe ren t races we re
among the fi rs t d i sc i p les o f the B uddha .
And i n the cente r o f a l l th i s beau ty

,
th i s

flowe ri ng O f anc i en t a rt
,
S i ts the s tone

Buddha
,
on h i s lotu s pedesta l . I t i s a

mono l i th
,
cu t f rom a b lock O f s tone about

e leven fee t in he i gh t . I t i s beau t i fu l i n
pose

,
i n fea tu re

,
and i n exp ress i on . For

a lmost fi fteen hund red yea rs i t h as sat the re
c a lmly look ing out upon the Easte rn Sea .
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Eve ry morn i ng i t i s greeted by the r i s i ng
sun .

Bes i des figu res cu t i n h igh re l i e f
,
th e o ld

a rt i s ts mad e fu l l scu l p tu res i n the round .

S uch
,
o f cou rse

,
was the Buddh a figu re

,

j u s t desc r i bed . Such a re the grea t m iriok
,

s cu lp tu red f rom natu ra l rock p i nnac les
,

l i ke the one at Eunj in . You may remembe r
the p i ctu re o f a gi ant lotu s pedesta l

,
lyi ng

i n the cou rtya rd o f Kumsan - sa (P l ates V ,

VI ) , wh i ch we showed you i n the firs t l ec
ture ; i t i s a t

’ l ea s t a thousand yea rs o f age .

I n the same cou rtya rd
,
you remembe r th at

we saw a l i t tl e towe r o r p agoda o f s tone
,

th
’

i r teen s to ri e s h i gh
,
bu t i n rea l i ty no ta l l e r

th an a man . A t Pawpchu -sa the re i s th a t
sp lend i d bowl o f s tone

,
more th an twe lve

hund red yea rs o f age
,
wh ich i n i ts t ime

,
no

doubt
,
was fi l l ed wi th pu re wate r fo r the

c l eans i ng o f the h and s and mou th o f wor
sh i p pe rs . Sometimes we find stone l an te rns
and occas i ona l ly these a re . sup po rted by
anima l figu res i n c a ryat i d fo rms . Then
the re a re the sa ri s tones and a l ta r s and
tu rtl e -borne monumentsl

Look at th i s se r i e s o f p i ctu res f rom
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Ho iam - sa
,
one o f the fi rst temp le s we

vi s i ted i n 19 17 . (Pl a te XV . ) To -day i t is
a p l ace o f no s i gn i ficance

,
but i t was once a

grea t re l i gi ou s cente r and h as been asso
c iated wi th th ree f amous men . I t ch anced
the d ay we vi s i ted i t th a t the th ree monks
who l ive the re we re about to ce leb ra te the
d ay sac red to the memory o f these noted
teache rs ; gi f ts and off e ri ngs and a l l th e
p a raphe rna l i a fo r wo rsh i p we re l a i d ou t

,

ready . These th ree men were Muhak
,

Ch i kong and N anong . Ch i kong was a
nat i ve o f I nd i a

,
who spen t h i s l a s t d ays i n

Ko rea . N anong was ch ap l a i n and p re
cepto r o f Ki ng Kong-Min -Oang

,
the l a s t

k i ng o f the Ko ryu dynasty . Muhak was
the chap l a i n and p recepto r o f Yi- taj o ,
founde r o f the Yi Dynasty . . Beh i nd the
monaste ry bu i ld i ng the re ri ses a rema rk
ab le n a r row-backed and s lop i ng r i dge . I t
bea rs a l i ne o f monuments re a red to the

memory of these th ree men . The stones
commemo rati ng Ch i kong and N anong
we re e rected by Muhak i n the y e ar 1 393 ;

the stones i n memory o f h im we re rea red
i n 140 1 . The monumen t to each o f these
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worth i es cons i s ts o f fou r s tone obj ec ts — a

l an te rn
,
an a l ta r

,
a sa ri s tone — wh i ch I sup

pose conta i n s the j ewe l th a t was l e f t a f te r
the bu rni ng o f the man i n whose hono r i t

was re a red — and a s tone tu rt le figu re f rom
whose back r i se s a s l ab bea r i ng a l ong
i nsc r i p t i on . These tu rt l e - s tones wi th in
sc r i bed s l abs a re found eve rywhere i n
Ko rea ; the tu rt l e is the symbo l o f Ion

gevity and i ts u se i n th i s connec ti on b rea thes
the wi sh th at the memory of the th ing
reco rded may endu re ten thou sand yea rs .
These monuments a re typ i ca l and good
examp les o f the i r c l as s . Th e c a rvi ng on
M uha k

’
s sari s tone is p a rt i cu l a r ly beau

t i fu l .
I n connec ti on wi th s tone wo rk we must
remi nd you aga i n o f the towe rs o r p agodas
o f wh i ch you h ave seen rep eated i l l u s t ra
t i ons . H e re we Show bu t one to re f resh
you r memory . (Pl ate XVI . ) Such towe rs
o r p agodas r i se i n s to r i e s

,
numbe r i ng f rom

th ree to th i r teen
,
bu t a lways odd — th ree

,

five
,
seven

,
th i r teen . There a re hund red s

o f them scatte red ove r the pen i nsu l a and a t
a l l the o ld monas te r i e s you wi l l find them .
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Some O f those i n the monaste r i es o f the
D i amond Mounta i n s c l a im to be fi fteen
hund red yea rs o f age o r mo re . They a re
symbol i ca l , va r i ou s ly ; they may denote the
l i fe o f the i nd ivi du al

,
po i nti ng heaven

wa rd
,
deve lop i ng f rom one s tage o f pe r

fection to anothe r ; they may mean the body
o f the fa i th fu l

,
o r the Chu rch ; th e s impl e

th ree - s to ry towe rs symbol i ze ea rth
,
sky and

heaven .

Th i rd ly
,
a re the and

othe r ca rving s i n wood . And be fo re we
s tudy these i n de ta i l l e t u s remembe r th at
a l l re l i gi ons a re accustomed to bo r row
f rom those th at h ave p receded them . I n
Ch ri s t i an i ty we h ave quant i t i e s o f supe r
stition l i nge ri ng on f rom ou r d ays o f pa

ganism . Eve ry re l i gion th at a ttemp ts a
p rop agand a is compel l ed to take ove r much
f rom the fa i th s wh i ch i t d i sp l ace s . I nd i a
i s a ve ri tab l e mothe r o f re l i gions . One
a f te r anothe r grea t re l i gi ou s systems h ave
devel oped the re . I n ve ry anc i en t d ays
the re was the S imp le na tu re worsh i p o f the
o ld A ryans

,
as shown us i n thei r sac red

hymns
,
th e Vedas . Among the i r god s two
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o f the grea tes t we re B rahma and I nd ra .

B rahma was the c re a to r
,
I nd ra was a

god o f he aven
,
an atmosphe r i c de i ty who

wiel ded thunde rbol ts
,
who hu r l ed l i gh t

n i ng s t rokes agai ns t the foe . I n cou rse o f
t ime the o l d A ryans advanced i n cu l tu re ,
and the i r anc i en t wo rsh i p gave way to a
sys temat i zed re l i gi on

,
B rahman i sm

,
wi th

many gods
,
h avi ng defin i te names and

qu a l i t i e s and att r i bu te s . But o l d B rahma
and I nd ra l i ved on f rom the ea r ly d ays i n to
B rahman i sm . I n th at sys tem B rahma was
the ki ng o f a l l the god s

,
I nd ra was the k i ng

of heaven — h avi ng a Spec i a l h eaven of
grea t beau ty . I t is s a i d th at h is heaven was
s i tu a ted between the fou r peaks o f Meru
and cons i s ted o f th i r ty- two c i ti e s o f Devas

,

e i gh t on each of the fou r co rne rs o f the
mounta i n . I nd ra’s c ap i ta l was a t the cen te r
where he sa t en th roned

,
wi th a thousand

eyes and fou r a rms grasp i ng the thunde r
bo l t

,
in company wi th h is wi fe and e leven

thou sand and n i ne hund red concub i nes .
There he rece i ved month ly repo rts rega rd
i ng the p rogres s o f good and evi l i n the
wor ld f rom his fou r M aha raj as

,
heaven ly
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ki ngs o f the ca rd i n a l po ints . The word
Deva i n B rahman i sm i s app l i ed to the god s
i n gene ra l ; i f a god is not spec i fica l ly named
he i s ca l l ed a Deva .

B rahman i sm was the re l i gi on o f I nd i a
when Buddh a came . H e devoted h i s l i f e
to i ts ove rth row

,
and h i s teach i ng was

hos ti l e to i ts a s sumpti ons . Cu ri ou s ly
,
how

eve r
,
i n the popu l a r t rad i t i ona l l i fe of

Buddha many i nc i dents a re mentioned i n
wh i ch the f r i end l i e s t o f re l at i ons we re
es tab l i shed between Buddha and the Devas
o f the o ld f a i th . Thus i t i s s a i d th a t
B rahma h imse l f appea red to Buddha and
begged h im to begi n h i s teach i ng. I nd ra
i n these s to ri e s repeated ly shows h i s f r i end
sh i p . The re i s one sp lend i d occas i on men
tioned i n wh i ch Buddha had been to I nd ra’s
heaven ; when he was ready to descend , s ta i rs
a ppea red for h im made o f th e choi ces t and
most beau t i fu l mate ri a l s

,
and a s he came

down th i s s ta i rway
,
B rahma descended by

a S i d e s ta i rway o f S i l ve r and I nd ra upon a
s ta i rway o f pu rp l e go ld upon the othe r
S ide

,
wh i l e wi th them came thousand s o f

Devas
,
s i ngi ng Buddha’s p ra i se s .
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The fou r M ah a raj a s , heaven ly ki ngs of
th e c a rd i n a l po i n ts

,
who repo rted to I nd ra

eve ry mon th
,
showed themse lves equ a l ly

f r i end ly . On one occas i on Buddh a was
wi thout a beggi ng bowl ; the Deva ki ngs
c ame to h im and each one o ffe red a beggi ng
bowl o f eme ra ld ; the Buddh a re fu sed to
take them

,
as they we re o f too p rec iou s

mate ri a l ; so they o ff e red bowl s l e s s fine and
each was st renuou s th a t he shou l d accep t
h is gi f t ; so Buddh a took the fou r bowl s
and p l ac i ng them togethe r

,
10

,
they became

a s i ngle bowl
,
bu t wi th a r im Showi ng how

fou r h ad merged
,
so th a t none of the kind

Devas was negl ec ted o r hu rt i n fee l i ng
,
and

the o ffe r i ng o f a l l was accep ted by th e Grea t
Teache r ; i t i s s a i d th at th i s beggi ng bowl
was i n ex i s tence hund red s o f yea rs a f te r
Buddh a’s t ime

,
kep t as a p rec i ou s t rea su re

i n a temp le .

We need not then
,
be su rp r i sed

,
to find

th at a numbe r o f the ol d B rahman i c god s
we re taken bod i ly ove r i n to Buddh i sm .

B rahma and I nd ra a re i n f ac t to -day con

sidered i n M ahayana to be the Ch i e f
p atrons and p rotec to rs o f B uddh i sm . The
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fou r Maha raj a s have a l so been taken ove r
comp lete ly. And Yama

,
the ve ry anc i en t

god o f he l l
,
to -d ay find s h imse l f a s com

fortab le i n Buddh i sm as he eve r cou ld
h ave been i n B rahman i sm

,
or i n the ea r l i e r

A ryan worsh i p o f th e Vedas .
App roach i ng any Buddh i s t temp le i n
J apan o r Ko rea you a re a lmost su re to find
two gi gant i c figu res s tand i ng a t the ou te r
ga te . They a re the o ld gods B rahma and
I nd ra . They a re rep resented a s fu l l
musc led men o f gi ganti c s i ze

,
wrest l i ng

aga i ns t the powe rs of evi l . (Pl a te X IX . )
A t anothe r gate

,
f a rthe r up the t ra i l

,

one i s a lmost su re to find the Maha raj as
,

heaven ly ki ngs o f the ca rd i na l po i n ts ,
unde r she l te r

,
each i n a n i che o r a l cove ;

u su a l ly the re a re two on e i the r s i de as one
p asse s th rough the ga te .

8 Bei ng re l ated to
the ca rd i na l po i n ts

,
they a re a lways a r

ranged in the same orde r
,

'

and a re d is
tingu ished f rom each othe r by h avi ng
d i ff e ren t co lo red faces

,
each h avi ng the

colo r p rope r to the d i st r i c t ove r wh i ch he ha s
cont ro l . (Pl ate XX ,

a
,
b . ) E ach ca r r i e s a

ch a racte r i s t i c obj ec t
,
thu s one bea rs a pa
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goda or towe r on h i s h and
,
anothe r ca r r i e s

a b l az i ng j ewel
,
the th i rd va ri e s what he

ca r ri es
,
bu t f requent ly h e p l ays upon a

l u te
,
the fou rth one h as a swo rd ; these fou r

grea t B rahman de i t i e s a re found to -d ay i n
Ko rea a t eve ry Buddh i s t monaste ry

,
a t the

gate common ly ca l l ed “the gate o f the fou r
k i ngs ”

; the re they watch , gua rd i ng the
monas te ry aga i ns t a l l h a rm . These a re a l
most a lways figu re s o f wood

,
bu t ra re ly one

may find p a i n t i ngs on the wooden wal l s
i nste ad o f the figu res . Whi le these gu a r
d i an k i ngs a re a lways rep re sen ted i n he
ro i e S i z e the se ri e s a t Pawpchu - sa a re o f
ext rao rd i na ry d imens i ons

,
p robab ly the

l a rges t i n Ko rea . (Pl ate XXI . )
Yama

,
too

,
was taken ove r f rom the o lde r

fa i th . The god o f he l l
,
he was ass i s ted by

ten he l pe rs ; each o f these se rved as h i s
rep re sen tat i ve i n a sep a ra te he l l

,
o r d i

v i s i on o f th at p l ace o f to rment . Yama
j udges sou l s and i nfl i c ts pena l t i e s

,
ass i gns

du ti es
,
and d i rec ts a l l the deta i l s o f h i s

rea lm . I n most KOre an monas te r i e s the re
wi l l be a h a l l o f the ten k i ngs i n wh i ch we
see figu res o f Yama wi th h i s as s i s tants .
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N ex t we may conside rgfi hilw ‘We
p lace i t fou rth because we h ave pu rsued a
logi ca l o rde r o f app roach . Coming th rough
the beau ti fu l scene ry

,
we have passed ove r

the t ra i l
,
noti c i ng the i nsc r i p t i ons on the

C l i ffs
,
pas s i ng by the gu a rd i ans o f the oute r

gate
,
walki ng between the fou r ki ngs on

the i r cease les s gua rd
,
bu t a t l as t h ave come

to the monaste ry bu i ld i ngs p rope r and see

/
th em i n the i r age and beauty be fo re us .

iWe have a l ready seen rep resenta t ions o f
many o f these temp les i n the p reced i ng
lecture su I You h ave noti ced that a l l were
bu i l t o f wood ; you h ave obse rved the
cu r iou s mode o f t imbe ri ng ; you h ave
s tud i ed the tangle o f p roj ec t i ng timbe r end s
unde r the roo f — the deco ra t ive fea tu re s
app l i ed to them

,
th e c a rvi ng and pa i n t i ng ;

red
,
green

,
bl ack

,
wh i te and b lue

,
the

gaud i es t o f co lo rs a re u sed upon them i n a
f ash i on wh i ch we cou ld not conce ive

,
and

f rom wh i ch we wou ld expec t d i sh a rmony
,

though the rea l e ffec t i s cha rming . You
h ave exami ned i n deta i l the ca rved deco ra
t i on o f the doo rs

,
sometimes fo l i age

,
aga i n
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flo ra l
,
o r with figu res mingl ed wi th the

othe r des i gns . (Pl a te XVI I I . )
Whi le the bu i l d i ngs themse lves a re a l

ways o f wood the re i s a cu ri ou s u se made o f
stone at t imes i n the way o f suppo rts . You
remembe r i n a p i c tu re f rom Sukwang

- sa

th i s was i l l us t rated . The bu i l d i ng was i n
the na tu re o f a p avi l i on where tab lets bea r
i ng names we re l e f t by vi s i to rs ; lfhe p av i l i on
was bo rne upon up r i gh t co lumns o f s tone

,

h i gh ly ch a rac te r i s t i c o f Ko rea bu t no t
comm on e l sewhe re .

lAnothe r featu re o f the a rch i tec tu re is

\w3 1_l_ and he re we find two d i ffe r
ent ki nds . Pi ctu res may be pa i n ted d i rec tly
upon

,
the woodwork o f the wa l l I t i s

mo re
‘
common

,
howeve r

,
to p ane l th e t im

be red wa l l s wi th p l a s te r i ng and then to
p a i n t upon the p l a s te r; Le t us exami ne
examp les o f both k i nd s .
You remembe r th at among the Buddh i s t
books recen tly p r i n ted i n on -mun was an
a l l ego ry by a Ch i nese monk . The wri te r’s
name was Ch i u -Chang-Chun ; he was bo rn
i n 1 208 and d i ed i n 1 288 . H i s book was
named S e i-y e u -hi; a t Pongeum -sa

,
a scene
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tha t s in ce the ma st e r had le ft his mo rtal body
b eh ind they cou ld cro s s the ri v e r by magi c ,
but the mo nkey sa id

,

‘
No , i t ca n not be do n e .

’

H e knew tha t the r e wa s on e tria l mo r e to

unde rgo , and i t wa s for thi s they had s topped
on the way . Th e n th ey h e a rd a cry, Chine se
p ri e st, come thi s way.

’ They we n t and fou nd
tha t i t wa s the wh i te to rto i s e , who had ferr i e d
th em o v e r a s th ey we n t We s t , a t the tim e whe n
th ey had sa v ed the fam i ly at Chen Kia Chwa ng .

The to rto i se sa id he had b e e n wa it ing for the i r
r e tu rn for a lo ng time and wa s glad to see th em .

The practi ca l mo nk ey sa id , Fo rme rly we had
to troubl e you . Now we mee t aga i n .

’

At thi s the four p i lgrim s we re v e ry rej o iced
to s ee the to rto i s e . H e took them and the

ho r se all on his b a ck and swam a c ro s s to the

o th e r s ide . A S they n e a red the Ea ste rn shore
and it wa s ge tting da rk , the torto i se sa id ,
Ma s t e r

,
whe n you we n t We s t I a sked you to

i nqui r e o f B uddha for me how I m ight re turn
to my fo rm e r s tate , and wh e n I m ight get a

huma n body. D id you r em embe r to a sk ?
’

But the ma s te r had b e e n so ab so rb e d i n his own
a ff a irs tha t he had comp l ete ly forgo tte n the

to rto i s e and hi s reque st and so he had no thing
to say . The to rtoi s e , findi ng tha t he had bee n
fo rgo tten , turn ed a some r sau lt, and thr ew all

and e v e rything i n to the r i v e r . Happ i ly the

morta l body o f the ma s t e r had been exch a nged
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temp les we find th ree group s . (a ) Bud
dhas

, (b ) Bodh i s attvas , (c ) A rh ats o r
Rakan . S akya was not the fi rs t Buddha ;
i n fac t he was the twenty- fou r th o r twenty
fif th i n the l i ne o f those who atta i ned en

l ightenment and ga i ned N irva na . The
Ind i ans reckoned t ime i n long pe r i od s o r
ka lpa s ; most o f the B uddh as we re i n
fo rme r ka lpas , bu t even i n the p resent
ha lpa , i n wh i ch we l i ve , Buddha h ad th ree
p redecesso rs ; and be fo re ou r ka lpa ends
a succes so r wi l l appea r

,
Mai t reya

,
o r M i

roku
,
flu: con fing iBuddh a

P

The two Buddh as most common ly rep
resen ted by figu res in Korean Buddh i sm
a re S akya and Amida . M iroku

,
too

,
Is f tc

quently to be seen
,
bu t M iroku i s not ye t

a Buddh a bu t on ly Bodh i sa ttva .

Bodh i sa ttva s we re human bei ngs who h ad
p i l ed up ka rma and p assed f rom stage to
stage unti l th ey s tood wi th i n a S i ngl e s tep
o f Buddh a - hood ; du r i ng the i r next ex i s t
ence they cou l d hope fo r i l l umi nati on

,
en

l ightenmen t
,
N irva na . The re a re many

Bodh i sa ttvas
,
bu t the ones most commonly

rep resen ted by Ko rean figu res a re six i n
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made i n figu res the re a re two groups o f
Rakan . One known as the s i x teen Rakan

,

the othe r as the five hund red . The s i xteen
Rakan a re a l l abso l u te ly h i s to r i ca l pe rson
ages o f e a r ly d ate

,
f r i end s

,
re l at i ves

,
and

hea re rs
,
o f S akya . I n figu res and i n p a i n t

i ngs they a re rep re sented wi th ch a racte r
istic att r i bu tes

,
read i ly recogn i zed .

These th ree k i nd s o f figu res a re u su a l ly
made o f wood

,
p a i nted and gi lded ; some

t imes the gold l ea f on them rep resents ab
so lute ly cons i de rab l e va l ue .

[The figu res o f
the B uddh as and Bodh i s a ttvas a re fre

quen tly o f l a rge S i z e
,
and o f ten beautifui /

They may be s tand i ng o r seated
,
bu t i n both

case s th e pos i t i on o f the h and s and finge rs i s
importan t and S i gn i fican t . (Pl ate XXIV . )
Buddh i sm eve rywhe re recogn i ze s a se r i e s
o f finge r symbol s c a r ryi ng a message . I t
is i n te res ti ng to not i ce th at the Buddh a i s
u su a l ly i nc l uded i n a t r i n i ty . Th i s f act i s
among many wh i ch h ave l ed some wri te rs
l i ke P ro fe sso r L l oyd

,
Doc to r R i ch a rd

,
and

Madame Gordon to th i nk th a t Mah ayana
Buddh i sm i s ac tu a l l y Ch ri s t i an i ty wo rked
ove r and gi ven the name o f Buddh i sm .
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many a re re l a ted to figu res a s j u s t men
tioned

,
many more s tand by themse lves and

a re d i sp l ayed upon the wal l s o f h a l l s and
temp les wi thou t figu res . I f we des i re to
make a s tudy o f the p a i n t i ngs o f a mon
astery we mus t p ass f rom h al l to h a l l .
Many monaste r i e s a re absol u te masses o f
great bu i l d i ngs . I n the mai n temp l e the re
a re u su a l ly figu res o f a t r i n i ty o f Buddh as
o r sometimes even th ree tr i n i t i e s wi th p a i n t
i ngs hung beh i nd . I n the Rakan h a l l we
may find the s ix teen Rakan i n figu res

,
i n

p a i n t i ngs
,
o r i n comb i na ti ons . I n h a l l s o f

the five hund red Rakan
,
we u su a l ly find

five hund red l i t t l e figu res set on she lves
th i ck ly a round a l l th ree s i des ; no two a re
j us t a l i ke

,
and i t is p robab l e th at you wi l l

be tol d wi th gl ee th at i f you look long enough
you wi l l find you r own fathe r rep re sented
among them . (Pl ates XXIX ,

XXX . ) I n
the h a l l o f the Ten Ki ngs o f H e l l we some
t imes find the figu res o f Yama o r o f J iz o
wi th the ten he lpe rs ; i f so , beh i nd the fig

u res a re f r i gh tfu l p a i nt i ngs o f the ten he l l s ,
a p i c tu re o f e ach one beh i nd i ts p rope r ki ng .

Sometimes
,
howeve r

,
the re a re on ly pa i nt
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S ta rs
,
l ong be fo re Buddh i sm came . Many

Koreans s ti l l p ay wo rsh i p to the sta rs th em
se lves . The f athe r o f a young man who was
once my Korean i nte rp rete r

,
neve r f a i l s to

p ra y to the seven s ta rs on any n i gh t when
the sky i s c l e a r enough fo r them to be seen ;
th e wo rsh i p is i n te re s t i ng and dese rves at
ten ti on . I t was robably taken ove r ea r ly
by Buddh i sm . The p i ctu re a lways shown
i n th i s l i tt l e h a l l i s ve ry curious

g j There is
a lways a Buddh a figu re o f some k i nd i n i t

,

bu t above a re Buddh a - l i ke figu res o f the
S even S ta rs

,
heaven ly be i ngs

,
w i th p a l e

f ace s ; be low the re a re the rep resen tat i ons
o f seven ea rth ly mi n i s te rs co r respond i ng
to them ; the i de a th at heaven ly cond i ti ons
a re rep roduced upon the ea rth i s one com
mon to many re l i gi ons . (P l ate XXXI . )
One othe r bu i l d i ng is ce rta i n to be found
at eve ry monaste ry . I t i s a wee s truc tu re ,
s ac red to the God o f the Mounta i n . H e is
a myste r i ou s be i ng . H e i s u su a l ly rep
resen ted wi th a bea rd and a bea rd qu i te
d i ff e ren t f rom those regu l a r ly seen i n
Ch i na

,
Korea or J ap an . H e is a lways

accompan i ed by a t i ge r
,
p a rt i cu l a r ly noti ce
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rThe co lo rs u sed a re b r i gh t and l i gh t . Faces
o f Buddhas and Bodh i s a ttvas a re u su a l ly
ye l l ow o r

whit?
'

These h i gh bei ngs a re
regu l a r ly rep sen ted wi th au reo les

,
the

boat- sh aped au reo l e occu r r i ng common ly
wi th Kwannon and M iroku . God s and
human be i ngs occu r i n c rowds i n these
p a i n t i ngs

,
bu t no matte r how crowded the

compos i t i on the i nd ivi dua l s a re u sua l ly
d efin i te and known . The a r ti s ts a re p r i es ts
and i t i s common fo r the few who have
famou s ski l l to t rave l f rom temp le to tem
p l e

,
touch i ng up o l d p i c tu re s and p ai nt i ng

new ones . They stay fo r weeks o r month s
and then p as s on to new fie ld s .rThe des i gns
a re ce rta i n ly t rad i ti ona l and ve ry o l d

,
bu t

the p a i n t i ngs themse lves
,
as we see them i n

the
'

temp le
,
a re many of them the work o f

ve ry recen t yea r_s; ) Most o f the monks and
aco lyte s know ve ry l i tt l e o f the mean i ng
of the p i c tu res

,
bu t those who pa i n t them

,

and those who a re se r i ou s s tudents can
i den ti fy the acto rs i n the scenes dep i c ted .

We rep roduce a p i c tu re f rom Sukwang
- sa

wh i ch i l l u s t ra te s th e c rowd i ng o f pe rsons
and the atten ti on gi ven to deta i l . Upon i t
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the re a re rep re sen ted one Pu l or Buddha
,

wi th th ree f aces
,
fou r Posa l o r Bodh i sat tvas

,

the twenty-e i gh t heaven ly ki ngs (each cor
respond i ng to one o f the anci en t conste l l a
t i ons ) , and ten t imes ten god s ( they a re
ac tua l ly grouped by tens and the re a re ten
each o f ea rth

,
fi re

,
wate r

,
sma l l wate r

bod i es
,
a i r

,
the human body

,
movement

,

fiel d work and mounta i n fo rt resses ) . Thi s
des i gn i s rea l ly a common one

,
and we have

a photograph o f i t a l so f rom Pawpchu
- sa .

Compa ri son o f the two p i c tu re s shows
abso lu te i dent i ty i n the numbe r and p l ac i ng
o f the i nd i v idua l s . (Pl ate XXXI I . )
We have a l ready s ta ted th a t the re i s con

siderable va r i at i on i n the p i c tu re o f the
god o f the mounta i n

,
though he i s a lways

recogni z ab le by ce rta i n featu res . Pi ctu res
o f i nd ividua l Rakan a re common i n temple s
and these p i ctu res a re a lways p rec i se and
defin i te

,
givi ng i n eve ry i nstance the cha r

acte ristic fe atu res o r a tt ri bu te s . (Pl ate
XXXV )
Occas i ona l ly — pe rh aps mo re commonly
th an we know — the monaste r i e s posse ss an
eno rmous ro l l ed pa i nti ng o f a s i ngl e Bud
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dha . We have seen one a t Pawpchu -sa and
anothe r a t Tonn -sa . A t Pawpchu -sa they
b rough t i t out f rom the great temp le and
un rol l ed i t fo r u s

,
i n the open

,
th at we

mi gh t see its s i ze . A t Tongdo - sa i t was
a l re ady e levated fo r the occ as i on o f the
ce l eb ra t ion o f Buddha’s b i r thd ay . I t tow
e red above the h i ghes t bu i l d i ng

,
and was

worsh i pped by the c rowd i ng thousand s .

(Pl ate s XXXVI , XXXVI I . )
I n th i s b r i e f s tudy of Ko rean Buddh i sm

we h ave bu t ske tched a subj ec t wh i ch p re
sents a vas t mate r i a l

,
wh i ch as yet is a lmost

u nknown and p ract i c a l ly untouched by
s tuden ts .
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jNOTES

I . Aryavarman , a man o f Sinlo (Corea ) , le ft
Chang’

an A .D. 63 8 . H e se t out with a v iew to recover
the t rue teach ing and to adore the sacred rel ics . H e
dwel t in the Nalanda T emp le , copying out many
Sutras . H e had le ft the eastern bo rders o f Co rea and

now ba thed i n the D ragon poo l o f Na landa . He re
he d ied

, aged seventy odd yea rs .
k i—n ieh, a Co rean , set out for I nd ia 63 8 A .D . ,

a rrived at the Nalanda T emp le and there stud ied the

sacred books and reverenced the holy t races . I- ts ing
found some wri t i ng he had le f t i n the temp le , whe re
al so he had lef t h is Sanskr i t M SS . T he pr iests sa id he
d i ed the same yea r , about s ix ty years o f age .

H inen Ta
’

i, a doctor o f the law , a Co rean , cal led
by the Sanskri t name o f Sarvaj fianadeva . I n the year
Yung-hwei ( 650 A .O . ) he went by the T i be tan road
through Nepal to M id- I nd ia ; he there wo rsh ipped the
re l i cs at the Bodh i T ree . A fterwards go i ng to the

T ukhara count ry , he met Taou-hi, with whom he re

tu rned to the T ahsio T emp le (Mahabodhi) . A f ter
wards he re turned to Chi na , and was not hea rd Of

aga in .

H inen -ha u
,
a docto r o f the law , a Corean , went with

Hiuen -ch iu , i n the m idd le o f the Chenghwa n period , to
I nd ia , and reach i ng the Tahs io Temp le

,
he d ied there .

Two p riests o f Co rea , names unknown , started from
Chang’

an by the sou thern sea-route and came to S t ib
hoj a . T hey d ied i n the country o f Po-lu-sse , to the

westward ( the western port ion o f Suma t ra ) .
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Hwui Lun , a Corean , Otherwise cal led Prajflavarma ,

came by sea f rom his own country to Fuchau, and pro

ceeded thence to Chang’
an . Fo l lowing a fter the p riest

H inen - chiu
,
he reached the Wes t , an d du r ing ten years

dwe l t i n the Amravat country and i n the S i n-che’ T em

p le ( north of the Ganges ) . Pass ing through the
eastern front iers , and thence proceed i ng northward
he came to the Tu ho lo (Tukhara ) Temp le . Bea l :
Life of H iouen Tsiang , pp . xxix— xxx , xxxv i .

2 . Jones in h is adm i rab le d i scuss ion o f the Eun jm
m iriok makes an i n terest i ng suggest ion regard i ng i ts
locat ion

But the specia l i n terest these facts have for us

i n connect ion wi th the great Buddha l i es i n the

fact tha t i t may have been here that Buddh ism
i tse l f fi rst en tered Pakche . Buddh ism was a for

e ign importa t ion , be ing sent to the pen insu la r
kingdoms by the Eastern Tsi n dynas ty o f Ch ina
(A .D. 3 1 7— 1 9 ) and effect ing an entrance a lmost
s imu l taneous ly at two po i n ts — in the nor th i n to
Koguryu and i n the sou th i n to Fakehe . O f th i s
lat ter even t the nat ive h istor ians te l l us I n
the year A .D. 3 84 the barbar ian monk M aranan t

’
a

came from T s i n . King Ch ip -yu accorded him a

most cou rteous and ceremon ious recept ion and

Buddh ism was estab l ished as the nat iona l re

l i gion .

” We do not know at wha t po i nt the
monk-m iss ionary landed , but i t i s not so un l i ke ly
that he may have come to th is we l l - known por t ,
and tha t one day among the Sh ips making up tha t
i nextr icab le mass o f masts and rudders at S i -j i n
there may have come the impe ria l j unk o f Tsin
bear ing the barbar ian monk Maranant

’
a with

h is images , i ncense , be l l s , books and vestments to
p lant i n Korea that cu l t wh ich was to dom i nate the
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sul-to-pa , Buddh ist pagoda . Wi th i n i t were p laced
the accumu lated sar i and the newly t ranslated
Wun -

gak su t ra . The pa laces
,
ha l ls

,
stud ies , guest

rooms
,
stores , k i tchens , ou thouses , had each the i r

par t icu la r p lace . The who le was magnificen t
and we l l constructed , and the ornaments were
lavish , impos ing , beau t i fu l , all i n keep ing and

fa i r to see . I ts equa l was nowhere to be found .

Also the d rums
,
gongs , e tc . , necessary for the

serv ice , and o ther use fu l imp lemen ts were abun
dan tly p rov ided for. Ga le : Pagoda , p . 10 .

4 . Ga le finds tha t the h isto ry o f the erect ion o f the
Seou l pagoda was o r igina l ly i nscr ibed upon the tu rt le
borne Slab that accompan ies i t . O f the pagoda i tse l f ,
he says

1 . The Pagoda was the re fore bu i l t i n 1 464
1 466 A .D.

2 . The bu i l der was King Se -jo , who re igned
f rom 1 45 6— 1 468 and al l the workmen were
Koreans .
3 . The form of i t was mode l led a f ter th e

Pagoda i n Pung Tuk County , which had a l ready
been stand i ng nea rly a hund red years , and had

been bu i l t by Ch inese wo rkmen . There i s no

ev idence that th is pagoda had ever been brought
f rom Peking though i t finds i ts final rest i ng
p lace now i n T okyo .

4 . I t was bu i l t to commemora te the exce l lence
o f the Wungak Su t ra f rom which i t takes i ts
name .
5 . I t is by far the most interest ing Buddh ist

monument i n Ko rea . p . 22 .

5 . The l is t o f the th i rty head-temp les fo l lows

Yongju-sa Chun tung-sa

Pongeum-sa Pongsiim-sa
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Unha-s a
PaWpchu

-sa Koun-sa
Songkwang

-sa Kumyong-sa

Sfinam-sa Peyak
-sa

TEh ung-sa Sawngpul-sa

Pakyang-sa Yungmyung—sa

Uipong
-sa Pawphung

-sa

Posawk-sa Pohyun
-sa

T ongdo-sa Kii npong-sa

Pomo -sa Yuchom-sa

Hain -sa Ual chung-sa

T onghwa-sa Sawkwang-sa

Chu im-sa Kuichu-sa

6 . T he magaz i ne conducted by Yi Nung Hwa has
had severa l breaks i n pub l icat ion and after each the

name has be en changed . As here given the names are
Engl ish translat ions o f the o rigina l :

M on thly M aga z in e of Chosen B uddh ism .

N i neteen issues , f rom January 25 , 1 9 1 1 to

August 25 , 1 9 1 3 .

B uddhis t M aga z in e of the Eas tern Sea . E igh t
issues from November 20 ,

1 9 1 3 to June 20 ,

1 9 1 4 .

M on thly M aga z ine of the A ssocia tion of R is
ing B uddhism . N i ne i ssues f rom March 1 5 , 1 9 1 5

to December 1 5 , 1 9 1 5 .

Kingdom of Chos en B uddhism . Three i ssues
f rom Apri l 5 , 1 9 16 to June 5 , 19 16 .

Gen era l M aga z in e of Chosen B uddh ism ,
f rom

March 20
,
1 9 1 7 . Three numbers had appeared

when I rece ived th is note i n May 1 9 1 7 .

7. The tex ts most common ly read in Korean mon
as teries are the Hohhehyo ,

Kegon , Kishin lon , Fumon

ban and Amidahyo , accord i ng to Madame Gordon .

These are Japanes e p ronuncia t ion .
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8 . The Japanese names o f the fou r guard ians are
B ishamon : east ; b lue ; tower .
Komoku : sou th ; red ; j ewe l .
J ikoku : west ; green ; lu te .
Zocho : nor th ; flesh ; sword .

9 . Three Buddhas have p receded Sakyamun i i n the
presen t ha lpa and one i s s t i l l to come befo re the ha lpa
ends . The en t i re l is t i s

Krahucha nda (Pa l i , Kahusanda ) , who so lves
doub t . ”

Kanahamun i ( P . Konagamana ) body rad iant
as go l d .

Kasyapa ( P . Kassapa ) swal lower of l igh t .
Sakyamun i.

M a itreya . Legge : Fa-h ien
,
p . 5 1 .

10. The eight scenes i n the Li fe o f Buddha are

(a ) I nca rnat ion .

(b ) B irth .

( c ) Encounte r wi th age , s i ckness , death .

(d ) Escape — with aid of the fou r heaven ly
k ings .
( e ) Asce t ic ism.

(f ) En l ightenmen t .
(9 ) Preach ing turn ing the whee l .
( h ) N i rvana .
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