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FOREWORD 

David W. Chappell 

This volume represents the first comprehensive study in English of 
the teaching of the Threefold Truth, perhaps the single most impor­
tant doctrine in Tien-t'ai Buddhism. Its author, Paul Swanson, stands 
as the first of a new generation of Buddhist scholars attempting to 
provide a comprehensive analysis of Tien-t'ai for the West and thus 
to open new vistas for understanding East Asian Buddhism as a whole. 

As the first major school of Buddhism in East Asia, Tien-t'ai marked 
a watershed in Chinese philosophy. Subsequent developments in Bud­
dhist thought defined themselves in terms of the position they took 
in its regard, and this is what makes its understanding so critical for 
the study of Buddhist intellectual history. 

To take but one example, it has always been something of a minor 
mystery why the Three-iTeatise(Sanlun) theories of the Chinese 
Madhyamika School vanished after having played a decisive role in 
fifth and sixth century China. The present study provides part of the 
answer in arguing that Madhyamika did not in fact die in China but 
only ceased to exist as a distinct, sociologically discernible entity be­
cause it had become absorbed into the foundations for a new breed 
of indigenous Buddhist schools. First among these new schools, as the 
author shows, was T'ien-t'ai. 

The key figure in this first of the major Chinese Buddhist schools 
was Chih-i (538-597), who is rightly considered the greatest of all Chi­
nese Buddhist philosophers and has been ranked with Thomas Aquinas 
and al-Ghazali as one of the great systematizers of religious thought 
and practice in world history. In contrast to Ch'an and Pure Land 
Buddhism, however, Tien-t'ai Buddhism is so multidimensional and 
comprehensive that it is often not easy to understand. This fact, to­
gether with its failure to attract a strong following in the West, has 
led to its neglect by serious scholars. In the 1960s Leon Hurvitz brought 
t.his oversight to attention in a pioneering doctoral study on Chih-i. 
The work stood virtually on its own for over fifteen years until Neal 
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Donner, a student of Hurvitz, carried on the study ofChih-i's thought. 
The Lotus Satra, which in the Tien-t'ai Upn., Tendai) tradition is 

considered the definitive sacred text, was long available only in the 
1884 English translation of H. Kern published in the Sacred Books of 
the East. It was not until the 1970s that two new translations of the 
Chinese version were prepared by Senchu Murano and Leon Hurvitz 
respectively. Meantime an earlier abridged translation of the Lotus 
Satra by Kata Bunna and William Soothill was re-edited and published 
in its complete form. These volumes, together with the translation of 
two related works, The Satra of Innumerable Meanings and The Satra of 
Meditation on the Bodhisattva Samantabhadra, which a group of scholars 
collaborated to publish in 1975,. set the stage for the new era ofTien­
t'ai studies to begin in the 1980s. In 1983 a group of us in Hawaii 
prepared a translation ofa standard outline ofTien-t'ai doctrine, and 
in the following year Paul Groner broke new ground with a masterly 
piece of scholarship, SaicM: The Establishment of the Japanese Tendai 
School. 

I first met the author in 1985 when he stopped in Hawaii on his 
way back home to Japan, having just finished defending his doctoral 
thesis at the University of Wisconsin. In the few short years that have 
passed in the interim, T'ien-t'ai thought has begun to come into its 
own in the academic world, and Paul has been very much a part of 
this story. In my mind the collection of essays he edited in 1987 as a 
special issue of the Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, published to 
commemorate the twelve hundredth anniversary of the founding of 
Tendai, stands as the single most important collation of current Tien­
t'ai scholarship. He was also one of the principal participants in an 
important dialogue between Japanese Tendai and Christianity held at 
the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture in that same year and 
published in 1988. Meantime, in the United States the American 
Academy of Religion held its first panel on Tien-t'ai in 1987. 

It is my hope that the present volume will hclp Ticn-t'ai thought 
to reach out beyond the world of the specialists and entcr into the 
wider arenas of religious studies and philosophy as thcy are taught in 
our university classrooms. In any cvent, its achievement clearly places 
Paul Swanson in the leading ranks of scholars working to make Tien­
t'ai better known to the West. 

January, 1989 Ilonoiuiu, II (lwaii 



PREFACE 

T'ien-t'ai Buddhism is usually introduced by way of the convenient 
but misleading framework of its doctrinal classification system, known 
as the "Five Teachings and Eight Periods." Both in Japan and in the 
West, this system is used to classify the entire corpus of the Buddhist 
teachings into the various types of teachings which were supposedly 
revealed by the Buddha at various stages of his career. Certainly this 
latter idea is an important part of the T'ien-t'ai tradition, but it leaves 
the impression that T'ien-t'ai Buddhism is a rather rigid and outdated 
relic of the past whose meticulous scholastic analyses are of no more 
than academic or historic interest. 

A shift of perspective on T'ien-t'ai Buddhism, I wish to argue here, 
opens up an intricate and all-encompassing synthesis of Buddhist 
teachings and practice based on a consistent principle that brings 
T'ien-t'ai Buddhism to life and makes it more accessible to men and 
women in our day. This principle, the key to T'ien-t'ai Buddhism, is 
Chih-i's concept of the "Threefold 1tuth"; Emptiness, Conventional 
Existence, and the Middle. 

Chih-i (538-597), one of the greatest of the Chinese Buddhist philo­
sophers, combined an uncommon scholarly insight into the Buddha­
dharma with the virtuosity of a dedicated follower of the Buddhist 
path. There may be other Chinese Buddhists who were more metic­
ulous textual commentators. His younger contemporary Chi-tsang, 
for example, provides us with fuller and more accurate textual anal­
ysis, whereas Chih-i (perhaps because most of his works were lectures, 
and the documents we have are the notes taken down by his disciples) 
sometimes gives rather free renditions of scriptural passages, and his 
analysis is sometimes excessively scholastic. Others may have been 
more absorbed in meditation or other Buddhist practices. Chih-i spent 
a considerable amount of his life in the capital city as a prestigious 
"professor," though he was certainly second to none in his dedication 
to practice and was recognized by his masters to have achieved many 
levels of samadic insight. Some may have been more innovative in in­
digenizing the Buddha's way to the Chinese milieu, though Chih-i 
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was the earliest to successfully synthesize the various aspects of Bud­
dhism in his time into a truly "Chinese" school. In any case, no single 
personality can match Chih-i's achievement offusing all that had come 
before him into a unified whole of doctrine and practice that would 
change the future course of Chinese Buddhism. The central insight 
around which all else revolved was the Threefold Truth, which pro­
vided the principle for bringing together the disparate elements of 
Buddhism into a cohesive system ofteaching and practice. According­
ly, this idea provides the focal point for the present attempt to layout 
the foundations of Tien-t'ai philosophy. 

In a first chapter I have attempted to outline the background to the 
Threefold Truth as an extension of the Madhyamika idea of the two 
truths-mundane worldly truth and supreme truth-and to show how 
this threefold pattern runs through various aspects of Tien-t'ai Bud­
dhism. This first chapter serves as both an introduction and summary 
of what I am attempting to present in this study. The reader is invited 
to return and examine the first chapter once again after finishing the 
other chapters. Much of what may seem confusing or out of place 
there should make more sense in light of the information presented 
in the intervening chapters. 

I first came to the study of T'ien-t'ai Buddhism through an inter­
est in Japanese religion, specifically mountain religion and Japanese 
Buddhism. It wasn't long before I was struck by the almost ubiquitous 
influence of the Tien-t'ai I Tendai tradition in Japanese religion, cul­
ture, and history. If all roads in the West lead to Rome, then all roads 
in Japanese Buddhism and related religious phenomena can be said 
to lead up and down the slopes of Mt. Hiei, the headquarters of the 
Tendai school. I have come to suspect, although I cannot fully sub­
stantiate it at this time, that a similar claim may be made for the role 
of Tien-t'ai in Chinese Buddhism. I believe there is growing evidence 
to show that more of the early historical roots of Ch'an Buddhism 
took their nourishment from the events that took place on Mt. T'ien­
t'ai than from the legendary Bodhidharma. At least the idea merits 
closer attention at some future date. 

* * * * * 
This book has been more than ten years in the making, and it is im­
possible to thank everyone who has contributed to its realization. It 
was studying under Pier P. del Campana that I was first introduced to 
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Tien-t'ai and Leon Hurvitz's pioneering work on Chih-i. Later, dur­
ing my days at Tokyo University, Tamura Yoshiro served as my ad­
visor and kept my interest in the Tendai tradition alive. Minoru Kiyota 
guided my studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and offered 
me continued encouragement and valuable advice. Fukushima Kosai 
directed my research at Otani University and took time to read the 
Fa hua hsl1an i with me, illuminating many passages found to be hope­
lessly incomprehensible. Mter submitting my doctoral dissertation in 
1985, I let the material rest for a period to gain a measure of critical 
distance from it. Last year my colleagues here at the Nanzan Institute 
for Religion and Culture participated in a series of seminars on my 
work, after which I revised, corrected, and polished the text to prepare 
it for publication in this form. My thanks to them all for their help 
and encouragement. I would also like to thank David Chappell for his 
kind words and willingness to write a Foreword to this volume, and 
to Asian Humanities Press for accepting this work for publication. A 
special word of thanks also to James Heisig, for his encouragement 
and advice in many matters, for agreeing to include my work in his 
series, and last but not least, for his technical assistance in the pro­
duction of this volume. 

Throughout it all, I have tried to dedicate my study to my extended 
family - my wife, my children, my parents - who in turn provided their 
unfailing support. For a long time already, this book has belonged as 
much to them as to me. 

Nagoya, Japan 
7 January 1989 

Paul L. Swanson 



What is the value of subduing the earth, the water, the air, 
of conquering space and time, 
of understanding what laws govern the mirages 
that rise from the burning deserts of the mind, 
their appearance and reappearance? 

I have one longing only: 
to grasp what is hidden behind appearances, 
to ferret out that mystery which brings me to birth and then 

kills me, 
to discover if behind the visible and unceasing stream of the 

world 
an invisible and immutable presence is hiding. 

-Nikos Kazantzakis 



Chapter 1 

Truth in T'ien-T'ai Philosophy 

W hat is the relationship between the sacred and the profane, be­
tween the realm of the perfected saint and this imperfect world 

of every day life, between the City of God and the City of Man, be­
tween heaven and earth, between this world and that world, between 
the Buddha and the ordinary ignorant man .... In short, what is the 
nature of reality and existence? Is the pure realm of the sacred only 
an "ideal," a "mythical" goal, separate from our ordinary lives and 
forever beyond our reach? If the perfect and ordinary are separate 
realms, how are they related, and how does one get "from here to 
there"? If they are the same, whence the suffering and painfully ob­
vious imperfections of our mundane lives? These are questions which 
must be dealt with by any epistemology or religious philosophy, and 
by any person seeking an answer to the mysteries of life. 

Nagarjuna's answer, which served as the basis for much of sub­
sequent Mahayana Buddhist thought, is found in the MUlamadhyama­
kakti,rikIJ" most succinctly in chapter twenty-four, verses eight and nine: 

8. All Buddhas depend on two truths 
In order to preach the Dharma to sentient beings. 
The first is the worldly mundane truth. 
The second is the truth of supreme meaning. 

9. If one is not able to know 
The distinction between the two truths, 
One cannot know the true meaning 
Of the profound Buddha Dharma. l 

These verses are the most explicit formulation of the two truths, or 
twofold truth, theory of Madhyamika philosophy. They posit two 
"truths," conventional truth (Skt. sa1!lvrtisatya) and supreme truth (Skt. 
paramilrthasatya) as both the content of, and ways of viewing, reality. 
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Conventional truth, also called "worldly truth" (lokasar!l:vrtisatya), is the 
ordinary, common-sensical, acceptance of the everyday phenomenal 
world as experienced and interpreted through our senses. Candraklrti 
(560-640?) proposed three interpretations of sa1!1:urtisatya:2 

1. A "covering," "obscuration," or "occlusion." Our mistaken 
understanding of the phenomenal world is like a covering 
of ignorance which obscures the true nature of reality. 

2. Identical with the mutual co-arising of all phenomena as 
interdependent. In this sense sa1!'vrtisatya is a synonym of 
pratayasamutpada, the basic Buddhist causality theory which 
posits the interdependency and co-arising of all things. 

3. The realm of social convention and ordinary language. This 
includes the idea that conventional truth consists of that 
which is conceptualized and understood through the me­
dium of language and discriminative, cognitive thought. It 
also includes, in a positive sense, the idea of upiiya, the skill­
ful or expedient means utilized to express the supreme truth. 
The assumption here is that what is conceptualized and ex­
pressed in language is already a number of steps removed 
from true reality and thus can never adequately express it. 
This brings us toparamiirthasatya, literally the "highest mean­
ing of truth," which is the correct understanding and true 
content of reality, and which is beyond any verbalization or 
conceptualization. 

This theory of the two truths, as it stands, leaves room for further 
speculation. If one posits two "truths," the next question to arise is 
the relationship between these two truths. This problem is alleviated 
somewhat by the assertion that the two truths are actually one twofold 
truth (that they are two ways of viewing one reality) but one must still 
wonder about the relationship between the two "views" or "levels" of 
truth. This tension led the Yogacarin to develop the theory of the 
three svabhllvas in which reality is described as threefold:3 parikalpita­
svabhiiva, the "imaginary nature," or the falsely constructed images 
which ordinary ignorant people mistakenly accept as reality; paratantra­
svabhiiva, the "other-dependent nature," or the phenomenal world as 
mutually co-arising and interdependent; and parin~panna-svabhiiva, 
the "purified" or "consummated nature," or the direct knowledge of 
reality as it truly is.4 Chih-i 1WM (538-597), the systematizer and 
founder ofTien-t'ai Buddhist philosophy and practice, independently 
developed a similar solution utilizing a threefold structure, dealing 



TRUTH IN T'IEN-T'A1 PHILOSOPHY 3 

with this tension between the two truths by developing his threefold 
truth concept. 

Chih-i's threefold truth concept is an extension of the traditional 
Madhyamikan theory of the two truths as explicitly taught in chapter 
twenty-four, verses eight and nine, of the Millamadhyamakakiirikii. The 
direct literary inspiration for the formulation of the threefold truth 
concept is found in verse eighteen of the same chapter. This justly 
famous verse is open to numerous interpretations, as a look at the 
original Sanskrit and some of the English translations of this verse 
reveals: 

ya?I pratityasamutpddal,l. sunyatii1!' tii1!' prac~mahe 
sii prajnaptimpiidiiya pratipat saiva madhyamii.5 

KALUPAHANA: We state that whatever is dependent arising, that 
is emptiness. That is dependent upon convention. That itself is 
the middle path.6 

LAMOTI"E: "Dependent co-production is what we call emptiness; 
it is the designation "by reason of'; it is the Middle Path.',7 

NAGAO: "What is originating co-dependently, we call emptiness. 
It is a designation based upon [some material]. Only this is the 
Middle Path."s 

ROBINSON: "It is dependent co-arising that we term emptiness; 
this is a designation overlaid [on emptiness]; it alone is the Mid­
dle Path.',9 

SPRUNG: "We interpret the dependent arising of all things as the 
absence of being in them. Absence of being is a guiding, not a 
cognitive, notion, presupposing the everyday. It is itself the mid­
dle way.,,10 

STRENG: "The "originating dependently" we call "emptiness"; 
this apprehension, i.e., taking into account [all other things], is 
the understanding of the middle way."lI 

This verse can and was interpreted as speaking of the identity of the 
two truths, emptiness (sanyatll = paramiirthasatya) and co-arising or 
conventional designation cpratuyasamutpada = sa1flvrtisatya = prajiiapti­
rupadiiya), as the Middle Path (madhyamii). Kumarajiva's Chinese trans­
lation of this verse, on which Chih-i relied completely, more clearly 
implies the understanding of the Middle Path as a third component 
in a single unity. 

~lkl_'U.t. .J~wt~IJh!:~ [ ~] 
[f. 30, 33blIJ12 
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All things which arise through conditioned co-arising. 
I explain as emptiness ~ . 
Again, it is a conventional designation fr1:t . 
Again, it is the meaning of the Middle Path ift}i . 

The importance of this verse is such that it demands close line by line 
examination. 

"All things which arise through conditioned co-arising" 
~~~j:ii ~aQ pratityasamutpiidalJ,) 

This line refers to the Buddhist teaching of causality, that all con­
ditioned things arise dependent on a host of causes and conditions. 
Many scholars consider it the central teaching of Buddhist philoso­
phy.llI The term pratuyasamutpada can be translated as "dependent co­
arising," or "causal interdependency." Thus this line refers to "the 
co-arising of all things," or "that which arises due to the interplay of 
various causes and conditions." In short, it refers to "all things," or 
"all phenomenal existence." All which is, has arisen due to a multi­
tude of causes and conditions. As the very next verse of the MUlamad­
hya1l'lllka/rii:rika, 24: 19 says explicitly, "There is no element of existence 
whatsoever which does not arise dependently."lt 

"I explain as emptiness" 
ft~~P~~ (Junyata7p t/l7p pracaItJmah,e) 

"Emptiness" means the lack of substantial Being, not only the ab­
sence of anything which exists in and of itself and never changes, but 
also an eternal essence. It is not a nihilistic denial of all existence. It 
is the denial of existence as svabhava, literally "own-being." Nagarjuna 
defined svabhava as that which is uncreated and not dependent on 
anything else, and which never changes. Emptiness, Junyaea, is then 
defined as the absence of this own-being, or svabhilva. l $ That is why I 
prefer to translate !unyata as "emptiness" rather than "void." To say 
that a glass is empty is not to say that there is nothing there. It means 
that something is missing, and that what may be there, or imagined 
to be there, is not actually present. 

It is my contention that the concept of mnyata does not exclude the 
possibility of speaking of an ontology, despite the conclusions of some 
eminent Western scholars. 16 If one understands ontology to refer to 
substantial, eternal, never-changing, self-existent Being, then !unyatll 
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certainly is an attack on all ontological concepts, for this is precisely 
what is denied. If, however, ontology deals with being and existence, 
with the objects of our experience, the reality (or unreality or imagi­
nary nature) of our everyday mundane existence, then certainly one 
can (and Chih-i does) develop an "ontology of §ilnyata." I am aware of 
N:lg:lrjuna's warning that one should not in turn grasp "emptiness" 
as a substitute for the denied substantial Being, and that one who does 
so is truly a "hopeless case." However, this warning refers to the danger 
of substituting Jilnyata for svabhilva and misconstruing emptiness to be 
substantial Being, and does not negate the validity of the attempt to 
describe ontological objects. Thus I will refer to that which is denied 
by Jilnyata as "Being," and the conventional co-arisen dharmas which 
can still be talked about as "existence." 

"Again, it is a conventional designation" 
#-~ JEfI!1 ~ (sa prajnaptirupadliya) 

We have seen above that "conventional designation," or that which 
is referred to by language, is one of the meanings of sa1!'vrti. Reality 
is ultimately beyond adequate verbal expression, but we must commu­
nicate and "name" things and experiences if we are to live in this mun­
dane world. The objects of our everyday experience can (according to 
Chih-i) be referred to as existing in the sense of arising interdepen­
dently. Our phenomenal world has temporary reality in the sense of 
an integrated, co-arising, interdependent relationship of causes and 
conditions. This is called "conventional" existence. One can also see 
that this is another way of making the same point as was made in the 
first two lines. 

"Again, it is the meaning of the Middle Path" 
#-JE~J!!. (pratipat saiva madyamii) 

The Middle Path means to take a course between two extremes. 
Two possible extremes are the affirmation of substantial Being on the 
one hand ("eternalism"), and nihilistic denial of all existence on the 
other ("annihilationism"). The teaching of Jilnyatii denies the extreme 
view of substantial Being, and the teaching of conventional designa­
tion or existence denies the extreme view of nihilism. It is clear that 
all of these four phrases are different ways to express the same con­
cept. They are various attempts to explain one teaching and one reality. 
Co-arising, emptiness, conventional existence, and the Middle are not 
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four realities, four separate existences, or four independent doctrines, 
but four ways to express the same one reality, the Buddha-dharma, 
which is saTflSiira to us common ignorant mortals and niroiir,ta to a Bud­
dha. Hence the common Mahayana proposition that "there is no dif­
ference between saTflSiira and niroiir,ta." 

Chih-i interpreted reality as a threefold truth, a single unity with 
three integrated aspects, and often supported his view by quoting this 
verse from the Mula1TUldJtyaTTULkakiirikii. The threefold truth is an in­
tegrated unity with three aspects. First, emptiness (1unyata ~), or ab­
sence of substantial Being, often identified with the ultimate truth 
(paramiirthasatya). Second, conventional existence 1~1 , the temporary 
existence of the phenomenal world as co-arising, often identified with 
the worldly truth (saTflvrtisatya). Third, the Middle ~, a simultaneous 
affirmation of both emptiness and conventional existence as aspects 
of a single integrated reality. 

For Chih-i these three components are not separate from each other 
but integral parts of a unified reality. They do not form a pyramid of 
contrasting realities (Diagram A) but are simultaneous aspects of one 
reality (Diagram B). 

Diagram A Diagram B 

The objects of our experience have a temporary reality. We do ex­
perience something. Nevertheless, the world which we experience is 
empty of an eternal, unchanging, svabhaba-Iike substance. Lest one 
lapse into a mistaken nihilism, one must realize the Middle Path. One 
must realize the emptiness of phenomenal reality simultaneously with 
the temporal, provisional reality of these empty objects. This Middle 
Path, however, must not be grasped as an eternal, transcendental 
Reality; it is, rather, manifested in and through and is identical with 
temporal phenomenal reality, which is again in turn empty of an un­
changing substance. The circle is complete in itself, what Chih-i calls 
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"a perfectly integrated threefold truth." 
This concept is summarized by Chih-i in his Fa hua hsaan i: 

The "perfect threefold truth" means that it is not only the Mid­
dle Path which completely includes the Buddha-Dharma, but 
also the real and the mundane [truths]. This threefold truth is 
perfectly integrated; one-in-three and three-in-one. 

~~.* #@$~A~.~ ~.~M ~.~~-~~-
[T. 33, 705a5-7] 

7 

In other words the real truth, the mundane truth, and the Middle 
Path are three ways of expressing the threefold aspects of a single in­
tegrated reality. This concept of the threefold truth plays a central 
role in Chih-i's Tien-t'ai philosophy and provides the structure for 
his interpretation of the Buddha-dharma. 

Many scholars have criticized Chih-i's interpretation ofthe threefold 
truth as a misunderstanding and/or unwarranted extension of Nagar­
juna's intent. For example Nakamura Hajime correctly points out that 
Indian commentaries (at least those that are extant) never interpret 
this verse in a "threefold" manner but rather emphasize the identity 
of co-arising, emptiness, conventional designation, and the Middle. l ? 

From a strictly philological and narrowly interpretive point of view, 
Nakamura is correct. However, the point of the verse (and Chih-i's 
final analysis), is not the number of ways in which reality is explained, 
whether it be called twofold, threefold, or even fourfold, but that it 
explains one integrated reality.18 

It is possible, as Candrakirti does,19 to establish a fourfold equation 
of co-arising = emptiness = conventional designation = the Middle. 
This can be represented as in Diagram C or Diagram D below; or, 
perhaps most consistent with the intent of the MUlamadhyamakakiiriktl 
verse 24:18, as in Diagram E on the following page. 

Diagram C Diagram D 



8 FOUNDATIONS OF TIEN-T'AI PHILOSOPHY 

Once again, the point is not the number 
of components - be it two or three or 
four-but the unity of one integrated 
reality and the attempt to explain this 
reality in, admittedly, inadequate verbal 
terms. 

Chih-i's interpretation is not a deviance 
from the intent and meaning of N agar­
juna's philosophy. It is a Chinese attempt 
to search out the meaning of this verse and 
to make Madhyamika philosophy intel­
ligible. 

Diagram E 

As I have mentioned above, this threefold truth concept provides 
the structure for much of Chih-i's philosophy. In this study I will ex­
amine Chih-i's Tien-t'ai philosophy from the perspective of this 
threefold truth concept and show that it provides a pattern with which 
the numerous Buddhist concepts and technical terms are organized 
and interrelated. 

I have prepared a chart to show the relationship between this verse 
and important Tien-t'ai technical terms such as the four ways of in­
terpreting the four noble truths [ZQfi[ZQ~* , the Fourfold Teachings, 
the ten realms (or destinies) of existence, the two truths, and the final 
reduction of all into the concept of a single integrated reality which 
is beyond verbalization and conceptual understanding (See Chart 1 at 
the end of the book). Let us examine the interrelationship of various 
Tien-t'ai technical terms and concepts by referring to this chart. 

First, Chih-i in the Mo ho chih kuan and Fa hua hsilan i explicitly 
identifies the four phrases of this verse as corresponding to the four 
ways of interpreting the four noble truths.20 The four noble truths 
are, briefly, the four basic Buddhist truths of all is suffering ~ , the 
cause of suffering ~ , the extinction of suffering ~ , and the Path J1i:, 
which are common to all Buddhist systems. The four ways of inter­
preting the four noble truths are as arising-and-perishing j:i~ , as 
neither arising nor perishing ::fj:~ , as immeasurable ~.I:, and as 
spontaneous ~f'F (T. 46, 5b15). Chih-i writes: 

In the Millamadhyamakakarika verse [24: 18], "All things which 
arise through conditioned co-arising" refers to [the viewpoint 
of] "arising and perishing." "I explain as emptiness" refers to 
"neither arising nor perishing." "Again, it is a conventional de-
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signation" refers to "the immeasurable." "Again, it is the mean­
ing of the Middle Path" refers to "the spontaneous." 

9 

This categorization of four ways of interpreting the four noble truths 
is original with Chih-i, though Chih-i claims that it is based on the 
"Chapter on Noble Activity" ~rr~ in the Mahapariniruti7J,Q, Sutra.2 ) 

The Mahtipariniruti7J,Q, Sutra does discuss the four noble truths in detail, 
expounding on the eight kinds of suffering, various causes of suffer­
ing, and so forth, but this four-fold classification should be attributed 
to Chih-i. This fourfold classification does not posit four kinds of four 
noble truths, because there is only one "four noble truths," but refers 
to fours ways of viewing, or interpreting, the four noble truths. 

1. The four noble troths as arising and perishing 1:.~Im~ . This is the 
standpoint which emphasizes the constant flux of phenomena. All 
things are constantly arising and instantly perishing in an interdepen­
dent web of causes and conditions. From this point of view, as Chih­
i says, "Suffering consists of passing through the three stages [of birth, 
change, and annihilation], the cause of suffering consists of flowing 
through the four [defiled] mental states,22 the path consists of con­
quering and eliminating [the defilements], and extinction consists of 
extinguishing Being and returning to non-Being" (T. 46, 5bl5-16). 
In Chih-i's words, this is the realm of "change" ~H~ (T. 46, 5b18). 
This is the viewpoint expressed in the first phrase of the verse: "All 
things which arise through conditioned co-arising." 

2. The four noble troths as neither arising nor perishing ~1:.~Im~* . This 
is the standpoint which emphasizes that all is empty (T. 46, 5b19). 
There is no real coming into Being nor the extinguishing of Being, 
because there is no substantial Being. Suffering has no real existence, 
and by extension there is no real cause of suffering. There are no real 
defilements to extinguish nor to eliminate on the path. All conditioned 
things, by definition, lack an eternal, unchanging, self-existent Being. 
What, then, can ever truly arise or perish? This is the viewpoint ex­
pressed in the second phrase of the verse: "I explain as emptiness." 

3. The four noble truths as im1lU!asurable ~:I:!m~* . This is the standpoint 
which emphasizes that, although all things lack substantial Being, 
there are immeasurable aspects to temporary conventional existence. 
As Chih-i points out, there are immeasurable sufferings in only one 
realm of existence (such as that of man), how much more so in all of 
the different realms of existence (from hell to Buddha) together. These 
immeasurable sufferings have innumerable causes, including "greed, 
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anger, ignorance, and the various [defiled activities of] mind, body, 
and speech" (T. 46, 5c3). So also there must be innumerable features 
to the path, such as scholastic analysis, mystical insight, clumsy and 
skillful means, ways which are crooked or straight, long or short, teach­
ings which are provisional or complete. Finally, there are immeasurable 
features of extinction, because there are innumerable delusions and 
defilements to extinguish. 

Chih-i is quick to point out that all this is from the standpoint of 
"conventional speech," and that ultimately there are no distinctions 
because ultimately all are empty of substantial Being. Nevertheless, 
"it is not a mistake nor a confusion to make these [innumerable] dis­
tinctions" (T. 46, 5c9-10), as long as one realizes that one is speaking 
conventionally. This is the viewpoint expressed in the third phrase of 
the verse: "Again, it is a conventional designation." 

4. The four rwhle truths as spontaneous ~f'F!JQ~. This is the express­
ion of ultimate reality which is beyond conceptualization and verbal 
distinctions. There is no difference between suffering, its cause, its ex­
tinction, and the path. All is One. This is the viewpoint expressed in 
the fourth phrase of the verse: "Again, it is the meaning of the Mid­
dle Path." 

In the Fa hua hsilan i (T. 33, 700c-702a) Chih-i explicitely discusses 
the one-to-one correspondance between the four noble truths and the 
Tien-t'ai classification of the Fourfold Teachings: the Tripitaka, the 
Shared, the Distinct, and the Perfect Teachings.25 These four teach­
ings are Chih-i's classification of the whole of the Buddha's teachings 
categorized according to content. Although the Buddha's teaching is 
ultimately one and not contradictory, the emphasis and content varies 
according to the capacity of the listener and the time, place, and cir­
cumstances of its teaching. 

The TI-ipitaka Teaching refers to "Hinayana" Buddhism, or more 
precisely, to the content of the Agama Sntras. These teachings em­
phasize the literal interpretation of the four noble truths and the con­
stant arising and perishing of conditioned phenomena. 

The Shared Teaching, exemplified though not limited to the Prajiiii­
ptlramittl Sutras, emphasizes emptiness, the lack of substantial Being 
in all things. The content of these teachings is common to both 
Mahayana and HInayana, therefore it is called "shared." 

The Distinct Teaching belongs only to bodhisattvas. In contrast to 
the emphasis on emptiness in the Shared Teaching, this teaching once 
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again "recognizes" conventional existence and its immeasurable phe­
nomena. The bodhisattva, with this insight and out of compassion, 
returns to this conventional, mundane world with skillful means to 
save sentient beings from their immeasurable delusions. 

The Perfect Teaching is truth as it is. It is perfectly complete; the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. It is subtle, incon­
ceivable, beyond verbalization and conceptualization. It is reality as 
perceived perfectly by the Buddha. It is the Middle Path, which is the 
insight into reality as simultaneously lacking in substantial Being yet 
conventionally existent. 

In the Fa hua hs1lan i (T. 33, 695b-c) Chih-i points out a further cor­
respondence between this verse in the Millamadhyamakakii:rikii and the 
multifarious characteristics of beings in the various realms of exis­
tence. Chih-i divided the realms of existence into ten interpenetrat­
ing realms or destinies: hell, preta, beast, asura, man, gods, ~ravaka, 
pratyekabuddha, bodhisattva, and buddha. These are not ten separate 
distinct worlds, but rather experiences or states of existence in one 
reality. 

It may be more accurate to refer to these ten "destinies" as ten states 
of experience: hellish, to be full of insatiable appetite, brutish, com­
bative, human, divine, ~ravaka-like, pratyekabuddha-like, bodhisattva­
like, and buddha-like. When one suffers the inevitable results of his 
or her misdeeds, one experiences the realm of hell. When one blind­
ly follows sensual desires in a futile attempt to satisfy fleshly appetites, 
one experiences the realm ofthe preta. When one blindly follows one's 
passions, one experiences the realm of beasts. When one fights with 
one's fellow human being, one experiences the combative realm of 
the asura. When one joyfully listens to the music of Bach, one can ex­
perience the delightful realm of the gods. When one hears the teach­
ing of the Buddha, one experiences the realm of the ~ravaka. When 
one performs an altruistic deed, one experiences the realm of the bod­
hisattva. When one has an insight into the true nature of reality, one 
experiences the realm of the Buddha. Chih-i's claim that these realms 
are "interpenetrating" or "mutually inclusive" means that each sen­
tient being experiences them all in accordance with its actions. 

Also, each being has ten "suchlike," or "such-as-it-is" ~[]fE , charac­
teristics: appearance ft'I , nature '11: , essence g , power -fj , activity 
f'P, causes ~ ,conditions ., results * , retribution ¥I{, and "ultimate 
identity of beginning and end" ft[]~**J'i:~~ .24 



12 FOUNDATIONS OF TIEN-TAI PHIWSOPHY 

After quoting the Malamadhyamakakiirilui 24:18 verse, Chih-i con­
tinues: 

The characteristics of those in the six destinies [from hell to 
divine] corresponds to "all things which arise through condi­
tioned co-arising." The characteristics of those in the two vehicles 
[sravaka and pratyekabuddha] and the bodhisattva of the Shared 
Teaching corresponds to "I explain as emptiness." The charac­
teristics of the bodhisattva of the Six Paramitlis [Tripiraka] and 
Distinct Teachings correspond to "Again, it is a conventional 
designation." The characteristics of the Buddha-realm corre­
sponds to "Again, it is the meaning of the Middle Path." 

[T. 46, 695c15-18] 

In other words, those in the six lower destinies perceive the world in 
its arising and perishing as the interplay of interdependent causes and 
conditions. Srlivakas and pratyekabuddhas perceive the world as einpty 
of substantial Being and thus to be characterized as neither arising 
nor perishing. The bodhisattvas go a step further and perceive the 
immeasurable conditioned phenomena of this world as provisionally 
existent, albeit having existence merely as conventional designation. 
The Buddha, in his perfect wisdom, spontaneously perceives the world 
as it truly is, uncreated, beyond description, beyond conceptual dis­
crimination, subtle, the Middle Path. 

This is where Chih-i reaches his ultimate conclusions. In the final 
analysis, all of reality is an integrated, interdependent unity. Everyth­
ing contains everything else, and the whole contains all things. In the 
Fa hua hstlan i this is described in terms of "the interinclusiveness of 
the ten realms" +Wli~ or "the interpenetrating unity of all aspects 
of reality" (T. 33, 693cl ~22). As Chih-i puts it: 

One dharma realm contains ten suchlike characteristics. The 
ten dharma realms thus contain one hundred suchlike charac­
teristics. Also, each dharma realm contains the other nine dhar­
ma realms, so there are one hundred dharma realms and one 
thousand suchlike characteristics. 

[T. 33, 693c16-18] 

The actual number, whether a thousand or a hundred or whatever, 
is irrelevant; what matters is the inclusion and interpenetration of all 
of things in one reality. In this same regard the Mo ho chih kuan speaks 
of "the trichiliocosm in a moment of consciousness" .--~ .~ T- , to bor­
row Hurvitz's term.25 In Chih-i's words: 
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One thought [or one mind -{.' ] contains the ten dharma 
realms. Each dharma realm also contains the ten dharma realms 
[so there are] one hundred dharma realms. Each dharma realm 
contains thirty worlds; so one hundred dharma realms contain 
three thousand worlds. These three thousand worlds are con­
tained in one thought. 

[T. 46, 54a5-9] 
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Again, it is not the number one hundred or three thousand which 
is important, but the idea that all reality is interpenetrating and in-. 
elusive, so that one short thought contains all of reality. This is one 
of the basic concepts in Chih-i's Tien-t'ai philosophy which is related 
to the threefold structure based on the M1l1o:1TuulhyamoiwAii:rikil verse 
24:18. 

On the other side of the chart we can trace the relationship of the 
threefold truth concept with the two truths and its final reduction to 
one truth or "no truth." Chih-i, when citing scriptural support for his 
ideas, often cites the "three truths" as given in the Ying 10 ching or the 
len wang ching, two Sntras which are now generally recognized as Chi­
nese apocryphal texts.26 The fing 10 ching contains scattered referen­
ces to the three truths of non-Being ~af6 , existence 1faf6 and the 
supreme truth of the Middle Path g:tJt!W;-~~f6. Thelen wang ching 
speaks ofthree truths in the sense of the "real truth" !l~ , the "mun­
dane truth" '1~af6 and the "supreme truth" W;-~~ (T. 8, No. 245, 
833b). 

In his commentary on the Vimalakirtinirdesa Slltra,'n his last work, 
Chih-i explicitly identifies the threefold truth theory with the formula­
tion of the three truths in the Ying 10 ching and the len wang ching: 

The name and meaning of the threefold truth comes from the 
Ying to ching and the Jin wang ching. First, the truth of existence; 
second, the truth of non-Being, and third, the supreme truth of 
the Middle Path. "The truth of existence" refers to reality as per­
ceived in the mind of [ordinary] worldly people; this is called 
"the truth of existence," and is also called "the mundane truth." 
"The truth of non-Being" refers to reality as perceived in the 
mind of people who have transcended the world; this is called 
"the truth of non-Being," and is also called "the real truth." "The 
supreme truth of the Middle Path" refers to reality as perceived 
by all Buddhas and bodhisattvas; this is called "the supreme truth 
of the Middle Path," and is also called the "one real truth." 

[T. 38, 534c19--25] 
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A few lines later, Chih-i explicitly identifies the MoJamadhyaTllllka­
klirikii verse 24:18 with the real, mundane, and supreme truths: 

The MiUo:madhyamakakarilrii verse says, "All things which arise 
through conditioned co-arising I explain as emptiness." This 
refers to the real truth. "Again, it is a conventional designation" 
refers to the mundane truth. "Again, it is the meaning of the 
Middle Path" refers to the supreme truth of the Middle Path. 
This verse thus speaks of [the meaning of) Mahayana and ex­
plains reality as a threefold truth. 

[T. 38, 535all-14] 

This relationship is shown in Chart 1 under the heading "the threefold 
truth." 

A problem arises, as critics of Chih-i are quick to point out, when 
one compares the original Sanskrit terms with the Chinese. Milla­
madhyaTllllkaklirikii chapter 24, verse 8 speaks of two truths, that of the 
everyday mundane world (lokasafftVrlisatya) and the "higher" truth 
(paramarthasatya). It is clear that the "mundane truth" mentioned by 
Chih-i refers to sa1flvrtisatya, and that both the "real truth" and the 
"supreme truth of the Middle Path" refer to paramarthasatya. From an 
Indian perspective, then, this is a "misunderstanding" of the original 
text of Nagarjuna. From the Chinese perspective, however, there were 
good historical and doctrinal reasons for discussing the topic in this 
way. 

From the very beginning of Madhyamikan philosophy in China dur­
ing the times of Kumarajlva (344-413), the two truths were discussed 
in terms of yu fi (existence or Being) and wu ~ (non-existence or 
non-Being), yu usually identified with sa1flvrtisatya and wu with para­
marthasatya. The ambiguity of these terms, such that yu could be in­
terpreted negatively as substantial Being or positively as conventional 
existence, and wu interpreted positively as a denial of substantial Being 
and negatively as nihilistic nothingness, as well as the strong ontologi­
cal implications of these terms, caused much confusion concerning 
this issue (see Chart 2). For this reason I deliberately translate these 
terms "inconsistently." Depending on the context, yu is rendered some­
times as "Being" and sometimes as "existence," and wu is rendered as 
"non-Being" or "nothingness." 

One must examine the historical background of this topic in China 
in order to understand why Chih-i discussed this topic in the way that 
he did, and why he developed the threefold structure, already implicit 
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in the Mala71llldhyamakakl1:rikll, to solve the problem. Thus one of the 
purposes of this study is to show the development ofthis topic in China 
and it's climactic definition in the philosophy of Chih-i. 

Let us return to Chart 1. We have seen that the two truths of param-
4rthasatya and sa1p:vrtisatya were given a threefold structure in Chinese 
apocryphal texts and by Chinese Buddhist scholars, including Chih-i. 
Whenever Chih-i discusses this topic, however, he is quick to point 
out that this threefold division is a conventional discrimination, and 
that ultimately reality and the truth are One, indivisible, and beyond 
verbalization and conceptualization. The most detailed discussion of 
this topic in Chih-i's many works is found in the Fa hua hsaan i, Chih­
i's magnum opus interpreting the message of the Lotus Siltra. The bulk 
of this work, as we shall see, is concerned with a discussion of the word 
"subtle" ( ~j> miao), which is the first character in Kumarajiva's trans­
lation of the title of the Lotus Satra: the SaddharmapuTJ4arika Satra ~:P 

iiii.~ . 
For Chih-i the word "subtle" symbolized and summarized that which 

is beyond conceptual understanding, and thus it is the word most ap­
propriate to describe reality, which is ultimately indescribable. He dis­
cusses the meaning of "subtle" in three sets of ten categories.28 The 
first category consists of "the subtlety of objects" !JU:P, and it is in this 
context that Chih-i gives his most detailed presentation of his threefold 
truth concept. The section begins with the definition that "The 'sub­
tlety of objects' refers to the ten such-likes, conditioned co-arising, the 
four noble truths, the two truths, the threefold truth, and the one 
truth" (T. 33, 697c6-7). 

In other words, all of the above categories of the various charac­
teristics of existence and the world of co-arising causes and conditions 
is progressively summarized as the four noble truths, then as the two 
truths of sa1p:Vrtisatya and paramiirthasatya, then as the threefold truth 
of emptiness, conventional existence, and the Middle Path, and final­
ly as the one truth of reality as a perfectly integrated unity. In the 
end even this One Truth is reduced to the term "no truth" ~~* , for 
the concept of a single reality, though it stretches the limits of lan­
guage, is still a conceptualization which is inadequate to describe reality 
itself. One is left with the definition in the introduction to the Fa hua 
hstlan i that "That which is beyond conceptualization is called subtle" 
(T. 33, 681 a24). Reality cannot be grasped conceptually; truth is beyond 
words. 
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Yet Chih-i used words and concepts, and was also quick to point out 
the necessity to do so. One can make a valid attempt to describe ver­
bally what is ultimately indescribable, as long as one is aware of this 
limitation. The purpose of this study is to examine Chih-i's concept 
of the threefold truth as providing the structure for the Tien-t'ai in­
terpretation of the Buddha-dharma. I will examine the history of the 
development of this topic in China, beginning with KumlirajIva and 
his disciple Seng-chao (chapter 2), the early reference to "three truths" 
in the Chinese apocryphal SOtras of the Jht wang ching and the Ying 
to ching (chapter 3), the two truths controversy in China before Chih­
i (e.g. the Liang period) as found in the few extant sources available 
to us such as the Kuang hung ming chi (chapter 4), the Ta ch'eng i chang 
(chapter 5), the contributions of the "Ch'eng shih lun scholars" as seen 
in secondary sources (chapter 6), and the critiques and analysis of Chi­
tsang and the Sanlun teachings (chapter 7). I will examine the section 
on the "subtlety of objects" in Chih-i's Fa hua hsaan i (T. 33, 691a-
707a) as my root text to discuss the Tien-t'ai threefold truth concept, 
though I will refer also to other works by Chih-i (chapter 8). An an­
notated translation of this text will be added as an appendix. 

In short, this study supports the following five propositions: 
First, that Chih-i's interpretation ofthe Millamadhyamakakiirikii chap­

ter twenty-four, verse eight, in terms of a threefold truth is not a mis­
understanding, misinterpretation, or deviance from the original intent 
and meaning of Nagarjuna's writings or Madhyamika philosophy, but 
is in fact a useful device for explicating Mlidhyamika philosophy in 
general and the two truths in particular. 

Second, that Chih-i's threefold truth concept was developed in the 
context of the two truths controversy in China, which had failed to be 
resolved due to the use of the ambiguous and misleading terminology 
of yu if and wu ~ , based on indigenous Chinese philosophy, and that 
Chih-i transcended this duality by utilizing the threefold concept of 
emptiness, conventional existence, and the Middle. . 

Third, that it is possible to speak of a Madhyamika approach to on­
tology, a prime example being the Tien-t'ai philosophy of the threefold 
truth, and that Tien-t'ai philosophy has as good a claim as the San­
lun tradition (often called "Chinese Madhyamika") to be the Chinese 
heir and developer of the Madhyamika tradition. 

Fourth, that it is this concept of the threefold truth which provides 
the structure for Chih-i's thought and practice, and more accurately 
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reflects the intent of Tien-t'ai philosophy than the approach of the 
"Five Periods and Eight Teachings" p'an-chiao system by which Tien­
t'ai has usually been understood and explained in the West, and even 
in Japan. 

Finally, that Chih-i's answer to the questions which opened this 
chapter, on the nature of reality and what needs to be done to under­
stand it and achieve perfect enlightenment, is the threefold truth and 
its ramifications for the teachings and practice of the Buddhist path. 



Chapter 2 

Early Madhyamika in China 

KUMARAJIv A, SENG-CHAO, 
AND THE 1WO TRUTHS 

KumlirajIva 

A discussion of the two truths controversy and Madhyamika phil­
osophy in China properly begins with Kumarajiva, surely one 

of the greatest translators and transmitters of a religious tradition at 
any time or place. Kumarajiva (344-413)1 was born in Serindia and 
left lay life at the age of seven. He first studied HInayana, mostly 
Slirvastivadin, philosophy and other non-Buddhist subjects, but later 
converted to Mahayana and studied the Sunyavacla tradition. He set­
tled in Kucha where he established his reputation. When a Chinese 
army conquered Kucha in 383 Kumarajiva was taken captive and 
brought back to Liang-chou in northwestern China where, it is as­
sumed, he learned Chinese. In 401 the Liang were conquered by the 
Later Ch'in, who welcomed Kumlirajiva to their capital in Ch'ang-an. 
Here Kumlirajiva received the support needed to complete his volumi­
nous and superb translations. 

Not only did Kumlirajiva introduce and establish Madhyamika phi­
losophy in China, but also his translations became the authoritative 
texts for much of later Chinese and Japanese Buddhism.2 They pro­
vided Chih-i with the authoritative texts on which he based his phi­
losophy and practice. Particularly important for Tien-t'ai philosophy 
are Kumarajiva's translations of the Lotus Satra (T. 9, No. 262), the 
Pancavi""sati-siihasrikii-prajiiiiparamita Satra (T. 8, No. 223), the Ta chih 
tu lun (T. 25, No. 1509), the MUlamadhya1Twkakii:rikil (T. 30, No. 1564), 
the Vimalakirlinirde1a Satra (T. 14, No. 475), Vajracchedikii Satra (T. 8, 
No. 235), and the Ch'eng shih lun (Satyasiddhi Sastra?) (T. 32, No. 1646). 
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As we shall see later, Chih-i's philosophy often relies to a great extent 
on the wording of Kumarajiva's translations. 

KumarajIva left very little of his own writings. The only works ex­
tant are a commentary on the Vimalakirtinirde!a Satra in the form of 
notes probably taken down by his disciples (T. 38, No. 1775), and a 
collection of his correspondence with Hui-yiian (T. 45, No. 1856), often 
called the Ta ch'eng ta i chang *~*ft. (hereafter referred to as the 
Correspondance). Neither text contains a discussion of the two truths 
as such, but in the Correspondance Kumarajiva does allude to different 
levels of truth, or doctrine, in statements such as the following. 

and 

The Buddha sometimes declares that beings are empty and some­
times declares that dharmas are empty. When he says that form 
and so forth are real dharmas, while milk and so forth are cause­
and-effect existents, he commits no error.s 

[T. 45, 137c1-2) 

in the Mahayana SiUras, accomodating to worldlings [the Bud­
dha) talks about the designation "atom," but does not say that 
its fixed-mark exists.4 

[T. 45, 137b23-24). 

This implies the teaching of the two levels of truth. It recognizes 
the validity of a "worldly !ruth" (though not explicitly using such 
terms) which allows one to speak conventionally about such things as 
"atoms," beings, or dharmas without meaning that they have substan­
tial Being or that they "exist" ultimately from the viewpoint of the 
supreme truth. 

In a longer passage KumarajIva gives the common Mahayana ar­
gument that the Buddha offers "different" (yet ultimately the same) 
teachings to people according to their capacity to understand, as a 
physician prescribes different medicine to various patients according 
to their illness. 

The Buddhas, accomodating to what living beings understand, 
explain three classes of doctrine within the one meaning [ekariha). 
For beings with dull faculties they declare emptiness, suffering, 
and impermanence. These beings, having heard that all dhar­
mas are impermanent and suffering, become profoundly de­
tached, succeed in cutting off craving, and attain liberation. For 
beings with medium faculties, they declare that everything is 
without self, secure, quiescent, and in nirvaJ;la. When these beings 
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hear that all dharmas are without self and consist of only nirval).a, 
security, and quiescence, they cut off craving, and gain libera­
tion. For those with keen faculties, they declare that all the dhar­
mas from the very beginning are unarising, unceasing, utterly 
empty, and like nirval).a. Therefore, within the one meaning, ac­
cording to the fetters and mental faults of beings, there are dif­
ferences of profundity.5 

[f. 45, 137a12-20] 

This work also contains the idea, based on the Ta chih tu lun,6 that 
the gravabs follow the Four Noble Truths to realize the Buddhist 
path, but bodhisattvas know that the truth is One. KumarajIva puts it 
this way: 

The wisdom of sravakas is dull, therefore they must first learn 
this path [of advancing gradually from the stage of streamwin­
ner to Arhat] and later attain power. Since bodhisattvas under­
stand profoundly, they have the insight that the four [noble] 
truths are one truth .... The sravakas use the four truths to 
understand the true aspects of reality. Bodhisattvas use the one 
truth to understand the true aspects of reality. The wisdom of 
the sravakas is dull so they often have a fearful mind. The wis­
dom of the bodhisattva is acute, so they often have a compas­
sionate mind. Both realize the same true aspects of reality. 

[f. 45, 140b28-<5] 

There is no mention of the two truths as such, but the idea of differ­
ent levels of truth, which are ultimately one truth, is clear. 

KumarajIva also declares that 

one cannot state that form and so forth have permanence. For 
what reason? Because they arise from groups of causes and con­
ditions, and perish moment by moment. Also, because they are 
included in the skalulha, dMtu, and iiyatana, we cannot say that 
they are inexistent? 

[T. 45, 137cl2-14] 

This is reminiscent of Chih-i's presentation of the threefold truth 
without the third aspect of the Middle: (a) Form is not permanent; it 
is comprised of a group of causes and conditions. This is the mean­
ing of "emptiness," and the content of the first aspect of Chih-i's 
threefold truth concept. (b) However, this does not mean that one is 
affirming a nihilistic nothingness or inexistence. The forms of skahdha, 
dhiltu, and ilyatana have conventional existence. This is the viewpoint 
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of the worldly truth, and is the content of the second aspect of Chih­
i'a threefold truth concept. 

In China the viewpoint of emptiness (a) was identified as the supreme 
truth, so Chih-i utilized the concept of the Middle as a "third truth" 
to bring the two viewpoints (a) and (b) together into a united whole. 
At the time of Kumarajlva the problem had not yet taken this form. 
IC Kumarajiva had been asked how he would harmonize his above 
statement with the Madhyamikan doctrine of the two truths, we may 
apeculate that he would have said that both standpoints (a) and (b) 
are the conventional truth (sa7!tvrtisatya) and that both ofthem togeth­
er, or neither, are the supreme truth l,paramarthasatya). 

In both the Correspondance and commentary on the Vimalakirtinirde!a 
S1Ura Kumarajiva reveals himself to be an orthodox Snnyavadin and 
Mlldhyamikan who relies chiefly on the Paiicavif!t!ati-stlhasrikil-prajM­
fJIlramita Satra and Ta chih tu lun for his doctrine. In fact Robinson goes 
so far as to conclude that " Kumarajlva's doctrine is the doctrine ofthe 
Great Perfection of Wisdom Treatise."a For this reason, and because of 
the importance of the Ta chih tu lun for Chih-i's philosophy, we will 
take a closer look at the Ta chih tu lun and it's application of the two 
truths. 

The Two Truths in the Ta chih tu lun 

TIlE 1WO TRUTIIS AND THE USE OF TIlE PERSONAL PRONOUN 

The two truths are mentioned only intermittently in the Ta chih tu lun, 
yet, as in the Mfllamadhyamakakarikil, the idea is implicit in much of 
what is taught throughout the text. For example, the two truths are 
used to solve the problem of how a Buddhist can deny the existence 
of a substantial self and still use the personal pronoun "I." 

The Ta chih tu lun, as a commentary on the Pancavif!t!ati-sahasrikli­
prajiiliparamita Sfltra, begins by discussing the first line of all SUtras, 
"Thus have I heard at one time (eva7!t maya !ruta7!t ekasmin samaye)"(T. 
25, 62b17-70b12).9 In discussing the word "I" (mayll, ;fl ) the question 
is rhetorically raised: how can the Buddhist SUtras say "Thus have I 
heard" when the Buddha teaches that dharmas are empty and there 
is no substantial self? 

The answer is given in three parts. First, the use of personal pronouns 
and the reference to a self is merely conventional language utilized 
in conformity to common usage and spoken with the understanding 
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that the self does not exist substantially. This "I" does not refer to a 
"real self' .:ft. This is illustrated with the following example: 

Will not one be ridiculed if one buys copper coins with gold 
money? Why? Because it is contrary to commercial customs. We 
use the word "I" in the same way. One can speak of an "I" in a 
system which denies a substantial self. This conforms to world­
ly conventions and is not a difficulty. 

rr: 25, 64a17-20] 

The Devaparifrrcchil Satra :Rr",*!! ,10 where the Buddha is quoted as 
saying that an Arhat who has destroyed all impurities and is in his last 
life in sa'TflSara can rightfully say "This is I," is quoted for scriptural 
support. In short, from the point of view of the supreme truth (para­
mlirthasatya) all phenomena are empty and lacking in substance, but 
one can speak of an "I" in conformity with conventional usage. 

Second, conventional worldly language is divided into three cate­
gories; that spoken on the basis of false views $ ~ , self-centeredness 
,tt, and mere "names and words" ~* . The first two are rejected as 
invalid, or "impure," while the third is valid, or "pure." Those who 
are enlightened use language only in the sense of following worldly 
conventions. Though they reject the false views implied in language, 
they imitate or conform to its common use for the sake of being non­
contentious. Nevertheless they reject the use of language which is 
based on false views and self-centeredness. 

Third, it is precisely those who are mistakenly attached to the 
doctrine of non-substantiality of the self and grasp this as the final 
truth who have difficulty using the personal pronoun "I." The Bud­
dha's disciples should not be attached to the idea that all dharmas are 
empty and lacking in substantial Being. Since they are not attached 
to either the idea of the existence of a self nor the "non-existence" of 
a self, there should be no difficulty in speaking conventionally of an 
"I." Verses from the MalaTTllUlhyamakakil:rikli chaper 13 are quoted to 
support this position: 

If there is a thing which is not empty [devoid of Being], 
Then there would be something which is empty [devoid 

of Being]. 
But there is nothing which is not empty, 
So how can anything be empty? 

Common ignorant men perceive non-emptiness, 
And also perceive emptiness. 
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One should not have either positive nor negative views. 
This is truly that which is called niruil7].a. 

Non-duality, the gate of security, 
The destruction of false views, 
The domain traversed by all Buddhas; 
This is called "the dharma of no self." 

[T. 25, 64b12-17]11 
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Thus one can use language and speak conventionally of an "I" from 
the standpoint ofsa7!lurtisatya, but from the ultimate perspective of the 
supreme truth it is not valid to affirm either the existence (Being) nor 
non-existence (nothingness) of the self and phenomena. This affirma­
tion of the use of language tempered by the awareness of its limita­
tions is exactly' the position taken by Chih-i, who is constantly re­
affirming the inadequacy of language to describe reality, yet immedi­
ately affirms the necessity to use language in the attempt to describe 
the indescribable and conceptualize that which is beyond concep­
tualization. 

TIlE lWO TRUTHS AND THE FOUR SIDDHANTA 

The longest discussion of the two truths in the Ta chih tu lun is found 
in its presentation of the four siddhilnta (T. 25, 59bI7-61bI8). The 
word "siddhilnta" ~fl in the Buddhist context refers to a "point of 
view" or "method of teaching." The four siddhilnta12 refer to the four 
points of view from which to perceive reality, or the four methods of 
preaching used by the Buddha to present the dharma to his audience. 

Chih-i devotes a large section at the beginning of his Fa hua hsuan 
i (T. 33, 686al-691a5) to a discussion of these four siddhiinta, perhaps 
to make certain that his audience realizes the various ways in which 
one can approach the Buddha-dharma, and to temper his repeated 
assertions that his concepts and theories do not adequately describe 
reality. 

The four siddhilnta are: 

the worldly point of view (14ukika siddhiinta iltW~UI ) 
the individual point of view (priltipauntSika siddhiinta 

·fH~·~A~~1 ) 
the therapeutic point of view (priltip~ika siddhiinta 

ftia~ff ) 
the supreme point of view (pilramilrthika siddhilnla 

~-.~~f ). 



24 FOUNDATIONS OF TIEN-T'AI PHIWSOPHY 

Lamotte correctly asserts that the theory of the four siddhilnta is an 
extension or development of the two truths theory. IS As we shall see, 
the first three siddiuInta correspond to the conventional truth (sa'Tftvrti­
satya) and the fourth siddhiinta to the supreme truth (paramarthasatya). 

The four siddJuInta are discussed in the introduction to the Ta chih 
tu lun where twenty reasons are given for why the Buddha preached 
the Pancavi7pJati-slihasrika-praftiiiparamita Sutra. The sixteenth reason 
that the Buddha preached the Paflcavi7pJati-sahasrika-prajiiilparamita 
Sutra is to reveal the supreme point of view cparamllrthika siddJuInta 
lak$aT,Ul, T. 25, 59b17ff). There are four siddhilnta and these four cate­
gories contain the entire teachings of the Buddha ("the twelvefold 
scriptures and 84,000 baskets of the dharma"). All four are asserted 
to be true and not mutually contradictory. Therefore in the Buddha­
dharma there is the reality of the worldly order, the reality of the in­
dividual order, the reality of therapeutic order, and the reality of the 
supreme order. All four are affirmed as true and not mutually con­
tradictory, thus ultimately they are different viewpoints concerning 
one reality. The text then discusses each of the four siddJuInta: 

First, the worldly or mundane point of view (laukika siddhiinta) is the 
perception of phenomena as issuing forth from a complex of causes 
and conditions. It corresponds to the interpretation of sa'Tftvrtisatya as 
a synonym of pratityasamutpada. This is illustrated with the familiar 
analogy of a cart which exists as the union of the shaft, axle, spokes, 
rim, and so forth, yet there is no substantive "cart" apart from these 
constituent parts. In the same way a human being exists as a union 
of the five skahdha and there is no substantive self apart from these 
constituent parts. When the Buddha says "With my very pure divine 
eye I see that beings die here and are born there in accordance with 
the retribution for their good or evil deeds; those who do good deeds 
are born as gods or men and those who do evil deeds go to the three 
evil realms (of hell, preta, and beasts),"14 he is speaking from the 
perspective of the worldly truth. 

The Ta chih tu lun puts the rhetorical question and then answers it 
this way: 

If people do not truly exist, then why does the Buddha say, 
"With my divine eye I see sentient beings?" Therefore we should 
conclude that people exist but only from the worldly point of 
view, not from the supreme point of view. 

[T. 25, 59c7-9] 



EARLY MADHYAMIKA IN CHINA 25 

The question is then raised that the supreme point of view is true be­
cause it is supreme, but the other points of view then cannot be called 
true. The response is that each of the four points of view are true 
separately in their own way. For example, 

... tathat4, the nature of reality [dharmatd], and the reality-limit 
[bhUtakop] do not exist from the worldly point ofview, but exist 
from the supreme point of view. In the same way people exist 
from the worldly point of view but not from the supreme point 
of view. 

[f. 25, 59c11-13] 

These have conventional existence in the sense of arising from causes 
and conditions, but have no ultimate and eternal existence nor sub­
stantive Being. . 

Second, the individual point ofview (Jrr{ltiPau~ika siddluinta) refers 
to the Buddha preaching the dharma in accordance with the mental 
state or capacity of the individual. This corresponds roughly to the in­
terpretation of sa1!'vrtisatya as the realm of social convention and or­
dinary language, and as skillful means (upaya) to help sentient beings. 
When the Buddha preaches, some people understand and some do 
not. This is because different individuals have varying capacities to 
understand. 

To illustrate this point the Ta chih tu lun quotes two Satra passages 
which appear to be contradictory. The first passage says "Due to deeds 
with different retributions people are born in different universes, at­
tain different contacts and experiences."15 On the other hand there is 
the passage from the Phalagutta SatTa which says, "There are no people 
who achieve contact, no people who attain experiences."16 This ap­
parent contradiction is explained by the necessity to preach the dhar­
ma in accordance with the needs and capacities of the individual. 

Some people, for example, doubt the possibility of life after death, 
do not believe in the retributive power of evil or meritorious deeds, 
succumb to the heretical view of "annihilationism" (ucc1u!tJa-dmi), and 
thus commit evil deeds with impunity. The Buddha affirms for the 
sake of these individuals that people are reborn after death in a dif­
ferent universe and undergo different experiences so that they will 
overcome their doubts, suppress their evil activity, and abandon their 
false views. 

On the other hand, a man named Phalagul,la believed in the exis­
tence of a substantive self and had succumbed to the other extreme 
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and heretical view of "eternalism" (nitya-dT$li). He had demanded that 
the Buddha identify the "person" which undergoes rebirth and has 
experiences. If the Buddha had identified something as that which is 
reborn and has experiences, then Ph:i.laguQ.a would fall deeper into 
his belief in an eternal and substantive self or soul. Therefore in this 
case the Buddha pointed out that there is no Being which has expe­
riences or is reborn after death (T. 25, 60c8-14). This is the method 
ofteaching, or point of view, which takes into account the capacity of 
the individual listener. 

Third, the therapeutic point of view (p'riUipak.$ika siddhiinta) refers to 
the teaching of the Buddha as a remedy for the maladies which afflict 
mankind. It corresponds roughly to sa1flvrtisatya as illusion or "dis­
ease" which must be remedied. The Ta chih tu lun illustrates this by 
referring to various herbs and medicine which are a remedy for some, 
but not necessarily for others. (At this point the second and third 
siddhiinta overlap somewhat.) The Buddha-dharma is functionally 
similar in that it prescribes various remedies for various mental 
maladies (cetovyiidhi: -c.,m ). 

For example, meditating on impure things such as a corpse is a 
good remedy for someone whose major inclination is to be attached 
to worldly things, but not a good remedy for one whose major fault 
is hatred. If a man full of hate contemplates a corpse, this will only 
strengthen his hatred. The contemplation of compassion is a good 
remedy for one who is full of hatred, but not for one who is attached 
to worldly things. Compassion consists of searching for ways to love 
people and consider their good qualities. Thus a man whose major 
inclination is to be attached to worldly things would only strengthen 
his attachment by contemplating compassion in this way, and so forth 
(T. 25, 60al8-19). 

For the Buddha to prescribe different remedies (teachings) for dif­
ferent people is called the "therapeutic" method of teaching or point 
of view. 

This section of the text contains a long discussion, but the last 
rhetorical question and response is of greatest interest to us here. A 
question is raised: All conditioned dharmas (sa""skrta dharma) have a 
transitory character. This teaching corresponds to the supreme truth. 
How then can one say that transitory things are not real ~F. ? That 
which is conditioned, by virtue of its character of being born (utptlda 
j: ), abiding (sthiti f:±.), and passing away (bhanga If:\lG ), is first born, 
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then has duration, and finally passes away. How then can one say that 
transitory phenomena are not real (T. 25, 60b19-22)? 

The Ta chih tu lun deals with this Sarvastivadin objection with the 
therapeutic method of denying the reality of anything which is lack­
ing in substantial Being. By Madhyamikan definition anything which 
undergoes change is lacking eternal Being and is not ultimately real. 
It states directly that 

conditioned dharmas cannot have these three characteristics. 
Why? Because these three characteristics [of arising, abiding, 
and passing away] are not real. 

[T. 25, 60b22-23] 

Madhyamikan polemic examines the position that only that which 
is eternal and un~hanging is "real," and presents the classic Madhya­
mikan refutation of this position by carrying it to its ultimate logical 
conclusion and revealing it to be absurd: If the arising, duration, and 
destruction of dharmas were the real characteristics of phenomena 
(again, it must be remembered that "real" means eternal and unchang­
ing), then it must be the case that at the time of the arising of a 
phenomena all three characteristics are equally present. 

In this case the three characteristics of arising, abiding, and pass­
ing away must then be equally present at all times in all places. But 
these three characteristics are supposed to follow one after the other 
separately. This is absurd, for these characteristics cannot be both sepa­
rate yet equally present at all times in all places. Therefore the tran­
sitory character of phenomena is not of the supreme truth (T. 25, 
60b24-28). 

This is an example of the "therapeutic" point of view, or method 
of teaching, and implies the importance of sa1{tvrtisatya and the validity 
of language, skillful means, and the conventional truth for correcting 
erroneous views. 

Fourth, the supreme point of view (ptiramilrthika siddhiinta) refers to 
the "true dharma" (bhatadharma: !Jj;Jrii) which cannot be discrimi­
nated (vibhakta: ::fli]'~) or destroyed (bhinna: ::fli]'~ ). This supreme 
point of view is described in mostly negative terms, for its content can­
not be verbalized. The text says: 

That which is not included 4 in the above siddhiinta is here 
included completely. What does this include? By "inclusion" is 
meant the absence of all defects (sarvado~avisa1!'yoga), inaltera-
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bility [apari~matva], and invincibility [ajeyatva]. Why? Because 
without the supreme point of view, the other teachings and the 
other siddhii.nta are all destroyed. 

[T. 25, 6Oc9-13] 

This supreme point of view is illustrated with three verses from the 
Arthavargiy'iya Satra 1MU! , which Lamotte identifies as one of the 
oldest texts of "primitive Buddhism."17 

Each and every person, based on false views 
And vain chatter, incites quarrels. 
To know that all things are not born; 
This is to know the correct view. 

Refusing to acknowledge the doctrines of others 
Is called being an ignoramus, 
But one who argues about these matters 
Is a true ignoramus. 

If one is based on personal views, 
This produces vain chatter; 
If one is [based on] pure wisdom, 
This person will not have impure wisdom. 

These verses are said to be an explanation by the Buddha of the 
supreme point of view. The Ta chih tu lun then gives an extensive com­
mentary on these three verses: 

Commentary on the first verse: If one depends on false views, doctrinal 
systems, and theories, this merely incites quarreling among proponents 
of these various philosophies. Vain loquaciousness (prapanca) is the 
basis for quarreling, and vain words lead to the acceptance of false 
views. One who truly knows, however, accepts neither a doctrinal sys­
tem nor empty words. He "adheres to nothing and believes nothing." 
He does not participate in quarrels but merely "savors the ambrosia 
of the Buddha-dharma" (T. 25, 61a3-11). 

Commentary on the second verse: If one makes a general statement to 
the effect that everyone who does not accept the teachings or doctrinal 
systems of other people are ignorant, then all masters and teachers 
are ignoramuses because they all reject the doctrinal systems of their 
colleagues. 

Examples are given of doctrinal statements made by non-Buddhist 
schools such as the "nrthika," Pravrajita, ~vetambara, and BrahmaQ.a 
(T. 25, 61al5-21), and Buddhist systems such as those of the Sarvasti­
vada and the Vaipulya (T. 25, 61a21-<2), and it is pointed out that 
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each person praises his own doctrinal system as true and rejects the 
others· as false. 

The best way, it is implied, and the way of the supreme point of 
view, is to avoid accepting or promoting any doctrinal system, an at­
titude which has been the object of much grousing concerning Madhya­
mikan philosophy throughout the centuries. 

Should a Mlldhyamikan philosopher refrain from making any pos­
itive declarations, and be content with exposing the inevitable absurd 
conclusions and contradictions of any opposing philosophy, or can 
and should Madhyamikans propose their own "doctrine"? This is the 
point which in India eventually divided the Mlldhyamika tradition into 
the two opposing schools of CandrakIrti and Bhavaviveka; between 
those who denied ~nd those who accepted the validity of making pos­
itive statements. 18 

The Ta chih tu lun goes a step further and in commenting on the 
third verse does make some positive statements concerning the con­
tent of the supreme truth, thus implicitely siding with the school which 
recognizes the validity of making positive statements. 

Commentary on the third verse: The text gets to the heart of the mat­
ter with a penetrating question and answer: "If views are all false, 
what is the supreme point of view (p4ramilrthiluJ. siddhiinta)?" (T. 25, 
61b6-7) The answer given is the most comprehensive, though not 
necessarily clear and enlightening, description of the content of the 
supreme truth: 

It is the way which transcends all discourse [saroadesa~tUiA:ran­
lamaTga], the cessation and destruction of the function of thought 
[cittapravrttisthitinirodha], the absence of all support [anasraya], 
the non-declaration of doctrine [dharma~'!I anidarianam], the 
true nature of Reality [dharma~'!I s~a~m], the absence of 
beginning, middle, and end [anlidimailh,anta] , indestructibility 
[~ayatva], and inalterability [avipari~matva]. 

[T. 25, 6Ib] 

A discussion of the implications of all these terms would necessitate 
a volume all its own, but the Ta chih tu lun merely illustrates it by quot­
ing some obscure "verses on the meaning of Mahayllna":19 

The end of discourse, 
The cessation of the function of thought, 
No arising and no passing away. 
In this way the dharma resembles niroa~a. 
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To speak on the subject of action: 
This is the worldly dharma. 
To speak on the subject of non-action: 
This is the supreme dharma. 

All are true, all are false. 
All are true and false simultaneously. 
All are not true and not false simultaneously. 
This is the true nature of Reality ~ti;i;zJH§ . 

[T. 25, 61bll-15] 

The Ta chilt tu lun concludes its discussion of the supreme point of 
view and the four siddhantas in a way often echoed by Chih-i, that the 
supreme point of view is of profound meaning, difficult to understand, 
and difficult to comprehend. "This is why the Buddha preached the 
Paiicavi'f!l.fati-siihasrikil-prajMpi1ramittJ Satra" (f. 25, 6IbI7-18). 

OTHER REFERENCES TO THE lWO TRUTHS 

There are many scattered references to the two truths in the Ta chilt 
tu lun, which can be categorized into four uses in the following pat­
tern. There are two ways of viewing one reality, or (I) there are two 
truths, but (2) they are not contradictory. (3) There are conventional 
differences between the two truths, but (4) they are mutually depen­
dant, that is, they are identical or ultimately one. 

First, the Ta chilt tu lun often points out that there are two truths, 
with variations as to the implications and meaning of this assertion. 
For example, we have the following three passages: 

The Buddha-dharma includes two truths: first, the worldly truth, 
and second, the supreme truth. From the viewpoint of the world­
ly truth it is said that sentient beings exist 1'f . From the view­
point of the supreme truth it is said that sentient beings have 
no Being ~iW1'f . 

[T. 25, 336b2k3] 

The Buddha-dharma includes two truths, the worldly truth and 
the supreme truth. From the viewpoint of the worldly truth it 
is said that the Buddha declares the perfection of wisdom. From 
the viewpoint of the supreme truth [the Buddha] explains that 
all Buddhas are empty and neither come nor go. 

[T. 25, 746b22-24] 

The Buddha-dharma includes two types [of truth]. First, the 
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worldly truth and second the supreme truth. The thirty-two 
marks [of the Buddha] are explained from the viewpoint of the 
worldly truth. No-marks is declared from the viewpoint of the 
supreme truth. 

[T. 25, 274a8-10] 
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These and other similar passages point out the distinction between 
the two truths and how seemingly contradictory doctrines preached 
by the Buddha are actually compatible and are merely different view­
points. 

Second, these statements concerning two truths may give a mistaken 
impression of an unbridgable gap between the two viewpoints, so the 
74 chih tu lun points out that " the two truths are not contradictory" 
(T. 25, 221b16). It affirms that "the sermons of the Buddha are in con­
formity with the supreme (truth); though he declares the worldly dhar­
ma, this is not an er~or because the two truths are not contradictory" 
(T. 25, 223c29-224a2). 

Third, nevertheless there are differences between the two truths, 
and the Ta chih tu lun contains numerous references (over half of the 
number of references I found to the two truths) to how the worldly 
truth and the supreme truth are different. Generally the worldly truth 
is explained as an expedient means (upaya) to preach and teach sen­
tient beings. It refers to the use of language and conceptual thinking 
and thus is not final or ultimate truth. Supreme truth on the other 
hand is beyond verbalization and conceptualization since it is ultimate 
and real. First, the Pancavi1{liati-siihasrikil-prajMparamita Siltra text it­
self, not the Ta chih tu lun commentary, makes the following assertion: 

Sariputra. The Bodhisattva-mahasattva abides by the two 
truths, the worldly truth and the supreme truth, in order to 
preach the dharma to sentient beings. Sariputra. The two truths 
are [inherent] within sentient beings, but they do not realize it. 
The Bodhisattva-mahasattva practices the perfection of wisdom 
and with the power of [skillful] means preaches the dharma for 
the sake of sentient beings. 

[T. 25, 700bl6--20] 

The text also says: 

From the perspective of the worldly truth one discriminates 
and declares that there are fruits and retributions, not [from the 
perspective of] the supreme [truth]. One cannot explain causality 
or fruits or retributions from within the supreme [truth]. Why? 
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Because this supreme [truth] truly has no marks, has no dis­
crimination, and cannot be verbalized. 

rr. 25, 686a4-6] 

The Ta chih tu lun commentary gives a number of variations on this 
theme: 

The two minds [of aspiration to enlightenment and conversion] 
are explained not with the worldly truth which is like an illusion 
or dream, but only with the supreme truth. 

[T. 25, 444c17-18] 

This passage corresponds to the meaning of sa1f'vrtisatya as delusion 
which hides the real truth. 

The sage knows that names and words refer to worldly truth 
and the true aspects [of reality] refer to the supreme truth. That 
which is explained [with words is done] in accordance with [the 
capacity of] ordinary people. There is no [duality of] this or that 
and no tension in the supreme truth. It is the same for all kinds 
of wisdom. 

rr. 25, 452a4-6] 

The Buddha has compassion for sentient beings and there­
fore he declares "emptiness" and all the aspects [of reality] from 
the viewpoint of the worldly truth, not from the viewpoint of 
the supreme truth. It would be difficult [for sentient beings to 
understand] if he preached from the viewpoint of the supreme 
[truth], but if he explains from the viewpoint of the worldly 
truth, it would not be difficult. 

rr. 25, 54&6-8] 

These two passages correspond to the meaning of sa7{tU!tisatya as the 
realm of language and social convention. 

Finally, all of these passages in part 3 emphasize the differences be­
tween the two truths, but, as before, the Ta chih tu lun also points out 
that ultimately the two truths are identical. In a passage reminiscent 
of Mii.la1TlLUlhyamakakiJ:rikil 24:8-10 it affirms the validity of sa1f'vrtisatya 
as pratuyasamutp4da and the mutual dependence of the two truths: 

If there are no names and words, causes and conditions, or 
coming together [of aggregates], then all mundane things, lan­
guage, and phenomena perish. If there is no worldly truth, then 
neither is there a supreme truth. If there is no "two truths," 
then all reality [sarvadharma] is an illusion.20 

[T. 25, 365a6-8] 
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Finally there is the passage from the Pailcavi'IfIJati-siihasrikil-prajiUlpara­
miUl SatTa which is quoted often by Chih-i to scripturally support his 
contention that the two truths are not different and ultimately one: 

"All dharmas lack the characteristic of substantial Being. Why 
then do Bodhisattva-mahasattvas make the distinctions that these 
dharmas are both existent and non-existent?" 

The Buddha said, "The Bodhisattva-mahasattvas utilize the 
worldly truth to signify to sentient beings that [dharmas are] both 
existent and non-existent, and do not utilize the supreme 
[truth]." 

"Bhagavan, are the worldly and supreme truths different?" 
"Subhuti, the worldly truth and the supreme truth are not different. 

Why' Because the thusness of the worldly truth is identical to the thus­
ness of the supreme truth. Because sentient beings do not know nor 
see this thusness, Bodhisattva-mahasattvas utilize the worldly 
truth to signify [that dharmas are] both existent and non-exis­
tent." 

[T. 25, 653b6-12, emphasis added]. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Ta chih tu lun utilizes all three meanings of sa1!tvrtisatya (as illusion, 
as identical with pratityasamutpada, and as language or skillful means) 
in its interpretation of the meaning of "the worldly truth." It offers 
some positive though technical and abstruse statements concerning 
the content of the supreme truth. It points out the differences be­
tween the two truths, but is careful to affirm that they are mutually 
dependent and ultimately one. Its teachings can thus be considered 
"orthodox" Madhyamikan philosophy with a more positive slant than 
the Mulamadhyamakakilrikil, and its positive approach had a great in­
fluence on the development of Mlidhyamikan philosophy in China. 

Seng-chao and the Two Truths21 

Seng-chao (374?-414)22 was one of Kumarajlva's most eminent dis­
ciples. His biography in the Kao seng chuan (T. 50, No. 2059, 365a-
366b)'lS says that he came from a poor family yet was familiar with the 
Chinese classics, with a special interest in the mystic philosophers such 
as Lao-tzu and Chuang-tzu. He converted to Buddhism and became 
a monk upon reading the Vimalakirtinirdefa Sutra. When Kumarajlva 
arrived in the Liang capital, Seng-chao joined him and became his 
close disciple, helping with the editing and translation of texts. His 
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composition on the theme that "prajifil is not knowledge" lUll~~~[],jHTi 
was well received and praised highly by KumarajIva. He later com­
posed essays on runyatil /f\~~~HTi I on time ~m/f\J!I~HTi I on the un­
nameability of niroa1J.Q, i¥~~ t ~HTi , a commentary on the Vimalakirti­
nirdeia S1ltra, various introductions to Buddhist texts, and Kumlirajiva's 
obituary. 

The major work of Seng-chao which deals with the topic of the two 
truths is his essay on iilnyata /f\"~~HTi ,24 a short exposition which takes 
up little more than one T. page (T. 45, 152a-153a). It discusses the 
meaning of iilnyata utilizing the concept of the two truths. After a 
short introduction Seng-chao refers to previous interpretations of 
runyata which he divides into three schools, or trends.25 

The first trend is to explain runyatil as "mental negation" -C.\~ : 
iilnyata refers to the "emptiness" of the mind when it does not con­
ceptualize or reflect about things, but does not mean that things them­
selves do not exist. Seng-chao criticises this position by pointing out 
that, though it is correct concerning the importance of a calm mind, 
it is incorrect in failing to perceive the emptiness, or lack of Being, of 
phenomenal things. 

The second trend is to explain iilnyatil as "identical with form" trw 
@ . Form, or phenomenal matter, is empty because it is not form "in 
itself." Seng-chao points out that this is correct insofar as form is not 
independently existent but depends on other things for its "existence." 
He then criticises this position for not going one step further to point 
out that "form is no form," and that "emptiness" has no independent 
existence either. 

The third trend is to explain ianyatil as "original non-Being" *~ . 
All things derive their existence from an original state of nothingness. 
This view was compatible with traditional Thoist ideas of the primor­
dial nothingness out of which the world emerged, but Seng-chao points 
out that when the Buddhist Sotras speak of things not existing, it is 
meant that they do not have ultimate existence and lack substantial 
Being. The Buddhist texts are not nihilistically denying all existence 
nor affirming the idea ofa primordial nothingness. Seng-chao's presen­
tation of these three interpretations of iilnyatil is so terse and am­
biguous that it is difficult to know for sure the content of these theories 
and how Seng-chao meant to criticize them. 

At this point Seng-chao begins to explain his interpretation ofianyata 
and it is here that the two truths play an important role. He argues 
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that calling something a "thing" does not necessarily lead one to know 
what that "thing" really is. In other words, language does not ade­
quately describe reality. The "real truth" 1Jt~* is beyond "verbal teach­
ing" tt5c. Although it cannot really be verbalized, Seng-chao "cannot 
remain silent" and attempts to discuss it. 

The content ofthe "supreme real truth" W;~~~* is illustrated with 
two quotations, one from the Ta chih tu lun and the second from the 
Malamadhyamakakiirika, "All dharmas are neither with nor without 
marks" fff§~f§ ,26 and "All dharmas neither exist (as substantial Being 
:fir ) nor inexist (as nothingness ~ )."27 However, the statement "nei­
ther existence nor non-existence" does not mean that one denies all 
phenomena and suppresses all senses in order to realize the real truth. 
The conventional ftS (sarp:urtisatya) and the real rltlparamiirthasatya) are 
one. 

This proposition is explained in stanzas which are considered by 
some to contain the essence ofSeng-chao's teaching.28 Robinson trans­
lates these stanzas as follows: 

That though existent they inexist is what "non-existent" means. 
That though inexistent they exist is what "not inexistent" 
means.29 

[T. 45, 152b5-6] 

This position is needlessly obscured by the fact the Chinese terms 
yu ff and wu ~ are used with two different meanings depending on 
whether they are affirmed or denied. Thus yu in the sense of substan­
tial Being and wu in the sense of a nihilistic nothingness is denied, 
but yu in the sense of conventional existence and wu in the sense of 
a lack of substantial Being is affirmed. Therefore "non-existence" ~Fff 
is affirmed in the sense that though phenomena have conventional 
existence, they have no substantive Being. "Not inexistent" ~F.~ is af­
firmed in the sense that though phenomena have no substantive Being, 
they are not complete nothingness. 

This vague and imprecise use of yu and wu, and the habit of dis­
cussing the two truths in this context, was a bad habit which afflicted 
the Chinese discussion of this issue for centuries. Seng-chao does not 
explicitly identify Sa7!1:urtisatya with yu and paramiirthasatya with wu, but 
sometimes comes close.30 Rather, after quoting the famous phrase from 
the PaiicaviT[IJati-sahasrikii-prajMparamita Satra that there is no differ­
ence between the supreme truth and the conventional truth (T. 8, 
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378c),!!) Seng-chao explains that the supreme truth means non-Being 
~~1f and the conventional truth means not non-existent ~~~ , "non­
Being" and "not non-existent" ultimately having the same meaning 
(T. 45, 152b17). 

The argument is taken one step further by pointing out that one 
cannot accept the position that things are non-existent nothingness, 
because this is the extreme view of annihilationism (ucchedad~#) and 
one cannot accept the position that things have substantial Being, be­
cause this is the extreme view of eternalism (nityad~ti) (T. 45, 152b26-
28). Since things are not complete nothingness, annihilationism is 
wrong. Since things do not have substantial Being, eternalism is wrong. 
Thus the content of the real truth can be spoken of, at least nega­
tively, as "neither Being nor non-existence" ~~1f~~~ . 

In his treatise on niro(1)a l5!~~~ ~ Seng-chao points out clearly 
that the ultimate truth is beyond the duality of Being and non-exis­
tence. He writes, 

What is the "real truth" ~r.u rparamarthasatya]? It is the way 
of nirvo,1J4. What is the "mundane truth" mr.u [sa1!'vrtisatya]? It 
is the dharma of existence and non-Being 1f_r.u . 

[T. 45, 159a26-27] 

Thus the dichotomy of existence and non-Being belongs to the 
realm of the conventional, illusory world and is not admitted under 
the rubric of the supreme truth. 

Finally, back in his essay on fanyatil, Seng-chao approvingly quotes 
the Vimalakfrtinirde!a satra where it says that "dharmas are neither 
Being nor nothingness, all dharmas arise through causes and condi­
tions" (T. 14, 332c). Phenomena have no substantial Being because 
they consist of a complex of causes and conditions. It is also not com­
plete nothingness because as a complex of causes and conditions it 
has conventional existence. 

In conclusion, we can make the following observations concerning 
Seng-chao's understanding of the two truths. First, the real truth 
(paramlJ.rthasatya) is beyond common language and cannot be adequate­
ly verbalized. Second, the content of the real truth can nevertheless 
be described negatively as neither substantial Being nor complete noth­
ingness because all dharmas are a complex of causes and conditions 
(pratuyasamutplida). Finally, Seng-chao can be credited with pointing 
out the ultimate unity of the two truths and for clarifying the differ-
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ence between traditional Chinese interpretations of wu ~ as primor­
dial nothingness and the interpretation of Janyatll in the traditional 
Buddhist prajiUl tradition. 

On the other hand, though Seng-chao may not have been the first 
to do so, he left an unfortunate legacy of discussing the two truths in 
terms of yu (meaning substantive Being when it was denied, and con­
ventional existence when it was affirmed) and wu (meaning non-Being 
when it was affirmed, and non-existence when it was denied), a prac­
tice common in his time among exponents of Lao-tzu and Chuang­
tzU.52 He clearly did not mean to identify the conventional truth with 
yu and the supreme truth with wu, since he explicitly defined the 
supreme truth as beyond this duality, but the habit of discussing the 
issue in terms of yu and wu dominated the subsequent controversy in 
China concerning the meaning of the two truths. This led to Chih-i's 
solution of the problem with his threefold truth concept wherein the 
misleading dichotomy of yu and wu was resolved utilizing the concepts 
of emptiness and conventional designation instead of yu and wu, and 
the "third" truth of the Middle. 



Chapter 3 

Early Chinese Apocryphal Siitras 

THE THREE-TRUTHS PATTERN IN 
THEJEN WANG CHING AND YING LO CHING 

Introductory Remarks 

Let us pause from our chronological treatment of the two truths 
debate in China to examine the canonical Buddhist texts that 

served as the scriptural authority for Chih-i's threefold truth formula­
tion. Actually this is not a chronological pause for, as we shall see, the 
two texts that Chih-i quotes for scriptural support are apocryphal texts 
composed in China around the end of the 5th century, between the 
time ofSeng-chao and the two truths debate in the Liang Period (502-
557).1 

The two Sfitras which Chih-i quotes as scriptural support for his 
threefold truth formulation are the len wang ching eJ:f!. 2 and the 
Ying to ching :I~3§f!. ,5 both of which are generally recognized by scholars 
today as Chinese apocryphal texts. For example, in the Fa hua hsUan 
i Chih-i writes: 

Many of the Sutras contain in detail the meaning (of the threefold 
truth), but the terms appear in the fing 10 ching and the Jin 
wang ching: the truth of existence 1f~jff , the truth of non-Being 
~~* ,and the supreme truth of the Middle Path 9=t~~-.~*. 

[f. 33, 704c17-18] 

The same statement is made in the Ssu chiao i (T. 46, 727c2-4) and 
in Chih-i's commentary on the Vimalaktrti-nirde5a Sutra (T. 38, 534c19-
20). We shall examine these two apocryphal texts more closely in this 
chapter. 

Nakamura Hajime, in an article on the Mulamadhya11U1luJJulrika chap­
ter 24, verse 18, points out that this verse was never interpreted in a 
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threefold manner in Indian Buddhism, implying that this was a Chi­
nese innovation.of Sato Tetsuei, however, discusses the discovery of 
some passages in Indian texts (as translated in the Chinese canon) 
which contain a "three truths" pattern.5 Besides the passages in the 
lin wang ching and the Ying 10 ching which will be discussed later, Sato 
mentions two references in the Outline of the Four Agamas6 and the 
Bodhisattva-bhumi t!riii!mt#*~ ( T. 30, No. 1581). 

The Outline of the Four Agamas is a short treatise attributed to Vasu­
bhadra ~;fU~/lt which summarizes the teachings of the four Agamas 
in three parts. In fact the structure of the entire text consists of a clas­
sification of everything in a threefold manner. The text is divided into 
three parts, each of which has three sections with three sub-sections, 
each with three categories. For example, part 2 discusses three "evil" 
dharmas: suffering, passions, and ignorance. The third section on ig­
norance discusses three undesirable states of knowledge: lack ofknowl­
edge, false knowledge, and delusion. The third subsection on delusion 
discusses three types of delusion: delusion concerning the three 
treasures of the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha; delusion concerning 
the three truths; and delusion concerning samiidhi. It is not surpris­
ing that both of the Chinese translations of this text, the San fa tu lun 
and the Ssu e han mu ch'ao chith, contain a threefold truth classification 
scheme. 

The Ssu e han mu ch'ao chith (or "Summary analysis of the four 
Agamas") contains only a short reference to three truths: 

Question: What is "truth." Answer: "Truth" includes that of 
mundane plurality f:e:tl [sa7!lvrtisatya?], that which has marks f§ 
[~atJa, nimitta?], and that of supreme meaning ~-~ lParam­
arthasatya?]. A SOtra says "the truth of mundane plurality, the 
truth of marks, and the truth of supreme meaning." 

[T. 25, lOe8-9] 

The striking point in this passage, which is missing from the other 
Chinese translation, is the reference to a Satra passage which lists 
three truths. It does not say which Satra it is quoting, and I could not 
locate any similar quotation in the Chinese translations of the Agamas.7 

Nevertheless it is an example of a threefold truth formulation in a 
non-Mahayana text. 

The San fa tu lun (Treatise on liberation in three parts) contains a 
longer translation of this passage with more detailed commentary: 
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What is that which is called "truth"? Answer: there are three 
types of "truth": the truth of plurality ~,the truth ofmarksf§, 
and the truth of supreme meaning ~-•. "Truth" means that 
which is actually existent 'tf1f , real ~ , not nothingness :f-Ifi , 
and Thusness till ; therefore it is called "truth." 

rr. 25, 24c15-18] 

These three truths are each explained in three parts. The truth of 
plurality ~g-m is explained as the realm of the mundane 1J1~ , the 
family M€ , and education *. This corresponds to the conventional 
world of everyday existence and the acceptance of the commonsensi­
cal view of reality. Second, the truth of marks fl::! consists of three parts 
of the Four Noble lfuths: suffering, the cause of suffering, and the 
Path. This is called the "truth of marks" because it refers to contemplat­
ing the marks or characteristics of reality, the transiency of samsaric 
existence, and realizing the truths of suffering, the cause of suffering, 
and the way to liberation. The fourth Noble lfuth, that ofthe extinc­
tion of suffering, is explained as having no marks ~fl::! (animilta?), and 
therefore does not correspond to the realm of marks. 

The third truth of supreme meaning also has three parts: it con­
sists of the complete cessation of action, words, and thoughts 1'F*~ 
~jtl1: . "Action" corresponds to physical activity, "words" to verbal 
activity, and "thoughts" to mental activity. Thus the cessation of all 
activity is the realm of supreme truth. 

The structure of the above scheme is shown in Chart 3. One can 
see that saTfI:Vrtisatya corresponds to the "truth of plurality" and para­
milrthasatya corresponds to the "truth of supreme meaning," and that 
the second "truth of marks" acts as a bridge between the two. The 
"truth of marks" thus refers to the realm of one who has recognized 
the truth of the Buddha's teachings and is on the Path to liberation, 
but has not yet attained nirvil'{Za. 

The purpose of this scheme appears to be to make room for the 
Buddhist monk who has gone beyond the mundane world of social 
conventions, family, and education, yet is still in the stage of practice 
before attaining the supreme realm of nirv4'{Za. It is a classification of 
levels of consciousness, or attainment, the first level being that of the 
ordinary ignorant man with his deluded view of reality; the second 
being that of the monk (and lay believer?) who is aware of the cause 
and result of suffering in, and practices the path of liberation from, 
this samsaric existence; and finally the level of the Arhat or Buddha 
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who has extinguished all physical, verbal, and mental activity and has 
realized the cessation which is nir041J'l. 

Secondly, the Bodhisattva-bhflmi contains a list of "truths" from "one 
truth" to "ten truths" which naturally contains a classification of "three 
truths" (T. 30, 547b25 ... d5, 936c4-18). The following translation is 
based on Hsiian-tsang's Chinese: 

That which is conventionally called "truth" [satya-prajnapti­
vyavasthii1&41f&] has innumerable varieties. At times one truth is 
established: reality [as perceived by one who has] no delusions. 
There is only one truth because there is no second. At times two 
truths are established: worldly truth and the truth of supreme 
meaning. At times three truths are established: the truth of marks 
f§~ [~a~atya], the truth of words ~!~ [vwatya], and the 
truth of activity ffl~ [kriyasatya]. At times four truths are estab­
lished: the truth of ignorance, the truth of the cause [of ig­
norance], the truth of the extinction [of ignorance], and the 
truth of the Path. At times five truths are established ... 8 

rr. 30, 547b25 ... d5] 

The meaning of the three truths mentioned here is not explained. It 
appears to be no more than a way to fill in the necessary category be­
tween two and four truths in order to have a well rounded list of one 
to ten truths, with no particularly profound philosophical implica­
tions.9 However, it is clear that the terms and meaning are different 
from that of Chih-i's threefold truth. 

The above two passages had no apparent influence on the Chinese 
debate concerning the two truths, nor on Chih-i's development of his 
threefold truth concept. Nevertheless they are of academic interest in­
sofar as they show that a threefold truth classification is not entirely 
absent from the Indian scene. The other Satras which contain referen­
ces to a threefold truth structure, the Jen wang ching and Ying to ching, 
were influential in China. It is interesting to note, however, that both 
of these Satras are recognized by scholars today as apocryphal texts 
composed in China. Before we take a closer look at these two texts 
some comments on the phenomenon and importance of apocryphal 
texts in China is appropriate. 

Apocryphal Buddhist Texts In China 

The topic of Chinese apocryphal texts has received much attention 
from Japanese Buddhologists in recent years, and for good reason. 10 
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A list of Buddhist texts believed or suspected to be apocryphal Chi­
nese compositions contains some of the most important and influen­
tial Siitras and treatises in Sino-Japanese Buddhism. This list would 
include such important texts as the Fan wang ching (T. 24, No. 1484, 
997-1009, sometimes referred to as the Mahayana Brahmajala Satra), 
the Meditation Satra of the Pure Land tradition (T. 12, No. 365, 340-
346), the Awakening of Faith (T. 32, No. 1666-1667, 575-590),11 the 
Satra of Immt!asurable Meanings (T. 9, No. 276, 383-389), and many 
more. 12 These texts were influential not only on the level of popular 
Buddhism, but also made quite an impact at the level of scholarly B ud­
dhism. I have chosen the word "apocryphal" rather than "forgery," 
"pseudepigrapha," or "spurious works," because I wish to avoid the 
negative connotations associated with these terms. These texts are 
forgeries in the sense of not being the actual words of the historical 
Buddha, to be sure, but not forgeries in the sense of the content being 
false or of teaching a "counterfeit dharma." After all, as the Ta chih tu 
tun says: 

The Buddha-dharma is not limited to the words spoken by the 
Buddha; all true and good words I)i;.~~f;, subtle and pleasant 
words in the world are part of the Buddha-dharma. 

[T. 25, 66b2-3] 

One suspects that there is a tendency, when it is discovered that a 
certain text is not a translation from the Sanskrit but actually a Chi­
nese composition, to consider the text less "authoritative" or impor­
tant. However, given the idea that there are few, if any, texts which 
contain the actual words of the historical Buddha Sakyamuni, and 
given the proposition that Chinese Buddhists were as capable as their 
Indian counterparts of understanding and expressing in their own 
way the essence and implica~ions ofthe Buddha-dharma, we must con­
clude that the geographical origin of a text is not sufficient ground 
for judging its value in communicating Buddhist teachings. 

A brief glance at the list of apocryphal Siitras reveal the value of 
these texts in the development of Sino-Japanese Buddhism. One can 
go so far to say that these apocryphal texts, written in response to the 
Chinese mind and situation, played a pivotal role in the assimilation 
of Buddhism into Chinese society. In any case, it is clear that these 
works must be judged on their own contextual merit in communi­
cating the Buddha-dharma, and not on the basis of geographical origin. 
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A study of Chinese apocryphal texts necessarily involves the use of 
the classical Chinese catalogues of Buddhist texts. A complete collec­
tion of the extant Chinese catalogues is contained in Volume 55 of 
the TaishO shinsha daiwkyo.IS The most important of these catalogues 
for our purpose are as follows. 

Ch'u san tsang chi chi (T. 55, No. 2145, 1-114): This is the earliest 
extant catalogue and was compiled by Seng-yu ftliiti around A.D. 515. 
It is very valuable in that it contains an earlier catalogue compiled by 
Tho-an in A.D. 374.14 Tho-an's catalogue contains a list of twenty-six 
texts which he labelled as of "doubtful" authenticity ~*J! , one hun­
dred and forty-three works by anonymous translators !k~' , and one 
hundred and seventy-five rare or unusual works ~*~. Seng-yu added 
a list of twenty-four texts which he considered apocryphal, and thir­
ty texts which were considered apocryphal by other monks, to Tho­
an's list of apocryphal texts. Seng-yu's catalogue is considered to be 
highly reliable and is an important source in discussing apocryphal 
texts. 

Sui Chung ching mu lu (T. 55, No. 2146, 115-149): This catalogue 
was compiled hastily by imperial order in 589. It is the most complete 
for its time but was based on secondary sources rather than an actual 
examination of the texts. Its main interest for us here is that it in­
cludes in its category of apocryphal texts many important and influen­
tial texts which were long assumed to be authentic translations and 
used as such throughout the history of Chinese Buddhism. The fen 
wang ching, which we will discuss below, is one of these texts. 

Li tai san pao chi (T. 49, No. 2034, 22-128): This unreliable catalogue 
was compiled by Fei Ch'ang-fang four years after the Sui Chung ching 
mu lu in an attempt to establish the antiquity and superiority of Bud­
dhism viz-~-viz Taoism. Fei Ch'ang-fang's hostility towards Taoism and 
his desire to prove the superiority of Buddhism led to many unreli­
able entries. As Okabe points out, "In order to exaggerate the antiq­
uity of Buddhism and its sources he arbitrarily assigned translators 
and dates to most of the texts which had previously been considered 
unknown. Hl5 Much to the detriment of accurate scholarship, this 
catalogue was considered authoritative by most later catalogues and 
its mistakes were handed down for generations up to modern times, 
and its influence is reflected even in the TaishO shinsha daiwkyo. 

The Chung ching mu lu of 602 (T. 55, No. 2147, 150-179): compiled 
by Imperial order in A.D. 602. Its major contribution is that it expands 



44 FOUNDATIONS OF T'IEN·T'AI PHIWSOPHY 

on the Sui Chung ching mu lu so that one can check on which texts are 
still extant at that time, and it avoids the mistakes of the Li tai san pao 
chi. 

The Ta fang nei tien lu (T. 55, No. 2149, 219-342): compiled by Tao· 
hsuan ~'§ in A.D. 664. This is a combination of the chronological 
entries of the Li tai san pao chi and a section on extant works which 
follows the Chung ching mu lu of 602. This led to much confusion and 
not a few contradictions. Its value lies mainly in the newly recorded 
information and the fact that it lists the number of pages of a text. 

The K'ai yaan shih chiao lu (T. 55, No. 2154,477-699): This extreme­
ly comprehensive and relatively reliable catalogue was compiled by 
Chih-sheng ~ft. in 730. Okabe calls it "nearly perfect in terms ofform 
and structure .... Further, the contradictions and confusion stemming 
from the Li tai san pao chi were to a considerable degree corrected."16 
However, there are still problems in the accuracy of some of the entries, 
since as a private compilation it could not excessively contradict the 
imperially ordered catalogues. It lists as true SOtras, for no apparent 
reason, many works listed in the Sui Chung ching mu lu as doubtful 
works and also some obviously spurious, Thoist folk-magic type texts. 
All of the major later catalogues were editions or expansions of this 
catalogue, and thus its influence was immense. Later printed editions 
of the canon followed the listings in this catalogue, and so works listed 
here as apocryphal were left out of the canon and eventually disap­
peared. 

It is important to point out here that the number or works listed in 
the K'ai yaan shih chiao lu as apocryphal texts adds up to three hun­
dred and ninety-two texts in one thousand and fifty-five fascicles, not 
including thirteen works mentioned as "in need of re-examination." 
If one goes back to the beginning to Tho-an's catalogue and adds up 
all of the different works listed as apocryphal, one discovers the star­
tling figure of one thousand and seventy-six texts in five thousand 
and forty-eight fascicles. This measures up to a third of the number 
of works in the official Chinese Buddhist canon and a fifth ofthe num­
ber offascicles. Even if this does include many texts of which we know 
only the title, there were probably in addition many apocryphal texts 
of which we have no record. This large number is testimony to the 
prevalence of and incalculable influence of apocryphal Buddhist texts 
in China. 

I have wandered from my main topic to discuss this subject not only 
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because of the importance of apocryphal texts for Chinese Buddhism 
in general and Chih-i's philosophy in particular, but also because I 
wanted to avoid the impression that apocryphal texts are to be viewed 
negatively. Chih-i himself does not reveal an awareness of the fact that 
many of the texts he quoted for scriptural support were apocryphal 
Chinese compositions, but it is important for us to know this fact to 
understand the development of the debate concerning the two truths 
in China. Let us now examine the len wang ching and Ying lo ching 
more closely, both as examples of Chinese Buddhist apocryphal texts, 
and for their role in the development of Chih-i's threefold truth con­
cept. 

Thelen Wang Ching 

The len wang ching, or PrajiiApdramitll SUtra of 1M Ben£VOient Kings, is 
considered by the Tien-tai tradition to be one of three great Sotras, 
along with the Lotus SUtra and the Suvan,lajJrabhasa Sutra, efficacious 
for national protection from various disasters. In the SOtra the Bud­
dha carries on a dialogue with King Prasenajit, who speaks on behalf 
of fifteen more kings who are also present. The purpose of the SOtra 
is to answer the kings' question as to how they can protect their coun­
tries from decadence and ruin. Mter expounding on emptiness, the 
Bodhisattva Path, and the two truths (which are given a threefold 
structure), the Buddha advises the kings to protect their countries 
from riots, calamities, robbers, and so forth by keeping and reading 
this len wang ching, and by sponsoring various Buddhist ceremonies 
based on this SOtra. If such activity is undertaken, Bodhisattvas will 
come from all directions to protect the country with their supranor­
mal powers. Given the content of this SOtra it is not surprising that 
state sponsored ceremonies based on thelen wang ching were very pop­
ular in certain periods of Chinese and Japanese history. I? 

This S'iltra of the Ben£VOient Kings is extant in two versions: The len 
wang po jo P'o lo mi ching (T. 8, No. 245, 825-834) translation attributed 
to KumarajIva, and the len wang hu koo po jo P'o lo mi to ching (T. 8, 
No. 246, 834-845) translation attributed to Amoghavajra :-f'~ (704-
774). All of the Chinese catalogues after and including the often in­
accurate Li tai san pao chi list three translations of this text, the one 
by KumarajIva plus translations by Dharmarak~a ~i!~ (?265-313) 
and Paramartha .x~ (499-569), but there is no evidence that these 
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last two translations ever existed. The more reliable Sui Chung ching 
mu lu lists a Jen wang ching as an apocryphal text with the following 
comments: 

The lin wang ching, two fascicles. Another catalogue lists this 
Sutra as translated by Dharmara~, but the preface to the Sutra 
says "the words of the Buddha compiled by Kumarajiva." I 
propose that, given the teachings and wording of this Sutra, it 
is an imitation of and not a translation by either of these two 
savants. Therefore I have classified it as apocryphal. 

rr. 55, 126b8-9] 

In addition, the even earlier Ch'u san tsang chi chi lists the Jen wang 
ching under the category of "anonymous translations," and in his in­
troduction to the Paiicavi1flJati-sahasrikil-prajMpiiramitD. Satra the Em­
peror Wu of the Liang ~~* (502-550) dismisses the Jen wang ching 
saying that "it is already widely recognized as an apocryphal SOtta, so 
I will set it aside and not discuss it" (f. 55, 54bl9-20). Some scholarsl8 

argue that the Jen wang ching is an authentic translation because 
Amogavajra's translation claims to have made reference to a Sanskrit 
text to correct the old translations, but this is a claim easily made and 
yet to be proven. Sata points out that this text is not included in Hsuan­
tsang's translation of the complete corpus of PrajMpiiramita texts (f. 
Volumes 5-7) nor is there any TIbetan version. Finally there is K'uei­
chi's Q~ (632-682) remark that, according to Hsuan-tsang himself, 
"In his travels to the west, he had never heard of the existence of this 
(fen wang) Sntra." (f. 43, 129clO). 

Sato gives additional reasons for believing that the Jen wang ching is 
a Chinese apocryphal text. (The "Jen wang ching" henceforth refers to 
the translation attributed to Kumarajlva.) They can be summarized as 
follows: 

The introduction to the Jen wang ching gives a list of four PrajiUl­
paramita texts which the Buddha is said to have preached in a twen­
ty-nine year period (f. 8, 20-23). Two ofthe PrajMpiiramita texts listed 
as separate texts are actually two different Chinese translations of the 
same Paiicavi1flJati-sahasrilril-prajMpiiramita Satra, one by Kumarajlva 
(f. 8, No. 223, tr. 403-404) and the second by Dharmarak~a (f. 8, No. 
222, tr. 268). It is unlikely, to say the least, that a Sanskrit text would 
commit this error. 

TheJen wang ching contains some verses (f. 8, 830b5-15) which are 
practically identical to those found in earlier translations of Jataka 
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tales as found in the Hsien yu ching W }~'*,! (T. 4, 426b-c, tr. A.D. 445) 
and $04p4ramitll sarpgraha Satra ~Jt~*i (T. 3, 22c-23a, tr. A.D. 261). 
SatO concludes that the author of the len wang ching made reference 
to these two Chinese translations in compiling this text. 19 

Although the len wang ching claims to be a PrajiUipiiramitil text, its 
list of twelve emptinesses (T. 8, 826aI2-16) has more in common with 
the list of eleven emptinesses in the Mahilpariniroa1)lJ SUtra (T. 12, 
461b6-8, tr. 414-426) than with the list of eighteen emptinesses in the 
Pailcavi1{liati-sii.hasrika-prajiUip4ramita SUtra (T. 8, 219c7 -12, 250b3-7). 
It is interesting to note, however, that in contrast to the twelve empti­
nesses in the earlier len wang ching, the text attributed to Amoghavaj­
ra contains a list of eighteen emptinesses (T. 8, 835cl8-22). In Amo­
ghavajra's list the first fourteen emptinesses are the same as the first 
fourteen in the list in the Pancavi1flJati-sllhasrikli-prajiUipiiramitil SUtra, 
but the last four are identical to the last four in the list in the earlier 
lin wang ching. 

The len wang ching reveals some innovation in its presentation of 
the Bodhisattva stages, but generally it follows the structure as pre­
sented in the Avata1{lSaka SUtra (T. 9, No. 278, tr. AD. 418-420). 

The reference to "never committing the five sins nor the six major 
and twenty-eight minor offenses" (T. 8, 831bl2) is related to the list 
of offenses in the Upasaka-Jila SUtra (T. 24, 1049a; tr. A.D. 426 or 428). 

A prophesy is given in the SOtra that in the future there will be nei­
ther Buddha, Dharma, nor Sangha, nor any devout believers; that the 
rulers of the world will be haughty, setting out to destroy the Bud­
dha-dharma by persecuting the monks, nuns, and lay Buddhists, and 
by outlawing the taking of monastic vows and building of temples and 
images; and so forth (T. 833bl3fl). 

This situation is reminiscent of the persecution of Buddhism in 
northern China in AD. 446. Considering this content and the trans­
lation dates of the above Sutras which appear to have been used in 
the compilation of the len wang ching, Sato speculates that this text 
was composed with the 446 persecution in mind, and after the res­
toration of Buddhism by the new emperor Wei Ch'eng-ti in 452. The 
upper limit for the compilation of the len wang ching is 515, the date 
ofthe Ch'u san tsang chich~ which contains the first catalogue reference 
to this text. Sato thus sets the dates for the compilation ofthejen wang 
ching as between 446 and 515. He adds, however, that since the len 
wang ching influenced the composition of the Ying lo ching and the Fan 
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wang ching which also appeared around this time (see next section), 
the lin wang ching was probably compiled in China around the mid­
dle of the fifth century A.D. 

Finally, in Hurvitz's words, "the Chinese author of this spurious 
SQtra tipped his hand"20 by utilizing two Chinese terms, the "real 
truth" tlt~ and the "truth of supreme meaning" m-fU* , for the 
one Sanskrit term paramiirthasatya in explaining the content of "three 
truths." The term "three truths" .::J* is used here and there in the 
lin wang ching, but its content is discussed in two passages. 

First, in the fourth chapter on the "Two Truths," the Buddha 
responds to King Prasenajit's question concerning the relationship be­
tween the worldly truth and the supreme truth by saying, in part, that 
"all dharmas are included in three truths, the 'truth of emptiness' ~ 
~* , the 'truth of form' ts~* , and the 'truth of mind' 'L.\~ '." (T. 8, 
829b28-29) The content of these three truths is not clear, but it is sig­
nificant that this three truths formulation appears in the chapter 
devoted to a discussion of the two truths. It provides a bridge between 
the two truths of the MulamadhyamoltakiiriJrii. 24: 8 and 9, and the final 
threefold truth based by Chih-i on MulaTTUUlhyamakakariJrii. 24: 18.21 

Second, and more significant, is the vocabulary of a three truths 
formulation in a later chapter which mentions "the samildhi of the 
worldly truth -tit~* , the samildhi ofthe real truth ~~ , and the samiidhi 
ofthe truth of supreme meaning m-.~ . This three truths samildhi 
is the king of samiidhi among all samildhi" (T. 8, 833b7-8). Here is the 
first and earliest explicit use of the terms worldly -tit , real !}t , and 
supreme m-. in a threefold truth formulation. Since the Chinese 
terms "real truth" and "supreme truth" are two different translations 
for the same Sanskrit term paramiirthasatya, this is strong evidence for 
concluding that this is an apocryphal Chinese composition. 

If this text is a Chinese composition from the mid-fifth century A.D. 

as SatO concludes, then it is a valuable work which can teach us some­
thing about the Buddhism in China around that time. It shows, for 
one thing, that the Chinese were attempting to deal with the implica­
tions of the two truths concept and beginning to favor a threefold 
structure to solve the tension which they saw inherent in the two 
truths. It serves, then, as documentation for understanding the inter­
pretation of the two truths in China during the one hundred years 
between the time of Seng-chao and the Liang Period. 

What, then, is the understanding of the two truths in the lin wang 
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ching? The worldly truth is defined as the perception. in the minds of 
ordinary sentient beings, of the world as either existing 1!f (yu) or not 
existing ~ (wu), and that of worldly truths existing in the sense of 
conventional existence, deceptive appearances, or magical illusions (f. 
8, 828cl3-17). Sentient beings also are seen by Buddhas as existing 
only conventionally in the sense of a worldly truth with no substan­
tive, unchanging reality (f. 8, 826al). 

The supreme truth, on the other hand, is defined as eternal quies­
cence, the wisdom which exhaustively understands the nature of reality 
(T. 8, 827c29). It is beyond dualities: it refers neither to the world of 
transformations nor to a world which is not that of transformation. It 
refers to neither having characteristics nor to not having characteristics, 
neither to coming nor to going (T. 8, 828a23-24). 

The major discussion of the two truths is in the fourth chapter, "On 
the Two nuths," where the subject is discussed in terms of the rela­
tionship between the two truths. King Prasenajit asks the Buddha: 

"Does the worldly truth exist within the supreme truth or 
not? If you say it does not. then wisdom does not have any re­
lationship with [the world of) duality. If you say it does. then 
wisdom is not a unity. How do you deal with this problem in 
terms of unity and duality?" 

[T. 8, 829a4--6] 

The Buddha is said to have answered. surprisingly. not by emphasiz­
ing the identity of the two truths, but by emphasizing the fact the two 
truths are two, and introducing the "third truth" which transcends 
these first two truths. The three truths of emptiness. form, and mind 
are said to contain all dharmas, all reality. This terminology is stran­
gely inappropriate and not very illuminating. The author seems to 
realize this and corrects it by later introducing the terms "worldly" tit 
truth, "real" Y( truth, and truth of "supreme meaning" ~-~ . 

At the risk of oversimplification, it can be said that sar,,:urtisatya is 
thus considered in two parts, the worldly truth of duality and conven­
tional existence (yu) and the "real truth" which denies dualistic exis­
tence (wu). The third truth, that of supreme meaning, is the trans­
cendence of both the affirmation and denial of conventional dualistic 
existence. As an explication of the Madhyamikan concept of the two 
truths this can hardly be considered satisfactory, for the false duality 
between existence and non-existence is not really resolved by intro­
ducing a transcendant third truth. In China, however, it contributed 
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to the formulation of the three truths as the truth of existence 1f~m , 
the truth of non-Being mum, and the supreme truth of the middle 
path g:rJ1!~-tUm in the Ying lo ching, which we shall consider next. 

The Ying l.JJ Ching 

The P'u sa ying lo phl, yeh ching tifiiif:ll~*~*! (f. 24, No. 1485, 1010-
1023), not to be confused with, though not unrelated to, the P'u sa 
phl, yeh chinft2 tifiii*~*! or the P'u sa ying 10 ching23 tifiii:lJfM! , is 
also considered by Sate) to be a Chinese apocryphal text from the same 
period as the fen wang ching. 

The fen wang ching was put to great use in state sponsored ceremonies 
and thus is more well known, but it is the Ying lo ching (which hence­
forth refers to the T. 24, No. 1485 text) which had a greater philoso­
phical impact on the development of Chinese Buddhist thought. It 
was highly valued by Chih-i (who happened to be the first person to 
recognize and use this Sotra, another reason for believing that it was 
composed in China around the end of the 5th century) who utilized 
it as a source and authority for such important Tien-t'ai doctrines as 
the fifty-two Bodhisattva stages, threefold contemplation ~Il , the 
non-exhaustibility of the mind {.\~~ , and, of course, the threefold 
truth. If it is a Chinese apocryphal text like the fen wang ching, it is 
valuable as a source for examining the development of Buddhist 
thought in China in the fifth and sixth century. Let us then begin by 
examining the reasons for believing that the Ying 10 ching is in fact a 
Chinese apocryphal text. 

First there is the evidence of the catalogues. There is no mention 
of the Ying lo ching in the list of texts translated by Chu Fo-nien in the 
earliest Ch'usan tsangchichiofA. D. 515 (f. 55, lOa-b), butthis catalogue 
does list a "P'u sa ying lo phl, yeh ching in two fascicles: also called the 
'P'u sa ying lo ching'." in its section on miscellaneous works by anony­
mous translators (f. 55, 21c20). Thus we can be sure that a Ying lo 
ching text existed by 515, but the origin ofthis work was unknown. 

The Ying lo ching is attributed to Chu Fo-nien in the unreliable Li 
tai san pao chi, which adds this text to a list of thirteen works trans­
lated by this monk. The list also includes the fourteen fascicle P'u sa 
ying lo ching, a work legitimately attributed to Chu Fo-nien. The later 
catalogues, including the Ta fang nei tim lu (f. 55, 252al-15) and the 
K'ai yilan shih chiao lu (T. 55, 511 b 17-512a5) followed this attribution 
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and add a note referring the reader to the Li tai san pao chi. However, 
the more reliable Sui Chung ching mu lu compiled three years before 
the Li tai san pao chi also lists a "Ying to pin yeh ching" in two fascicles 
translated by Chu Fo-nien (T. 55, 115bI5). Given the similarity in tit­
les between the longer P'u sa ying to ching and the Ying lo pin yeh ching 
in two fascicles, it is not difficult to imagine that they could be con­
fused or mistakenly attributed to the same translator. However, SatO 
concludes that the evidence of the catalogues alone is not sufficient 
to determine whether or not the two fascicle Ying lo ching was trans­
lated by Chu Fo-nien. 

Sato then examines Mochizuki's argument that the Ying lo ching is 
not a translation by Chu Fo-nien because of the different Chinese 
translations ofthe words nirva1J,a and Nayuta in the longer and shorter 
Yang to ching.24 Mter examining the Chinese translations for a number 
of Sanskrit terms in nine texts translated between A.D. 376 and 413, 
Sato points out the variety of translation terms used in these texts and 
concludes that this internal evidence alone is not sufficient to prove 
that Chu Fo-nien was not the translator of the shorter Ying to ching. 

How, then, does Sate) conclude that the Ying lo ching is a Chinese 
apocryphal text? His argument is based on the content of the text, its 
handling of Sanskrit names, and its relationship with other Smras. 

First SatO discusses the list of forty-two stages or Bodhisattvas asso­
ciated with the Bodhisattva stages (T. 24, 10 12b 15ff).25 The Chinese 
translations of the first thirty stages follows the list in the AvataT{lSaka 
Satra, and the list of the ten bhilmis follows the DaSabhilmika Siltra + 
f1~! (T. 10, 497-535) translated by Kumlirajlva. The transliterations 
of the Sanskrit names, however, are highly suspicious and in many 
places do not match the Chinese translation at all, nor do they match 
the original Sanskrit as found in such texts as the DaSabhilmika Siltra. 
Salt) concludes that the apparent Sanskrit transliterations in the Ying 
to ching could not have been based on a Sanskrit original but rather 
were constructed to appear like true Sanskrit transliterations to pass 
off the text as a translation from the Sanskrit. It is obvious that these 
names were constructed by one with little or no knowledge of Sanskrit, 
not by an eminent translator such as Chu Fo-nien. In addition, some 
of the names are related to suspicious Sanskrit names from other 
apocryphal Chinese texts such as the Jin wang ching. 

Secondly, the list of the Buddhalands in the ten directions, and their 
Buddhas and bodhisattvas, included in the introductory chapter of the 
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fbi, wang ching (T. 24, 1010b2-13) corresponds almost word for word 
to verses from the P'u sa pen yeh ching (T. 10, 446cl7-447a4). In fact 
the entire introductory chapter of the Ying 10 ching is closely related 
to the introductory chapter of the P'u sa phi, yeh ching. 

Many other sections are closely related to the content of other texts. 
The list of eighteen unique qualities of the Buddha (avetJikiibuddha­
dharmo" T. 24, 1020a7-27) is from the Pancavi1flJati-sahasrikii-praji'iii­
paramita Satra (T. 8, 255c25-256a5). The explanation of the ten 
paramitlls is from the Avata1(lSaka Satra (T. 9, 56Ib2(7). The list of 
sixteen truths (T. 24, 1015aI7-20) is also from the Avata1(lSaka Satra 
(T. 9, 555c22-28) and Kumarajiva's translation of the Da!abhamika 
Satra (T. 10, 511c23-28). The passage in the Ying 10 ching that says 
"The meaning of the two truths is that of neither unity nor duality, 
neither eternity nor severance, neither coming nor going, neither aris­
ing nor perishing" (T. 24, 10 18c2-4) is from the famous opening lines 
of Nagarjuna's Malamadhyamakakarikii (T. 30, Ibll-12). The three basic 
types of Bodhisattva precepts (T. 24, 1020cl-3) are based on those 
from the Bodhisattva-bhami (T. 30, 910b10fl) and the Fan wang chin~ 
(T. 24 No. 1484). The Bodhisattva precepts as presented in the Ying 
10 ching are in many ways related to that of the Fan wang ching. 

From this Sato concludes that "the Ying 10 ching was composed after 
the fbi, wang ching and Fan wang ching (both Chinese apocryphal texts) 
and was greatly influenced by them. It must be considered a text which 
arose as an effort to defend certain doctrinal positions concerning the 
Bodhisattva stages and Bodhisattva precepts, and was composed while 
referring to various sOtras and fllstras such as the P'u sa phi, yeh ching, 
the Pancavi1flJati-sahasrikii-prajiiiiparamitil Satra, the Malamadhyamaka­
karika, Avata1(lSaka Satra, the Da!abhamika Satra, the Upiisaka-ftla Satra, 
and so forth."27 Sato concludes, based on the dates of the fbi, wang 
ching as between 452 to 515, and supposing that the fbi, wang ching 
and Fan wang ching were composed toward the beginning of this 
timespan, that the Ying 10 ching was composed near the end of the 5th 
century about twenty or thirty years after the fbi, wang ching, during 
the Southern Ch'i dynasty (479-502). 

Let us assume that the Ying 10 ching is an apocryphal Chinese Satra 
from the end of the fifth century and examine its three truths for­
mulation on that basis. The Ying 10 ching does not contain a lengthy 
discussion of the two truths, nor does it explain in detail the content 
of what it means by "three truths." Rather, it introduces the three 
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truths pattern in two passages: 
First, a passage in the sixth chapter merely gives a list of the three 

truths of existence, non-Being, and the supreme truth of the Middle 
Path. (T. 24, 10 19b22-23). 

Second, in the fourth chapter of the Ying 10 ching the Buddha is 
asked whether the two truths in general, or the supreme truth in par­
ticular, can be characterized as a unity or duality, as existing or not 
existing. The Buddha answers, "The truth of existence (yu), the truth 
of non-Being (wu), and the supreme truth of the Middle Path is the 
wisdom-mother of all Buddhas and bodhisattvas" (T. 24, l018bl9-22). 
The text continues with an ambiguous discussion on the two truths 
in eight pairs of opposites alternately contrasting "non-emptiness" l' 
~ and "non-Being" 1'1'1 , and "not One" 1'- and "non-dual" 1'= . 

The first pair of contrasts claims that the worldly truth refers to 
Being, which is not empty, and that the truth of non-Being refers to 
emptiness which is non-Being (T. 24, l018b24-25). This passage in it­
self would cast doubt on this text as a translation from the Sanskrit. 
The philosophy of the Malamadhya7rlllkakliriktl, at least, would never 
admit the validity of a worldly truth which is defined as substantial 
Being and non-emptiness. Sa1ftvrtisatya is the mistaken perception of 
the world as existing substantially, not the actual existence of substan­
tial Being itself. As the Mala'T/'UJ.dhya7rlllkakliriktl emphasizes, there is 
nothing which is non-empty: "Were there some thing not empty 
(oJanya) there might be some thing empty; since there is nothing that 
is not empty how could there be some thing empty?"28 The text suf­
fers from the ambiguity, discussed previously, of the use of the terms 
yu and wu. The above phrase that "the worldly truth refers to Being" 
could be understood as "the worldly truth is conventional existence, 
and therefore it is not empty," or, "since the worldly truth exists con­
ventionally, it is not emptiness." However, this is not satisfactory ei­
ther, because conventional existence, as the transient interplay of 
causes and conditions, is by definition the very meaning of emptiness. 
This is made clear in the Mala'T/'UJ.dhyamoJuzkilriktl Chapter 24, especially 
verse eighteen. 

Nevertheless the text continues with the second pair and says that: 

the two truths are eternally like this [two separate truths] and 
thus not One. By the enlightenment of the sage it is seen to be 
emptiness, therefore (the two truths?) are not a duality. 

[T.24, IOl8b25] 
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The first part of this statement ignores the underlying identity of the 
two truths as two ways of viewing one reality. It is not the difference 
between the two truths which is unchanging and eternal, but their ul­
timate identity. The third pair claims: 

whether there is or is not a Buddha [in the world], the dJiaT­
madhiitu never changes, therefore it is not empty. The supreme 
truth is non-dual, therefore it is not Being. 

[f. 24, l018b26-27] 

Once again the first phrase is problematic. It recalls the famous 
phrase to the effect that "whether or not a Buddha appears in the 
world, the nature of reality remains the same."29 The whole point of 
this teaching is the sameness of reality due to emptiness, that whether 
there is a Buddha who explains the true state of reality or not, it is 
nevertheless constantly and eternally empty of substantial Being. If 
the author of the Ying to ching had used the term "nothingness" in­
stead of "emptiness," his point would be clear. Perhaps this stems from 
an ambiguous or confused identification of the terms "emptiness" ~ 
and wu ~. 

Similar points can be made concerning the remaining five pairs: 
Fourth, whether there is or is not a Buddha, the dharmadhiitu has two 
characteristics (that of the two truths?), therefore it is not One. Since 
all dharmas are eternally pure, therefore they are non-dual. Fifth, all 
Buddhas return (to this samsaric world) for the sake of sentient beings, 
therefore it is not empty. There is no substantial "non-existence" ~ 
~ , therefore it is not Being. Sixth, emptiness is real, therefore it is 
not One. Innate reality does not arise, therefore it is non-dual. Seventh, 
since the aspects of conventional reality are not destroyed, therefore 
they are not empty. Since all dharmas do not have substantial Being 
as "all dharmas," therefore they are not Being. Eighth, since dharma 
does not have substantial Being as "Dharma," therefore it is not dual. 
Since it is not "non-dharma" (without conventional meaning), there­
fore it is not One (T. 24, l018b27-<2). 

The meaning of this passage is not clear and its interpretation of 
emptiness is suspect. In short, there is an ambiguous use of the term 
yu as both substantial Being and conventional existence, and empti­
ness is confused with nihilistic non-existence. The passage concludes 
with the eightfold negation from the beginning of the Mulamadhyamaka­
kii:rika: 
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The meaning of the two truths is that of neither unity nor 
duality, neither eternity nor severance, neither coming nor 
going, neither arising nor perishing. However, due to the two 
characteristics [of the two truths], the sage and wisdom are non­
dual. Because of this non-duality, [the three truths] are the wis­
dom-mother of all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. 

rr. 24, 1018c2-5] 
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I find this explanation very vague and unsatisfactory, which may be 
why all the Japanese sources on this text refer only to its unique for­
mulation of the three truths and ignore the later expansion on the 
lWO truths issue. Chih-i also, in his commentary on the Vimalakfrti­
nirdlJa SatTa, refers only to the names of the three truths from the 
ring lo ching and then provides his own explanation (T. 38, 534c17fl). 
Perhaps we would be wiser to do the same. 

In any case, the Ying lo ching formulation of the three truths replaces 
the JIn wang ching terms of the "real truth" with the "truth of non­
Being," the "mundane truth" with the "truth of existence," and the 
"supreme truth" with the "supreme truth of the Middle Path." (see 
right side of Chart I) This formulation of the Ying lo ching inherits the 
Chinese tendency, from the time of Seng-chao and before, to discuss 
this issue in terms of Being or existence (yu) and non-Being or non­
existence (wu). It is a step in the right direction, however, in the sense 
that it attempts to solve the tension and contradiction essential to this 
duality by introducing the Middle Path as the supreme truth which 
unites this duality. 

The Ying lo ching, however, does not provide any explanation as to 
how this Middle Path solves the duality between existence and non­
existence, or Being and non-Being, nor the precise meaning or con­
tent of the supreme truth itself. It does not discuss whether these 
"truths" are referring to ontological realities with objective existence, 
or whether they are merely different ways of viewing one reality, and 
the relative worth or validity of each truth. Nevertheless this passage 
provided scriptural support for Chih-i's formulation of the threefold 
truth with the Middle Path acting as the integrator of the two truths 
of emptiness and conventional existence. In this sense Chih-i's first 
truth of emptiness, the denial of substantial Being, corresponds to the 
Ying lo ching's truth of non-Being; his second truth of conventional 
existence corresponds to the Ying lo ching's truth of existence; and 
Chih-i's truth ofthe Middle corresponds to the Ying lo ching's supreme 
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truth of the Middle Way. 
Theoretically and philosophically Chih-i's threefold truth concept 

could have grown and be internally consistent as a development of 
the Mlldhyamikan two truths concept and an extension of the verses 
in chapter twenty-four ofthe MUlamadhyamakakarika, yet the presence 
of three truth formulations in the Jin wang ching and Ying 10 ching must 
have stimulated Chih-i's thought and encouraged his development of 
a threefold truth concept. Also, as Chinese apocryphal texts from 
around the end of the fifth century, these two texts provide documen­
tation for the Chinese handling of the two truths issue between the 
time of Kum:lrajlva and the Liang period. In a small way they fill a 
gap in our examination of the two truths in early Chinese Buddhist 
history. 



Chapter 4 

The Liang Period (502-557) 

THE DEBATE OF PRINCE CHAO-MING 
AND THE TWENTY-THREE DISPUTANTS 

T he meaning of the two truths was reportedly a hotly debated 
topic in China, especially in the fifth and sixth centuries, but 

there are few documents extant to reveal the details of the controver­
sy. The biographies of eminent monks as recorded in the Kao seng 
chuan mention even earlier treatises on this subject by KumarajIva's 
direct disciples, but these texts are not extant. Tao-sheng iti~ (ca. 360-
434),1 famous for his early advocacy of the universality of Buddha­
nature, is said to have penned a Treatise on the Two Truths =~-m~~ . A 
text titled Treatise on the Two Truths of Emptiness and Existence ?E~ =~fif~iB 
is attributed to Seng-tao ffi'~ , one of the few disciples of Kumarajiva 
who specialized in the Ch'eng shih lun.2 A monk named Chih-lin ~f* 
is also said to have written a Treatise on the Two Truths =~*~~ :" 

One of the earliest extant records of a discussion concerning this 
issue is preserved in the Kuang hung ming chi Jfl51Il)J~ of Tao-hsiian 
iti'§ (596-667), a collection of two hundred and ninety six documents 
on Buddhism from the time of its introduction to China until the mid-
7th century. One of the documents, On the Meaning of the Two Truths 
(T. 52, 247b-250b) records a discussion of the two truths introduced 
and presided over by Prince Chao-ming Bgll)J:f.c-=f of the Liang dynas­
ty. The discussion itself is dated by SalO, based on the court histories 
and age of the participants, as occurring between A.D. 515-523, most 
probably in either 520 or 521.· It is the earliest of the few extant doc­
uments concerning the debate over the meaning of the two truths 
previous to the time of Chih-i. 

The document On the Meaning of the Two Truths consists of two parts: 
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an introductory essay by Prince Chao-ming on the two truths, and 
questions from twenty-two participants which are answered by Prince 
Chao-mingo Prince Chao-ming, in the words of Whalen Lai, "was by 
no means the leading authority on Buddhist philosophy at the time, 
but he was one of those gentry aristocrats famous for his layman's 
devotion to the Dharma ... 5 The court histories say that he had a deep 
faith in Buddhism and that he erected a hall on the palace grounds 
as a center for Buddhist activity. It is also said that he frequently in­
vited famous monks and participated constantly in discussions con­
cerning the Buddha-dharma (Sato 1931, 374-375). One suspects that 
he received his instruction and advice from some of the Buddhist 
monks and scholars favored by the court, many of whom perhaps par­
ticipated in the debate on the two truths. 

The twenty-two participants (besides Prince Chao-ming) included 
fourteen monks and eight laymen. Seven of the laymen were young 
court aristocrats around the age of twenty, all of close family relations 
with the Prince. There are no biographical records concerning six of 
the monks, but included in the other eight are two ofthe most famous 
and able monks of the time: Fa-yUn i*~ (467-529) and Seng-min ft 
~ (467-527).6 However, most of the monks were of the type associa­
ted closely with the court and not necessarily of the highest academ­
ic quality. 

The impression one gets of this group from its membership is that 
of a private "study group" which was blessed with the presence of a 
few eminent scholars, rather than of a public debate or an academic 
exercise representing the highest quality of scholarship. Nevertheless 
the record remains, and it appears to have been well known in Chih­
i's time, for he refers to it in both his Fa hua hsilan i (T. 33, 702b9-10) 
and Mo ho chih kuan (T. 46, 26c16-17). 

Prince Chao-ming's Essay On The Meaning Of The Two Truths 

Prince Chao-ming's introductory essay is, compared to the questions 
and answers which follow, relatively straightforward but at times not 
very clear. He begins by pointing out that "the principle of the two 
truths is indeed profound and mysterious," and that one must have a 
calm and collected mind in order to understand its vast meaning and 
implications. It is reported that the essential content of the two truths 
does not go beyond the two categories of "the objective realm" ±jl and 
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"wisdom" ~ . "At times the meaning is clarified by means of the ob­
jective realm; at times ones action is illumined by means of wisdom." 
This rather vague statement is clarified somewhat by the Prince's next 
assertion that: 

to comprehend the two truths means that one clearly under­
stands the meaning of the objective realm. If one is deluded con­
cerning this matter, one will never escape this triple world of 
[past, present, and future] existence. If one has penetrating un­
derstanding of the implications [of the two truths], one can sever 
the myriad bonds [which bind one] to this world. 

[T. 52, 247c4-6] 

This comment is reminiscent of the MUlamadhyamakakiirikii chapter 
24: 9-10: 

One who does not know the distinction between the two truths 
cannot know the true meaning of the profound Buddha-dhar­
rna .... One cannot attain the supreme truth without depend­
ing on the mundane truth, and one cannot attain niroiifJa without 
attaining the supreme truth. 

[T.30,32cl8-33a3] 

The Prince then defines the two truths, discussing them from the 
perspective of two different Chinese translations for sa1flvrtisatya and 
paramllrthasatya. This provides the opportunity for a specifically Chi­
nese exegesis based as much on the meaning of the Chinese charac­
ters as on the Sanskrit originals: 

The two truths are the real truth ",~~ and the mundane truth 
1~~* . The real truth is also called the "truth of supreme mean­
ing" ~-~~*, and the mundane truth is also called the "world­
ly truth" i!t~ . [The terms] "real truth and mundane truth" are 
names indicating their meaning. [The terms] "truth of supreme 
meaning and worldly truth" establish a focus for judging supe­
riority or deprecation. 

In other words, "real" and "mundane" describe the content of what 
is meant by the two truths, and "supreme meaning" and "worldly" are 
judgemental terms reflecting the superiority, or ultimately higher 
value, of paramllrthasatya viz-c\-viz the inferior sa'T{tvrtisatya. Actually 
"supreme meaning" is the closest and most direct translation of 
paramllrthasatya, and both "mundane" and "worldly" are acceptable for 
lo1w,sa'T{tvrti, but such are the dangers of a too literal exegesis based on 
the translation of technical terms. 
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The Prince then indulges in some strange arithmetic by saying thaI 
the real truth refers to unity (One) and the mundane truth to duality 
(Two), and that putting these together (one plus two) gives us the 
number three I It is true that Chinese numbers are ambiguous so that 
the same character - can refer to both the number one, the concept 
ofa unity, and the idea of "first." Nevertheless it is difficult to imagine 
that anyone had seriously proposed such a theory or that Chinese 
numbers are so ambiguous as to actually make such a proposal 
plausible. To his credit the Prince is quick to point out that the num­
ber of truths does not exceed two. This exercise seems meaningless 
given the Prince's later assertion that the two truths are identical in 
essence and their differentiation is due only to the different percep­
tions of ordinary and wise people. 

The Prince is on more solid ground as he continues by affirming 
that the existence of the real is not caused by the mundane truth and 
the arising of the mundane truth is not due to the real truth. They 
are not two separate "existences" which arise from or are caused one 
by the other, but names for two ways of viewing one reality. The "real" 
refers to the true meaning or content of reality as undifferentiated 
dharmas. The "mundane" refers to the world of accumulated suffer­
ing, the perception of the world as phenomena which arise. This 
produces "fleeting illusions." "Supreme meaning" is another apprecia­
tive name for reality as the realm of non-arising, that phenomena do 
not exist as substantial Being. This reality is also called "most supe­
rior," "most wonderful," and "incomprehensible." The "worldly" refers 
to the realm of distinctions, the samsaric flow of transmigration in 
which nothing abides permanently. 

The Malulpariniroli:r.ta SatTa is then quoted as scriptural support: 

That which is known by those who have transcended this 
world is called the truth of supreme meaning. That which is 
known by those of this world is called the worldly truth. 

[T. 12, 684cl7-18] 

The Prince interprets this phrase as justifying his exegesis ofthe terms 
"supreme meaning" and "worldly" as judgemental terms signifying 
superiority and deprecation. 

Next it is pointed out that to establish names for the two truths im­
plies distinctions between them and that they are not the same. In 
fact, it is said, the "true," "mundane," and "worldly" have one com-
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mon meaning, but the truth of "supreme meaning" has another, sec­
ond meaning. Here the Prince is playing with the character i ~ (artha, 
"meaning") in the term "supreme meaning." In short, the Prince claims 
that since the "meaning" of the "truth of supreme meaning" is the 
greatest, therefore only this truth contains the word "meaning." The 
"worldly" truth is mere fleeting illusion, therefore it does not contain 
the term "meaning." This assertion is challenged and weakly defended 
later in the question and answer section. 

Finally, "truth" g1iI is defined as "making a judgement concerning 
true reality" if •. The real truth is a judgement of true reality as 
real. The mundane truth is a judgement of true reality as mundane 
existence. The real truth is free from the duality of existence (yu) and 
non-existence (wu). The mundane truth refers to the duality of affirm­
ing both existence and non-existence. "Both existence and non-exis­
tence" refers to conventional nominal reality: 

"To be free from both existence and non-existence" is the Mid­
dle Path. The real [truth] is the Middle Path, therefore non-aris­
ing is its essence. The mundane [truth] refers to conventional 
nominal reality, therefore arising phenomena is its essence. 

[T. 52, 247c21-25] 

The most significant aspect of this final summary is the Prince's use 
of the ambiguous terms yu and wu to define the content of the two 
truths. The identification of the worldly truth with the dualistic realm 
of existence and non-existence, and then positing the supreme and 
real truth as identical to the Middle Path which transcends the dualities 
of existence and non-existence, set the stage for Chih-i's threefold 
truth of emptiness (=non-Being), conventional existence, and the Mid­
dle Path, the difference being that for Chih-i the Middle did not 
transcend the "duality" of emptiness and conventional existence but 
affirmed both as an integrated reality. 

The Prince's essay is unsatisfactory in many ways. He affirms the 
unity of the two truths but is not clear concerning their relationship. 
He does not make the mistake of defining the two truths as two sepa­
rate ontological realities, but he does resort to the common though 
ambiguous use of the terms yu and wu to explain the content of the 
two truths. He introduces unnecessary and misleading exegesis such 
as the strange arithmetic whereby the number three is derived by com­
bining a unity and duality, and the isolation of the word "meaning" 
~ in the term "truth of supreme meaning." These ambiguities are 
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the focus of some of the questions which follow in the discussion, and 
they are not always satisfactorily answered. 

Nevertheless the Prince's essay is acceptable in that he clearly recog­
nizes the underlying unity of the two truths as two perceptions of one 
reality, as explained in the Mahiipariniroli:r;ta Satra. He does give satis­
factory definitions of paramarthasatya as the "real truth" and "the truth 
of supreme meaning," which is undifferentiated, incomprehensible, 
and the true perception of reality, and sa1,,:Vrtisatya as the perception 
of differentiated phenomena and "fleeting illusion." Some of the am­
biguities are clarified in his answers to the questions that follow his 
essay, which we will now examine. 

Questions And Answers On The Two Truths 

The first question by Hui-ch'ao .~ (?-526),7 a high ranking court 
monk who conferred the Bodhisattva precepts on the Emperor Wu, 
immediately raises the issue as to whether or not the mundane truth, 
which is defined as "fleeting illusion," is of one essence or eternally 
different from the real truth, which is defined as "free from the duality 
of existence and non-existence :.tf~ ." 

The Prince's answer is taken from the Mahiipariniroa:fJ,o, Sutra. Ac­
cording to the perception, or knowledge, of common worldly people, 
the essence of this phenomenal world is seen as arising, but to the en­
lightened ones who have transcended this worldly perception, the es­
sence of this world is seen as non-arising (that is, empty of substantial 
Being). The Prince points out that these positions are based on dif­
fering viewpoints and should be explained in that way. In other words, 
from the perspective of the real, existence is empty 1i ~~ , and from 
the perspective of the mundane, this emptiness exists ~~1i . In this 
sense, concludes the Prince, the essence of the two truths is not dif­
ferent. Hui-ch'ao raises the problem of movement, an issue in Chi­
nese philosophy which was also discussed by Seng-chao (T. 45 151a-c): 

Question: You say that the real and the mundane have one es­
sence. It is not yet decided whether or not the real truth has 
movement. If we say that it does have movement, the real truth 
then moves by itself. 
Answer: The real truth is quiescent and does not arouse move­
ment. The deluded consciousness of the common worldly per­
son arbitrarily sees movement. 
Q: It is not yet decided whether [the real] has movement which 
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is arbitrarily seen by common people. or whether it does not 
have movement which is arbitrarily seen by common people. 
A: If there was movement. then we would not say that what com­
mon people see is arbitrary. To see movement where there is no 
movement is called "arbitrary." 
Q: If phenomena do not move. then there should only be one 
truth. 
A: Reality is eternally quiescent and is in itself one truth. The 
arbitrary perception of movement [by common people] is also 
one truth [the mundane truth]. These are two truths. so [in that 
sense] we cannot say they are one. 
Q: Does this "arbitrary perception" exist or not exist? 
A: These are words which are dependant on people; in that 
sense they can be said to exist. 
Q: If it can be said to exist in the sense of words which depend 
on people. then from the point of view of phenomena there 
should not be any movement. 
A: Though there is no [real] movement in phenomena. for those 
with arbitrary perceptions. [the illusion of] movement cannot be 
surpressed. 

[T. 52. 248a2-13] 
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Here "movement" is denied in the sense that since there is no sub­
stantial Being. all being empty. there is no Being which "moves." To 
us deluded common folks, phenomena appear to arise and perish, 
come and go, but this is due to our arbitrary perception and in reality 
all dharmas are quiescent. 

This discussion continues with the second participant, and the Prince 
sums up his position: Fleeting illusion is a construction in the mind 
of deluded people who call it existence. However, the flawless true 
reality is empty and mysterious in essence .... The essence of the two 
truths is eternally integrated; there is no differentiation in the prin­
ciple of reality. It is just that according to common perception there 
is fleeting illusion and to sagely insight there is true quiescence. We 
are merely giving names to the two truths in accordance with the view­
point of the sage and the common person (T. 52, 248a24-b3). In other 
words, there is one reality, but it is perceived differently by ordinary 
people, who mistake the "fleeting illusions" for substantial Being, and 
by enlightened sages, who correctly perceive reality as empty and 
quiescent. 

The question by the next participant H ui-yen ~f,* , given the unity 
of the two truths, raises the issue of their difference. It is here that 
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there creeps in the misleading identification of the real truth with 
"non-existence" (wu) and the mundane truth with "existence" (yu), 
rather than a clarification of the true meaning of existence as conven­
tional pratityasamutpdda existence which is empty of substantial Being. 

Question: Ordinary people see the mundane world and perceive 
its essence as phenomena which arise. The sage sees reality as 
it is and perceives its essence as non-arising. It is as yet undecided 
whether or not arising and non-arising are different only in their 
perception, and that in another sense they can be explained as 
one. 
Answer: Common people call "existence" that which does not 
exist, but the sage explains non-existence as identical with exis­
tence. Existence and non-existence are integrated; thus they are 
of one essence .... 
Q: If non-existence is not differentiated from existence, and ex­
istence is not differentiated from non-existence, one merely sees 
that they are one. How can one call them two [truths]? 
A: The ignorant person perceives existence; the sage perceives non-ex­
istence. The two views are distinct, therefore we have two. 
Q: If the sage perceives non-existence, then non-existence should 
be called the truth. But if the common person perceives exis­
tence, how can this be called "truth?" 
A: For the sage to perceive non-existence means that that is truth for 
him or her. The common person decides that one perceives existence; 
thus for him or her, this is the truth. 

[T. 52, 248b4-11; emphasis added] 

If the Prince had stuck by his earlier assertions about the unity of 
reality merely being perceived in a different way, he would still be on 
safe ground. Instead, by introducing the duality of yu and wu he im­
plies acceptance of the "separate realities" of existence and non-exis­
tence. To say that "the common person perceives existence; thus for 
him or her, this is the truth" implies the separate existence of the 
mundane world as yu without clarifying the content and meaning of 
yu. 

The status of the worldly truth becomes an issue, and is brought up 
by Tan-tsung S:* , the next participant. 

Q: Does the sage perceive the worldly truth, or not perceive the 
worldly truth? 
A: Sages know that common men perceive the existence of the 
worldly truth, but the sage does not perceive [the worldly truth]. 
Q: SO the sage does not perceive the worldly truth. Then how 
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does the sage teach sentient beings by means of the worldly 
truth. 
A: The sage is not deluded, so he does not perceive the world­
ly truth, but the unhindered sage knows what is perceived by 
the common person. 

[f. 52, 248b15-19] 
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The Prince gets into trouble here by saying that "the sage does not 
perceive the worldly truth." What he should have said was that the 
sage knows the worldly truth but does not perceive reality from that 
perspective, or rather recognizes that that perception of reality is mis­
taken. The enlightened one recognizes that sa1f1:urtisatya is a mistaken 
perception of reality which obscures true insight into reality. It does 
not mean that the worldly truth is something out there. a separate 
ontological reality. to be perceived by common people. 

The sixth participant Seng-ch'ien fl"~ 8 questions the utility of 
Prince Chao-ming's exegesis of "the truth of supreme meaning" as 
implying a judgement concerning the superiority of that truth viz-~­
viz the worldly truth. 

Q: If "supreme" means that which is unsurpassed, and if this is 
a name of praise. then the real [truth] as apart from the mun­
dane [truth] is also a name of praise. 
A: "Real" refers to the essence, it is not meant as a word of praise. 
"The truth of supreme meaning" is a further, exalted name [for 
the real truth]. Therefore it is a name of praise. 

[f. 52, 24&6-9] 

The issue here is not significant enough to warrant comment. 
The next question by one of Prince Chao-ming's cousins mSfZ1*_ 

lEiL returns to the issue of the content of the mundane truth. The 
perceptive questions force the Prince into a corner and his answers 
are not very satisfying. 

Q: It is not yet decided whether or not mundane truth refers to 
phenomena which arise. 
A: The essence of the mundane truth is phenomena which arise. 
Q: But the mundane truth is an arbitrary perception. How can 
phenomena arise? 
A: One sees existence through an arbitrary perception. There­
fore existence is [perceived as] arising. 
Q: For there to be existence merely through arbitrary percep­
tion is not true phenomena. If it is not true phenomena, how 
can they be said to arise? 
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A: "Arising phenomena" itself is called an arbitrary perception. 
Also, those who arbitrarily perceive [this unreal arising ofpheno­
mena] call it the arising of phenomena. 
Q: If this is merely an arbitrary perception, then it is not true 
arising. If there really is arising, why is it called arbitrary per­
ception? 
A: [Common people] already perceive arbitrarily, but there is 
not really an arising. They merely perceive existence arbitrari­
ly and thus there is arbitrary arising. 

[T. 52, 248c16-23] 

The same comments apply here as above. The Prince is confusing the 
mistaken perception of phenomena as substantial Being with the ac­
tual existence of this phenomena. The Prince's cousin is correct to 
point out that the arbitrary perception of something does not mean 
that it actually exists in reality as it is perceived. 

An analysis of all of the questions and answers would prove repeti­
tious, so I will choose a few of the more interesting comments from 
the remaining sections. 

The monk Hui-ling 11% persists in discussing the identity and dif-
ference of the two truths: 

Q: The real truth has non-arising as its essence. The mundane 
truth has phenomena which arise as its essence. However, you 
say that arising and non-arising are one. Is this identity part of 
the essence or part of the meaning. 
A: This is an identity of essence, not in meaning. 
Q: If the meaning is not identical, how can the essence be iden­
tical? 
A: Common people perceive existence, the sage has the insight 
of non-existence. The difference arises in the point of view. The 
essence is always the same. 
Q: If the essence is already non-dual, why does it need to be de­
scribed as identical? 
A: Though the essence is not dual and differentiated, if one per­
ceives duality due to [common deluded] perception and thus 
perceives differentiations, then it is necessary to clarify the iden­
tity of the essence. 
Q: If the gist is to be understood in this way, then the identity 
[of the essence of the two truths] should be clarified for the sake 
of the [common] people. 
A: The naming of the two truths, in making them two, is due 
to the [different] perceptions of [common and wise] people. What 
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is there to hinder us from clarifying the identity [of the essence 
of the two truths] for the sake of the [common] people? 

[T. 52, 249blO-18] 
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The Prince clearly recognizes the ultimate unity of the two truths and 
that the differences between them are merely that of perceptions. 

The presence of Fa-yun ii'§.= and Seng-min fljt at this debate is 
significant in that these were two of the most eminent Buddhist scholars 
of the Liang period. Unfortunately their comments are very vague 
and one cannot tell from this document the content of their individ­
ual interpretations of the two truths. Nevertheless the dialogue be­
tween the Prince and Fa-yun is of particular interest for its distinction 
between wisdom and the objective realm. 

Q: The objective realm known by the sage is called the real truth. 
Is the wisdom of the knower called the real truth or is this the 
mundane truth? 
A: Knowing ~E*a is called wisdom. That which can be known jilT 
J;a is called the objective realm. When wisdom is gained, the ob­
jective realm is obscured [it is seen for what it truly is?], and thus 
it can be called the real. 
Q: Are people who have wisdom the real truth or the mundane 
truth? 
A: As long as one speaks of a person who has wisdom, this is the 
mundane truth. 

[T. 52, 249c18-22] 

In other words, as Whalen Lai points out, wisdom is not something 
which corresponds to an object in an objective "realm," but insight 
into the true way of reality (1978, p. 346). Wisdom is paramarthasatya, 
the real truth, in the sense that it is the correct perception of in­
describable reality. The people with this perception are not in them­
selves the "real truth" or the "mundane truth," but as long as one 
verbalizes and speaks of "people having wisdom," this refers to the 
mundane truth, because it is in the realm of concepts and words. 

Seng-min's discussion is also of interest in that he mentions the con­
cept of three truths, though it is different than that of Chih-i. He con­
siders the status of one who has attained a certain level of wisdom, 
superior to that of the common ignorant person, yet who has not yet 
attained perfect wisdom. 

Question: Is the understanding of emptiness in the minds of the 
mundane and worldly [people]9 a real understanding or just a 
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mundane understanding? 
A: It should be called something which resembles understanding. 
Q: Is this resemblance that of the real or of the mundane? 
A: If one achieves insight into non-arising, this cannot be called 
a mundane understanding. If one does not yet perceive non­
arising, this cannot be called real understanding. 
Q: If the wisdom of one who is enlightened is neither real nor 
mundane, then the objects which are illuminated should not be 
either real nor mundane. If this [wisdom] is neither real nor 
mundane, then there are three truths. 
A: The objects which are illuminated are integrated with the 
non-arising. The non-arising is the true. How can there be three 
truths? 
Q: If the objective realm is integrated with the real, why then 
isn't this wisdom the same as real wisdom [or "wisdom of the 
real truth"]? 
A: Since it does not perceive non-arising, therefore it is not real 
wisdom. 

(f. 52, 250a16-24) 

Seng-min suggests a "third truth" to refer to the understanding of 
those who have gone beyond the ordinary perception of the world but 
have not yet attained perfect wisdom, reminiscent of the scheme pro­
posed in the San fa tu lun.1o Prince Chao-ming, however, does not 
recognize this possibility and limits the two truths to the mundane, 
which perceives phenomena as arising, and the real, which perceives 
phenomena as non-arising. 

Summary 

Prince Chao-ming's essay and the accompanying questions and answers 
provide a glimpse into possible ways that the two truths were being 
interpreted by the scholars and lay believers of Buddhism during the 
Uang period. The participants were mostly either young relatives of 
Prince Chao-ming or monks closely associated with the court, with the 
exception of such outstanding scholars and Fa-yun and Seng-min. 
Thus the debate represents not so much the opinion of the scholarly 
elite but rather reflects the content of a "study group" of not neces­
sarily high academic quality. Nevertheless it is one of the few remain­
ing records from this period. Though it appears to have been well 
known - Chih-i mentions it in both his Fa hua hsilan i and Mo ho chih 
kuan- the ideas represented in the discussion were not influential. 
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The content is ambiguous and often sidetracks to peripheral subjects. 
It is hindered by reliance on discussing the two truths in terms of yu 
and wu. and sometimes comes close to admitting the idea of the two 
truths as two separate ontological entities. 

Nevertheless the Prince clearly and often reiterates the ultimate 
unity of the two truths as two ways of perceiving one reality. He was 
obviously well versed in Madhyamikan philosophy. The participants 
also came up with some perceptive questions. and Seng-min's proposal 
for a third truth indicates that this may have been a popular method 
to solve the apparent tension between the two truths. In short. it is of 
interest as an example of various thoughts and interpretations con­
cerning the two truths among the monks and gentry of the Liang pe­
riod. but provides little in the sense of doctrinal development or 
influence on later. more capable. thinkers and interpretations of the 
two truths. 



Chapter 5 

Hui-Yuan's Encyclopedia of 
Mahayana Buddhism 

A nother one of the few extant records concerning the interpreta­
J-\. tion ofthe two truths in China before Chih-i is contained in the 
encyclopedic Ta ch'eng i chang ::fdlH'Ui: of Hui-yiian _Ji (523-592).1 
This monk-scholar lived at a time when China was divided into north­
ern and southern dynasties r¥i~t~)j , a period when the academic study 
of texts such as the Mahapariniroa7Ja Sutra, DaSabhUmika Sutra Siistra, 
AvataT(lSaka Sutra, and Ch'eng shih tun laid the foundation for the truly 
Chinese schools of the Sui Period, as exemplified by the work of Chi­
tsang and Chih-i.2 

This Hui-yiian was a native of Tun-huang who studied both Hlna­
yana and Mahayana texts under various teachers and was particularly 
well versed in the Ssu fen lil, or Vinaya in Four Parts (T. 22, No. 1428), 
the DaSabhumika Sutra, and the Ch'eng shih tun. At the age of twenty he 
took the monastic vows and had the good fortune of studying under 
Fa-sheng ?t1:. (495?-581), the highest ranking cleric of the day and a 
DaSabhumika Sutra Sastra scholar.!! His successful scholarly career was 
interrupted by the Buddhist persecution in 574-577 under the Em­
peror Wu Jlt* (561-577) of the Northern Chou ~tfflJ dynasty, a far­
reaching persecution in which "the emperor called for the destruction 
of Buddhist temples, images, and scriptures; monks and nuns were to 
return to the laity; the treasures of the monasteries were to be confis­
cated and distributed to the ministers, princes, and dukes" (Ch'en 
1972, p. 191; Tsukamoto 1948 and 1950). 

This proscription of Buddhism caught up with Hui-yiian in 577 
when Emperor Wu conquered the Northern Ch'i ~t~ and gathered 
together the five hundred highest ranking monks of that region to 
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read to them the proscription. A record of this meeting, extant in the 
Kuang hung ming chi (T. 52, 153a ff.; Watanabe 1969,90-114) reveals 
that all of the monks listened in silence, and only Hui-yuan dared 
respond to the Emperor's charges that the Buddhist religion served 
no useful social service, that funds spent for temples and images could 
be better spent, and that Buddhist monks by taking monastic vows fail 
to repay their filial debt to their parents. Hui-yuan responded, in ef­
fect, by claiming that without the Buddhist teachings, images, and 
scriptures, there would be no one who would know or respect the 
truth, and that Buddhist monks perform filial duty in the highest sense 
by their pursuit of truth and the virtuous life. To the Emperor's charge 
that Buddhism was a foreign religion, Hui-yuan pointed out the limits 
of provincial thinking and the fact that both India and China are part 
of the same world (see Kamata 1964,49-53; Watanabe 1969,99-111). 
The Kuang hung ming chi records that the Emperor was unable to reply 
to Hui-yuan's arguments and that his soldiers urged him to "reduce 
his body to powder" to punish him for his insolence, but Hui-yuan 
remained unmoved (Kamata 1964, 52). 

Despite Hui-yuan's apparent victory in debate, the Emperor con­
tinued his proscription of Buddhism and the Kuang hung ming chi 
records the stunning but perhaps exaggerated figures that over forty 
thousand temples were confiscated and three million Buddhists re­
turned to lay life (T. 52, 153c24-26). H ui-yuan managed to retreat to 
the mountains where he continued in private what was proscribed in 
public. 

This persecution was a turning point not only for Hui-yuan per­
sonally, but for the fate of Buddhism in China in general. It was not 
a wholesale disaster for Buddhism, however, for it "cleared away the 
debris" accumulated over a number of centuries and provided an op­
portunity for a strong Chinese Mahayana Buddhism to develop in the 
Sui period (Tokiwa 1979, 1, 213). Hui-yuan, however, in contrast to 
Chih-i and Chi-tsang who creatively developed new philosophical sys­
tems, was destined to be the last great scholar of the era of a divided 
China, and the compiler of an encyclopedia which summarized the 
tenets and accomplishments of his tradition and age. 

Mter the end of the persecution in 577 and the unification of China 
under Emperor Wen of the Sui dynasty I\li:>elif , Hui-yuan eventual­
ly found his way back to the capital of Ch'ang-an. The lectures he 
gave in the presence of Emperor Wen so impressed this ruler who was 
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intent on restoring Buddhism that he provided Hui-yuan with a post 
at the Ta-hsing-shan ssu *~tf~. Later the Emperor built the Ching­
ying ssu temple f.ft'~~ in Ch'ang-an for Hui-yuan's use, where he 
lived and lectured until his death in 592, just before Chih-i gave the 
lectures that would became the Fa hoo hsaan i. 

The exact date of composition for the Ta ch'eng i chang is unknown, 
but it appears to be a well organized compilation of Hui-yuan's many 
writings, and thus probably was one of his later works.4 The text it­
self consists of five sections which discuss the essence of Mahayana 
Buddhist doctrine under the rubric of two hundred and forty-nine 
subjects. It is an encyclopedia, the content of which reflects the state 
of Buddhist scholarship in sixth century northern China. It was very 
well known and used at the time, and though Chih-i does not men­
tion it explicitly in his works, he was almost certainly familiar with its 
content. The section on the two truths =M6fl (T. 44, 482c2-485b8) is 
one of the first subjects discussed in the doctrinal section of the Ta 
ch'eng i chang, preceded only by a discussion of Buddha-nature, con­
ventional designation, and non-duality. It is significant not only for 
its interpretation of the two truths but also in that it contains Hui­
yuan's p'an-chiao classification scheme. 

Hui-yuan first explains that the two truths are the "worldly truth" 
iitM6 and the "truth of supreme meaning" W;-fla'm. The worldly truth 
is also called the "mundane truth" H:ia'm or the "truth of plurality" ~ 
~'m .5 Each of these terms is explained. 

The "worldly" is "that which is temporal. All phenomena occur 
within the temporal cycle of life and death (saTfLSiira). One speaks of 
the phenomenal in connection with time, therefore they are called 
the 'worldly truth' .. (482c4-5). Unconditioned dharmas (such as 
niroiitta), however, are not to be included among phenomenal dhar­
mas which arise and perish. Therefore unconditioned dharmas are 
not part of the worldly truth. To explain this statement Hui-yuan 
writes that the term yu does not exhaustively include all dharmas, or 
all of reality. Since that which is conditioned is of the world and that 
which is unconditioned is not of the world, the worldly truth cannot 
encompass both conditioned and unconditioned dharmas. Thus the 
worldly truth derives its name and meaning from the term yu (482c8). 

Here H ui-yuan is in danger of positing two separate realms of reality, 
that of the world as conditioned phenomena (=satpvrtisatya) and that 
which is unconditioned and thus not ofthis world (=paramarthasatya). 
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For a more detailed explanation Hui-yilan refers the reader to his ear­
lier essay (477c25-481b22) on conventional designation 1Fl~ , which 
we shall now examine briefly. 

Of particular interest in the essay on conventional designation is 
Hui-yilan's fourfold definition of the term and his attempt to discuss 
it in terms of existence (yu) and non-existence (wu). His fourfold defini­
tion is as follows: 

1. All dharmas are nameless. They lack ultimate reality, and 
merely have conventional1l!1 or temporary mE names. There­
fore phenomenal reality is merely that with "conventional 
designation." Hui-yilan compares this to the claim that a 
poor destitute man is rich and noble. Even if a poor man is 
conventionally called "rich," this does not raise him to a 
higher income bracket. He is still poor in reality. 

2. Conventional designation refers to a temporary borrowing 
from something else fill. ft . It is a designation based on some 
factors outside the thing itself. For example, human beings 
are called "persons" on the basis of the apparent unity of 
the combination of the five sltand.ho.s when in reality there 
is no independent, eternal self. Hui-yilan compares this to 
people borrowing the family names of Lien tf or Liang ~ 
for their own homes. Also, the relative terms of great and 
small, long and short, wide and narrow, are so named only 
in relation to, or borrowed from, the other. The great is so 
only conventionally in relation to the small, and so forth. 

3. Conventional designation refers to conventional, temporary 
reality. Worldly, mundane phenomena do not have a fixed 
nature. They have no eternal substantial svabMva. As Hui­
yiian says, "to have existence as being conventionally related 
to other things, is called conventional reality fl!1i! (478a4). 
As far as I can tell this definition is not substantially differ­
ent from that of 1. 

4. Conventional designation refers to phenomena which are 
conventionally and temporarily named, as explained above, 
yet they do have conventional existence. Hui-yilan explains 
that phenomena are like a magical illusion. If we take away 
the name and examine its reality, it has no substantial Being 
(yu), but it is not nothingness (wu). Further, it is not non­
existent ~~~F1i nor is it non-nothingness ~~~~~. Phenomena 
have no fixed nature (svabMva) which distinguish them from 
everything else. They are discriminated from each other and 
have conventional existence as conventional designations. 
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This is a variation on definition I, with emphasis on the 
positive side of conventional reality. 

Hui-yiian expends considerable effort expanding on definition 4 
and discussing the issue of "conventional designation" in terms of yu 
and wu (478a22-bI9). Briefly, he explains that "conventional dharmas 
are not nothingness" ~P~1P1~:t yet "conventional (phenomena) do not 
have their own reality" [or self-existence, svabhiiva 11l1~ §t1] (478a24-
25). Thus he is stuck with the ambiguous duality of yu and wu and all 
the problems that presents, as discussed in previous chapters.6 These 
two positions correspond to the first two parts of Chih-i's threefold 
truth, conventional existence and emptiness, without the unifying fac­
tor of a "third truth," the Middle. 

Let us return to Hui-yiian's chapter on the two truths. A second 
definition he gives for the worldly truth is that it refers to ordinary 
people and their understanding of this world. He writes, "All pheno­
mena are the objects of knowledge for people of this world, therefore 
it is called the 'worldly truth' .. (428c9-10). Hui-yiian then quotes the 
Mahiiparinirvatta Satra for scriptural support: "That known by people 
of this world is called the 'worldly truth' " (T. 12, 443aI5). An objec­
tion is raised to the effect that the sage also has knowledge of world­
ly dharmas. How can one then define the worldly truth as that known 
by ordinary, ignorant people of this world? Hui-yiian replies that the 
sage does know worldly dharmas, but knows them in accordance with 
their true reality as worldly phenomena. The sage knows that world­
ly dharmas are actually empty and have only conventional existence. 
Hui-yiian adds that "since conventional existence and emptiness are 
the reality of worldly phenomena, this is called the worldly truth" 
(482c14-15). 

Here Hui-yiian once again is in danger of affirming two separate 
planes of reality. He would have been on safer ground if he' had em­
phasized instead the unity of the two truths and that they are differ­
ent ways of viewing this one reality. Hui-yiian's statement that the 
worldly truth is so-called because "conventional existence and empti­
ness are the reality of worldly phenomena" is misleading, because 
emptiness and conventional reality are also valid, though ultimately 
inadequate, designations for the reality of paramilrthasatya. 

Mter discussing the "worldly truth," Hui-yiian explains the "mun­
dane truth" 1~~* (482c22). The mundane, Hui-yiian says somewhat 
redundantly, refers to the mundane world 1~i:It , and to the mundane, 
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worldly objects of knowledge. There is no further explanation. 
The "truth of plurality" ~~-m fares only a little better. The Chinese 

character teng ~ can be used as a plural marker, or to mean "equal­
ity," as when this character was used to translate the Sanskrit term 
upek$ii. Thus in the San fa tu lun it was used to translate the meaning 
of sarp:vrtisatya as referring to the pluralistic phenomenal world. Here 
Hui-yiian is more concerned with the other meaning of teng, for he 
defines it as meaning "equality" ~~ and "mutuality" MEta . On the 
other hand, he seems to be aware of the meaning of teng as a plural 
marker, since he then points out that "worldly phenomena are not 
one" (480c23). His conclusion is that "since all phenomena are per­
ceived together or equally, therefore it is called the 'truth of teng 
(plurality or equality), " (480c24). In either case this formulation is 
not particularly helpful, and I am not aware of any reference to or 
use of this Chinese understanding of sar,,:vrtisatya by Chih-i. 

Hui-yiian then moves on to a discussion of paramiirthasatya. First he 
points out that "supreme meaning" ~-~ is also called the "real truth" 
~~-m . The term "supreme" refers to its superiority (over sarp:vrtisatya, 
I assume), from whence it gets its "meaning." The term "real" refers 
to the eradication of delusion. Hui-yiian adds that "the supreme and 
the worldly (truths) are judgments concerning reality which are not 
mistaken" (482c26).' This raises the problem that "the real is the true 
and worldly phenomena are empty and false. Why then is (the world­
ly truth) called a 'truth'?" (482c26-27) 

Hui-yiian responds by saying that what is called "empty and false" 
(phenomena, or the worldly truth) is so in contrast to the meaning of 
the real. However, worldly phenomena are not nothingness, therefore 
sa1!lvrtisatya is called "truth." On the other hand, the worldly truth is 
truly empty and false, and therefore it is called the "worldly" truth. 
Hui-yiian is in danger here again of identifying sa1!lvrtisatya with a 
separate phenomenal reality. Instead of saying that "the worldly truth 
is empty and false," he should say that though phenomena are seen 
as having substantial existence from the perspective of the worldly 
truth, from the perspective of paramiirthasatya, phenomenal existence 
is empty of substantial Being and has only conventional existence. 

Hui-yiian then continues his contrastive analysis of the two truths: 

The worldly truth, in contrast to the supreme truth, is secon­
dary. In contrast to the real truth it is called the illusory truth. 
Supreme meaning, in contrast to the worldly truth, should be 
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called "trans-worldly" tI1t!t . In contrast to the mundane truth it 
should be called "non-mundane" $F1:a. . In contrast to the truth 
of plurality it should be called "non-pluralistic" $F~ . 

[T. 44, 482c19-483a] 

Hui-yuan admits that it is not possible to establish perfectly contrast­
ing terms for each and every term. However: 

Phenomenal dharmas -$it; are tentatively called the "worldly 
truth," the "mundane truth," and the "truth of plurality," and 
reality as it is !!.it; is tentatively called the "truth of supreme 
meaning" and the "real truth." 

[T. 44, 429a3-5] 

Next Hui-yuan attempts to define the meaning of "truth" ~*. Truth 
means that which is "truly real" ~ •. Given this definition, the prob­
lem of how the term "truth" can be applied to the worldly truth is in­
evitable. Again Hui-yUan does not satisfactorily deal with the problem. 
He says that "we are now discussing the meaning of the doctrine of 
the truth, therefore we use the term 'truth' for both!" (483a6-7) In­
stead of dealing with the meaning and correct use of the term "truth," 
Hui-yuan discusses instead the contrast between the "real" and the 
"worldly." He writes: 

In order to distinguish between the real and the mundane, 
the worldly truth cannot be called "real." If we were to discuss 
fully all dharmas with regard to the doctrine of reality I)i;}lf~~ , 
then both phenomena and principle JlI!. -$ should be called "real." 

[T. 44, 483a7-9] 

In other words, Hui-yUan finally presents the ultimate unity of all 
dharmas, and by implication, the ultimate unity of the two truths. 
Nevertheless it is unfortunate that he did not emphasize this unity 
more strongly, and the impression is left of separate ontological realities 
for the empty phenomenal world (sa1flvrtisatya) and the ultimately real 
world <paramarlhasatya). 

In a later section on the meaning of the One Vehicle (ekayana -~; 
T. 44, 648b13-649c4), Hui-yUan more clearly establishes the underly­
ing unity of the two truths. H ui-yuan is discussing the essence of the 
One Vehicle: 

If one analyzes the category of ekayana, there are two types; 
first the [One] Vehicle dharma, and second the [One] Vehicle 
practice. There are three types of dharma. First, the dharma-
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teachings~i~, or the Tripitaka and the twelvefold sutras. Second, 
the dharma-reality J!i~, or the Buddha-nature. If this is analyzed 
further, this "reality" is the dharma-realm of conditioned co-arising 
which is the single reality of the two truths -1f =Mff . Third, the dhar­
ma-practice fTi~, which is the practice of the sixparamws, and 
so forth. 

[T. 44, 649a25-29; emphasis added] 

77 

The significant phrase here is the one that identifies "the single reality 
of the two truths" with "the dharma-realm of conditioned co-arising." 
In other words, this world of conditioned co-arising (Jrrautyasamutpada) 
is reality itself, and it is a single reality which includes both of the two 
truths. This is the definition given for the essence of ekayana, or 
MaMyana. It admittedly is not a particularly new definition or devel­
opment of Buddhist thought, but it does avoid the mistake of posit­
ing two separate realities for sa'lflvrtisatya and paramarthasatya. 

Let us return again to the essay on the two truths. Mer the intro­
ductory section on the definition of the two truths, Hui-yuan gives a 
p'an-chiao classification of Buddhist schools with the hope of clarifying 
the meaning of the two truths. As Hui-yiian admits, this classification 
scheme itself is not found in any Satra or §astra, but he claims that 
the underlying meaning certainly is. 

Of the four "schools" in Hui-yiian's classification, the first two belong 
to Hinayana and the last two to Mahayana. These are not schools in 
the sense of historical, long-established scholastic or religious tradi­
tions, but rather "trends" within the Buddhist doctrinal system as a 
whole. The four "schools" in Hui-yiian's classification are as follows 
(483allff.): 

1. The school which establishes essential natures .ll.1'1* , also 
called the school of conditioned co-arising [iltf rpratitya­
samutpiida]. This is the shallow teaching of the Hinayana. It 
teaches that all dharmas have an essential nature ~I'I'1 [sva­
bhava]. It differs from non-Buddhist teachings of an essen­
tial nature inasmuch as it teaches that even though all 
dharmas have an essential nature, all things arise from var­
ious causes and conditions. This school is identified with the 
teachings of the Abhidharma. 

2. The school which teaches the destruction of the essential 
nature .fiIt1'1* , also called the school of conventional desig­
nation 1FX~. This is the profound teaching of the Hinayana. 
It teaches that all dharmas are empty conventionalities 
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1. Non-existence as the lack of a substantial self beyond the 
skandha ~l:_fJt:JJtA . This corresponds to the interpreta­
tion of paramarthasatya by the first school. 

2. Non-existence as the absence of a self-existing entity _ 
11:z._ within conditioned and conventionally named dhar­
mas. This corresponds to the interpretation of paramartha­
satya by the second school. 

3. Non-existence as deluded conceptions (or marks), that 
phenomena are perceived as existing due to deluded con­
ceptualization when in actuality they are empty of sub­
stantial Being. This corresponds to the interpretation of 
paramiirthasatya by the third school. 

4. Non-existence as deluded conception. The only explana­
tion offered by Hui-y\ian is that this is different from the 
interpretations of the first three schools, and one assumes 
that this means that this is the correct interpretation of 
the fourth school. It is strange that both interpretations 
3 and 4 have the same content of "deluded conceptions" 
~~ , and it is likely that this is a misprint of the char­
acter "conceptions" ~ for the character "marks" m . If 
that is the case, then the third interpretation should read 
"non-existence as deluded marks." In any case, the cor­
rect interpretation of wu for sa1!'vrtisatya is that pheno­
mena are perceived as having existence only due to our 
mistaken deluded conceptions and that phenomena are 
actually empty of substantial Being. 

The real truth, paramilrthasatya, is also analyzed in terms of yu and 
wu. From the perspective of the real truth, yu refers to "the nature of 
the tathiigatha-garbha, the Buddha-dharma which is immeasurable as 
the sands of the Ganges River" (484c7-8). On the other hand, wu is 
defined in five parts: non-existence as the complete lack of a self-ex­
isting nature (svabhiiva); the denial of a substantial self or soul within 
sentient beings; the lack of a self-existing entity which can be grasped 
by ordinary men; the lack of a real cause which can be grasped by 
those of the two vehicles; and the denial that the tathilgatha-garbha is 
an empty, deluded conception, or the affirmation of the reality ofthe 
tathiigatha-garbha. 

All five of these meanings are affirmed as the content of wu from 
the perspective of paramarthasatya. Thus for Hui-yuan both sa7flvrti­
satya and paramilTthasatya include correct and incorrect aspects of yu 
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and wu, of existence and non-existence, depending on the level of un­
derstanding or school which is interpreting the terms. Ultimate reality 
is identified with the tathiigatha-garbha, which is identified with this 
world of dependent co-arising. He thus avoids the simple identification 
of yu with sa1!lvrtisatya and wu with paramlirthasatya. Instead he identi­
fies the perception of existence as delusion and complete non-exis­
tence with sa1!lvrtisatya, and the perception of wu as quiescence and yu 
as true reality, or the tathiigatha-garbha, as paramlirthasatya.8 

Thus Hui-yuan, though he is encumbered with the ambiguous and 
ontologie ally misleading tendency to discuss the two truths in terms 
of yu and wu, presents the two truths as ultimately of one positive 
reality, and his analysis in many ways approaches that of Chih-i. In 
fact, Hui-yuan does mention a formulation of three truths based on 
the Mahapariniruii:r,ta Satra, but does not develop it doctrinally.9 

It is also possible to point out a close correspondence between Hui­
yuan's classification scheme and the Mala11UUlhya1TIIlJu.tkiJ:rik4 24:18 
verse, though H ui-yuan makes no direct mention of Madhyamikan 
philosophy or the Mala11UUlhyamakakiirikii in his essay on the two truths. 
Thus the first school which establishes "essential natures" corresponds 
to the first line on causation (pratuyasamutptlda), the second school 
which teaches the "destruction of essential natures" corresponds to 
the third line on conventional designation (prajnaptirupadiiya) the third 
school which teaches the "destruction of characteristics" corresponds 
to the second line on emptiness (iilnyatii), and the fourth school which 
teaches the "manifestation of reality" corresponds, with a little effort, 
to the fourth line on the ultimate identity of them all as the Middle 
(madhyamli). Nevertheless it was the contribution of Chih-i to perceive 
this correspondence, avoid the tendency to discuss the two truths in 
terms of yu and wu, and instead utilize the insight in this verse to for­
mulate an integrated threefold truth concept. 



Chapter 6 

The Ch'eng Shih Lun Scholars 

I n previous chapters we have examined how the topic of the two 
truths was a popular subject in both north and south China in 

the 5th and 6th centuries A.D. The issue was discussed in terms ofthe 
relationship between the two truths, and in terms of yu (Being or ex­
istence) and wu (non-Being or nothingness), which often involved a 
negative assessment of sa1,,:IJrti, as something "unreal" which should 
be denied or overcome in favor of a "real" paramarthasatya. Another 
significant approach to the problem was the attempt to draw out the 
positive meaning of emptiness by affirming conventional existence fl!1 
(chia). This was the approach favored by the scholars of the Ch'eng shih 
lun such as Chih-tsang ~a and Seng-min fist .1 These scholars and 
their conclusions were attacked by the scholars of the San-Iun tradi­
tion, notably Chi-tsang, and dismissed as "Hlnayanistic," but their 
theories and positive attitude toward this phenomenal world was an 
important influence on the philosophy ofChih-i and his development 
of the threefold truth concept. We will thus examine relevant passages 
on the two truths and conventional existence ff!1~ in the Ch'eng shih 
lun and the interpretation of these ideas by representative scholars of 
the Ch'eng shih lun tradition, namely Chih-tsang and Seng-min. 

The Two Truths and Conventional Existence 
in the Ch'eng Shih Lun 

The Ch'eng shih lun ilXJUlli 2 is an Abhidharma-type treatise attributed 
to Harivarman ~iiJfJjMJJ ,s and translated into Chinese by Kumarajlva 
in 411-412. As its title indicates, its purpose is "to establish the real" 
through a positive interpretation of emptiness. It posits the truth of 
extinction (nirodhasatya), the third of the four noble truths, as the one 
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truth through which enlightenment is attained (T. 32, 363a28). The 
fourth section of the Ch'eng shih lun, on the subject of the truth of ex­
tinction (Chapters 141-154; T. 32, 327a-334b), is the most innovative 
section of this text and contains the theory ofattainingnirva~ through 
extinguishing the three mental states of conventional names ff!1~-t:." 
dharmas i!-t:" , and emptiness ~-t:.' . 

The discussion of the truth of extinction begins with c4apter 141 
on "establishing conventional names" J'Lff!1:t£" . This chapter opens 
by defining the truth of extinction as the extinction of three kinds of 
mind, or mental state: that of conventional names, dharmas, and empti­
ness. Briefly stated, these mental states are extinguished as follows. 
The mental state of conventional names is extinguished by means of 
hearing and thinking about the truth of dependent co-arising. The 
mental state of dharmas is extinguished through attaining the wisdom 
which realizes that the dharma-elements, such as fire, are empty of 
substantial Being. The mental state of emptiness is extinguished by 
entering the samiidhi of complete extinction (T. 32, 327a8-12). These 
three mental states and their extinction are discussed in greater detail 
as the section progresses. It is in this context that the two truths and 
the meaning of conventional existence, or "conventional names," is 
clarified. 

First, the term "conventional names" is defined as that which is dis­
criminated as existing due to the confluence of various factors. For 
example, the confluence of the five aggregates (skandha) is called, or 
is given the conventional name "person" and the confluence of cer­
tain colors, scents, shapes, and so forth are given the conventional 
name "bottle." This definition is supported by the Buddha's statements 
concerning a chariot (that it is merely a combination of wheels, axles, 
and so forth), and his teaching that 

all dharmas are transient, full of suffering, empty of substantial 
Being, and lacking in a soul. Things arise through various con­
ditions and have no determined substantial nature. They are 
merely names; they are merely memories; they are merely func­
tions. Various names such as people, gods, and so forth are based 
merely on the confluence of the five aggregates. 

[T. 32, 327a17-19] 

Dharmas are said to be "merely names" because they have no sub­
stantive, unchanging Being. 

The idea of the two truths is introduced at this point. The Buddha, 
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it is said, teaches two truths, the real truth <paramllrthasatya) and the 
mundane truth (sa1ftvrtisatya). The real truth consists of dharmas such 
as form (rupa) and so forth, and ni7Va~!4 The mundane truth con­
sists of that which has no substantial self-nature (svabhiiva) and is mere­
ly conventionally named. like a bottle which is made up of the 
conditioned co-arising of colors. and so forth. and people which are 
made up of the conditioned co-arising of the five aggregates. 

There is the danger here, as always. to misinterpret the two truths 
as two separate realities, so the Ch'eng shih lun is quick to point out 
that the mundane truth is used by the Buddha merely as an expedient 
means to save sentient beings. It says: 

All the Buddhas and sages wish to lead sentient beings to be free 
from attachment to conventional names, therefore they utilize 
the worldly truth to teach.' 

[T. 32. 327a25-26] 

This point is expanded further. It is said that in order to utilize things 
in this phenomenal world. things are given names such as "bottle" 
and so forth. Unless something is given a name, it cannot be utilized 
in everyday life. This is the level of the worldly truth. Also, by teach­
ing the two truths the Buddha avoids the two extremes of nihilism 
and eternalism, heretical views. or extreme asceticism and hedonism 
(T. 32. 327b3-4). Also. the worldly truth is the fundamental teaching 
method of all Buddhas. If one practices charity or keeps the precepts. 
this leads to rebirth in a higher destiny and eventually one is ready 
to be taught the truth of supreme meaning. The Buddha-dharma is 
compared to the sea which is at first shallow and deepens only gradual­
ly. In the same way the worldly truth is taught first and the profound 
later. 

In another analogy. it is said that a carbuncle can be removed easi­
ly if one first applies heat. In the same way the mind must first be 
"softened" by means of the wisdom of the worldly truth. and then later 
obstacles to enlightenment can be destroyed by means ofthe supreme 
wisdom of the real truth. 

Another important point made in the Ch'eng shih lun is that the Mid­
dle Path is attained by means ofthe worldly truth (T. 32, 327b17-18). 
This teaching is illustrated by the fact that the five aggregates arise 
continuously. therefore they are not completely severed. This is a 
denial of nihilism. Also, the five aggregates are not substantial but are 
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extinguished at each moment, therefore they are not eternal, This is 
I denial of eternalism. The Middle Path in this context means to avoid 
the two extremes of nihilism, or annihilationism, and eternalism. To 
perceive that the world arises is to extinguish the mistaken view of 
nihilism or annihilationism; to perceive that the world passes away is 
to extinguish the mistaken view of substantial eternalism. 

It is by means of the worldly truth which teaches the reality of con­
ventional existence that one can perceive both the arising and pass­
ing away of phenomena. If one perceives that sentient beings exist in 
a substantive fashion, this is great folly, but if one perceives that there 
il nothing at all, this also is great folly. The views of Being (yu) and 
oothingness (wu) are the mistaken extreme views of eternalism and 
nihilism. One can attain deliverance from the extreme view of sub­
stantial Being through the teaching of emptiness, but then there is 
the danger of falling into the extreme view of nothingness. The world­
ly truth with its teaching of conventional existence provides deliver­
ance from the extreme view of nothingness, or nihilism. The realization 
of true emptiness !J.~ is the realization that emptiness does not mean 
nothingness. 

The Ch'eng shih lun then expands on the importance of making this 
distinction and the crucial role of the mundane truth. Some people, 
upon hearing the teaching of the denial of a self, may become afraid 
and fall into the mistaken view of nihilism. But if, through the world­
ly truth, this person first thinks that there is a self which suffers from 
the retribution of evil deeds, he will believe in the doctrine of karma. 
Then later this person can contemplate that all phenomena are char­
acterized by birth, death, and transiency. Gradually he realizes the 
truth of extinction, that there is no substantial self, and can thus ex­
tinguish all covetousness. At this point he is ready to hear and under­
stand the teaching of emptiness, that there is no substantial Being. 

We have seen that in this section the Ch'eng shih lun emphasizes the 
meaning of sarp:vrtisatya as upo.ya, or expedient means, for teaching and 
leading sentient beings to realize the truth. Conventional names, or 
conventional existence, is the positive side to emptiness in that pheno­
mena are lacking in substantive Being (emptiness), but the confluen­
ces of causes and conditions such as aggregates, forms, colors, and so 
forth are conventionally given names so as to make daily life in this 
world possible. The extinguishing of both extreme views of nihilism 
and eternalism is possible through the worldly truth which teaches 
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the emptiness and conventional existence of all things in ways which 
are appropriate to each person in order to lead them to an under­
standing of the supreme truth. The next section expands on the mean­
ing of the term "conventional names." 

Chapter 142 of the Ch'eng shih lun, on "The Characteristics of Con­
ventional Names" f~lt..f§ (T. 32, 327c29-328c23), gives over twenty 
different variations on the meaning of this term. For example, con­
ventional names, or existence, is so called due to its arising from dif­
ferent dharmas l2'SI~itWx • A bottle depends for its existence on the 
various factors of color, and so forth, and has no reality in itself (T. 
32, 328a6-8). Also, a chariot is a name for a certain combination of 
wheels and axles and so forth, but the name does not exist in the thing 
itself. The wheels, axles, and so forth are the causes and conditions of 
the chariot, but there is no substantial Being which is referred to by 
the name "chariot." Therefore "chariot" is merely a conventional name 
(T. 32, 328alO-I4). 

Also, different people perceive the same thing in different ways. 
When people see a horse some say they see the horse's tail, some the 
horse's body, some the skin and some the hair, as in the famous parable 
of the blind men and the elephant. Or, upon hearing music, some say 
they hear the sound of a harp, some the sound of a violin, and so 
forth. In other words, there is no ultimate consistency to peoples' ex­
periences. Therefore we cannot say that we see real forms or hear real 
sounds, but can only give them conventional, provisional names (T. 
32, 328al6-24). 

Also, conventional existence depends on relative factors. Things are 
here or there, long or short, large or small, teacher or disciple, father 
or son, rich or poor, and so forth. 1\'ue reality .i! is not relative to 
anything (T. 32, 328cll-14). 

Finally, there are four ways to explain something. It is a unity - , 
it is differentiated ~ , it is unexplainable 1'"iif~~, or it is nothingness 
~ . These four standpoints are all faulty, therefore it is concluded that 
bottles and such things have only conventional existence. Unity means 
that the bottle is identical with its form, taste, odor, feel, and so forth 
(but there is no "bottle" in its constituent parts). "Differentiated" means 
that the bottle exists apart from its form and so forth (but there is no 
"bottle" apart from its consituent parts). "Unexplainable" means that 
one is not able to explain the form, and so forth, of the bottle, or that 
the bottle exists apart from its constituent parts. Nothingness means 
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that the bottle does not exist at all (but this is the extreme view of 
nihilism, and the bottle does have conventional existence). These four 
options are all unsatisfactory, therefore one should know that the bot­
tle is not a self-existent thing with substantial Being, but merely a con­
ventional name (T. 32, 328cl8-23). 

These various explanations of conventional names, or existence, 
were eventually summarized by the Ch'eng shih [un scholars into three 
categories. Conventional existence was defined as that which is causal­
ly arisen ~IDt1I!1, continuous f~~1Fl, and relative f~m1F1.5 Let us now 
examine the ideas of Chih-tsang and Seng-min as representative 
scholars of the Ch'eng shih lun. 

Ch'eng Shih Lun Scholars of the Liang Period 

Seng-min of the Chuang-yen ssu )(±il-#(t~ (467-527) was a promi­
nent scholar of the Ch'eng shih [un and Mahiiparinirvti:r.ta Sutra affiliated 
with the temple Chuang-yen in Chien-k'ang.6 He is traditionally con­
sidered, along with Chih-tsang and Fa-yUn, one of the "three great 
Dharma-masters of the Liang period.'" His biography attributes to 
him a variety of treatises and commentaries totaling more than one 
hundred fascicles (T. 50, 463cll-12), but none are extant today. The 
only remaining hints of his work are two short exchanges with Prince 
Chao-ming on "The Two Truths" and "The DharTlUlltilya" preserved in 
the Kuang hung ming chi, from which no reliable conclusions can be 
drawn,S and the critical remarks in Chi-tsang's work such as the Ta 
ch'eng hsilan [un (T. 45, 15-77) and Erh ti i (T. 45, 77-115). The sub­
ject of the dharTlUlltilya does not concern us here, and we have discussed 
his exchange with Prince Chao-ming on the two truths in Chapter 3. 
Our only remaining source is Chi-tsang. 

In his writings on the two truths, namely the treatise "On the Mean­
ing of the Two Truths" (Erh ti i) and the chapter on the two truths in 
the Ta ch'eng hsilan [un, Chi-tsang first criticises the interpretation of 
the two truths by the Ch'eng shih [un scholars before presenting the 
San-Iun interpretation. First, at the beginning of the Ta ch'eng hsilan 
fun, Seng-min is quoted as saying that "The two truths refer to the 
superior realm wherein delusions are expelled, the true crossing for 
entering the Path" (T. 45, 15al8-19). He thus interprets the two truths 
as referring both to the ideal realm, or reality as it is known by one 
who has overcome all delusions, and as the teaching which leads one 
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to realize this truth. In the context of a discussion on the real truth 
and the fruit of Buddhahood, given the idea that the worldly truth is 
not beyond verbalization, Seng-min is quoted as saying that 

these two (the real truth and the fruit of Buddhahood) both 
transcend verbalization. The fruit of Buddhahood appears out­
side the context of the two truths, therefore it transcends ver­
balization. The real truth is originally and inherently empty. It 
is not covered by the tetralemma and it transcends a hundred 
negations, therefore it transcends verbalization. 

[T. 45, 17al3-15] 

It is implied that by contrast the mundane truth consists of conven­
tional existence which can be verbalized, while the real truth cannot 
be fit into any verbal or conceptual category such as the four logical 
options of "a, not-a, both, or neither." This position is criticized by 
Chi-tsang, who claims that worldly truth also transcends verbalization. 

In the Erh ti i section which discusses the various theories concern­
ing the unity of the two truths, Seng-min is said to posit the identity 
of the two truths in the sense that they are "not differentiated" :;P,.. 
Chi-tsang presents Seng-min's position as follows: 

That which is conditioned and conventional is not different 
from emptiness; therefore the mundane is identical with the real. 
That which is negated by means of the tetralemma 1JLl~, which 
is synonymous with the non-substantiality of all things) is not dif­
ferent from existence (yu); therefore the real is identical with the 
mundane. 

Although the mundane is identical with the real, it ultimately 
has name and form ~f!l and should not be said to be without 
name and form. Although the real is identical with the mundane, 
it is without name and form and should not be said to have name 
and form. Therefore the two truths are identical in the sense that 
they are not differentiated. 

[T. 45, 105a17-20] 

In his criticism Chi-tsang correctly points out that it is contradic­
tory for Seng-min to posit the identity and non-differentiation of con­
ditioned conventional existence and the real truth, and emptiness and 
the mundane truth, yet claim that ultimately the mundane realm has 
name and form while the real has no name and form. If the real and 
the mundane are identical, then having name and form and not hav­
ing name and form should be identical (T. 45, l05b9-28). 
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It is always dangerous to judge a man merely on the basis of his 
critic's assessment, for Chi-tsang may be setting up a straw man. N ever­
theless Seng-min appears to posit two separate realms, the mundane 
which has name and form and can be verbalized, in contrast to the 
real which is beyond name and form. Somehow, according to Seng­
min, these two truths are identical and undifferentiated. If the two 
truths are identical, however, then we must search elsewhere for a 
clearer definition of their identity. The few fragments of Seng-min's 
thoughts which are available to us are insufficient on their own to 
draw any significant conclusions . 

••••• 
Chih-tsang of the K'ai-shan ssu 00 ff~~a (458-522) was another 
prominent scholar of the Ch'eng shih lun and MahilParinirvar;za Satra, 
famous for his lectures on Buddhist doctrine.9 His biography states 
that he lectured and wrote commentaries on the Prajiiiiparamita Satras, 
Mahaparinirvar;za Satra, Lotus Satra, Dafabhamika Satra, Suvarr;zaprabhiisa 
S1ltra, Ch'eng shih lun, Sata StIstra, and the Abhidharmahrdaya Sastra (T. 
50, 467b25-27), but none of these commentaries survive. Once again 
we must rely on passages attributed to Chih-tsang as quoted by other 
scholars, especially Chi-tsang. In this case we are more fortunate than 
in the case of Seng-min, for Chih-tsang is quoted by Chi-tsang with 
greater regularity. His position is also treated as more acceptable than 
that of Seng-min. 

Let us first take a look at the passages where Chih-tsang's position 
is given along with that ofSeng-min. At the beginning of the Ta ch'eng 
hsaan lun Chih-tsang's interpretation of the two truths is summarized 
as follows: 

The two truths are the fundamental meaning of reality [dharma­

tal; the ultimate principle of non-dual, unitary reality. 
[T. 45, 15aI7-18] 

Here Chih-tsang emphasizes the unity of the two truths as the final, 
or ultimate, expression of a single reality, thus avoiding the identi­
fication of the two truths with two separate realms. In the context of 
a discussion on the real truth and the fruit of Buddhahood, given the 
idea that the worldly truth is not beyond verbalization, Chih-tsang is 
quoted as saying: 
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The real truth transcends verbalization, but the fruit of Bud­
dhahood does not transcend verbalization. Since the principle 
of the real truth transcends the tetralemma and the hundred 
negations, it transcends verbalization. Since the fruit of Bud­
dhahood is the worldly truth, it does not transcend verbaliza-
tion. 

[T. 45, 17a15-17] 

I do not understand what Chih-tsang means by saying that the fruit 
of Buddhahood is the worldly truth (unless he means that since 
Buddhahood is realized within this world it is thus included in the 
worldly truth), but the main point here is that the real truth is beyond 
verbalization. In this sense it is the same position as that taken by 
Seng-min, and is criticized by Chi-tsang in the same way, that both 
the mundane and real truths. are beyond verbal explanation and con­
ceptual understanding (T. 45, 17bl3-15, c3-4). 

In the Erh ti i section which discusses the various theories concern­
ing the unity of the two truths, Chih-tsang's position is presented as 
follows: 

Conventional [existence] has no self essence; it arises but has no 
Being. Therefore the mundane is identical with the real. The 
real has no [substantive] essence but is conventionaly existent, 
therefore the real is identical with the mundane. The mundane 
is identical with the real; there is no existence apart from non­
existence. The real is identical with the mundane; there is no 
non-existence apart from existence. Therefore they [the two 
truths] are non-dual yet two; the Middle Path is identical with 
the two truths. They are two yet non-dual; the two truths are 
identical with the Middle Path. 

[T. 32, 105a20-23] 

Here again the two truths are discussed in terms ofyu and wu, deny­
ing the meaning ofyu as substantive Being yet affirming convention­
al existence as chiao Chih-tsang, to his credit, goes beyond identifying 
yu with the mundane truth and wu with the real truth and emphasizes 
their unity in the Middle Path. In fact in a later section of the Erh ti 
i Chi-tsang summarizes the position of "Fourteen Masters" concern­
ing the essence il of the two truths into three positions, the last and 
best of which is Chih-tsang's theory of the Middle Path as the essence 
of the two truths (T. 32, l07cl2fl). The Ta ch'eng hsilan lun also con­
tains a similar summary of the theories concerning the essence of the 
two truths into five theories, the last and best of which is Chih-tsang's 
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theory ofthe Middle Path as the essence of the two truths (T. 45, 19a6-
18). Let us now examine these theories (see Tokiwa 1979, 330-337; 
Hirai 1976,575-581). 

First, in the Ta ch'eng hsUan lun the theories concerning the essence 
of the two truths are summarized into five theories as follows: 

Existence I)u] as essence and emptiness as function. In this 
case the worldly truth is identified with yu, and the practitioner 
must ''break'' yu in order to realize emptiness. One does not real­
ize yu by means of emptiness, therefore yu is more fundamental * and emptiness is peripheral * .10 

Emptiness as essence and existence I)u] as function. In this 
case emptiness is recognized as the fundamental principle of 
reality. All worldly dharmas arise because they are empty of sub­
stantial Being. Therefore emptiness is fundamental and yu is 
peripheral. 

The two truths each have their own essence. The essence of 
the worldly truth is conventional existence, and the essence of 
the real truth is the lack of marks or conventional existence as 
being empty of substantial Being. 

The two truths have a single essence, but are different in mean­
ing. These two truths are one reality, but from the perspective 
of yu this one reality is called the mundane truth, and from the 
perspective of emptiness this one reality is called the real truth. 
It is only in their functional sense ffl that they are two. 

Finally, the Middle Path is the essence of the two truths. The 
two truths are non-dual yet two; this clarifies the reality of the 
two truths as an identity. The two truths are two yet non-dual; 
this establishes the meaning of the Middle Path. 

Chi-tsang criticises the first four positions as positing two separate 
realms for the two truths, but seems to accept the fifth position which 
is attributed to Chih-tsang (T. 45, 19b3-6). He does raise the question 
as to whether or not the Middle Path is included in or something apart 
from the two truths, and Chih-tsang is said to explain that "Ultimate­
ly it is one, nameless, and without marks; it is included in the two 
truths." Thus for Chih-tsang the Middle Path is not a third element 
outside of the two truths, but the integrating factor which reveals the 
ultimate unity of the two truths. 

Chi-tsang continues by pointing out that "there is only one real 
truth which is expediently explained as two, as there is orily one vehicle 
which is expediently explained as three" (T. 45, 19b13-14). Here he 
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summarizes the five theories with regard to the tetralemma: 

The first case is that of existence [ju], the second case is that of 
non-existence [wu], the third and fourth cases that of both ex­
istence and non-existence, and the fifth case is that of neither 
existence nor non-existence. 

[T. 45, 19b15-16] 

In this sense Chih-tsang rejects all five theories because, as we shall 
see in our next chapter, he develops a fourfold two-truths theory which 
goes beyond the tetralemma and the contrasting of existence and non­
existence. Nevertheless he supports the fifth theory of the Middle Path 
as the essence ofthe two truths by quoting texts supporting this theory. 
It is interesting that in this context he first quotes the Millamadhyamaka­
kilrikil 24:18, the basis for Chih-i's threefold truth. Chi-tsang identifies 
the first phrase, "All things which arise though causation," with the 
mundane truth; the second phrase "identical with emptiness" is iden­
tified with the real truth; the third phrase on conventional names is 
ignored; and the fourth phrase on "the meaning of the Middle Path" 
is identified as the essence (T. 45, 19b 18-20). 

Chi-tsang also quotes the Jin wang ching concerning "the truth of 
existence, the truth of non-existence, and the supreme truth of the 
Middle Path" and thus recognizes the presence of a "third truth," but 
chooses to retain the form of the two truths. II As for Chih-tsang and 
his theory of the Middle Path as the essence of the two truths, this 
will be discussed further after examining the summary of this subject 
in the Erh ti i. 

In the Erh ti i (T. 45, 107cl2-108a) Chi-tsang summarizes the posi­
tion of "Fourteen Masters" concerning the essence of the two truths 
into three basic theories: 

1. The two truths are one in essence =~fff-tl. This position is inter­
preted in three ways: 

The real truth as the essence. This position has two variations. The first 
emphasizes that emptiness is the fundamental principle or truth of 
reality, because all dharmas are fundamentally or inherently empty 
of substantial Being. Yu is not inherent in reality, therefore the real 
truth (= emptiness) is the essence of the two truths. The second var­
iation emphasizes the identification of yu with the mundane truth. 
Since the mundane truth must be denied in order to realize what is 
real, the real truth is the essence of the two truths. 

The mundane truth as the essence. This position also emphasizes yu as 
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the mundane truth, and that it is necessary to deny this mundane 
truth in order to realize what is real. If one cannot deny and "destroy" 
jJT the mundane, then one cannot attain the real. Since the mundane 
comes first and is the content of what must be overcome in order to 
realize what is real, therefore the mundane truth is the essence of the 
two truths. 

Both the mundane and the real together as the essence. This is a combina­
tion of the above two positions. It emphasizes that existence (yu) is 
fundamentally or inherently empty of substantial Being, so in that 
sense the real is the essence of the mundane and the mundane is the 
phenomenal "functioning" ffl of the real. However, the mundane must 
be "destroyed" in order to realize the real, so in that sense the real is 
the "function" of the mundane and the mundane is the essence of the 
real. Therefore both the real and the mundane are the essence and 
function of each other. 

The issue is confused somewhat, here and above, by use of the Chi­
nese thought pattern of essence g and function m . Chi-tsang adds 
that these three interpretations were developed by Chih-tsang's fol­
lowers, but that Chih-tsang himself originally favored the interpreta­
tion that the real was the essence of the two truths. 

2. The two truths have a different essence =~*Jf,m . The essence of the 
mundane truth is the three kinds of conventional existence: conven­
tional existence as causally arisen, continuity, and relativity. The es­
sence of the real truth is the transcendence of conceptualization and 
verbalization since it cannot be comprehended within the logical limits 
of the tetralemma (a, not-a, both, neither; [6[~ ). In other words, the 
essence of the mundane is "verbal marks" 15 m , and the essence of 
the real is "lacking verbal marks" ~15m . 

3. The Middle Path is the essence of the two truths. This is the position 
finally adopted by Chih-tsang, who is quoted as saying that "Since the 
two truths are two yet non-dual, the two truths are identical with the 
Middle Path. Since they are non-dual yet two, the Middle Path is iden­
tical with the two truths. Therefore the Middle Path is the essence of 
the two truths" (T. 45, I08a4-6). The two truths as "two" emphasizes 
the conventional distinction between the two truths, yet fundamentally 
they are part of one reality which is non-dual, the Middle Path. This 
theory is expanded into the theory of the three kinds of Middle Path 
=*ir:J=tJi: 

a. The Middle Path of the worldly, or mundane, truth. This third category 
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includes three variations. First. the worldly truth is not nothingness 
(wu) because it contains the potential causes for realizing the fruit of 
Buddhahood and the principle of reality. It is not substantial Being 
(yu) because there is no substantial fruit which is attained. This is the 
Middle Path of causation ~* = 1ZSl.Ql(; (first of three kinds of conven­
tional existence) which means that dharmas are neither Being nor 
nothing- ness. It is thus the middle in the sense of denying the duality. 
or two extremes. of yu and "WU. 

Second. the worldly truth is not eternal because dharmas are con­
standy perishing; on the other hand it is not nihilistic or completely 
annihilated because there is continuity. This is the Middle Path of 
conventional existence as continuity ma (second kind of convention­
al existence) which means that dharmas are neither eternal nor com­
pletely annihilated. It is the middle in the sense of denying the duality. 
or two extremes. of eternalism and annihilationism. 

Third. the worldly truth as the Middle Path of relativity t§#f (the 
third kind of conventional existence). This is the middle in the sense 
of denying the duality. or two extremes. of unity and differentiation. 

As Fukushima K~sai points out, this analysis of conventional exis­
tence in three parts is "a metaphysical theory of the phenomenal world 
which analyzes it into its ontological (causal arising). temporal (con­
tinuity). and logical (relativity) aspects. Thus. although the mundane 
phenomenological world is 'real.' it is only a conventional. temporary 
reality" (1976. 20). Chi-tsang criticized this formulation by pointing 
out that this so-called "conventional existence" properly understood 
is no different from. and ultimately identical with. "true reality." This 
criticism is justified insofar as th<; two truths are meant to refer to one 
integrated reality. Nevertheless it is significant that the Ch'eng shih lun 
scholars attempted to interpret this reality from the perspective of. or 
with emphasis on, this mundane conventional existence. In this sense 
the analysis of the Middle Path of the worldly truth is a major contri­
bution of the Ch'eng shih lun scholars. 

b. The Middle Path of the Teal truth. This refers to the real truth as 
neither existence nor non-existence. 

c. The Middle Path of the hannony of the two truths. This refers to the 
Middle Path as that which clarifies the harmony of the two truths as 
neither merely the real truth nor the mundane truth. This is differ­
ent from the Middle Path of the real truth which consists of neither 
existence nor non-existence in that it is neither merely the real truth 
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nor the mundane truth, but a harmony of the two. No further ex­
planation is given but one assumes that one has reached the point 
where language is no longer adequate (T. 45, 108alO-20). 

In this theory of the three kinds of Middle Path, Chih-tsang has 
neatly incorporated the three kinds of conventional existence from 
the Ch'eng shih lun with the Middle Path doctrine and the two truths 
to provide an explanation of the unity of the two truths in one reality 
which is not adequately described by the contrasting duality of exis­
tence and non-existence or non-Being and nothingness. He makes 
many of the same points as in Chih-i's threefold truth, such as the 
harmony of the two truths in the Middle Path and the unity of the 
two truths in a proper understanding of the meaning of convention­
al existence and emptiness. Chih-tsang's positive emphasis on conven­
tional existence (chia), not as illusory phenomena which needs to be 
denied but as a positive interpretation of the meaning of emptiness 
which is to be incorporated into the Middle Path, makes him a wor­
thy precursor to Chih-i and the development of the threefold truth. 

Conclusion 

What, in sum, was the contribution of the Ch'eng shih lun and the Ch'eng 
shih lun scholars to the two truths controversy of 5th and 6th century 
Chinese Buddhism? First of all. it should be pointed out that it is not 
entirely accurate to refer to men such as Seng-ming and Chih-tsang 
as merely Ch'eng shih lun scholars, for they were well versed in all the 
Buddhist texts prevalent in the China of their day, particularly the 
MahtipariniTVii:~ SatTa. Nevertheless they were proponents of the point 
of view expressed in the Ch'eng shih lun, namely the positive interpreta­
tion of emptiness and the emphasis on sa7flvrtisatya and conventional 
existence. This approach played a key role in the development of 
Mahayana Buddhism which took root in China. 

Chi-tsang vehemently criticized the Ch'eng shih lun and Ch'eng shih 
lun scholars, branding them as "Hlnayanistic." Insofar as they inter­
preted the two truths as separate realities, or tended to interpret the 
two truths in terms of essence and function or yu and UfU, Chi-tsang's 
criticisms were amply justified. Nevertheless Chih-tsang's formulations, 
particularly his analysis of the three kinds of Middle Path which at­
tempts to avoid the dualities of essence and function, yu and UfU, and 
eternalism and annihilationism, present an integrated and consistent 
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interpretation of the two truths which contains many of the elements 
which were finally synthesized by Chih-i in his threefold truth. These 
elements include the ideas ofthe ultimate integration ofthe two truths 
in the Middle Path, the positive evaluation of conventional existence, 
and transcendence of the duality and false paradox of yu and wu. The 
contribution of the Ch'eng shih lun scholars was to show that the mun­
dane truth was not merely something to be negated in light of"empti­
ness" which is the real truth, but is a necessary counterbalance to the 
mere negation of phenomenal reality as "Being." 



Chapter 7 

The Sanlun Critiques 

A final area which deserves attention before discussing Chih-i's 
threefold truth itself is the Sanlun tradition. After seven years 

of practice under Hui-ssu on Mt. Ta-su, Chih-i left his master in 567 
and went to the Ch'en capital of Chin-ling 1eJ~ . Here he gave lec­
tures and mixed with many of the eminent monks and scholars of his 
day, including Ch'eng shih lun and Sanlun scholars. These included Fa­
lang r~ft~ ,I a prominent scholar of the four Madhyamikan treatises2 

and the master of Chi-tsang. These Sanlun scholars were beginning 
to attack the teachings or interpretations ofthe Ch'eng shih lun scholars. 
The movement was successfully systematized by Chi-tsang and is often 
referred to as the "New Sanlun School."s 

Chih-i undoubtedly had many opportunities to discuss and debate 
the issues· of the day, including the two truths, with scholars of San­
lun bent. When Chih-i retired from the capital to Mt. Tien-t'ai in 575 
to contemplate and to restructure his philosophy, the problematics 
which formed the background and basis for his speculations must have 
been heavily colored by Sanlun formulations. This retreat of many 
years at Mt. Tien-t'ai provided the basis for Chih-i's most important 
work, the lectures he gave upon leaving Mt. Tien-t'ai which were 
compiled by Kuan-ting into the Fa hua wen cha, Fa hua hsl1an i, and 
Mo ho chih kuan. It is not an exaggeration to say that Chih-i's philos­
ophy as presented in his central works was formulated in response to 
the problems discussed by the Sanlun (and Ch'eng shih lun) scholars in 
Chin-ling. 

Chi-tsang (549-623), the systematizer of the Sanlun tradition, was 
a younger contemporary of Chih-i. In fact, these two prominant rep­
resentatives of Sui Buddhism corresponded a number of times near 
the time of Chih-i's death, but Chih-i was unable to fulfill Chi-tsang's 
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request to visit the Chia-hsiang ssu iliIi$:# and lecture on the Lotus 
Satra.4 Recently some Japanese scholars have suggested that Chih-i, 
or the works attributed to Chih-i, borrow much from Chi-tsang's in­
terpretation of the Lotus Satra, but given the fact that Chih-i was the 
elder of the two it is unlikely that he relied on Chi-tsang's work as an 
authority.5 Nevertheless Chi-tsang's work is the most accessible for ex­
amining the Sanlun interpretation of the two truths.6 

We will first take a close look at a passage from Chi-tsang's Chung 
kuan lun shu (T. 42, 29a-c), with its sub-commentary by the Japanese 
monk Ancho (T. 65, 92c-96b), which discusses pre-Chi-tsang trends 
in interpreting the two truths. Finally we will briefly examine Chi­
tsang's theory of the four levels of the two truths as representative of 
Sanlun teachings. 

Pre-Chi-tsang Interpretations of the Two Truths 
as seen in Chi-tsang's Chung Kuan Lun Shu 

The Chung kuan lun shu 9='IlUiiiiijft, Chi-tsang's commentary on the 
MUlamadhyamakakii:rikii,' contains a brief outline of the various inter­
pretations of the two truths and other early trends in Chinese Bud­
dhism (T. 42, 27c-29c). Chi-tsang's brief comments are expanded in 
a sub-commentary by the Japanese scholar Ancho 'ti:~~ (763-814)8 
called the Charon sOOki $~iiiiijft~E, (T. 65, 1-247). This work provides us 
with some information concerning two truth theories in and before 
Chi-tsang and Chih-i's day. The section on various early trends in Chi­
nese Buddhism (T. 42, 29a-c) follows a section in which Chi-tsang dis­
cusses the interpretation of the two truths by Ch'eng shih lun scholars 
and then presents his theory of the four levels of two truths. 

We will first examine the early trends and then Chi-tsang's formula­
tion of the Four Levels of the Two Truths. The early trends are pre­
sented in three (often overlaping) groups: the "Three Schools" ~ ~ , 
the "Seven Trends" -t* or "Six Schools" ~~ , and the Treatise on 
Three Theses (San-tsung lun ~*~iiii) by an eminent layman named Chou­
yung mJM 9 (see Chart 4). 

THE "THREE SCHOOLS" ~ ~ 

The first trends discussed by Chi-tsang are the "Three Schools," the 
same as those mentioned by Seng-chao in his essay on sunyata (T. 42, 
152).10 They are listed by Ancho as the School of Original Non-Being 
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*~* , the School of (Emptiness) Identical with Form ~D"@'* , and 
the School of Mental Non-Existence -r}~*. These three schools over­
lap with the first four of the "Seven lfends" in the second section, 
and only "Original Non-Being" is discussed here. 

"Original Non-Being" is a position attributed to Tho-an (312-385), 
which Chi-tsang describes as follows: 

Non-Being existed before [the present state of] myriad trans­
formations, emptiness came at the beginning of all forms. People 
become mired in the later [state of] Being. If the mind is entrusted 
to Original Non-Being, then one's various thoughts will come 
to an end. 

[f. 42, 29a5-7] 

This seems to suggest that the phenomenal world of our present 
experience emerged from some sort of primordial nothingness (or 
state beyond Being and Non-Being), and that ideally one can return 
to this original state by putting an end to our mental activity. AnchO 
expands on this subject and identifies its source by quoting from a lost 
text of Tao-an called the Treatise on Original Non-Being "*~~iiIi : 

When the Tathagata appeared in the world he propagated 
his teaching by means of "Original Non-Being." Therefore the 
vast collection ofSOtras all clarify the Original Non-Being of the 
five aggregates .... Non-Being existed originally before [this 
world of] transformations, and emptiness came at the beginning 
of all forms. People become mired in the later [state of] Being. 
If the mind is entrusted to Original Non-Being, then one's var­
ious thoughts will come to an end. 

[f. 65, 92c16--20] 

AncM then gives a biogra"phical sketch of Tao-an, which ends with 
the intriguing statement that "The real truth is the origin "* of the 
mundane truth, therefore it is said that 'Non-Being existed original­
ly before [this world of] transformations' " (T. 65, 92c29-93al). This 
implies an identification of paramarthasatya with the primordial (and 
more real) state which is beyond the categories of Being and Non­
Being, and sa1flvrtisatya with this phenomenal world of transformations 
which somehow emerged from this amorphous "Original Non-Being." 

The discussion then advances to the next category of the "Seven 
lfends," where a variant of "Original Non-Being" is discussed again, 
along with the remaining two of the "Three Schools." 
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THE SEVEN TRENDS (SIX SCHOOLS) 

Immediately after referring to Tho-an's definition of "Original Non­
Being" as quoted above, Chi-tsang quotes Seng-jui fl. (352-436)11 
to the effect that "The practice of matching terms ~. 12 is a round­
about way which is in opposition to the original (meaning); those of 
the six schools are one-sided and have not yet realized identity" (T. 
42, 29a7-8).18 The section which follows discusses the positions of these 
"Six Schools." Ancho points out that what is referred to here as the 
"Six Schools" are the same as the so-called "Seven Trends" (minus one 
of the variant schools of "Original Non-Being").14 "Original Non­
Being" is discussed here in more detail, but it is not clear whether this 
is meant as an expansion of the above discussion on "Original N on­
Being," or is meant as a variant ofthe "Original Non-Being" position. 

1 & 2. "Original Non-being". Chi-tsang first points out that Tho-an's 
position is best exemplified by the term "nature-emptiness" 11:.~ . In 
other words, "All dharmas are originally by nature empty and quies­
cent, therefore they are called 'Original Non-Being' " (T. 42, 29alO-
11). Chi-tsang points out that this interpretation is orthodox. This 
meaning of "Original Non-Being" is not different from the teachings 
of the vast SUtras and !Ilstras, KumarajIva, Seng-chao, and the Sanlun 
school.l~ A certain Dharma Master ?~iitlili 16 is quoted as saying: 

"Original Non-Being" refers to the Non-Being which existed 
previous to the existence of visible formal phenomena tsii [rupa­
dharma]; therefore existence [or Being-yu] emerged from Non­
Being (wu). 

[T. 42. 29a12-14] 

In other words, Non-Being existed before Being, and Being exists 
after N on-Being, therefore it is called "Original N on-Being." Chi-tsang 
points out that this is the position criticized by Seng-chao in his essay 
on !ilnyattl (See chapter 2; T. 45, 152a), and that it is incompatible with 
the teachings of the SUtras and!astras. He then undertakes a Madhya­
mikan analysis of this position by pointing out that if Non-Being ex­
isted before Being, then N on-Being could not be the original or 
fundamental nature *'11: of Being, because according to Madhyamikan 
logic, if B arises from or after A, the two are not the same and can­
not be connected, and if A and B arise together, then they are the 
same thing and to say that one arises after the other has no meaning. 
Chi-tsang illustrates this with a quote from the PaflcavifTlJati-stlhasrikil-
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;ro,jfUJpilramitll SatTa: "If dharmas are first existent (yu) and later non­
existent (wu), then all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas still have faults. If 
they are first non-existent and later existent, they again have faults."17 

The logic of this passage escapes my full comprehension, but I be­
lieve its intent is to say that insurmountable logical and philosophical 
problems are unavoidable if the categories of Being and N on-Being, 
or existence and non-existence, are considered to temporally follow 
one after the other. 

Chi-tsang closes the discussion by saying that this interpretation of 
"Original Non-Being" is unacceptable (T. 42, 29aI2-18). In this way 
he accepts the orthodoxy of the "Original N on-Being" position if"N on­
Being" means emptiness-the lack of substantial Being as with Tho­
an-but rejects the position of "Original Non-Being" if it refers to a 
primordial state of Non-Being which somehow existed temporally be­
fore, and later gave rise to, the phenomenal existence of this world. 

Anch~ covers the same ground in more detail. He adds a quote 
from another lost text, the Shan men hsiJ.an i LlJr'~f'l,18 which is of 
direct relevance to our discussion. The quote is from the "Chapter on 
the Two Truths": 

Chu Fa-shen says that for all dharmas to be originally non­
existent *_ , hollow, and formless is the truth of supreme mean­
ing (paramii:rthasatya). The arising of the myriad phenomena is 
called the worldly truth (S41f1vrtisatya). Therefore the Buddha 
answered the Brahmin, "The four elements arise from empti-
ness. .. 

[T. 65, 93b5-7] 

Since this work is lost and we cannot check the context, the mean­
ing is not entirely clear. However, it is clear that paramiITthasatya is 
identified with wu and sa1flvrtisatya with ,", a problematic approach 
which we have discussed above. In fact the "Original Non-Being" posi­
tion seems to discuss Buddhist issues in general in terms of," and wu, 
which is acceptable, as Chi-tsang points out, only if wu is reinterpreted 
in terms of !Qn,atll. 

3 (2). Identical with Visible Form. The trend of interpreting emptiness 
as identical with visible form gO fg 19 is said to have two variations. The 
first is the meaning of "identical with visible form" as interpreted 
"within the passes," in the Chang-an area. This interpretation says 
that the phrase "form as it is, is empty" gpfg:JE~ means that form, or 
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visible matter, has no substantive self-nature. Chi-tsang adds that this 
position is criticized by Seng-chao because it does not go one step fur­
ther to say that form as it is, is by its inherent nature *11: empty (T. 
42, 29al9-22). 

The second variation of this position is attributed to Chih Tao-lin 
~~f* (314--366).20 Chi-tsang says that this position interprets the 
phrase "form as it is, is empty" as describing true reality .f~ without 
destroying existence as conventional designation (T. 42, 29a22-24). 
With Hurvitz, I fail to see how this is different from the first varia­
tion, nor do I find this in variance with Mahliylina teaching.21 Chi­
tsang also accepts this interpretation, saying that it is not different 
from Tho-an's interpretation of all things as "originally by nature (in­
herently) empty" *11:~ . 
4 (3). Mental Negation. This position, which Hurvitz translates as "Men­
tal Disengagement" (1975a, p. 370) is not as orthodox as the previous 
position. Chi-tsang attributes this position to a certain Dharma Master 
wen mi~m ,22 and then defines "Mental Negation" as referring to 
the idea that: 

the mind is negated with regard to myriad phenomena, but the 
myriad things are not non-existent. The meaning of this inter­
pretation is that when the Sutras teach that all dharmas are 
empty, this means that one should seek physically and mental­
ly to consider them vain and not be attached to them. There­
fore this is called "negation." This does not mean that outer 
phenomena are empty, or that the phenomenal objects are empty. 

[T. 42, 29a25-28] 

In other words, one should empty the mind of conceptual thoughts 
and images concerning phenomena, but this does not mean that 
phenomena have no objective existence outside the mind. Chi-tsang 
points to Seng-chao's criticism of this position, namely that the merit 
of this position is in the calming of the spirit, but its fault lies in its 
failure to see the emptiness of phenomenal things (t 45, 171c). Chi­
tsang adds his own criticism: 

This position knows the emptiness of the mind, but admits the 
existence of phenomenal things. This construction has merit and 
fault. 

[T. 42, 29a29-bI] 

That is, it is correct in trying to negate or overcome conceptual 
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thoughts, but is incorrect in affirming objective existence for pheno­
menal things. 

Once again Ancho adds details. He quotes from Dharma Master 
Wen's lost work, the Treatise on Mental Negation and the Two Truths .c.' 
~=.W~~ :23 

That which exists (yu) has form jf~ . That which has no exis­
tence (wu) has no image it . That which has form cannot be 
non-existent (wu), and that which has no image cannot be exis­
tent (yu). However, the Sutras say that visible matter [mpa] has 
no Being (wu). This merely refers to the cessation of thought, 
and does not mean that external visible matter is empty. 

As for the two truths: 

Reflection on the existence of visible matter is the mundane 
truth, and mental negation is the real truth. 

rr. 65, 94b10-13] 

This position stumbles once again over the imprecise and ambiguous 
use of yu and wu. It does not recognize that the meaning of yu in the 
case of "that which exists has form" is a different sense of the word 
than wu in the case of "visible matter has no Being." 

The two are not opposites, a mistaken impression which leads one 
to try and reconcile the apparent contradiction, but are actually 
synonymous. The first yu refers to conventional, causally co-arising 
existence, which has no substantial Being; the second wu is a denial 
of substantial Being itself. This position of "Mental Negation" tries to 
solve this false paradox by shifting the "negation" to the mental plane 
while affirming the un clarified existence of external phenomena. 

This approach also seems to interpret emptiness as non-existence 
(wu), and thus correctly denies the "emptiness" (nothingness) of 
phenomena. If it recognized the correct meaning of emptiness and 
the double meaning of," (as causally arising non-substantial existence, 
or as substantial Being) and- wu (as a denial of substantial Being, or as 
nothingness), it could safely affirm both the importance of negating 
conceptual thoughts to achieve enlightenment and the emptiness (non­
substantiality) of visible matter or phenomenal things.24 

5. Onl, Consciousness. This position is attributed to Yii Fa-k'ai =Fi*M 
(306?-365).25 Ancho identifies Chi-tsang's description of this position 
as a quote from Yii Fa-k'ai's lost Treatise on the Deluded Consciousness 
and the Two Truths ~~=.am~~ as quoted in the Shan men hsilan i: 
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This triple world is a dwelling for a long night. Mental con­
sciousness is the subject of a great dream. If one awakens to the 
fundamental emptiness of this triple world, deluded con­
sciousness will be expended. 

[f. 65, 94c22] 

Chi-tsang continues the description: 

The assembly of existents which is perceived now are all per­
ceptions in a dream. If one awakens from the great dream after 
dawn brightens this long night, then delusions are overturned, 
the deluded consciousness is extinguished, and the triple world 
is seen to be empty. At that time there is no place from which 
anything arises, yet no place which has no arising. 

[T. 42, 29b4-7] 

Chi-tsang criticizes this simple idealism, or complete denial of ob­
jective existence and reality, by claiming: 

If this is true, then when one experiences the great awaken­
ing he will not perceive any of the myriad phenomena, and the 
worldly truth is lost. What, then, is perceived by the Tathagata's 
five kinds of eyes E.~ ?26 

[T. 42, 29b7-8] 

In other words, what is truly perceived by the Buddha with his per­
fect perception is not an illusion, but real. 

6. Magical IUusions. This position is attributed to a certain Dharma 
Master Yi ~7*$iJi .rr Ancho identifies Chi-tsang's description of this 
position as a quote from Tho-yi's Treatise on the Spirit and the Two Truths 
jjiIfI=~~ifB as quoted in the Shan men hsilan i: 

All dharmas are the same as magical illusions. Because they 
are the same as magical illusions they are called the "worldly 
truth." The mind and spirit -r.,~ are real and not empty; this is 
the (truth of) supreme meaning. If the spirit is empty, then to 
whom are the teachings given, and who cultivates the Path to 
advance from an ignorant state and attain Sagehood? Therefore 
it should be known that the spirit is not empty. 

[T. 65,95a4-7] 

This position is thus the opposite of "Mental Negation"; it complete­
ly denies any external reality and affirms the continuous and ultimate 
reality of the mind, or spirit, which sounds suspiciously like an eter­
nal soul. As Hurvitz points out, the positions of both "Consciousness 
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Only" and "Magical Illusion" appear to be saying the same thing. Chi­
tsang criticizes this position as follows: 

A Sutra28 says that the actions of magical illusions have no 
good or evil retributive value. If all dharmas are the same as 
magical illusions, then what difference is there between a real 
person and an illusory person? Also, the Sutras borrow [the no­
tion of] nothingness to destroy [the notion of substantive] reality. 
When [the notion of substantive] reality is gone, then it puts 
away [the notion of] nothingness. [This position of "Magical Il­
lusion"] does not recognize this meaning of the Sutras. 

[T. 42, 29b12-13] 

Thus Chi-tsang rejects both the one-sided affirmation of mental ac­
tivity and denial of external reality (the standpoints of "Magical Il­
lusion" and "Only Consciousness") and the one-sided denial of mental 
illusion and affirmation of external objective existence (the standpoint 
of "Mental Negation"). 

7. Confluence of Conditions. This position is attributed to YU Tho-sui 
-=f~ii .29 Chi-tsang describes this position as follows: "Existence due 
to the confluence of conditions is called the worldly truth. The iden­
tity with non-Being due to the scattering of conditions (i.e., since con­
ditions do not continue but scatter and end, there is no substantial 
Being), is called the truth of supreme meaning" (T. 42, 29bl 3-1 4). 
AnchO identifies Chi-tsang's description of this position as being from 
Tao-sui's Treatise on the Two Truths as the Confluence of Conditions ~1l 
=a-m~~ , which is quoted in the Shan men hsilan i. He gives an expanded 
version: 

Existence due to the confluence of conditions is called the 
worldly [truth]. Non-Being due to analysis [of dharmas] is the 
real [truth]. It is like earth and wood being assembled to make 
a house. The house had no prior substance. It had a name but 
no reality. Therefore the Buddha said to Radha, "When the 
marks of visible form are extinguished, there is nothing to per-

. " celve. 
[T. 65, 95bl-4] 

In other words, phenomena consist of the coming together of various 
causes and conditions and have no underlying eternal Being. This 
sounds rather orthodox, but Chi-tsang criticizes this position: 

In a Sutra30 there is the teaching of true reality lIfW without 
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destroying that of conventional names. How then can one, by 
conjecturing the scattering of conditions, determine that (reality) 
is truly non-Being (wu)? Ifby conjecturing the scattering of con­
ditions one determines non-Being, this refers to the non-Being 
of mundane phenomena. 

[T. 42, 29bl6-17] 

I must confess that I do not understand the import of Chi-tsang's crit­
icism,:!!l unless he means to criticize an overly simplistic understanding 
of the two truths which identifies yu (as the confluence of conditions) 
with sa""vrtisatya and wu (as the lack of substantial Being due to the 
mere confluence and scattering of causes and conditions) with para­
miirthasatya. 

THE TREATISE ON THREE THESES 

The last group consists of "three theses" proposed in a work by a 
layman named Chou Yung.:!!2 Whalen Lai, based on the Nan Ch'i shu 
l¥i~., writes that "Chou Yung was a gentry Buddhist well honored 
by the emperor of the previous Sung dynasty. He was pious and learned 
and he tried to reform the emperor, not by abstract discussions of 
ming, names and li, or principles, but simply by retelling tales of kar­
mic retributions. A mountain hermit who dispensed with his wife's 
companionship, Chou Yung followed a vegetarian diet and mingled 
with such eminent monks as Fa-yun. He was said to value the prajM 
tradition, endorsing Sanlun and condemning Harivarman for his 
tedious 'enumerationism' (Vaibhli~ika style)" (1980, 142). Lai then 
quotes the Nan-Ch'i-shu: 

At the time in the capital there were masters who established 
various meanings of the two truths. Three schools existed, each 
espousing a different idea. Chou Yung authored the San-tsung 
lun :::::*~~ locating the thread that runs through the three schools. 

[1980,143] 

These three "schools" were described with three theses: "Convention­
al names are not empty" l'~1Flt ; "The emptying of conventional 
names" ~ffl1~ ; and "Conventional names are emptiness" ffl1~~ .:!I:!I 

This is all that remains extant of the San tsung lun, so we must rely 
on Chi-tsang and Ancho's comments for further clarification. 

Conventional Names are not Empty l'~ffl1t . Chi-tsang describes this 
position as follows: 
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When the Sutras speak of "the emptiness of visible form" this 
refers to its emptiness and lack ~~ of a true substantive nature 
tUf [svabluiva], therefore it is called "empty." It does not mean 
that conventional visible reality is empty [nothingness?]. Since 
the substantive nature is an empty nothingness, therefore it is 
called "empty." This is the real truth. The non-emptiness of con­
ventional reality is called the worldly truth. 
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[T. 42, 29b17-19] 

Ancho, as usual, gives more details. He quotes a work by a certain 
Hsien-liang U1t 54 called TM Treatise on Non-Emptiness and tM Two 
1'ruths -1'~=ajlfaiB • again from the Shan men hsaan i: 

A Sutra says the reality [saroa-dhanna] of conditioned co-aris­
ing is eternal in nature and form whether there is or is not a 
Buddha. How can one say that it is nothingness (wu)? Another 
Sutra says that all the dharmas are empty. This lack of a subject 
:=t [svabluiva] in all dharmas, an inner emptiness or lack ofa sub­
stantive subject. is called the worldly truth. This lack of a sub­
stantive subject in all dharmas itself is the real truth.35 This is 
the intent of the Ahhidharmikas who teach the two truths of 
phenomena • and reality II • the mundane truth as the three 
groups of unconditioned things -=-~~~ ,36 and the truth of 
supreme meaning as the sixteen truths +t,~JI .S7 

[T. 65, 95clO-15] 

This is all rather confusing. but it is clarified by the use of a meta­
phor/III that of a "meatless chestnut" il.fl~ .39 In the Erh ti i Chi-tsang 
explains this as follows: 

The two truths theory of the "rodent-gnawed chestnut" school 
[says]: The Sutra has elucidated that all forms are empty. This 
school takes that to mean that there is the absence of a perm­
anent nature to the form but there is not the absence of the 
form as such. This view is comparable to a chestnut gnawed 
[empty] by rodents. The meat inside is all gone. but the shell 
remains intact. The external is as it was. Therefore it is called 
"empty chestnut."-tO 

In other words. dharmas or phenomena have no eternal substan­
tive Being. but the outer shell of conventional existence does exist. 
Towards the end of the Erh ti i Chi-tsang describes this school's inter­
pretation of the two truths: 

The two truths of the "gnawed-chestnut" school are, that the 
worldly truth is that the nature of emptiness is not empty but 
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conventional, and the real truth is that of the nature of empti­
ness itself.41 

[T. 45, 115a4-6] 

Chi-tsang criticizes this school by quoting the MalamadhyamakakO:riltil 
and pointing out that both self-nature (svabhava) and the lack ofa self­
nature ~1'1 (asvabhilva) are empty. The verse he quotes from the Mala­
madhyamakaltilrikil is from Chapter 13, verse 3, of KumlirajIva's trans­
lation of the Chung-koon lun: 

All dharmas have differences, 
Therefore they are all without self-nature. 
The dharma of no-self-nature also lacks [self-nature] 
Because all dharmas are empty. 

rr. 30, 18a27-28] 

In other words, it is not enough to affirm the lack of a substantial 
Being in all dharmas; the "shell" of conventional reality is also empty. 
A correct understanding of "conventionally named things" would 
recognize their emptiness. Thus, the position of the "meatless chestnut" 
or that "conventional names are not empty," is inadequate.42 

TM Emptying of Conventional Names ~fI!11lr . Chi-tsang identifies this 
position as teaching that 

the worldly truth is that all dharmas arise through the confluence 
of conditions, and therefore have an essence. To analyze the con­
ditions and find that one cannot find any center is called the 
real truth.43 

[T. 42, 29b24-25] 

This thesis is represented by the metaphor of the "bobbing melon" 
'1i:1Ji. . Chi-tsang says that "the sunken melon is the real; the floating 
melon is the mundane" (T. 42, 29b26). In other words, the real truth 
is represented by the melon ofreality which has sunk beneath the sur­
face and disappeared, for it has no ultimate existence. The mundane 
truth is represented by the melon ofreality which bobs above the sur­
face and can be perceived as existing. 

Lai translates Chi-tsang's comments on this subject in the Ta ch'eng 
hsllan lun as follows: 

The second [school] negates provisional reality, seeing that 
the mundane truth [reality] in toto [chu-t'i "'111, the whole body] 
cannot be gained [independent of the highest truth). As a per­
son takes a "provisional reality" perspective, then the whole 
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reality is mundane. However, as he takes an "emptiness" perspec­
tive, the same is paro/martha. This is comparable to sinking a 
melon in water. Raise your hand and the melon in toto appears; 
this is the mundane truth [reality]. Push it down and the melon 
disappears; this is the highest truth [reality]. 

[f. 45, 24c7-11; Lai 1980, 148] 

109 

The problem with this position is that it tries to have its cake and 
eat it too. It attempts to recognize as valid both the floating and sink­
ing melon, both existence and non-existence, both the mundane and 
real truth, without dealing with the the nature of the melon (reality) 
itself and the relationship between the two states of the floating or 
sinking melon.44 Chi-tsang criticizes this position by arguing that 

to say that first there are conventional dharmas but that later 
these are "emptied" is to return to the position of "The Con­
fluence of Conditions. n4li Therefore it has the fault of "nothing­
ness due to the analysis and scattering [of dharmas]." 

rr. 42, 29b2~28] 

In other words, reality as emptiness is not merely a matter of analyz­
ing each component phenomenon and pointing out the lack of sub­
stantial Being in each dharma, a practice often attributed to the Ch'eng 
shih lun scholars. 

Conventional Names are Emptiness 1P1~ ~ . This position identifies the 
two aspects of conventional names and emptiness, and thus the com­
plete meaning of this phrase is that "Emptiness is Conventional Names 
and Conventional Names are Emptiness." Chi-tsang summarizes this 
position as teaching that "conventional names in themselves are iden­
tical with emptiness" (T. 42, 29b28-29). Chi-tsang claims that this was 
the position of Chou Yung,* but adds that Chou Yung bases it on 
Seng-chao's essay on emptiness. Seng-chao is quoted as follows: 

Although yu, yet wu. Although wu, yet yu. "Although yu, yet 
wu" is a denial of Being. "Although wu, yet yu" is a denial of 
nothingness. In this way, it is not that there is no thing, but that 
things are not true (substantial) things. If things are not true 
(substantial) things, in what way are they yet "things"? 

rr. 42, 29c1-3; 152c] 

Seng-chao is also quoted as saying that "things are not real [sub­
stantial) things, therefore they are conventional things. Since they are 
conventional things, therefore they are empty" (T. 42, 29c4-5). This 
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concludes Chi-tsang's presentation of the third position. 
No metaphor is given. This third thesis thus acts as a kind of syn­

thesis of the first two theses. The first thesis affirms the existence of 
conventional phenomena by denying their emptiness. The second 
thesis denies the first by affirming the emptiness of conventional 
phenomena. The third thesis resolves the tension between the first 
two by affirming the identity of conventional phenomena and empti­
ness. 

As Lai points out, this pattern anticipates Chih-i's threefold truth 
formulation of conventional existence, emptiness, and the Middle 
(1980, 151). The content is quite different, however, for in Chih-i's 
threefold truth, the identity of the three aspects are primary and in­
tegral to the formulation, whereas the three theses are a hierarchy 
which progresses from a mistaken denial of emptiness to the final 
identity of conventional phenomena and emptiness. In Chih-i's three­
fold truth, a correct understanding of conventional existence, empti­
ness and the Middle means realizing their simultaneous identity, 
whereas the three theses (or at least the first two) maintain a mistaken 
interpretation of conventional phenomena and emptiness. 

In other words, the first thesis of "Conventional Names are not 
Empty" is correct if the word "empty" here is used to mean nothing­
ness, but this is an inadequate understanding of ~anyatli. The second 
thesis of "The Emptying of Conventional Names" relies on realizing 
emptiness by means of the analysis of dharmas as lacking substantial 
Being, but this is a one-sided view of emptiness as merely the oppo­
site of Being, or relies on the analysis and "destruction" of dharmas to 
achieve emptiness when dharmas are actually empty just as they are. 
Thus, though the pattern anticipates the threefold truth of Chih-i, it 
still does not attain the sophistication of what Chih-i calls the "per­
fectly integrated threefold truth." 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Chi-tsang concludes this section by claiming: 

Tao-an's "Original Non-Being" *~ , Chih-tun's "Emptiness 
Identical with Visible Form" ~Pts, Chou Yung's "Conventional 
Names are Emptiness" fI!1~~, and Seng-chao's "Emptiness as 
Things Having No Real (Substance)" 1'JJj;~ , are all basically the 
same, and merely differ in expression. 

[T. 42, 29c8-lO] 
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However, as Hurvitz concludes (1975a, p. 377), the contents of all 
of these early schools, trends, or theses, are so vague that we cannot 
be certain what was meant by them or what was really taught by these 
various masters.47 For example, the numerous texts on the two truths 
quoted by Ancho from the lost Shan rrum hsilan i may not be texts at 
all. The so-called Treatise on the Two Truths as the Confluence of Condi­
tions attributed to Fa-sui and the so-called Treatise on the Two Truths and 
Non-Emptiness attributed to Hsien-liang may never have been actual 
texts but only "the arguments of Fa-sui concerning the two truths and 
the confluence of conditions" and "the arguments of Hsien-liang con­
cerning the two truths and non-emptiness.,,48 As Hurvitz notes (1975a, 
p.377): 

The ideas of the early "schools" are hazy in the extreme. For 
one thing, no one knows for certain how many schools there 
were, what their names were, what they taught, which per­
sonalities were most representative of them. For another, what 
is set forth in all seriousness as the conflicting views of two schools 
look-to our (my) eyes, at least-as two statements of the same 
position. When one comes to the San tsung [un, on the other 
hand, one seems to be dealing, at last, with three clearly de­
lineated views. (Whether these views were, in fact, held by dis­
tinct schools is a question that can never be answered ... ) 

I have examined these positions here to highlight the background 
or milieu in which Chih-i developed his threefold truth. We can see 
once again that the two truths were discussed in terms of yu and wu, 
although there was a growing awareness that emptiness is a more valid 
concept with which to resolve the issue. The earlier "Seven Trends" 
show a stronger obsession with yu and wu, sometimes utilizing the Chi­
nese concept of the original primordial nothingness, sometimes flirt­
ing with mental idealism, sometimes approaching the classic Mahayana 
Buddhist doctrine of the identity of emptiness and form. The three 
theses outlined by Chou Yung contain a triple dialectical pattern which 
anticipates Chih-i's threefold truth to a certain extent and includes 
the insightful recognition of the identity of conventional phenomena 
and emptiness. This was fruitful ground on which Chih-i could con­
struct a syncretic and comprehensive Chinese Madhyamikan philoso­
phical system. 
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Chi-tsang's Theory of 
the Four Levels of the Two Truths 

Chi-tsang's writings on the topic of the two truths are vast and com­
plex, and include all or large parts of such works as the Erh ti i =ali 
• (T. 45, 77-115), Chung kuan lun shu '*'.U~~ (T. 42, 1-169) and 
the Ta ch'eng hsaan lun *~::t~iili (T. 45, 1-77). I cannot do full justice 
to Chi-tsang's analysis and insights in the short space available here, 
but will examine his theory of the four levels of the two truths as rep­
resentative of the Sanlun teaching concerning the two truths.49 

Chi-tsang's earlier writings, specifically his treatise on the two truths 
called Erh ti i, teach a formulation called the "three levels of two truths" 
which Chi-tsang attributes to his masters on Mt. She (T. 45, 90cl ff.). 
This formulation is later expanded in the Chung kuan lun shu and Ta 
ch'eng hsaan lun to four levels. I will base my analysis on two passages 
from the Chung kuan lun shu (T. 42, 28b) and the Ta ch'eng hsaan lun 
(T. 45, 15c). 

In the Chung kuan lun shu the question is first raised as to why this 
formulation of four levels of two truths is constructed (T. 42, 28bl0-
11). The answer is that various people have various capabilities. Those 
who are clever (have "sharp faculties") and have a good understanding 
of the Buddhist way can awaken to the correct Path upon hearing of 
the first level and do not need the other levels. Those of middling 
ability do not attain awakening upon hearing of the first level of the 
two truths, but enter the Path upon hearing of the second level, and 
so forth. In other words, as Chi-tsang makes clear in other sections,50 
the two truths are a "teaching" *t~=~li designed to lead one to the 
correct way, and are not an adequate description of the principle II 
of reality, which is beyond verbalization and conceptualization. Thus 
the four levels of the two truths are progressively sophisticated teach­
ings concerning reality, not the principle ofreality itself (see Chart 5). 

At the first level, Being (yu) corresponds to the worldly truth (sa7!turti­
satya) and emptiness corresponds to the real truth, or truth of supreme 
meaning (paramarthasatya). In the Chung kuan lun shu this is illustrated 
with a quote from the Paiicavi7{t!ati-siihasrika-praftiiipdramitii Satra: 
"Bodhisattvas dwell in the two truths and preach the Dharma for the 
sake of sentient beings. They explain emptiness for the sake of those 
who are attached to Being (yu), and explain existence (yu) for the sake 
ofthose who are attached to emptiness ... 51 Thus at the first level empti-
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ness is presented as the teaching designed to lead those who are mired 
in a naive realism and accept the substantial existence of phenomena, 
and yu (as conventional existence?) is the counterpart for those who 
would mistakenly become attached to emptiness. In the Erh ti i the 
contrast is between Being (yu) and non-Being (wu), and in some of the 
later passages "emptiness" and "non-Being" (wu) are used interchan­
geably. 

At the second level, the duality of both Being and emptiness from 
the first level is sa'lJW1'tisatya, and the denial of this duality, "neither 
Being nor emptiness," is paramllrthasatya. Again the PaficaviT{IJati-s4has­
riItIl-prajMpiiramitil Satra is quoted: "The worldly truth is explained as 
"both Being and non-Being.' The truth of supreme meaning is 'nei­
ther Being nor non-Being.' ,,52 At this level the affirmation of the 
duality between Being and emptiness corresponds to sa'f{tvrtisatya, and 
the denial of this duality corresponds to paramllrthasatya. 

At the third level, the duality of all the above, both the affirmation 
and denial of the duality of Being and emptiness, corresponds to 
sa'lJW1'tisatya, and the denial or transcendence of all dualities cor­
responds to paramllrthasatya. Here the Avata'f{tSaka Satra is quoted: "Do 
not be attached to any dharmas of non-duality, for there is neither 
unity nor duality.,,53 At this level the transcendence of all dualities, 
even of the idea of duality itself, is taught. 

At the final level, again all of the above levels of Being and empti­
ness, of dualities and non-dualities, all of the teachings of the first 
three levels ofthe two truths, in fact all verbal teachings, are relegated 
to the realm of sa'f{tvrtisatya. That which is "beyond verbalization and 
conceptualization" a~ ( ~ ) If.m is paramllrthasatya. A long quote from 
the Avata'f{tSaka Satra is given to support this final level: 

When one truly and completely discriminates all dharmas, one 
sees that (dharmas have) no self-nature but only conventional­
ly given names. All wish to discriminate the meaning of the 
worldly truth. Thus Bodhisattvas arouse aspiration (for en­
lightenment). All dharmas without exception are beyond verbal 
description; the mind and its activity is quiescent and like space. 
All wish to discriminate the meaning of the real truth. Thus 
Bodhisattvas arouse aspiration [for enlightenment].54 

[T. 42, 29bl~22] 

I do not see how this passage directly supports Chi-tsang's fourth 
level of the two truths, except in its reference to all dharmas as beyond 
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verbal description. In any case, we have now reached the highest level 
in Chi-tsang's classification of the two truths. Theoretically this prog­
ressive affirmation and denial of each previous statement could con­
tinue infinitely, but Chi-tsang cuts offhis discussion at the fourth level. 
He has made his point; that paramilrthasatya is not a description of the 
principle of reality but refers to that which is beyond verbalization 
and conceptualization. Any verbal or conceptual description necessari­
ly belongs to the realm of sa7{tl!!tisatya. In this sense Chi-tsang trans­
cended the trap of discussing the two truths merely as yu and wu or 
some combination thereof. 

Nevertheless Chih-i, though not mentioning Chi-tsang by name, 
criticizes this kind of infinite progression as an "endless exercise" of 
piling up negations. This analysis of the two truths, for Chih-i, does 
not measure up to the perfectly integrated and self-contained circle 
of the threefold truth. This threefold truth was a pivotal concept 
developed by Chih-i during his seclusion on Mt. T'ien-t'ai after his 
contacts with Sanlun and other scholars in Chin-ling, and expounded 
after his descent from the mountain in lectures which became the Mo 
Iw chih loon and the Fa hoo hsaan i. 



Chapter 8 

Chih-i's Threefold Truth 

Introduction 

I n the previous sections we have examined the historical back­
ground to Chih-i's concept of the threefold truth, in particular 

the debate concerning the "two truths" among the Buddhist scholars 
of 5th and 6th century China. It was on this basis, or in response to 
these trends, that Chih-i developed his interpretation of the two truths 
which culminated in his threefold truth formulation. 

In this section we will examine Chih-i's contributions on this topic 
which, along with the interpretation of Chi-tsang, proved to be the 
climax of the debate in China concerning the meaning of the two 
truths. The discussion will be based for the most part on the section 
on "The Subtlety of Objective Reality" :!:jUP of the Fa hua hsUan i (T. 
33, 691a-705b),1 Chih-i's most direct and lengthy discussion of this 
subject. First, as further background, we will take a brief look at the 
biographical records of Hui-wen, traditionally considered the first 
Tien-t'ai patriarch and the teacher of Chih-i's master Hui-ssu,2 and 
also Chih-i's concept of threefold contemplation -=.U as the practical 
counterpart to the threefold truth. 

HUI-WEN AND THE TA CHIH TU LUN 

Very little is known of Hui-wen Ax, his life, and his teachings. The 
earliest reference to Hui-wen, in Kuan-ting's introduction to the Mo 
ho chih kuan, simply states: 

Nan-yo [Hui-ssu] followed the meditation master Hui-wen, 
who was without equal in the area of the Yellow River and Huai 
River ?1iJ$ during the reign of Kao-tsii of the Northern Ch'i 
dynasty [550-589]. His teachings were not understood by the 
people of his day, as [people who] tread the earth and gaze at 
the sky do not know the [earth's] depth nor the [sky's] height. 
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Hui-wen relied exclusively on the Ta chill tu lun for his mental 
discipline. This treatise was taught by Nagarjuna .... 5 

[T. 46, Ib22-25] 

We may assume that Hui-wen was a proponent of the Ta chih tu lun, 
but the exact content of his teachings and the nature of his enlighten­
ment are not clear. 

Further details on Hui-wen's life are available only in the Fo-tsu­
t'ung-chi f4UliMcf.E, a thirteenth century Tien-t'ai biographical work.4 

Here it is said that Hui-wen "was quick to accept the Perfect Vehicle 
II~ [Mahliylina?] and attained awakening spontaneously and by him­
self 3I:I]i',~'I~ " (T. 49, 178b24). He studied the section of the Ta chih 
tu lun which discusses the simultaneous and instantaneous attainment 
of the three wisdoms: wisdom of the path Jl!~ (mii.rgajfl.at4), "omnis­
cience" --l;1]~ (saroajfl.at4), and wisdom concerning all aspects --l;1] 

fl~ (sa1Viikiirafttatll).5 Hui-wen's insight and teachings are frequently 
described in terms of "realizing the three wisdoms in one thought" 
(~~1if:t£-,t\q:t1~ or -,t\~~ ).6 

When Hui-wen came to the section of the Ta chih tu lun which quotes 
the Mfllo .. "uuJhyamo.kakilrikii, verse 24:18 (T. 25, 107all-12), it is said 
that he "spontaneously attained a great awakening 'l:iI:~ *'I~ " (T. 49, 
178cl6). Thus tradition has it that Hui-wen's awakening is based on 
the same verse which was the basis for Chih-i's threefold truth for­
mulation. These biographical details mayor may not be authentic,' 
but they illustrate the central importance ofthis Mulamadhyamo.kakilrikii 
verse for Tien-t'ai philosophy. 

THREEFOLD CONTEMPLATION. 

The practical side to the threefold truth is Chih-i's concept of the 
threefold contemplation of emptiness, conventional existence, and the 
Middle. The threefold truth ~~* refers, inadequately but with validity, 
to the reality of the objective realm. Threefold contemplation -= III 
refers to a general pattern of practice which allows one to attain in­
sight into the true nature of reality. As Chih-i writes in his commen­
tary to the Vimalakirtinirde!a SUtra, "Reality as the two truths and 
threefold truth is the objective realm which is illumined through 
threefold contemplation."8 

The threefold truth is a major theme of the doctrinal Fa hua hsaan 
i, and this threefold contemplation is a major theme of the practice­
oriented Mo ho chih kuan. 
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"Threefold contemplation" actually refers to both "threefold cessa­
tion" .-=-::11: (Jamatha) and "threefold insight/contemplation" ~IJ!. (vipa­
IJGna), Chih-i's mature development of this concept is succinctly 
presented in an early section of the Mo ho chih kuan where he discus­
lea the meaning of chih-kuan 11:. ,9 Chih-i first discusses three kinds 
or "skillful cessation" (T. 46, 24a2-3): cessation as true insight into the 
euence of reality as empty of substantial Being U!J:11: ; cessation as 
lnaight into reality as expedient conventional existence which arises 
through conditions jJfIl!M~..t1: ; and cessation as putting an end to 
both extremes of discriminatory conceptual categories ,\!1,=il5t~IJ..t1: , 
These are described in more detail as follows: 

Cusation as Insight into the 7Tue Essence of Reality. This cessation is the 
ltep of advancing beyond "naive realism," wherein one accepts the 
.ubstantial existence of objective reality, to realizing the emptiness of 
.U things and the lack of any substantive Being. As Chih-i says: 

All dharmas arise through conditions. [Things which arise 
through] conditioned co-arising are empty and without self­
Being .... Since one knows the conditioned co-arising, conven­
tional confluence, illusory transformation, and empty nature [of 
all things], this is called their essence. Conceptualized delusions 
come to an end upon realizing emptiness; therefore emptiness 
is [the nature of] true [reality]. Therefore this is called "cessa­
tion as insight into the essence of true reality." 

[T. 46, 24a3-6] 

Cessation as Insight into Expedient Conditions. This refers to the con­
templation of and insight into reality as the conventional existence of 
all things which arise through conditioned co-arising, which Chih-i 
calls "the non-emptiness of emptiness" ~.W~, The emptiness of all 
things does not mean nothingness. Their conventional existence as 
interdependent entities is real. As Chih-i says: 

Those of the two vehicles [accept only emptiness as] the es­
sence of true [reality], so they do not consider as necessary the 
"cessation of expediency" [insight into reality as conventional 
existence]. Bodhisattvas understand conventional existence and 
should put it into practice. They know that emptiness is not 
empty [i.e., not nothingness], therefore this is called an "ex­
pedient means" 111! . One discriminates and chooses medicine 
in accordance with the disease, therefore it is called "in accor­
dance with conditions" ~Ut. The mind is at rest with regard to 
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the mundane truth, therefore it is called "cessation." 
[T. 46, 24a9-11] 

Cessation as an End to both Discriminatory Extremes. This refers to the 
contemplation of and insight into the synonymous nature of both "ex­
tremes" of emptiness and conventional existence. A discriminatory and 
one-sided attachment to either concept of emptiness or conventional 
existence is mistaken. One must realize that both "emptiness" and 
"conventional existence," if correctly understood, refer to the same 
thing, and that reality is simultaneously empty of substantial Being 
and conventionally existent. As Chih-i says: 

[To think that] saf!lSiira flows and moves and that nirvii~ is a 
[constant and inactive] maintenence of an awakened state is a 
one-sided view of practice and activity, and does not correspond 
to the Middle Path. Now, if one knows that the mundane is not 
mundane, then the extreme [view] of the mundane is put to rest, 
and if one realizes the non-mundane [nature of conventional 
existence], then the extreme [view] of emptiness is put to rest. 
This is called "cessation as an end to both extremes." 

[T. 46, 24aI3-15] 

Chih-i admits that "the names of these three cessations are not to 
be seen in the SUtras and !astras, but they have been given names ac­
cording to their meaning with reference to threefold contemplation" 
(24al5-16). Let us then examine the content ofthreefold contempla­
tion. 

Threefold contemplation refers to Chih-i's teaching of a threefold 
pattern of contemplation for the purpose of attaining insight into the 
nature ofreality and realizing Buddhahood. The terms themselves are 
from the Ying to ching, but this SUtra does not give any details as to 
their content.10 

Chih-i picked up these terms and elaborately developed them, along 
with the threefold truth, as pivotal concepts for his system of Buddhist 
doctrine and practice. Chih-i defines the three aspects of threefold 
contemplation as: 

To enter [an insight] into emptiness from [the viewpoint of] 
conventional existence ~1¥lA~: this is called the contemplation 
of the two truths. To enter [an insight] into conventional exis­
tence from [the viewpoint of] emptiness ~~A1F1: this is called 
the contemplation of equality. These two contemplations are the 
path.of expedient means for attaining entry to the Middle Path, 
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wherein both of the two truths are illumined. The thoughts of 
the mind are extinguished and put to rest, and one spontaneous­
ly enters the sea of universal wisdom [saroaftia]. This is called 
the contemplation of the Middle Path and the truth of supreme 
meaning .p~~_.Wffu..l1 

[T. 46, 24b5-8).] 

"Entering emptiness from conventional existence." 

119 

At this first level of contemplation, "conventional existence" refers 
to the ordinary, mistaken perception of phenomena as existing sub­
stantially (as svabh4va). and "entering emptiness" means to negate the 
existence ofindependent substantial Being in these phenomena. Thus. 
as Chih-i says. "When one encounters emptiness. one perceives not 
only emptiness but also knows [the true nature of] conventional exis­
tence" (24blO-ll). 

"Entering conventional existence from emptiness." 

At this second level of contemplation. "conventional existence" refers 
to a correct understanding and positive acceptance of objective pheno­
mena as interdependently and conditionally co-arisen. Emptiness here 
refers to a mistaken attachment to the concept of emptiness. or a mis­
understanding of emptiness as merely a nihilistic nothingness. As Chih­
i says: 

If one understands ["enters"] emptiness, [one understands 
that] there is no "emptiness." Thus one must "re-enter" conven­
tional existence. One should know that this contemplation is 
done for the sake of saving sentient beings, and know that true 
reality ~ is not [substantial] true reality but an expedient means 
which appears conventionally. Therefore it is called "from empti­
ness." One differentiates the medicine according to the disease 
without making conceptual discriminations. Therefore it is called 
"entering conventional existence." 

[T. 46, 24c8-11] 

This insight is compared to blind men who regain their sight. They 
can then perceive both space ~ and forms and colors '@. • and can 
differentiate between various grasses and trees, roots and stalks, 
branches and leaves. medicine and poison. At the first stage of "enter­
ing emptiness from conventional existence." one perceives the two 
truths but is one-sidedly concerned with emptiness and cannot utilize 
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or see the reality of conventional existence. If one's eyes are opened 
concerning the validity of objective conventional reality, one perceives 
not only emptiness ("space"), but also the visible forms of convention­
al existence. One can then understand clearly the minute, condition­
ally co-arisen phenomena of every day life and use this knowledge to 
benefit others (24cll-19). 

"The contemplation of 
the Middle Path of supreme meaning." 

This refers to the highest level of contemplation wherein one simul­
taneously and correctly perceives the validity of both emptiness and 
conventional existence. As Chih-i says: 

First, to contemplate [and attain insight concerning] the empti­
ness of conventional existence is to empty sa1pSara [of substan­
tial Being). Next, to contemplate [and attain insight concerning] 
the emptiness of emctiness is to empty niTlNi~. Thus both ex­
tremes are negated. 2 This is called the contemplation of two 
[sides of] emptiness as a way of expedient means in order to at­
tain encounter with the Middle Path .... The first contempla­
tion utilizes emptiness, and the later contemplation utilizes 
conventional existence. This is an expedient means recognizing 
the reality of both [in an extreme way], but when one enters the 
Middle Path, both of the two truths are illumined [simultaneously 
and as identical and synonymous]. 

[f. 46, 24c21-26] 

The above three contemplations have been presented as a graded 
progression from the first contemplation to the last. Chih-i calls this 
type of contemplation a "progressive contemplation" *~~ft .IS In 
the case of this gradual progressive type of contemplation, -the prac­
tice and attainment of the two vehicles and the bodhisattvas of the 
Shared Teaching correspond to the first contemplation of emptiness. 
The practice and attainment of the bodhisattvas of the Distinct Teach­
ing correspond to the second contemplation of conventional existence. 
The practice and attainment of the B uddha (of the Perfect Teaching) 
corresponds to the third contemplation of the Middle Path (24c29-
25a3). However, with this type of progressive contemplation there are 
relative distinctions which must be made. For example: 

If one discUllSe5 the three contemplations, there are [distinc­
tions as to] tentative and real or shallow and profound. If one 
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discusses the three wisdoms, there are [distinctions as to] supe­
rior and inferior, before and after. If one discusses the three 
kinds of people, there are [distinctions as to] great and small 
levels [of attainment]. Therefore we do not utilize this [type of 
progressive contemplation] here. 

[T. 46, 25b6-8] 
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The most superior contemplation, and the contemplation which is 
discussed in the Mo ho chih kuan, is what Chih-i calls the "perfect and 
immediate cessation and contemplation" lIliQJt11:U . In this case the 
three aspects of emptiness, conventional existence, and the Middle are 
contemplated simultaneously and spontaneously, and immediately per­
ceived as being integrated, non-dual, and synonymous. As Chih-i says: 

When the truths fri are contemplated as an object of cessation, 
[it is realized that] these are three truths yet one truth. When 
cessation is sustained by means of [insight into] the truth, [it is 
realized that] these are three cessations yet one cessation. For ex­
ample, three aspects ':::'~!J 14 are present in one mental thought, 
and though it is one mental thought, there are three aspects pres­
ent .... 

When contemplating objects, the one object is a threefold ob­
ject [characterized as empty, conventionally existent, and the 
Middle]; when contemplation is aroused by an object, it is a single 
contemplation yet a threefold contemplation [of emptiness, con­
ventional existence, and the Middle]. The three eyes of MaheS­
vara are three eyes yet on one face. 15 

... If one contemplates [the concept of] "three yet one," [the 
concept of] "one yet three" is aroused. This is beyond conceptual 
understanding. It is neither tentative nor real, includes neither 
superiority nor inferiority, has no before nor after, is not equal 
nor distinct, neither great nor small. Therefore it says in the 
MiUamadhyamaJuzk4:rikii, "Dharmas which arise through condi­
tioned co-arising are identical to emptiness, identical to conven­
tional existence, and identical to the Middle." 

[T. 46, 25b9-IS] 

Here threefold contemplation is explicitly defined and linked to the 
verse in the MfllamadhyamllluJJtO:rikil which is the basis for Chih-i's 
threefold truth concept. 

The attainment which is realized through this threefold contempla­
tion is described negatively as the elimination of various levels of 
delusions and ignorance, and positively as the attainment of the three 
kinds of wisdom (T. 46, 25c29-26a5). Through "entering emptiness 
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from conventional existence" one destroys the first level of various 
deluded views and attitudes Je..1!!,~ ,16 and fulfills the wisdom which 
realizes the emptiness of all things --I;JJ~ .17 Through "entering con­
ventional existence from emptiness" one destroys "ignorance" ~~D , 
which here must refer to the next level of "minute dust-like delusions" 
Hli':J;~ , and fulfills the wisdom of the path J.§:fj~ . Finally, through 
avoiding both extremes and entering the Middle one destroys funda­
mental ignorance ~Iljj and fulfills universal wisdom --I;JJf.t~ . 

In the final analysis Chih-i presents threefold cessation and threefold 
contemplation as something which occurs, or is present in, one single 
instant or one single thought -IL' . He summarizes this section on 
cessation and contemplation as follows: 

In general, [the content of] all of the previous meanings [of 
cessation and contemplation] are present in one thought. What 
are their characteristics? To realize the true essence of reality as 
identical to ignorance and warped views is called "cessation as 
realizing the essence of true reality." To realize that this reality 
is universal, and to put one's mind at rest by contemplating this 
objective reality as the object of contemplation is called "cessa­
tion as [insight into] expedient conventional existence which 
arises through conditions." To put an end to the distraction of 
sa'lf'Sara and quiescence of nirvO.7J.O. is called "cessation as putting 
an end to the two extremes." To realize that all conventionally 
existent things are empty, that the essence of reality is identical 
to emptiness, is called "the contemplation of entering emptiness." 

When one understands this emptiness, one's insight [con­
templation] penetrates the Middle Path, knows the dharma­
marks of the arising and perishing of the worldly realm, and 
perceives it as it truly is. This is called "the contemplation of en­
tering conventional existence." In this way [it is realized that] the 
wisdom of emptiness is identical to the Middle Path, non-dual 
and not distinct. This is called "the contemplation of the Middle 
Path." 

[T. 46, 25h25-c3] 

The concept and term chih-kuan itself can be interpreted with this 
threefold pattern, although I have not found a passage in Chih-i's 
work where this is done explicitely. Chih is an "emptying" ofthe mind 
of all deluded thoughts, passionate disturbances, and other obstacles 
to clear understanding. Kuan is an insight into the true "features" of 
reality, an understanding of the multifarious aspects of existence. 
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Together they form a harmonious tension in which reality is correct­
ly understood and Buddhahood attained. Chih and kuan are attained 
simultaneously, as one can see clearly to the bottom of a pond when 
the water is still. 

It is clear that threefold cessasion, threefold contemplation, and the 
threefold truth follow the same pattern of emptiness, conventional ex­
istence, and the Middle.18 In this sense the contents of Mo Iw chih kuan 
and the Fa hua hsaan i both follow the same pattern and conceptual 
framework, with the Mo Iw chih kuan presenting the practical applica­
tion of this framework in a detailed and concrete explication of the 
theory of Buddhist practice, and the Fa hua hsilan i presenting the 
doctrinal implications ofthis framework in the explication ofthe Bud­
dha Dharma (see Chart 6). Let us examine this doctrinal explication 
as presented in the section on "The Subtlety of Objects" in the Fa hua 
hsaan i. 

The Threefold Truth in the Fa Hua HsUan I 

THE STRUcrURE OF THE FA HUA HSUAN I 

The threefold truth provides a pattern which is implicit throughout 
Chih-i's philosophy, but there are few explicit and direct discussions 
of this concept in Chih-i's work.19 The most comprehensive presenta­
tion of the threefold truth concept is in the Fa hua hsaan i (T. 33, 704c-
705b), but even here the discussion of the threefold truth is only about 
two "Taisho" columns long, and incomprehensible if taken out of con­
text. The threefold truth must be understood as an adjunct to its 
preceding discussion of the two truths, four noble truths, twelvefold 
conditioned co-arising, and so forth, and in the context of the Fa hua 
hsilan i as a whole. 

The first part of the Fa hua hsaan i (T. 33, 681c-691a) gives an out­
line and brief discussion of the entire text, and discusses the shared 
characteristics that are held in common by all Siitras. Special atten­
tion is given to the description of the four siddhiinta (686b-69la), the 
methods of teaching employed by the Buddha.20 This illustrates a cer­
tain tension in Chih-i's work. On the one hand Chih-i emphasizes the 
incomprehensibility and inexpressibility of reality, truth, and the teach­
ing of the Buddha, yet after making this point he immediately points 
out the necessity to attempt explaining the unexplainable. The fOUT 
siddhilnta illustrate the methods utilized by the Buddha to verbalize 
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his insight into the "true aspects of reality," and provide the ration­
ale and precedence for Chih-i to do the same. 

The second and last part of the Fa hua hs'ilan i (691a-814) explains 
the distinct or unique characteristics of the teachings of the Lotus Satra. 
This is divided into five sections. First, an interpretation of the mean­
ing of each of the five Chinese characters in the title of the Lotus Satra. 
Second, a discussion of the essence of the Lotus Satra's teaching. This 
essence is defined as the integrated nature of all aspects of reality and 
the reality of all aspects of existence, that "each color and each scent 
is the Middle Path" (683a7). Third, a clarification of the gist of the 
Lotus Satra's teaching. This is discussed in terms of the causes and 
results of the Buddha's practice and enlightenment, which in the Lotus 
Satra is explained in terms of the Buddha's attainment of enlighten­
ment in the incalculably distant past, and the eternal life-span of the 
Buddha. Fourth, a discussion of the proper function, or activity, of 
bodhisattvas and the Buddha, especially with regard to benefiting and 
saving other sentient beings. Fifth, a classification of the Buddha's 
teachings into categories such as the Fourfold Teachings - Tripitaka, 
Shared, Distinct, and Perfect. 

The bulk of the Fa hua hs1J.an i consists of the first section of inter­
preting the meaning of the five characters which make up the title of 
the Lotus Satra ~Y~}i.*! , and almost 90% of this section consists of 
discussing the first two characters "subtle dharma" (miao-fa). The sec­
tion on the meaning of the term "subtle" (T. 33, 696b-771c) is the 
heart of the Fa hua hs'ilan i and contains the central themes of Chih­
i's doctrinal discussion of the Buddha-dharma.2l The first of many cat­
egories of "subtlety" is that of "Subtle Objects" :f;!~y , in which Chih-i 
discusses the content of objective reality as "the ten such-likes, condi­
tioned co-arising, the four noble truths, the two truths, the threefold 
truth, and the one truth" (T. 33, 697c6-7). It is this section which we 
will examine in detail. 

CHIH-I'S INTERPRETATION OF "SUBTLE" 

The Subtle Dharma: Introductory Comments. Chih-i begins his discussion 
of the title of the Lotus Satra by pointing out features which are shared 
with other SOtras and which are unique to the Lotus Satra in terms of 
teaching ~, practice ~T , and reality !.!I!. .22 

As for teaching, the SOtras contain various teachings because people 
have varying capacities to understand and live in differing conditions. 
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However, the basic intent of the Buddha's teaching is one. According 
to the Lotus SatTa, the ultimate intent and purpose of the Buddha's 
teaching is the attainment of Buddhahood by all sentient beings. The 
teachings also have in common the fact that they were all taught by 
the same Buddha.!! 

As for practice, there is a great variety of practices taught in the 
Satras, since there are many types of people who have different needs 
with regard to the method of practice. However, as it says in the Lotus 
Satra, the goal of practice is ultimately one: Buddhahood. 

As for reality, there are many ways to describe "reality," and Chih­
i illustrates this with quotes from the Ta chih tu lun and the Mahiipari­
niroa~ SatTa. However, the reality which is described in various 
inadequate verbal terms is one and non-dual. As Chih-i says, "Various 
terms name one ultimate [reality]. Only one ultimate [reality] is given 
many names" (691b13). What does Chih-i mean by saying that Hreality 
is One"? He does Mt mean that reality is a nondescript, monochromic 
entity with indistinguishable features, but that its underlying essence 
or nature is that of lacking an eternal, unchanging, substantial Being. 

Here is where the threefold truth can be applied to illustrate the 
spontan'eous unity and diversity of reality, that it is "one yet many, 
many yet one." Reality is one in that all is lacking in substantial Being; 
its nature is that of emptiness. However, this emptiness is not a com­
plete nothingness but consists of the conventional existence of things 
which arise and perish interdependently according to causes and con­
ditions. These aspects of emptiness and conventional existence are not 
contradictory opposites, but are synonymous and integrated. In Tien­
t'ai terminology this is called the "Middle Path." Thus all of reality is 
empty-it is one. All ofreality has conventional existence-it is many. 
Reality is simultaneously empty and conventionally existent-it is the 
Middle Path. This threefold truth is implicit in the unity and diver­
sity of the Buddha's teaching, Buddhist practice, and reality itself. 

Chih-i's Critique Of Fa-yan. Chih-i next examines some interpreta­
tions of the term "subtle" by Huei-kuan, Hui-chi, and the "Masters of 
the North",24 and a lengthy presentation is made of Fa-yUn's inter­
pretation, based on Fa-yUn's commentary on the Lotus SatTa, the Fa 
hua i chi i*.~\ue .25 This presentation of Fa-yUn's position becomes 
the springboard for Chih-i to present his own interpretation. 

Fa-yUn i*~ (467-529) was one of the so-called "Three Great Scholars 
of the Liang Period," and was the supreme authority on the Lotus 
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SatTa just before the time of Chih-i.26 He wrote numerous treatises 
and commentaries but only the Fa hua i chi is extant. The Emperor 
Wu of the Liang (r. 502-550) appointed Fa-yun as the head of the 
prestigious temple Kuang-chai ssu 1t~~ where he lectured on the 
MahiiparinirudTJ.IL SatTa and Lotus SatTa. In 518 he cooperated with 
Salpghabhara f'fhP~~ in translating texts such as the Wen shu shih Ii 
wen ching x~r~*!. It is said that he continued lecturing, despite ill­
ness, until the end of his life in 529 at the age of sixty-three (T. 50, 
464cl9--21). 

Chih-i's presentation and criticism of Fa-yun's position is based on 
the first part ofthe Fa hua i chi (T. 33, 571c-574a). Let us first examine 
what Fa-yUn actually wrote, and then Chih-i's outline of Fa-yUn's posi­
tion. Fa-yun interprets the Lotus SatTa in terms of "cause and effect," 
with the first half of the Lotus Siltra teaching about the causes for Bud­
dhahood, and the second half of the Lotus SatTa teaching about the 
result of Buddhahood (572cl3--15). 

Chih-i then compares the "present" teachings of the Lotus SatTa'¥? 
with those of the "past" in terms of the causes and effect of Bud­
dhahood and in terms of essence " , meaning • , and function ffi . 
As for causes, the essence of Buddhahood is "long" in the Lotus SatTa, 
and "short" in past teachings; the meaning of Buddhahood is vast in 
the Lotus SatTa and narrow in past teachings; and the function of Bud­
dhahood is superior in the Lotus SatTa and inferior in past teachings 
(573a20-b9). The same analysis is made for the result of Buddhahood 
(573b9--c9). Another threefold analysis is added, where the teachings 
of the Lotus SatTa with regard to the causes and result of Buddhahood 
are described as "vast in essence" "11{ , "eminent in levels of attain­
ment" f:iL~ , and "superior in function" ffi~ (573c9-573a7). 

Chih-i rearranges these categories and discusses them in two sec­
tions, on the "crudeness" of past teachings concerning the causes and 
result of Buddhahood, and on the superiority of the Lotus SatTa in its 
teaching concerning the causes and result of Buddhahood. The terms 
are rearranged and some of the details are different, but Chih-i ac­
curately summarizes the thrust of Fa-yun's interpretation, to the ef­
fect that the teachings of the Lotus SatTa are superior to "past" teachings 
because it teaches the ekaydna doctrine of the ultimate Buddhahood 
of all sentient beings. 

Chih-i then proceeds to criticize Fa-yun. First, however, he praises 
Fa-yun's interpretation of the Lotus SatTa as the best of all present and 
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past interpretations, even better than that of Kumarajlva and Seng­
chao (which are classified as belonging to the Shared Teaching for 
their emphasis on emptiness). He focuses on criticizing Fa-yUn be­
cause then "the rest will be swept away by the blast," presumably leav­
ing the field open for Chih-i's correct interpretation. 

The criticism proceeds in six sections "on the vastness or narrow­
ness of teachings concerning the essence of the causes of Buddha hood," 
"on the superiority and inferiority of causal stages for attaining Bud­
dhahood," "on the length or shortness of the Buddha's soteriological 
activity," and so forth. First Chih-i questions the vague use of the term 
"past." Fa-yUn criticizes "past" teachings as not worthy of being called 
"subtle." If by past Fa-yUn means the Hlnayana teachings, this is fine. 
However, if "past" refers to all teachings previous to the Lotus SatTa, 
then this is inappropriate because the Mahayana Sutras contain many 
"subtle" elements. This is illustrated by quotes from the Prajiiiip4Tamita 
Stitras, MahiipariniTV41J.6 SatTa, ViSe$acinta-brah11llJ,pariPrcchii SatTa, Vi-
11IIJ,iaktrtiniTde§a SiltTa, and so forth. The gist of Chih-i's standpoint is 
that the term "subtle" refers to any teaching, doctrine, practice, and 
so forth, which includes the concept of unity or integration. This is 
explained in the Tien-t'ai classification of the four categories of one­
ness [79- which are derived from the ekayana teaching of the Lotus 
SatTa: the oneness of teaching ifc- , that all teachings of the Buddha 
are ultimately noncontradictory and lead to the one goal of Bud­
dhahood; the oneness of practice ff- , that true practice is ultimate­
ly one and for the purpose of the one goal of Buddhahood; the oneness 
of persons A - , the non-duality of the eternal Buddha and that all 
people ultimately will attain Buddhahood; and the oneness of reality 
£1- , that reality is one. 

Any text which is consistent with these concepts is, at least in that 
part, worthy of being called "subtle." Fa-yUn is inconsistent in that he 
calls the Lotus SiltTa "subtle," yet attributes to the Lotus SatTa teach­
ings such as the finite life-span of the Buddha, and says that it lacks 
a clear reference to the Buddha-nature. If Fa-yUn's interpretation is 
accepted, says Chih-i, then the Lotus SatTa is not "subtle" at all, whereas 
other Sutras, such as the Mahiiparinirva1J.6 SatTa, should be called "sub­
tle." 

In short, Chih-i claims that Fa-yUn defines entire texts as being 
subtle or crude; Chih-i assigns the term subtle according to content. 
Thus for Fa-yUn the Lotus Satra is subtle, and "past" texts are not. For 
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Chih-i, many texts are both subtle and crude depending on their spe­
cific content, and it is only the Lotus Satra which is purely and com­
pletely subtle.28 

The Correct Interpretation of "Subtle Dharma": Summary. What is the con­
tent and meaning of the term "dharma"? For Chih-i, the "subtle dhar­
ma" refers to the way reality truly is. It is synonymous with such terms 
as "the true aspects of reality" Jr:f§ , "true reality" •• , the Middle 
Path tFil[ , and the supreme truth ~-~~* , and can only be de­
scribed as inexpressible 1'0]"~#' , beyond conceptual understanding 
1'0]" }~,~l , and subtle ~y . In the Fa hua hsilan i (T. 33, 692c5ff.) Chih­
i defines his interpretation of "subtle dharma" in response to the in­
terpretation of Fa-yUn. Before going into details, he gives a summary 
in terms of the causes and results of Buddhahood, the classification 
scheme of the five flavors liO,* , contemplating the mind .,L.' , the 
six identities ~~p , and the four categories of oneness 1lQ- . 

The causes for attaining Buddhahood should be understood in three 
ways. First, each of the ten dharma realms from hell to Buddha con­
tain the other nine realms. All possible realms of experience are more 
or less present in each facet of experience. Those of us who are pre­
dominantly human can, depending on our past and present actions, 
experience the realm of hell or heaven. Second, the first nine dhar­
ma realms from hell to bodhisattvahood are integrated with that of 
Buddhahood. All things possess the potential for Buddhahood and, 
given the right conditions, can attain perfect enlightenment. Third, 
the ten dharma realms are all simultaneously empty of substantial 
Being yet conventionally existent ~P~lWflUPJ:f:l, thus partaking in the 
threefold truth of reality. These three categories also are three differ­
ent ways of saying the same thing: that reality is one yet many, threefold 
yet a unity, neither completely different nor wholly the same. Thus 
reality, dharma, is best described by the term "subtle." 

The result of Buddhahood is also understood in three ways. First, 
the essence of reality, or Buddhahood, pervades the entire universe. 
Buddhahood is not a separate realm detached from our world of ex­
perience, but an integral and fundamental part ofit. Second, the Bud­
dha did not first attain enlightenment around two thousand years ago 
under a tree in India, but attained Buddhahood in the incalculable 
past, or for eternity. Third, the Buddha always has, is, and always will 
manifest himself in various forms for the benefit of teaching sentient 
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beings and leading them to enlightenment. 
It is the l1Jtus Satra which clarifies the meaning of "dharma" in these 

six ways, therefore it is worthy of the title "subtle." The other SUtras, 
classified by Chih-i according the scheme of the five flavors,29 are sub­
tle in some parts and crude in others, except for the HInayana Teach­
ings which are only crude, and the l1Jtus Satra which is only subtle. 

In terms of "contemplating the mind," the correct and subtle way 
is to contemplate the mind as including all other minds and that of 
the Buddha, not as being detached and separate from other minds. 
Second, one should contemplate one's mind as being equal to that of 
the Buddha. Third, one should contemplate one's mind and the mind 
of other sentient beings and the Buddha as being simultaneously empty 
of substantial being yet conventionally existent. 

The "six identities," a Tien-t'ai interpretation of the interpenetra­
tion and identity of the fifty-two stages leading to Buddhahood,!O 
should be understood in the same way, that one dharma interpenetrates 
and contains all other dharmas and stages of attainment. 

Finally this is all summarized in terms of the "four categories of 
oneness." The interpenetration of all dharmas is the content of the 
"oneness of reality." The unity of the Five Flavors is the content of 
the "oneness of teaching." The integrated nature of the mind and of 
all minds, the subject and object of contemplation, is the content of 
the "oneness of practice." The interpenetration and unity of all the 
levels of attainment as taught in the concept of the Six Identities is 
the content of the "oneness of persons." 

Having summarized the correct meaning of "subtle dharma", Chih­
i then proceeds to discuss the meaning in detail, a process which takes 
up the bulk of the Fa hua ru1lan i, and of which we will examine only 
the first part. 

Hui-ssu's Interpretation of Three Dharmas. Chih-i begins his detailed dis­
cussion of "dharma" by examining the classification of "dharma" into 
three categories: sentient beings, Buddha, and mind. These three dhar­
mas, based on a verse in the AvataTflSaka SatTa,SI are a classification of 
all reality into three subjective categories. "Mind" refers to the per­
ceiver of objects (reserving for now the judgement as to the status­
real, illusory, imaginary, or not-of these objects) and the subject which 
needs to be perfected in order to attain enlightenment. "Sentient 
beings" refers to the diversity of realms which the subject experiences, 
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from that of hell to Buddhahood. "Buddha" refers to the subject per­
fected, the realm of enlightenment in which reality is correctly per­
ceived. Thus these three dharmas are not separate and independent 
entities, but interpenetrating and integrated. All sentient beings have 
a mind which, depending on various causes and conditions, has the 
potential to experience any and all realms from hell to Buddhahood. 

The interpretation of these three dharmas by Hui-ssu, Chih-i's 
master, is presented first. This presentation consists mostly of quotes 
from various Sntras such as the Lotus Siltra, the Mahapariniruil'{UJ Satra, 
the Pancavi7flJati-siihasrikil-prajMpiiramitil Sutra, and the Vimalakfrti­
nirde1a Siltra. The gist is that, first, sentient beings have the potential 
to attain Buddhahood or, in technical terms, they inherently possess 
the Buddha-eye. They are thus integrated with Buddhahood, and are 
worthy of being called "subtle." Second, the attainment of the Bud­
dha-the state of perfect enlightenment-is beyond conceptual un­
derstanding, incalculable, and can be comprehended only by another 
Buddha. Thus the Buddha is "subtle." Third, the mind is also empty 
of substantial being. 

However, as the Vimalakirtinirde1a Siltra says, the liberation of Bud­
dhahood is to be sought in the mind. As the Avata1fLSaka SiUra says, 
true enlightenment is revealed by destroying the obstructions to en­
lightenment in the mind. Finally, once again quoting the verse from 
the Avata1fLSaka Siltra which is the basis for this threefold classification, 
"There is no distinction between the mind, Buddha, and sentient 
beings" (T. 9, 465(29). All aspects of reality are interpenetrating and 
integrated. 

Chih-i's Interpretation Of17le Three Subtle Dharmas: Sentient Beings. Chih­
i expands on Hui-ssu's classification of reality into the three categor­
ies of sentient beings, Buddha, and mind. He points out that reality 
is classified in various ways and numbers. For example, many texts 
describe reality in terms of its oneness. Some texts refer to reality in 
terms of the two categories of name and visible form. Others, such as 
that explained above, classify reality into three dharmas. These numeri­
cal listings could continue indefinitely, up to the infinite variety of 
phenomena. For the category of sentient beings, Chih-i borrows a sec­
tion from the second chapter of the Lotus Siltra (T. 9, 5cll-13) which 
he interprets as classifying reality into ten categories. These are the 
"Ten Suchlike Characteristics" which characterize all dharmas, which 
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are defined by Chih-i as follows: 

"Suchlike appearance" t/[)/!:f!l : that which has its point of 
reference externally. 

"Suchlike nature" '/1:: that which has its point of reference in­
ternally. 

"Suchlike essence" U : that which intrinsically belongs to ones 
self. 

"Suchlike power" 1J : the power to influence. 
"Suchlike activity" f'F : that which constructs. 
"Suchlike causes" ~ : repetitive causes. 
"Suchlike conditions" II : auxiliary causes. 
"Suchlike results" "* : repetitive results. 
"Suchlike retributions" ~ : retributive effects. 
"Suchlike beginning and end ultimately the same" **~j!~: 

"beginning" refers to the first suchlike of appearances, "end" 
refers to the ninth suchlike of retribution, and "ultimately 
the same" means that they are integrated and share the same 
reality. 

131 

The fact that these phrases each have three characters makes it easy 
to interpret them in the threefold truth pattern. Chih-i claims that 
each of these phrases has "three readings" ~. which follow the 
threefold truth pattern of emptiness, conventional existence, and the 
Middle Path.52 First, if one emphasizes the first character "suchness" 
~Il , this refers to the emptiness of all things, since the suchness of all 
dharmas is their lack of substantial Being. Second, if one emphasizes 
the various characteristics such as the appearances, nature, essence, 
and so forth, this refers to the conventional existence of all dharmas. 
Third, if one emphasizes the second character of "likeness" iE , this 
refers to the "middleness" of all dharmas-that they are simultaneously 
empty yet conventionally existent. 

Another way to classify dharmas, or reality, is in terms of "tentative" 
fi and "real" •. The term "tentative" refers to the conventional realm 
of language, expedient means, and the worldly truth, while the term 
"real" refers to the way things truly are, reality itself, the supreme 
truth. According to Chih-i, Fa-yUn classified the first five suchlikes 
aspects as being "tentative" and corresponding to ordinary people, 
while the next four suchlikes are "real" and correspond to the insight 
of the sages. For Chih-i, however, the "tentative" and "real" are in­
separable and interdependent-ordinary people and sages alike par­
take in both the tentative and the real- and the distinction between 
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them is merely one of expediency. This is illustrated by interpreting 
the ten dharma realms with the threefold truth pattern. First, all ten 
realms from hell to Buddhahood are part of the same dharmadhlltu 
r*W- . which is united by the fundamental universal nature of empti­
ness. Second, these are ten distinct realms in which there are conven­
tional, yet real, differences between ordinary people and sages. Third, 
these ten realms are identical with the universe. and all of reality is 
included in the ten realms. Since each of the ten dharma realms con­
tains the ten suchlike characteristics, there are one hundred suchlike 
characteristics. Since the ten dharma realms are also interpenetrating. 
there are one hundred dharma realms and one thousand suchlike 
characteristics.55 Chih-i then proceeds to give a detailed description of 
what these one thousand suchlike characteristics consist. For the sake 
of convenience the ten dharma realms are divided into four categor­
ies (or five, if one splits up the last category): the evil destinies of hell, 
the preta, beasts, and asura; the good destinies of men and gods; the 
two vehicles of the ~ravaka and pratyekabuddhas; bodhisattva and 
Buddhas. Each section explains the content of the ten suchlike char­
acteristics for those in each realm. 

The characteristics of the four evil realms consist basically of vari­
ous sorts of suffering and evil and the kinds of activity which cause 
this suffering. The last characteristic of "the beginning and end both 
the same" is interpreted in a threefold pattern, an interpretation which 
is valid for all ten realms. First, the beginning and end are the same 
because both are empty. Second, the later results and retributions al­
ready exist within the initial "suchlike appearances, nature, essence, 
and so forth." They are mutually interdependent. Third, the mind 
which experiences these realms is not different from that ofthe Bud­
dha; it is intrinsically pure and capable of attaining Buddhahood. 
Therefore all of these characteristics are said to be interpenetrating 
and "the same." 

The realm of men and gods is characterized, in contrast to the first 
four realms, by pleasure and goodness. 

The realm of the ~ravaka and pratyekabuddha is characterized by 
their attainment of a state of nondefilement, or lack of passions (and­
srava). According to Hlnayana teachings, there is no retribution for 
the gravaka and pratyekabuddha, since they have severed all passions, 
but from the perspective of the Mahayana they are not completely 
undefiled since they still have not broken with fundamental ignorance 
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and its concomitant habitual tendencies. 
The bodhisattvas are discussed in three categories: the bodhisat­

tvas of the Tripi!:aka Teaching; the bodhisattvas of the Shared Teach­
ing; and the bodhisattvas of the Distinct Teaching. According to Chih-i's 
classification of various levels ofattainment by those of the Four Teach­
ings,M the bodhisattvas of these three Teachings do not all attain the 
same level and thus have varying characteristics. The bodhisattvas of 
the 'Ii'ipi~aka Teaching have virtuous qualities from practicing the six 
pilramitil, but do suffer retribution and are reborn in this world. The 
bodhisattvas of the Shared Teaching sever all passions and delusions 
on the sixth of ten possible stages, and are no longer subject to physi­
cal rebirth in this world of sa1flSilra. However, at this point they may 
make a vow to be reborn in the world for the purpose to helping and 
saving sentient beings. Bodhisattvas of the Distinct Teaching realize 
the Middle Path and thus understand the integrated nature of all of 
reality. They can thus move about freely among the ten realms without 
attachment or obstruction. Chih-i seldom if ever discusses the exact 
content of these higher levels of attainment, so it is difficult to make 
clear distinctions between the attainments of these bodhisattvas and 
Buddhas. At least theoretically there are a number of subtle stages left 
before the bodhisattva of the Shared Teaching can attain Buddhahood. 

The section on the characteristics ofthe Buddha is the longest. The 
first three characteristics of the appearance, nature, and essence of 
the Buddha are described in terms of the threefold Buddha-nature 
and the three "tracts" of reality (see Chart 7). This classification into 
three parallel aspect of Buddha-nature and the way reality "works" is 
another feature ofTien-t'ai philosophy. The three can be summarized 
as follows: 

Buddha-nature as the conditional causes .'~ of Buddhahood refers 
to the inherent potential and propensity for Buddhahood within all 
sentient beings which allows them to practice and build up the proper 
causes and conditions for attaining Buddhahood. In terms of the "three 
tracts" this corresponds to one's inherent disposition ~1Vt , if not 
obstructed by sundry passions and delusions, to perform the deeds re­
quired to realize the wisdom of a Buddha. 

Buddha-nature as the complete cause T ~ of Buddhahood refers 
to the inherent potential for wisdom in all sentient beings. In terms 
of the "three tracts" this corresponds to the illumination of wisdom 
U~ which destroys delusions and reveals the true nature of reality. 
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Buddha-nature as the direct cause IEIl§ of Buddhahood refers to 
the fact that all beings are inherently endowed with "the reality of 
true thusness" .Jt ~DJ.!I! in that they all participate in the true nature of 
reality. In terms of the "three tracts" this corresponds to the true na­
ture J}i;'11 of reality which is non-illusory and un-differentiated.M 

These three aspects, again, are not detached from each other but 
different aspects of one Buddha-nature and one reality. The Buddha­
nature, the potential in each sentient being to attain Buddhahood, 
consists of the ability to practice, the prior presence of wisdom which 
only needs to be uncovered, and participation in true reality which is 
simultaneously empty and conventionally existent. 

The rest of the characteristics of the Buddha consist of various vir­
tuous qualities such as the four Universal Vows, the perfection ofthe 
six paramitti., and so forth. The Buddha's "retribution" is actually the 
"reward" of perfect enlightenment and so forth for completing all 
practices and attaining Buddhahood. 

The Buddha has severed all delusions and passions and thus can­
not be "retributively" reborn in this samsaric world. However, Chih-i 
denies that Buddhahood involves complete extinction: the Buddha 
does enjoy the fruits of his labours which are described with a quote 
from the Lotus Satra as "immeasurable, undefiled, and pure" (T. 9, 
44b27). Thus Chih-i makes a distinction between "retribution" ¥RW: 
and "resultant reward" W:¥1i , and the Buddha can be said to have ei­
ther nine or ten "suchlike characteristics." 

This section closes with a summary discussion of the ten dharma 
realms and the reasons why Buddhahood is supreme, in terms ofthe 
simile of the Five Flavors and the threefold truth. 

The Buddha. Chih-i has already dealt with the realm of the Buddha 
and its supremacy with regard to the other nine dharma realms in the 
previous section. In this section he emphasizes the unity or integra­
tion of the Buddha-realm with all other aspects of reality. As Chih-i 
rhetorically asks: 

How can there be any dharma distinct from the Buddha? 
[There cannot.] All of the hundred realms and thousand such­
nesses are the objective realm of the Buddha. 

[T. 33, 69004-5] 

In other words, the Buddha is not a separate and detached realm from 
that of our world of passionate illusions, but an integrated and in-
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volved part of it. The difference is that only a Buddha truly under­
stands and perceives reality as it truly is. Understanding this vast reality 
requires a vast and penetrating wisdom. Both objective reality and the 
wisdom of the Buddha are thus "inconceivable", beyond conceptual 
understanding. In short, the dharma of the Buddha is "subtle." 

The Mind. Rather than define what "mind" means, Chih-i utilizes this 
section to provide a doctrinal basis for his teachings on contemplat­
ing the mind, or one's thoughts. He quotes the Avatarpsaka Satra that 
"the mind, the Buddha, and sentient beings are not distinct" (T. 9, 
478c29), and emphasizes the unity of the three. Chih-i does not use 
this verse to support a mind-only idealism. He proposes instead that 
the mind, or one's thoughts, is the most accessible of the three dhar­
mas, and thus should be the focus of one's contemplation and medita­
tion. Since the Buddha, objects, other sentient beings, and so forth, 
are all part of one reality, they are all included when one concentrates 
on one simple thought. This is illustrated with another quote from 
the Avatarpsaka Satra: "If one disports one's mind in the dharmadhtJ.tu 
as if in space, then one will know the objective realm of all Buddhas" 
(T. 9, 409c1). Chih-i interprets this passage in terms of the threefold 
truth: 

The dharmadhiUu is the middle. Space is emptiness. The mind 
and Buddhas are conventional existence. The three together are 
the objective realm of all Buddhas. This means that if one con­
templates [the thoughts of] one's mind, one can become endowed 
with all Buddha-dharmas. 

[T. 33, 690020-22] 

Contemplation of the thoughts in one's mind is the most readily 
available method of practice and can lead to the attainment of Bud­
dhahood and enlightenment concerning the true nature of reality 
which is simultaneously empty and conventionally existent. 

Chih-i's Interpretation of "Subtle": The Subtlety Of Objective Reality. Rela­
tive and Absolute Subtlety. Chih-i discusses in detail the meaning and 
implications of the term "subtle" in thirty categories, but first he makes 
a distinction between relative subtlety fElfHy and absolute subtlety 
~1if4y . Relative subtlety refers to that which is subtle only in contrast 
to that which is crude ~ . For example, the teachings of Mahayana 
in general are complete, great, and subtle in relative contrast to the 
incomplete, small, and crude HInayana teachings. Chih-i criticises Fa-
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yun for using the term subtle only in the sense of a relative subtlety. 
Absolute subtlety, on the other hand, refers to that which is subtle in 
itself, and not merely in contrast to that which is crude. This is ex­
plained with reference to the Fourfold Teachings. In the TIipitaka 
Teaching, the Dharma is taught expediently in accordance with the 
capacity of the listener, and opposites (such as crude and subtle) are 
integrated by denying the worldly truth and comprehending the real 
truth. In the Shared Teaching, the emptiness doctrine is utilized to il­
luminate the fundamental identity of phenomena and reality ~U$fffi 
£! . In the Distinct Teaching one "returns" to the conventional world, 
seeks the absolute as -conventional reality which is identical with the 
real ~UJ)tZ~, and realizes that nirod1J.a is this world of sa1f&Silra. In the 
Perfect Teaching all of the extremes are integrated and one realizes 
that there is nothing which is not the Buddha-dharma. As Chih-i says, 
"There is nothing which is relative, and nothing which is absolute" 
(T. 33, 697a7). 

Once again we are dealing with something which cannot be ade­
quately verbalized. Nevertheless, as Chih-i points out, since we must 
use words to describe it, the term "absolute" is the best we can do. 
The person who can attain insight into this "absoluteness" without 
recourse to words is like a horse which enters the stable just by catch­
ing a glimpse of a whip and does not need to be actually whipped to 
know where to go. Those of us who must have recourse to words are 
left with the task of dealing with Chih-i's detailed verbal explanations 
and his discussion of the implications of "subtlety." 

Thirty Categories of Subtlety. The meaning of "subtle" is further divided 
into thirty categories: ten under the theme of contemplating the mind, 
which corresponds to the dharma of the mind; ten under the theme 
of the original, eternal Buddha as taught in the last half of the Lotus 
Satra *r~ , which corresponds to the dharma of the Buddha; and ten 
under the theme of the historical manifestation, or "traces", of the 
Buddha as taught in the first half of the Lotus Satra ~r~ , which cor­
responds to the dharma of sentient beings. Actually in the Fa hua hsaan 
i Chih-i does not give any details under "contemplating the mind," 
and only briefly discusses the ten subtleties ofthe original Buddha (T. 
33, 765a-77lc). Most of the Fa hua hsilan i is concerned with the ten 
meanings of subtlety with regard to this realm of sentient beings. These 
ten categories are as follows: 
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The subtlety of objects tJt : a discussion of objective reality as 
the ten suchlike characteristics, twelvefold conditioned co­
arising, the four noble truths, the threefold truth, the two 
truths, the one truth, and no truth. 

The subtlety of wisdom ~ : a discussion of various kinds of 
wisdom and knowledge concerning objective reality. 

The subtlety of practice tf : concerning the kinds of practice 
which lead to the attainment of, and is guided by, wisdom. 

The subtlety of stages f:li: : the levels of attainment one attains 
through practice. 

The subtlety of threefold dharmas ='i:R : the integrated nature 
of the threefold aspects of reality and Buddha-nature. 

The subtlety of empathy and response ~JI : the unity of the 
sentient beings' empathy towards the Buddha, or capacity 
to attain Buddhahood, and the Buddha's power to approach 
and help sentient beings. 

The subtlety of supranormal powers ~1jI~: some of the supra­
normal abilities of the Buddha which he performs for the 
sake of saving sentient beings. 

The subtlety of preaching the Dharma ~i:R : the variety and 
ultimate unity of the various Hinayana and Mahayana scrip­
tures which are taught expediently for the purpose of saving 
sentient beings. 

The subtlety of attendants ffll5 : the qualities of those who at­
tend to the teachings of the Buddha. 

The subtlety of benefits fiji@: : the benefits which accrue to 

those who attend to the Buddha. 

JJ7 

Chih-i then gives scriptural support for these ten categories in the 
form of quotations from the Lotus Satra, and the reasons for discuss­
ing them in this order. Objective reality comes first because "the ob­
jects of the [true] aspects of reality are not something produced by 
Buddhas, gods, or men, but exist inherently on their own and have 
no beginning" (f. 33, 698bl-2). It is this interpretation of objective 
reality which will concern us for the remainder of this study. 

The Subtlety of Objective Reality. The objective realm is described by 
Chih-i in terms of the ten suchlike characteristics, twelvefold condi­
tioned co-arising, the four noble truths, the two truths, the threefold 
truth, one truth, and no truth. The objects of our experience and per­
ception are thus described as having certain content, such that it is 
more valid to speak of "objective reality" in this way than in others. 

That is not to say that Chih-i attributes substantial being to this 
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objective reality. These descriptions of objective reality include the 
concept of emptiness, that all dharmas are lacking in substantial Being. 
However, they also include the positive recognition of the reality of 
conventional existence: the temporary, interdependent, and provi­
sional existence of things which exist through the interplay of various 
causes and conditions. 

The section ends with the conclusion that ultimately words are in­
adequate to explain this objective reality. The term "one truth," even 
the term "no truth," consists of words which cannot fully convey reality­
as-it-is. Nevertheless Chih-i presents these concepts as more accurate 
for understanding objective reality than any others, as the most ac­
curate finger pointing at the moon. 

The Ten Suchlike Characteristics. This category was explained in the pre­
vious section (see pp. 130-134). 

Twelvefold Conditioned Co-arising. Twelvefold conditioned co-arising 
refers to the traditional Buddhist doctrine of the twelve links of de­
pendent origination (JJratrtyasamutpada) which consist of ignorance, 
volitional activity, consciousness, name-and-form, the six senses, con­
tact, experience, passion, attachment, existence, rebirth, and decay­
and-death. Chih-i classifies this twelvefold conditioned co-arising into 
four categories in terms of how it is understood by those in the Four 
Teachings: 

Conditioned co-arising conceptually understood as arising and 
perishing ,\~HI1:~ , corresponding to the Tripitaka Teach­
ing. 

Conditioned co-arising conceptually understood as neither 
arising nor perishing ,~jl:;P1:.:;P~ , corresponding to the 
Shared Teaching. 

Conditioned co-arising as beyond conceptual understanding 
yet as arising and perishing :;P,\l!,jl1:~ , corresponding to 
the Distinct Teaching. 

Conditioned co-arising as beyond conceptual understanding 
and as neither arising nor perishing :;P.~~I:;P1:.:;P~ , cor­
responding to the Perfect Teaching. 

The first level, which consists of conceptually understandingpratrtya­
samutpada as "arising and perishing," refers to the basic teaching of 
the law of cause and effect in which good deeds lead to good effects, 
and evil deeds lead to evil effects. According to Chih-i, this teaching 
supposedly counteracts the non-Buddhist beliefs in a creator/God, or 
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that things arise spontaneously, or that there are no causes at all. It 
is the teaching that phenomena are constantly arising and perishing 
and that nothing remains the same from one instant to the next. Chih­
i discusses various interpretations of this doctrine and deals with some 
problematic issues connected with this teaching.36 

The second level, which consists of conceptually understanding 
pratuyasamutpada as "neither arising or perishing," refers to the stand­
point of emptiness. There is no thing which either arises or perishes. 
All twelve links of conditioned co-arising, from ignorance to decay­
and-death, are without substantial being. Chih-i quotes the Suva1'lJ.lJ­
prabhlisa Satra: 

The essential mark of ignorance is that of inherently lacking 
substantial Being. It has existence only as the confluence of 
deluded conceptualizations concerning that which conditional­
lyarises. 

[T. 16, 340bl5-16] 

The third level, which consists of interpreting pratuyasamutpo,da as 
beyond conceptual understanding yet as arising and perishing, refers 
to the standpoint of conventional existence. This is different from the 
understanding of worldly phenomena WI*J at the first level, and refers 
to the realm which is beyond delusions Wj~ and is the level of the 
bodhisattva's and Buddha's involvement in the world which is beyond 
conceptual understanding. The activity and existence of Arhats, bod­
hisattvas, and Buddhas is not that of this samsaric world which invol­
ves karmic deeds and passionate attachments, but is pure and free of 
defilements such as delusions and passions. 

The content of this realm is not defined very well by Chih-i, which 
may be excused by the fact that it is supposed to be "beyond concep­
tual understanding." The purpose which it plays in Chih-i's scheme 
is to define the attainment of the Arhat and pratyekabuddha, who 
have transcended the ordinary realm of passions and delusions but 
have not attained the perfect niroa'{UL of bodhisattvas and Buddhas. In 
Hinayllna teachings the Arhat is said to have severed all delusions and 
attachments, but for the Mahayana the Arhat still has a way to go be­
fore attaining the same perfect enlightenment of the Buddha. 

Chih-i borrows from the ST'imiiladevi Satra and Ratnagotravibhiiga to 
illustrate this point. Arhats, or those who have no outflow of passions, 
still have four obstacles to attaining Buddhahood. These are (1) the 
condition II of fundamental ignorance, which combines with volition-
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al activity (2) to cause ~ (3) further rebirth j: in a mind-born body.s7 
The death of these mind-born bodies is, in contrast to the death suf­
fered by ordinary mortals, a (4) "destruction" !.l which is an "incon­
ceivable transformation" /FPf,~,~I!t~HE . These four qualities are 
contrasted with the four perfect qualities of nirvd'Qa, that of purity if, 
selfhood ~ , bliss ~, and eternity * (see Chart 8). This is summarized 
in tenDS of the threefold path ~~ of the cycle of saf!l.Silra: 

They do not attain great purity because of their condition (of 
having fundamental ignorance) which is the way of passions 
*JHI'\Jli. They do not attain the selfhood which has eight masteries 
because of their marks (of causes for future rebirth) which is the 
way ofkarmic deeds *Jli. They do not attain great bliss because 
of their rebirth which is the way of suffering 'IS'}.l. They do not 
attain an eternity which is without transformations because of 
their (experience of) destruction which is decay-and-death.S8 

[f. 33, 700aI2-14] 

Thus the enlightenment of the Arhat is still inferior to that of the 
Buddha. 

The final level, which consists of understanding pratityasamutpiida as 
beyond conceptual understanding and neither arising nor perishing, 
refers to the perfect integration of reality f! and phenomenal ap­
pearances .. . Enlightenment is identical with passions: this is the 
meaning of Buddha-nature as the complete cause of Buddhahood. If 
passions are fundamentally the same as enlightenment, then one is 
already endowed with the wisdom of Buddhahood. Liberation is iden­
tical with karmic deeds: this is the meaning of Buddha-nature as the 
conditional causes of Buddhahood. If karmic deeds are fundamentally 
the same as liberation from karmic effects, then one is capable of cul­
tivating the practices necessary for realizing Buddhahood. The Dhar­
ma Body is identical with suffering: this is the meaning of Buddha­
nature as the direct cause of Buddhahood. If suffering has no sub­
stantial reality but is merely a part of reality which is simultaneously 
empty and conventionally existent, then we are One with this reality 
and integrated with the Dharma Body of the Buddha. Thus at this 
highest level of the Perfect Teaching, the threefold path of ignorance 
(passions, karmic deeds, and suffering) is identical to the three vir­
tuous qualities (In"ajM-wisdom, liberation, and the Dharma Body) of 
the Buddha.59 This last understanding of conditioned co-arising is the 
one which is truly "subtle." 
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In each of these sections Chih-i first gives a detailed presentation 
of the subject, then discusses them in terms of "classification into crude 
and subtle," "exposing the crude and manifesting the subtle," and 
"contemplating the mind." The second section consists of re-examin­
ing the content and classifying it according to the categories of the 
Four Teachings and the Five Flavors. It is thus an evaluation of var­
ious interpretations in relative terms from the inferior to the supe­
rior, wherein the early teachings are expedient means leading to the 
perfect, subtle teachings. The third section goes beyond relative dis­
tinctions and emphasizes the unity of all teachings and interpretations. 
As Chih-i says with regard to conditioned co-arising, "How can there 
be a crude [understanding] which is conceptual and which is differ­
ent from the [subtle] understanding which is beyond conceptualiza­
tion?" (T. 33, 700b23-24) In this third section Chih-i returns to the 
standpoint of the unity of the crude and subtle, real and tentative, rel­
ative and absolute, and all other dichotomies. The fourth and last sec­
tion concerns the idea that "contemplating the mind means contem­
plating that one ignorant thought is identical to enlightenment" (T. 
33, 700c5). With regard to conditioned co-arising, all twelve aspects 
of conditioned co-arising are contained in one thought. Thus one can 
gain insight into all of reality and attain Buddhahood through the 
diligent and single-minded contemplation of one's thoughts, one by 
one, as they arise in the mind. These commments on contemplating 
the mind apply to all sections, but are abbreviated in later sections. 

The Four Noble Truths. Chih-i's fourfold classification of the four noble 
truths as explained in the Mo lw chih kuan has been introduced in 
chapter 1.40 Here we will examine Chih-i's presentation of the four 
noble truths in the Fa hua hsilan i. 

The four noble truths refer, of course, to the truths of suffering, 
the causes of suffering, the extinction of suffering, and the Path. A 
basic knowledge of these four truths is taken for granted and Chih-i 
does not bother to define or explain each of these four truths. Instead 
Chih-i interprets the four truths as a whole and classifies the levels, 
or ways of understanding the four truths, in a fourfold manner as in 
the pattern of the Four Teachings (see Chart 1). These four levels, or 
ways of understanding, the four noble truths are as arising and perish­
ing j:imG , as neither arising nor perishing ~j:~ , as immeasurable 
~:ii: , and as spontaneous ~1'F . 
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First Chih-i discusses "other interpretations" ofthe four truths, refer­
ring to the teaching of the "unlimited noble truths" of the Sri11ll'llildevl 
Satra. This discussion is probably inserted here because the S7fmilltfdevf 
SatTa uses some of the same terms, namely "immeasurable" and "spon_ 
taneous," to interpret the four truths, but with a different meaning. 
In the S7fmiiliidevf SatTa (T. 12, 22la20-b7) the understanding of the 
four truths by those of the two vehicles is described as deliberate and 
limited, and the understanding of the four truths by the Buddha is 
spontaneous (or "unconditioned") and immeasurable. Chih-i points 
out that he does not utilize this interpretation, and discusses the details 
later in his section on "the four truths as spontaneous." 

Chih-i's fourfold interpretation of the four noble truths is discussed 
in terms of the real !It and the middle ~ , reality· f.lI!. and phenomenal 
appearances $- . 

The four noble truths as arising and perishing is the understanding 
held by those who are still strongly deluded concerning the real truth 
because they understand the four truths in terms of the arising and 
perishing, cause and effect, of phenomenal appearances. Passionate 
and deluded karmic deeds cause suffering; the cultivation of the Path 
leads to an extinction of this suffering. This corresponds to the 
Hinaylina, or 1fipitaka, teaching of the four noble truths. 

At this point Chih-i discusses the meaning of the terms "noble" M 
and "truth" Yrff. "Noble" is contrasted to the heretical teachings which 
are destroyed. "1futh" is defined in three parts (T. 33, 701al4-17). I 
understand these three definitions of truth as referring to the ontologi­
cal, existential, and practical meanings of truth. 

First, Chih-i says, "it is called 'truth' because its self-nature is not 
nothingness" EI'I1::if'JiIIl. In Tien-t'ai terms, truth refers to reality which 
is neither nothingness nor substantial Being; it is simultaneously empty 
and conventionally existent. 

Second, "it is called 'truth' because one attains the enlightenment 
which is not mistaken by having insight into these four (truths)." This 
is the existential element of truth; it is validated through experience. 
When one has insight into these four truths, one experiences an in­
sight into reality which corresponds to what is truly there in its thus­
ness. 

Third, "it is called 'truth' because by means of this truth one can 
manifest it to others." This is the practical element of truth. One who 
realizes or has insight into truth, or reality as it truly is, can help others 
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attain the same enlightenment. As Chih-i points out. ordinary people 
do not perceive reality as it truly is. do not attain wisdom. and are not 
able to explain it. The ~r:ivaka. however. does perceive reality. does 
attain a kind of wisdom. and can explain it. in terms of "arising and 
perishing." 

The understanding of the four noble truths as neither arising 1WT 

perishing refers to the understanding of those who are only lightly 
deluded concerning the real truth because they understand it in terms 
of the emptiness of reality 1m . They understand that suffering. its 
causes and extinction. and the Path. have no eternal. substantial Being. 
This corresponds to the MaMy:ina teaching of emptiness in the Shared 
Teaching. 

The understanding of the four noble truths as immeasurable refers 
to the understanding of those who are strongly deluded concerning 
the integrated nature of all things. or the Middle !:P • because they 
understand it in terms of phenomenal appearances. This refers to the 
fact that. despite their emptiness. there is an infinite variety of 
delusions. aspects of ignorance. suffering. passionate karmic deeds, 
and so forth on the conventional level. The Path also must have im­
measurable aspects to cope with this infinite variety of delusions and 
so forth which must be overcome. This corresponds to the Mah:iy:ina 
teaching of the conventional existence of reality in the Distinct Teach­
ing. 

The understanding of the four noble truths as spontaneous refers to 
the understanding of those who are lightly deluded concerning the 
integrated nature of all things because they understand it in accor­
dance with reality. They are still "lightly deluded" in the sense that it 
is still verbalized. and the perfect and complete insight into reality is 
beyond words and conceptualization. It is called spontaneous because 
"there is no conceptualization, no thought. no one who creates or 
makes" (T. 33, 701b8). At this level one understands the identity of 
sarpstlra and nirva'{UL. of enlightenment and passions. 

Chih-i points out how this interpretation of the four truths as spon­
taneous differs from that of the STimilladevi Satra (T. 12.221 bl6-222a3). 
In the STimiiltldevi SiUra the third truth of extinction is singled out as 
containing the ultimate teaching ofthe Buddha. It is described as eter­
nal, true. and a refuge. in contrast to the other three truths which are 
transient, not true. and not a refuge. Chih-i rejects this interpretation 
as final, insisting that all four truths should be taken as a whole and 
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that all four are "eternal, true, and a refuge." He delegates the inter­
pretation of the Srirni1lildev'i SiUra to the Distinct Teaching, pointing 
out that it uses the term "spontaneous" but that its interpretation of 
the four truths is sequential and thus corresponds to his classification 
of the four truths as "immeasurable." 

In the last three sections Chih-i continues with his practice of clas­
sifying these fourfold four truths in terms of the five flavors (Clas­
sification into Crude and Subtle), then emphasizing their ultimate 
unity (Exposing the Crude and Manifesting the Subtle), and finally 
mentioning the contemplation ofthese four noble truths in the mind, 
one thought at a time. 

The Two Trnths. The last sections of Chih-i's discussion on objective 
reality consist of an analysis of the two truths, sa1f1:vrtisatya and para­
marthasatya, the threefold truth of emptiness, conventional existence, 
and the Middle, and the one single truth ofreality.41 Chih-i transcends 
the tendency of his predecessors in China to discuss the two truths 
merely in terms of yu and wu. He avoids the simple identification of 
yu with sa'TfW'(tisatya and wu with paramarthasatya, and the accompany­
ing assumption of two planes of reality. Instead he interprets the two 
truths in terms of the integrated nature of a single reality which is si­
multaneously empty of substantial Being yet conventionally existent 
as dharmas which conditionally co-arise. He incorporates all valid in­
terpretations of the two truths into seven categories, corresponding to 
the different levels of understanding by those of the Fourfold Teach­
ings. These levels are arranged in terms of how closely they reflect 
the ultimate, Perfect understanding of reality and the two truths as 
indescribable and beyond conceptual understanding, yet most validly 
described as the Middle Path which includes and integrates reality 
which is simultaneously empty and conventionally existent. 

Chih-i first gives a "summary of other opinions." He points out that 
the term "two truths" appears in all the Smras, but that it is extreme­
ly difficult to understand its meaning. This is illustrated with a quote 
from the Miao shlng ting ching, an apocryphal Chinese Sntra, which 
relates that the Buddha and Mafijugri fell into hell because they mis­
understood and argued about the meaning of the two truths.42 Next 
he gives examples of trends and figures in the interpretation of the 
two truths in China. Seng-min of the Chuang-yen ssu4ll is attributed 
the position that the two truths are "transcended" in Buddhahood. 
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Chih-i counters with the argument that if the two truths are trans­
cended, then what reality is illuminated and what delusions destroyed 
in attaining Buddhahood? In other words, the two truths and pheno­
menal reality are not a completely illusory realm to be transcended in 
order to attain a "separate" reality in Buddhahood, but all of reality 
and the two truths is an integrated, single reality which is perfectly 
understood and perceived only by a Buddha. 

Next, Chih-i mentions the Ch'eng shih lun scholars of the Liang Period 
(502-557), some of whom interpreted the two truths in terms of name 
~ , function m , and essence 'lil.« The scholars ofthe Ch'en Period 
(557-589) are also said to have offered various interpretations of the 
two truths, some criticizing the interpretations ofthe twenty-three dis­
putants in the Liang Period,45 and some proposing their own inter­
pretations. However, all of these people, according to Chih-i, rely on 
only one text or interpretation and mistakenly reject the others. 

Chih-i does not reject any text or valid interpretation concerning 
the two truths, but instead attempts to incorporate them all in a sys­
tem of seven levels of understanding the two truths. He recognizes 
that the Buddha offers various explanations at different times and cir­
cumstances in accordance with the listener's ability to understand. As 

Chih-i says, "The different explanations in the Siltras and treatises are 
all good tentative expedient means of the Tathagata" (T. 33, 702b12-
13). These various approaches undertaken by the Buddha are ofthree 
general types. The Buddha preaches the dharma in three ways: en­
tirely in accordance with the feelings or capabilities of the listener 
\lil,tilf, both in accordance with the feelings of the listener and accord­
ing to the wisdom of the Buddha \lil'tilf~, and directly and entirely in 
accordance with the Buddha's wisdom or insight \lil~. 

Preaching the dharma in accordance with the feelings or capacities 
of sentient beings refers to the Buddha's expedient means in tailor­
ing his message to the needs and conceptual capacity of various sen­
tient beings. All people are different. Their circumstances and ability 
to understand are different. Various explanations of the two truths 
are required to guide different people to attain enlightenment. 

The analogy of a blind man trying to understand the meaning of 
the color of milk is used as an illustration. People tell him that the 
whiteness of milk is like a shell, or like rice powder, or like snow, or 
like a white crane. The blind man misunderstands all of these analogies, 
but the analogies themselves are all valid. If the blind man could only 
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see, or directly perceive all of these objects, he would realize that they 
are all white. In the same way, the Buddha gives various interpreta­
tions of the two truths which are all valid to a certain extent, and those 
with eyes to see can perceive that they all refer to a single reality. 
Chih-i criticises past masters for being attached to a single text or in­
terpretation and not realizing their ultimate meaning and relative 
validity. All interpretations of the two truths in the Sutras are valid, 
at least as expedient means or a presentation of the dharma in accor­
dance with the capacities of sentient beings. 

The expedient explanations of the Buddha in accordance with the 
feelings of the listener correspond to the mundane truth, and the real 
truth refers to the content of that which is correctly perceived by the 
Buddha. According to Chih-i, there are times when the Buddha 
preaches the dharma as a mixture of expedient means and the direct 
presentation of his insight. At this level the preaching in accordance 
with the feelings of the listener corresponds to the mundane truth 
(sa'f!lvrtisatya) and the direct presentation of the insight of the Buddha 
corresponds to the real truth (paramiirthasatya). 

The direct preaching of the Buddha's wisdom corresponds to "the 
Noble One's awakening concerning reality" ~A'I'B-fI (T. 33, 702b26). 
This consists not only of a correct perception of the real, but also a 
complete understanding of the mundane, which would include the 
insight into their ultimate unity. At this level the real and mundane 
truths are understood as one reality, and even if the Buddha explains 
it in this way, it can be understood only by another Buddha. 

After summarizing other interpretations of the two truths, Chih-i 
gives his "correct classification ofthe two truths." First he defines the 
real truth as "the sign of the nature of reality"!Uii~·Ii. , and the mun­
dane truth as "the twelvefold conditioned co-arising of ignorance." 
This is sufficient for defining the meaning of the two truths, but this 
meaning cannot be comprehended by sentient beings due to their 
crude and shallow capacity for understanding. Therefore Chih-i con­
structs a classification of seven kinds, or levels, of understanding the 
two truths. These seven are as follows: 

The mundane truth refers to real existence liffi ,and the real 
truth refers to the extinction of this "real existence." 

The mundane truth refers to illusory existence f.7fi , and the 
real truth refers to identifying this illusory existence as empty 
of substantial Being. 
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The mundane truth refers to illusory existence, and the real 
truth refers to identifying this illusory existence as both 
empty and not empty. 

The mundane truth refers to illusory existence, and the real 
truth refers to the identity of illusory existence with both 
emptiness and non-emptiness; that all dharmas are both 
empty and not empty. 

The mundane truth refers to both illusory existence and the 
identity of illusory existence with emptiness, and the real 
truth refers to "neither existence nor emptiness" ::f1i::f~ . 

The mundane truth refers to both illusory existence and the 
identity of illusory existence with emptiness, and the real 
truth refers to "neither existence nor emptiness"; that all 
reality is included in "neither existence nor emptiness." 

The mundane truth refers to both illusory existence and the 
identity of illusory existence with emptiness, and the real 
truth refers to the fact that "reality includes existence, in­
cludes emptiness, and includes neither existence nor empti­
ness" (the threefold truth). 

147 

These seven categories of the two truths are discussed in six sec­
tions in terms of the levels of understanding of those in the Fourfold 
Teachings (see Chart 10). As one would expect, the highest (seventh) 
level corresponds to the understanding of the two truths in terms of 
the threefold truth in the Perfect Teaching.46 

1. The two truths as "real existence" • ff corresponds to the Tripitaka 
Teaching that all senses, sense organs, and their objects are truly real. 
In other words, it corresponds to the HInayana teaching ofthe reality 
or substantiality of individual dharmas, in contrast to the Mahayana 
teaching of the emptiness of dharmas. At this level, the real truth cor­
responds to extinguishing this mundane realm of "real dharmas" to 
attain the Buddhahood of ultimate extinction. 

2. The understanding of the two truths in terms of the emptiness 
of mundane, illusory existence corresponds to the Shared Teaching 
with its emphasis on the emptiness doctrine. It denies the substantial 
reality of individual dharmas and posits the emptiness of dharmas 
along with the emptiness of the self. Buddhahood is not attained by 
extinguishing dharmas (which have no substantial Being to begin 
with), but by realizing their inherent emptiness. As the Paiicavi",sati­
sahasrikii-prajnapiiramita Siltra says, "Form is identical to emptiness and 
emptiness is identical to form." At this level the mundane truth refers 
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to reality as immeasurable and multifarious phenomena .i! , and 
the real truth refers to reality as it truly is fli!, empty of substantial 
Being. 

3. The classification becomes a bit complicated in this third section. 
Here Chih-i discusses the second, third, and fourth of the seven cat­
egories under the rubric of "the two truths of illusory existence as 
both empty and not empty" (see Chart 10). For all three levels the 
content of the mundane truth is the same - illusory existence - but 
the content of the real truth becomes increasingly sophisticated. In 
terms of the Fourfold Teaching, these three levels correspond respec­
tively to those of the Shared Teaching, to those who "advance" from 
the Shared to Distinct Teaching ~Ij~~, and to those who "advance" 
from the Shared to Perfect Teaching III~Jm .47 Chih-i discusses the 
differences between these three. kinds of people in terms of how they 
respond to the phrase "neither with outflows nor without outflows" 
from the PancaviTf'iati-stihasrika-prajfUlparamitii SUtra. 

The first person, of the Shared Teaching, understands emptiness 
only in negative terms as a denial ofyu, or substantial Being. Thus he 
understands the phrase "neither with outflows" as referring to the 
non-mundane real truth, and the phrase "nor without outflows" as 
referring to the mundane truth. At this level the two truths are still 
understood in contrast to each other. Chih-i describes this one-sided 
emphasis on emptiness as an understanding of the two truths which 
is "in opposition to a single [substantial] reality" If ¥iIt. It denies the 
substantial reality of existence, but does not realize the positive value 
of conventional existence and "the emptiness of emptiness." 

The second person, one who advances from the Shared to the Dis­
tinct Teaching, denies both extremes and posits a distinct "middle 
reality" q:rfl . This "middle reality" is identified with the real truth. 
Chih-i describes this denial of dualistic realities as a realization of "non­
emptiness," or an understanding of the two truths which is "in oppo­
sition to plural realities" IHlllt such as yu and wu, or sa1[l1Jftisatya and 
paramjj:rthasatya. However, it posits a distinct rather than integrated 
"Middle" reality. 

The third person, one who advances from the Shared to the Per­
fect Teaching, realizes that both negations ("neither with outflows" 
and "nor without outflows") manifest the Middle Path, and that both 
"extremes" are included, without contradiction, in reality. This posi­
tion goes beyond the negativism of the first position emphasizing 
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emptiness, and the attempt to "transcend" dualities by positing a dis­
tinct reality in the second position, by recognizing the positive aspects 
of reality which integrate both "dualities" of yu and wu, or sa1{t'/lflisatya 
and paramil:rthasatya. Chih-i describes this positive view of reality as an 
understanding of the two truths which are "in opposition to an incon­
ceivable reality" !~~.~.~I~. 

The important insight at this level is the introduction of reality as 
the "middle." This is an insight which goes beyond the apparently 
dualistic aspects of existence and non-existence, Being and emptiness, 
with outflows and without outflows, or the mundane truth and the 
real truth, and incorporates them in a "Middle Path." 

4. The next level, which corresponds to those of the Distinct Teach­
ing, is described by Chih-i as understanding the mundane truth as the 
"non-Being of illusory existence," and the real truth as "neither Being 
nor non-existence." This corresponds to a recognition of convention­
al existence ff1 , emphasized in the Distinct Teaching, as neither sub­
stantial Being nor nihilistic nothingness. Conventional existence is not 
a complete illusion on the level of the imaginary horns of a rabbit or 
hair of a tortoise, but have reality as the conditioned co-arising of all 
things. 

If yu and wu are perceived as dualistic, this is the mundane truth, 
and to perceive the non-duality of neither yu nor wu corresponds to 
the real truth. 

5. This level is explicitly referred to by Chih-i as "the two truths of 
those advancing from the Distinct to the Perfect (Teaching)," and cor­
responds to the sixth of the seven categories. Here the understanding 
of the mundane truth is the same as in the previous category, but 
there is an advancement in the perception of the real truth. In Chih­
i's words, a person of the Distinct Teaching recognizes only "non­
emptiness" as reality, and must undertake conscious practices to realize 
this reality. Those of the Perfect Teaching spontaneously realize the 
truth concerning all of reality, just as it is, upon hearing of "non­
emptiness."48 This is the final insight a person of the Distinct Teach­
ing must have before advancing to the level of the Perfect Teaching. 

6. This final category is referred to explicitly by Chih-i as the "two 
truths of the Perfect Teaching." As Chih-i says "This is the direct ex­
position of the two truths which are beyond conceptual understanding" 
(f. 33, 703b21-22). Nevertheless the two truths are described concep­
tually as mutually identical, and non-dual yet two (merely verbally 
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discriminated into real and mundane). It integrates all aspects in the 
above understandings of the two truths in terms of the threefold truth: 
that all of reality includes conventional existence, includes emptiness, 
and includes the Middle (neither existence nor emptiness). This is the 
most valid of all ultimately inadequate attempts to verbally describe 
the content of the two truths.49 

The Threefold Truth. We have finally arrived at the main topic of this 
study and find that almost all that can be said on the subject has al­
ready been covered in previous sections. Chih-i's presentation of the 
threefold truth is relatively short for the same reason. Little is, or can 
be, said of the threefold truth itself. After defining the content of the 
threefold truth-emptiness, conventional existence, and the Middle­
its ultimate and subtle meaning can only be described as indescribable. 
Its meaning and importance are revealed as it provides a pattern or 
basis for clarifying other doctrines such as twelvefold conditioned co­
arising, the four noble truths, or the two truths. 

Chih-i begins by claiming that all SOtras contain the meaning of the 
threefold truth, even though they may not contain the term itself. 
Scriptural authority for the threefold truth, given here as the truth of 
existence :ff~f6 , the truth of non-Being ~af6 , and the supreme truth 
of the Middle Path ~Ji!;r;-.~m , is sought in the Ying to ching and 
Jen wang ching, two apocryphal Chinese SOtras which contain three 
truths formulations.50 

Chih-i adds that the Lotus Siltra also contains the meaning, if not 
the exact terms, of the threefold truth. He quotes the phrase "neither 
alike nor different" from the Lotus Satra (T. 9, 42cl6), and interprets 
it to mean that "alike" refers to the real truth, "different" refers to the 
mundane truth, and the phrase in its entirety refers to the Middle 
Path. Thus the meaning of the threefold truth is implicit in the 
Buddha's teachings even if the specific terminology of the threefold 
truth is not utilized. This is illustrated by pointing out that certain ter­
minology is utilized by different SOtras, such as the five stages of defile­
ment and two kinds of death in the Srimiillidevi Siltra, or the threefold 
Buddha Body in the LailJriivatara Siltra, but they are all expositions by 
the Buddha and thus fundamentally teach the same message. 

The core outline of this section on the threefold truth is Chih-i's 
classification of the threefold truth into five categories. This classi­
fication follows the same pattern and content as the seven categories 
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of the two truths, minus the first two categories. The first two cate­
gories of the two truths are rejected because they do not include the 
meaning of the Middle, which is essential to the threefold truth. The 
remaining five are the same in content, and correspond in the same 
way to the Fourfold Teachings, as the last five categories of the two 
truths (see Chart 10). The five levels proceed through fine distinctions 
to an increasingly sophisticated understanding of the Middle Path 
until one reaches the Perfect Teaching wherein it is understood that 
the real truth (emptiness), mundane truth (conventional existence), 
and the Middle are perfectly integrated. 

The first category corresponds to the understanding of those who 
advance from the Shared to the Distinct Teaching. At this level, as we 
have seen in the previous section, the phrase "neither with outflow 
(of passions) nor without outflow" is understood for the first time in 
the non-dualistic terms of the Middle. To have outflows of passion cor­
responds to the mundane truth, to be without outflows of passion cor­
responds to the real truth, and the combination of both corresponds 
to the Middle. Chih-i says that at this level "the Middle" is understood 
as separate, or different, from "emptiness" (or the two truths), and is 
not perceived as "including all dharmas." In other words, at this level 
the Middle is not yet understood as universally pervasive and one with 
the whole of a single reality. 

The understanding of the threefold truth by those who advance 
from the Shared to the Perfect Teaching is the same as the previous 
category with regard to the two truths, but there is a superior insight 
into the meaning of the Middle. At this level one perceives that the 
Middle not only integrates the two aspects of the two truths, but that 
the Middle "includes all dharmas," that all dharmas are simultaneously 
empty and conventionally existent. 

Those of the Distinct Teaching have an insight into the reality of 
conventional existence as neither substantial Being nor nothingness. 
To perceive these two aspects as a duality corresponds to the mun­
dane truth, and to recognize their non-duality corresponds to the real 
truth. However, as Chih-i says, this standpoint still posits a "Middle 
reality" in opposition to "the real truth." 

The understanding of those who advance to the Perfect from the 
Distinct Teaching is the same as the previous position in the inter­
pretation of the two truths, but recognizes the integration of the real 
truth and the Middle, 'that both the real and the Middle are "included 
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in the Buddha-Dharma." 
The final, ultimate level is that of the "Perfect threefold truth", or 

the understanding ofthe threefold truth by those of the Perfect Teach­
ing. At this level one realizes that "it is not only the Middle Path which 
completely includes the Buddha-Dharma, but also the real and the 
mundane [truths]. This threefold truth is perfectly integrated; one in 
three and three in one" (705a5-7). The mundane truth contains all 
ofreality, is all ofreality, and all ofreality contains the mundane truth. 
The same is true for the real truth and the Middle, for emptiness and 
conventional existence. These are all synonymous, integrated; one yet 
three and three yet one. All of reality is empty, is conventionally ex­
istent, is the Middle. All of reality is simultaneously empty of substan­
tial Being yet conventionally existent. The one subtle threefold truth 
is "incomparable" and "absolute subtlety" @~~j). This is the ultimate 
expression of the subtlety of reality. 

Chih-i's discussion of this subject is extremely brief. The Fa hua 
hsilan i notes that this subject will be explained further in the Mo ho 
chill koon, but actually the Mo ho chill koon does not contain a detailed 
analysis of the threefold truth as such. Later writings by Chih-i on the 
VimalakirtiniTde§a SatTa do contain short definitions of the threefold 
truth, but with little extended explanation. 

In the Ssu chiIUJ i (T. 46, 727c3-728a22) Chih-i relies again on the 
Ying 10 ching and fen wang ching to define the threefold truth as the 
truth of existence, the truth of non-Being, and the supreme truth of 
the Middle Path. The truth of existence is explained as follows: 

That which is deludedly perceived by sentient beings in this 
world of twenty-five realms is called existence .... This is also 
called the mundane truth, or the worldly truth. 

[T. 46, 727c5-7] 

The MahiiparinirotI'T)Q, SatTa's definition of the worldly truth as "that 
which is perceived in the mind by people of this world" is quoted as 
scriptural support.51 The truth of non-Being is explained as 

the perception of true emptiness by those of the three vehicles 
who transcend the world. There are no names ~:g and no marks 
~.m ; therefore it is called wu. . . . This is also called the real 
truth or the supreme truth. 

[T. 46, 727c8-11] 

The MahiiparinirotI'T)Q, SatTa is quoted again to define the supreme 
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truth as "that which is perceived in the mind by people who have 
transcended the world. ,,52 The supreme truth of the Middle Path is 
called the Middle 

because it avoids the two extremes. To avoid the two extremes 
means: to avoid the extreme of yu, the passionate views of ordi­
nary men, and to avoid the extreme of emptiness, the percep­
tion of no names and no marks by those in the two vehicles; to 
avoid the two extremes of the mundane truth and the real truth; 
to avoid the two extremes of the worldly truth and the supreme 
truth; to avoid all of these extremes. This is called non-duality. 
The reality of non-duality is called the Middle .... This is the 
enlightened perception of all Buddhas and bodhisattvas ... there­
fore it is called the supreme truth of the Middle Path. It is also 
called the truth of one reality -.~, and is also called empti­
ness };!~ , the Buddha-nature $11:, the Dharma realm it .. ". , 
thusness ~otlO , and the tathagatha-garbha ~o*ii. 

[T. 47, 727cl2-21] 

It is significant that Chih-i identifies "the supreme truth ofthe Mid­
dle Path" with such traditional Buddhist terms as thusness. dhar­
madhiitu, and the tathtigatha-garbha. for these are all positive expressions 
of ultimate reality. The Mahtiparinirvti:r.ta Sutra is quoted once again as 
scriptural support for the "third" truth as follows: "Ordinary people 
have attachments. Those of the two vehicles do not have attachments. 
The dharma of the bodhisattvas is that of neither Being nor nothing­
ness."5lI 

Finally, this section closes with Chih-i quoting the Mulamadhyamaka­
kArikii verse 24: 18, identifying the first two lines with the real truth, 
the third line with the mundane truth, and the last line with the 
supreme truth of the Middle Path.54 He adds explicitly that "this verse 
explains the reality of the threefold truth as taught in the Mahayana" 
(T. 46, 728al9-22). Here all the components ofthe threefold truth­
all dharmas, conditioned co-arising, emptiness, conventional existence, 
the Middle Path, the mundane truth, the real truth, and the supreme 
truth of the Middle Path-are defined and their interrelationship 
clarified.55 

Chih-i's commentary on the VimalakJrtinirde!a Satra, the Wei 1110 ching 
hsilan su, also contains a brief definition of the threefold truth along 
the same lines as the Ssu chiM i (T. 38, 534cl9-27). This section ends 
with the promise that the meaning of the threefold truth will be 
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explained in the commentary to the chapter "on realizing non-duality" 
A .If' -= £, but unfortunately Chih-i's commentary was cut short by his 
death. Whether Chih-i would have added or offered any new inter­
pretation of the threefold truth is a matter beyond any hope of recovery. 

We have seen that the threefold truth concept, though it is not in 
itself discussed in detail by Chih-i, provides the hidden structure be­
hind Chih-i's philosophy. It is the content of Chih-i's insight into the 
nature of reality. It pervades Chih-i's lectures after his first seclusion 
on Mt. Tien-t'ai, compiled as the Fa hua hsaan i and Mo ho chih kuan, 
and provides the key for understanding Chih-i's interpretation of the 
Buddha Dharma. 

The One Truth. The explanation of the threefold truth has already 
clarified the point that truth is One. The two truths are non-dual. 
Reality is an integrated unity. Chih-i illustrates this by quoting the 
metaphor of the drunk man in the Mahiipariniroli1',l4 SatTa who per­
ceives the sun as "spinning around." A sober man correctly perceives 
that there is only one sun, one reality, and that the spinning of the 
sun as perceived by the drunk man is caused by his deluded and 
drunken state. A deluded person thus has mistaken perceptions of the 
way things are, but an enlightened person perceives reality as it is and 
can see that the deluded person's perceptions are a mistaken inter­
pretation of reality. 

Reality is best described as "one," integrated, and interpenetrating, 
but as Chih-i points out, 

if one becomes attached to this reality, words concerning reality 
become empty words. Since a mistaken verbal view arises, it is 
called "crude." 

rr. 33, 705a24-25] 

Even the verbal expression "one truth" must be understood as an ul­
timately inadequate expression of reality. If one is attached to the con­
cept of "one truth," it is necessary to go one step further and deny 
the possibility of adequate verbal expression. In Chih-i's words, which 
presage the Ch'an / Zen proclamation to not rely on written words, 
one must "destroy [the notion of one truth] by saying 'no truth'." 

The one truth is [actually] no [truth]; all truth is at rest. Each 
and every [truth] is [ultimately] inexpressible .... 

It is necessary to say "no truth" for the sake of those who have 
not fulfilled attainment, and in their attachments give rise to 
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delusion. For those who have real attainment, there is [a positive 
truth]; for those [lost] in vain speculation, there is none. 

[f. 33, 705a28-29; b15-16] 
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Once again we find the tension in Chih-i's philosophy between the 
strong assertion that reality and truth are ultimately beyond language 
and rational concepts, and the recognition of the undeniable need to 
express the Buddha Dharma, "truth," and "reality" with words and 
concepts which are more valid than others. This is the task under­
taken by Chih-i in his lectures and writings, a short section of which 
has been discussed in this study. 

The incalculable influence ofChih-i's work on Sino-Japanese Bud­
dhism suggests that his insight into the Buddha Dharma was truly in­
cisive, and that he succeeded more than most thinkers in communi­
cating this insight. The Tien-t'ai school grew to be one of the most 
influencial Buddhist traditions in China and Japan. In China it was 
eventually overshadowed by the Ch'an and Pure Land movements, 
though the significant role of the Tien-t'ai tradition for these move­
ments has yet, I believe, to be adequately told (especially with regard 
to Ch'an).56 

In Japan Chih-i's Tien-t'ai tradition was transmitted by Saicho (767-
822) and provided the foundation for the all-embracing and influen­
tial Tendai school. The Tendai school incorporated various elements 
such as the esoteric tradition which were not part of Chih-i's Tien­
t'ai system, gave birth to the later independent movements of Zen, 
Pure Land, and Nichiren, and spawned some ofits own developments, 
such as embracing Shugendo (mountain asceticism) elements and 
evolving the Buddha-nature theory into a unique tradition (hongaku 
shiso *:W: ,~, ;m). However, as they say, that is another story.S7 

Postscript 

In this study we have examined the fundamental structure of Chih­
i's philosophy and his interpretation ofthe Buddha Dharma from the 
perspective of his threefold truth concept. This is a pivotal concept in 
Chih-i's system and one that provides the framework and pattern for 
his formidable systematization of Buddhist philosophy and practice. 

We have seen how this threefold truth is an appropriation and ex­
pansion of the M:ldhyamikan teaching of the two truths based on 
N:lgarjuna's Mulamadhyamaka-kiJ:rikii chapter 24, verse 18, and certain 
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phrases in apocryphal Chinese Buddhist texts. It developed in response 
to the Chinese attempt to understand Buddhist theory (particularly 
the two truths) in terms of wu and JU, and succeeded in transcending 
this false dichotomy. It pointed to a Middle Path beyond the contrast­
ing ontological standpoints of eternalism (Being) and annihilationism 
(nothingness) and beyond practical extremes of hedonism and as­
ceticism, to a synthesis and harmonious tension of emptiness and con­
ventional existence, of the sacred and profane, of this world and that 
world, of affirmation and negation, of niroil'IJD. and sa7pSilra, of en­
lightenment and ignorance. Finally, though this aspect has not been 
adequately discussed in this study, Chih-i provided a vast system of 
practice to realize the Buddhist path, much of it patterned on the 
same structure as the threefold truth. 

There are many other important facets of T'ien-t'ai philosophy 
which could be fruitfully examined. Emphasis on the doctrinal classi­
fication system, such as the Fourfold Teachings and/or Five Flavors, 
is a traditional approach which one finds also in Hurvitz (1960-62) 
and Chappell (1983). One could also study Chih-i's thought from the 
perspective of his insight into the Lotus Satra's ekayana doctrine, or his 
interpretation of the four noble truths, Buddha-nature, conditioned 
co-arising, or the four categories of the oneness of teaching, practice, 
persons, and reality. As we have seen in this study, all of these con­
cepts and teachings are interrelated in a comprehensive system of 
Buddhist philosophy. 

One could also approach Chih-i's interpretation of the Buddha 
Dharma from the perspective of practice. A major study could be done 
on the threefold contemplation of emptiness, conventional existence, 
and the Middle, based on the extensive discussions in the Mo Iw chih 
kuan, as the practical application of the threefold truth concept; or on 
the four kinds of practice outlined in the Mo Iw chih kuan; or on the 
detailed and concrete instructions for Buddhist practice taught by 
Chih-i in his many works (much of which certainly influenced the de­
velopment of the Ch'an I Zen tradition). In this study I have merely 
outlined this vast and comprehensive systematization of Buddhist 
doctrine and practice by Chih-i from the perspective of one of its cen­
tral concepts, the threefold truth. 
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A Translation of 
The Fa Hua Hsilan I 

[691a6] Second, 1 the distinct [characteristics of the Lotus Satra] are in­
terpreted in five sections. [These five sections are: Interpretation of 
the Name, Discussion of the Essence, Clarification ofthe Gist, Discus­
sion of the Function, and Classification of the Teachings.] 

MUD-FA ~~~ 

[691a6] First, there are four parts to interpreting the name: Classifica­
tion into Shared and Distinct, Determination of the Order, Transcen­
dance of the Old [Interpretations], and Correct Understanding. 

[69Ia7] The name of the Lotus Blossom of the Subtle Dharma [Miao-fa 
lien-hua ~~ji., Saddharma puTJ4arika siltra] is different from all other 
scriptures; this is a distinct [characteristic]. [For all scriptures] to have 
the title "Sutra" is a shared [characteristic]. The establishment of these 
two terms [shared and distinct] includes three meanings with reference 
to teaching ifc , practice ~T , and reality J.! . There are distinctions in 
the teachings [of the Buddha] with regard to conditions, but the teach­
ings share a common message.2 There are distinctions in practice with 
regard to the ability to receive, but there is a common shared prac­
tice with regard to that which is to be realized.s When reality is inter­
preted with regard to names, then there are distinctions. When names 
are interpreted in accordance with reality, then there is shared com­
monality. 

[This first paragraph is a summary of the similarities and dif­
ferences between the utus SiUra and other scriptures. Chih-i 
now discusses this issue in more detail. In fact, the rest of the 
Fa hua hsilan i is an extended discussion of this subject.] 

[691all] Teachings are [taught] basically * in response to capabil­
ities. There are distinctions and differences in the scriptures because 
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the capabilities [of sentient beings] are not the same. The golden words 
in a beautiful voice [i.e. the Buddha's sermons] all share a commonality 
in the sense that they are all words of the Buddha. Therefore we use 
the two terms of "shared" and "distinct" [with regard to teaching]. 

[691a13] With regard to practice: sentient beings can enter nirvi11J,Q., 
the true Dharma treasure [house], through various gates. It is like the 
cause [for rebirth in a physical samsaric] body was explained various­
ly by five hundred monks, and the Buddha said that none were in­
correct.· Thirty-two bodhisattvas each entered a [different] gate of 
non-duality [each gave a different interpretation of non-duality], yet 
Mat\ju~rI approved of them all.1I The Ta chih tu lun" clarifies that all 
/lnllptlna breathing meditations7 are [included in] the Mahayana, be­
cause they are all unattainable 1'liTf# .8 One should know that prac­
tices are distinct, but that which is to be realized is the same. 
GUQabhadra says that "although all the [Buddhist] treatises appear to 
be different, the reality [underlying] practice 11~rrfJ 9 is the same."IO 

[691a18] Concerning reality: though it is non-dual, it has many names. 
The Ta chih tu lun says, "Prajfia-wisdom is a single dharma, though 
the Buddha explains it with many terms." II The Mahilparinirvtl7J,Q, Satra 
says that liberation is also like this: it has many terms. 12 It is like Indra, 
the Lord of Heaven, who has a thousand different names.13 Since the 
names are different there are distinctions. Since the reality is one there 
is shared commonality. 

[691a21] Now, to call [the Lotus SiUra] the "Satra" of "the subtle Dhar­
ma" reflects the shared commonality and the distinctiveness of its 
teachings. To speak of "A great cart given to all the sons equally"a 
and "They rode this jeweled vehicle directly to the place of enlighten­
ment,,11I reflects the shared commonality and distinctiveness of prac­
tice. Or, to speak of the "true aspects of reality" 1ft§ ,16 or to speak 
of "the Buddha's knowledge and insight" f$~[).w., 17 or oC"Mahayana," 
or of "household chores" ~~ ,18 or ofthe "single ground" -jil!, 19 or 
oC"real thing" _. ,20 or oC"the place oCtreasures" .~ ,21 or oC"the 
jewel sown" [in the garment] fi:~ ,'1.2 or of "great undifferentiating 
wisdom" 5f~*.,23 these all refer to the shared and distinct [aspects] 
ofreality.2. Based on these three meanings [of teaching, practice, and 
reality] I have established the two terms [of shared and distinct]. 

[69Ia26] Question: If the teacher is not the same, then the teachings 
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which are established are also different. How can you say that the 
"golden words spoken in a beautiful voice" are teachings with shared 
commonality?25 

Answer: There are two kinds [of teachings]. The first is "suitable" 
'l'5t [teaching],26 the second is "transcendental" ~ii'i [teaching].27 

Suitable [teaching] refers to the preaching of various teachings ap­
propriate to various conditions, like the Buddha of the Tripitaka 
[Teaching]. Since the conditions are distinct, the teachings are distinct. 
[However,] since [fundamentally] the Lord is one, the teachings have 
a shared commonality. [That is, they are in basic agreement.] If one 
practices based on these teachings, there is the [varying] ability to 
receive28 and [the one common goal] which is to be realized. 

Although various names are given for reality, actually there are not 
numerous [different] realities. The Lotus SatTa [illustrates this and] 
says, "[The father] took off his jeweled necklace ... and put on dirty 
robes" and said "If you work diligently there is no need to go else­
where. I will increase your wages" and finally "poured oil on his feet.,,29 
This is a limited explanation of the principle of physical and verbal 
practice [suitable for certain people] and there is no further inter­
pretation.so The "suitable" teachings, practice, and reality of the 
Shared, Distinct, and Perfect [Teachings] are also like this. [If under­
stood in this way], the meaning [of the distinct aspects] is easy to un­
derstand, but the integrated [Oneness] of reality is difficult [to 
understand]. 

Second, "transcendental" means that in whatever place, there the 
Lord of the Four Teachings distinctly exists in various bodies, with 
various words, and gives various sermons. [At some times and places] 
he hides his grand body of immeasurable virtues and is manifested as 
six feet tall, shining gold and purple. [At other times and places] he 
does not preach the sweet taste and eternal pleasure [of nirva~] but 
the bitter taste of transciency. For him [as Sakyamuni] to reject the 
royal robes and pick up the dung pot is called an "expedient means" 
15f9! [upaya]. If he opens the gate of expedient means and reveals the 
aspects of true reality tlt. [as in the Lotus SatTa], the body one faces 
is the perfect and eternal body; the Dharma one faces is the perfect 
Dharma; the practice and reality one faces are all true reality. 

In this way, although these are all the shared teachings of one voice 
[ofthe one eternal Buddha], there are distinctions such as Hlnayana 
and Mahayana. Although there are long and short as to the capacity 



CHIH-I'S FA HUA HSOAN I 167 

[of sentient beings] to receive, that which is revealed is ultimately only 
one. Various terms name one ultimate [reality]. Only one ultimate 
[reality] is given many names. To discuss the shared and distinct aspects 
of teaching, practice, and reality in this way makes it difficult to un­
derstand the [distinct] aspects, but easy to clarify [the one underlying 
principle of] reality. 

[691b15] Determining the order of "subtle Dharma" [miao-fa] means 
that if we follow convenience [in understanding the] meaning, we 
should first clarify [the meaning of] Dharma and then discuss its sub­
tlety. As it is written [in the Lotus SiUra], "My dharma is subtle and 
difficult to conceptualize" ;jX7;Mj>ift~, .SI Ifwe follow grammatical pro­
portion, [the adjective] "subtle" should come first and later [the noun] 
"Dharma." 

If one wishes to praise someone, one calls him a likable fellow. If 
there is no praiseworthy person, then what would one call a "likable 
fellow"? Therefore first there must be a [worthy] person, and later 
[the appellation] "likable." This title [of the Lotus Sutra] follows gram­
matical proportion, therefore [the word] "subtle" comes first and [the 
word] "Dharma" later. In interpreting the meaning it is convenient 
to first [discuss] Dharma and then its subtlety. Although we speak of 
an order, first and last, they are not mutually contradictory. 

[691b20] There are very many old interpretations [of the subtlety of 
the Lotus SiUra] which I will summarize by discussing four masters. 
[Dharma Master Huei-]kuan of the Tao-ch'ang [ssu J]l.tlhll!.t2 says that 
although three [paths, vehicles] are taught to people according to their 
capabilities, these three are not truly real and ultimately they all depend 
on one [vehicle, or reality]. This is called the supreme [teaching], and 
since it is supreme it is called "subtle."ss He quotes the Lotus SiUra 
saying, "This [unique] vehicle is very subtle, pure and supreme; in all 
the world there is none that is superior."s4 He also says that though 
words are used to express that which is beyond form, the essence 
transcends the duality of fineness and crudity; therefore [the dharma 
of the Lotus Sutra] is subtle.55 Again he quotes the Lotus SiUra: "This 
Dharma cannot be expressed; words, which are signs, are quiescent.,,86 

[The Dharma Master Huei-]chi tlli!f [ofthe temple Fa-hua ssu] in 
Hui-chi It'~~ S7 says that "subtlety" manifests the meaning of iden­
tity IPl . [He says that] in the past [before the time of the Lotus Sutra] 
the three causes ~~S8 were differentiated and the three results ~ * S9 
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were distinct. Therefore this [pre-Lotus Stura teaching] did not deserve 
to be called subtle. 

The Master[s] in the North ~t!fMili40 say that the principle of reality 
is not three; that the teaching of three [vehicles] is crude and the in­
terpretation of "not three" is subtle. Their intention is the same [as 
mine], but their words are weak. 

[691b29] [Dharma Master Fa-]yUn of the Kuang-chai [ssu: 1t~:t: tl 
says that "subtle" refers to the e!w,yarta doctrine of cause and result.42 

[Fa-yUn says that] the past [pre-Lotus Sfltra teachings of] the cause and 
result [of Buddhahood] had three kinds of "crudeness," and the pres­
ent teaching of cause and result [of Buddhahood in the Lotus Stura] 
has three kinds of "subtlety." 

[691cl] The crudeness of the past [teachings on] the cause and result 
[of Buddhahood] are as follows. [First, three criticisms of the past 
teachings on the causes of Buddhahood:] a narrow [interpretation] of 
the essence of causes ~g~ ; inferiority of causal stages ~f:itr ; and 
shortness in the function of causes ~m~li . 

1. [The pre-Lotus Sfltra teachings say that] §rllvakas cultivate the four 
noble truths, pratyekabuddhas cultivate twelvefold dependent co-aris­
ing, and bodhisattvas cultivate the six pilramitiJ. These three causes are 
discriminated and cannot be integrated, therefore it is [criticized as] 
a narrow [interpretation] of the essence of causes.45 

2. In the past44 [it was taught that] one who practices on the ninth 
stage of the unobstructed path4& is called a bodhisattva, but [this one] 
has not yet severed [everything needed to] master the Path and has 
not yet transcended the triple world. Therefore it is said to be of in­
ferior causal stages.* 

3. [According to past teachings,] at the completion of the ninth [stage 
of the] unobstructed [path], one has conquered the four levels of 
delusions ~11,47 but has not yet conquered [fundamental] ignorance. 
Therefore this is said to be "short in function. ,,48 

For these three reasons the past [teachings concerning] causes are 
called "crude." 

[691c7] In the past, [teachings concerning] the result [of Buddhahood] 
were crude [in the sense of] narrowness of essence gJJl , inferiority 
of stages f:itf.b , and shortness of function m ~ . 

[First, they taught the doctrine ofniroa~] with and without remain­
der and did not include the concepts of the positive virtues [of niroa~, 
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luch as eternal. blissful. selfhood. and pure]. 49 therefore it is called 
"narrow in essence.,,50 

Second. they [metaphorically] remain at the stage of the magical 
castle5! and do not transcend [this illusory world of] transformations. 
Therefore it is called "inferior in stages.,,52 

Third. [they taught the attainment of] the nine liberations JLfWH#.5S 
and cease [practice] upon removing the four levels of delusions. and 
do not destroy [fundamental] ignorance. Also. [their interpretation of 
~llkyamuni's] eighty-year life span [includes only] the long eon pre­
vious [to his life as Sakyamuni]. and his next life is considered to be 
no longer than the above eon.54 Therefore it is called "short in func­
tion."M 

For these three reasons the past [teachings concerning the] result 
[of Buddhahood] are called "crude." 

[691cll] The present [teachings of the Lotus SatTa concerning the] 
causes [of Buddhahood] are vast in essence gil( • eminent in stages 
1:ll:~ • and long in function fflrWl . 

[The Lotus SatTa teaches that] the three are gathered into one so 
that all good things are bound together; therefore it is "vast in es­
sence." [The Lotus Satra teaches that one] does not stop at practicing 
the unobstructed path within this [triple] world. but transcends this 
world and practices the bodhisattva path; therefore it is "eminent in 
stages." [The Lotus SatTa teaches that] one does not stop at [the stage 
of] non-obstructions having conquered delusions and put an end to 
passions. b~t advances to conquer ignorance; therefore it is "long in 
function." The present [teaching of the Lotus Satra concerning] causes 
[of Buddhahood] is subtle for these three reasons. 

The present [teachings ofthe Lotus SatTa concerning the] result [of 
Buddhahood] are subtle for three reasons: it is vast in essence. eminent 
in stages. and long in function. 

[The teaching of the Lotus SatTa concerning] the essence [of Bud­
dhahood] is that one is endowed with all virtues and is completely en­
dowed with all good qualities; therefore it is "vast in essence." [The 
teaching of the Lotus SatTa concerning] stages is that one reaches the 
"place of treasures,,;56 therefore it is "eminent in stages." [The teach­
ing of the Lotus SatTa is that] one severs the five levels of delusions5? 

and lengthens one's lifespan with supra normal powers to benefit sen­
tient beings; therefore it is "long in function." These three meanings 
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reveal the "subtlety" of the present [teachings of the liJtus SatTa], that 
is, the "subtlety" of the ekaylJ:TUL doctrine of the cause and result [of 
Buddhahood]. 

[691cl9] Of all the present and past interpretations [of miao and the 
liJtus SatTa], that of Fa-yun is the best. If we consider the interpreta­
tion of Mahayana in southern China, many have followed [the inter­
pretations of] Seng-chao and Kumarajlva. Seng-chao and Kumarajlva 
often follow the interpretations of the Shared Teaching.58 Fa-yun's in­
terpretation of miao is much more advanced. Now I will first criticize 
Fa-yun. and the rest will be swept away by the blast.59 

[691c22] Here are four criticisms concerning [Fa-yun's comments on] 
the vastness and narrowness of [teachings concerning] the essence of 
the causes [of Buddhahood]: 

If one says that the past [teachings concerning] the essence of the 
causes [of Buddhahood] were narrow and thus "crude," then what 
does one mean by "past"? If one means the Tripitaka teachings, this 
criticism is just, but if by the past one refers to all teachings previous 
to that of the liJOO SatTa, then this criticism is inappropriate. Why? 
Because the PTajiUipilTamitil [Smras] teach that "All dharmas are in­
cluded in the Mahayana.,,60 Therefore there is no need for other 
vehicles. The ViSe$acinta-brahmapariPrcchii. SatTa clarifies that "The 
universal practice of all bodhisattvas is to understand the dharma­
marks [the characteristics of reality]."61 In the Avatarpsaka Satra one 
enters the dharmadhiUu without moving from the J eta Grove.62 The 
VimalakirtiniTde!a SatTa says, "To know all dharmas in a single thought: 
this is to sit on the seat of enlightenment [bodhima~]."65 

Such are the past [teachings concerning the] causes [of Buddha­
hood]. There is nothing they leave out. How can one call them nar­
row? If [Fa-yun] says that this present [teaching of the liJtus SatTa] is 
vast in [it's teaching concerning] essence, then how can he say that 
[the liJtus Satra] is complete in it's clarification of causes and condi­
tions [for attaining Buddhahood]. but incomplete in it's lack of clarifica­
tion of the complete cause T tzg [for attaining Buddhahood]?64 

How, also, can [Fa-yun] say that [the liJtus SatTa teaches] a finite 
Buddha ~-mtzg 65 when [the liJtus Satra says] that [the Buddha's life] 
previously exceeded [in length of years the number of] the sands of 
the Ganges River, and his next life is twice the above number.66 If one 
is already endowed with the causes of transciency, then how can one 
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attain the result of eternity? If both the causes and results are those 
of transciency, then how can these transcient people perceive their 
[eternal] Buddha-nature? 

Since [Fa-yun's interpretation is that] this [Lotus Sutra] does not con­
tain the complete meaning T * [nitartha], therefore [Fa-yun's inter­
pretation of the] essence [of Buddhahood] does not include [the perfect 
teaching of] the Oneness of Practice rr- . Since [Fa-yun says that the 
words of the Lotus Satra] are not completly perfect words mi*, [Fa­
yon's interpretation of] essence does not include [the perfect teach­
ing of] the Oneness of Teaching ~- . Since [Fa-yun says that the 
Lotus Sutra] does not [teach the doctrine of] eternal abiding, [Fa-yun's 
interpretation of] essence does not include [the perfect teaching of] 
the Oneness of Persons A - . Since [Fa-yun says that in the Lotus 
SatTa] the Buddha-nature is not perceived, [Fa-yun's interpretation 
of] essence does not include [the perfect teaching of] the Oneness of 
Reality J.lI!.- .67 

One should know that this [interpretation of] causes [by Fa-yun] is 
narrow even among the narrow. To be narrow means that it is crude. 
[The teaching concerning] the essence [of Buddhahood] in the past 
was already vast; it is actually the past [teachings]68 which are subtle. 
Through this single criticism one can already know [the difference 
between] crude and subtle [interpretations]; step by step I will make 
further criticisms. 

[692a9] Here are four criticisms concerning [Fa-yun's interpretation 
of] the sup~riority and inferiority of the causes [for attaining] the 
stages [leading to Buddhahood]. 

[The Paficavi""sati-siihasrikti.-prajiiiiparamita Sutra says,] "Prajiiiipara­
mita is ... the most superior spell, the incomparable spell.,,69 Super­
ior people should seek superior doctrine. The teaching of the causes 
[of Buddhahood in the Paficavi""sati-sahasrikil-prajiiiiparamita satra] 
thus is not inferior. 

The Ta chih tu lun says, "Bodhisattvas transcend this triple world and 
experience the body of the dharma-nature,,,7o and thus have practiced 
bodhisattva practices. Thus the practices71 as causes [for Buddhahood] 
are not inferior. 

In the Vimalaklrtinirde!a Sutra the bodhisattva's virtues are praised 
as "approaching the unequalled Buddha in masterful wisdom."n [The 
Vimalakirtinirde!a Satra also says] "Those in the ten directions who 
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behave like Ma.ra are all [bodhisattvas who] dwell in the state of in­
conceivable liberation."" Therefore [the teaching concerning] the 
causes for persons [to attain Buddhahood] is not inferior. 

In this way the four categories of Oneness concerning the causes 
[of Buddhahood in the so-called past teachings] are all superior. How 
can they be called "crude"? If [Fa-yUn] says that [this teaching of the 
Lotus Siltra concerning] the causes [of Buddhahood] is "superior," then 
why is the teachin~ [of the Lotus Satra] classified as the fourth [out of 
five] time periods? 4 Why [does Fa-yUn say that in the teaching of the 
Lotus Siltra] the level of attainment culminates in dwelling in the state 
of unobstructedness upon conquering ignorance? Why is the Bud­
dha75 assigned a samsaric body and not a body of dharma-nature 
[dharmata]? Why is reality suddenly [interpreted as] finite, and [the 
Lotus Satra said to be] without insight into Buddha-nature? 

You should know that these causes [of the attainment of Bud­
dhahood] are lacking in the four categories of Oneness [of teaching, 
practice, persons, and reality]; these stages [of attainment] are inferior 
and crude. The past [teachings] contain the four categories of One­
ness, and are thus superior and subtle. 

[692a21] Here are four criticisms of the length or shortness of the 
causes of [the Buddha's] function.76 

The Ta chih tu lun ex~lains in various places the concentrations 
which destroy ignorance. 7 This teaching is "long" in function. 

[The Ta chih tu lun also explains that] "Not knowing [the truth con­
cerning] phenomena is called ignorance. The Buddha [is endowed 
with] all types of wisdom and knows all dharmas.,,78 [The Vimala­
kirtinirde!a Satra says,] "Knowledge and ignorance are non-dual. If one 
realizes that ignorance is unattainable [beyond conceptual under­
standing], then one realizes that ignorance does not exist [substantial­
ly]. This is the meaning of "entering the gate of non-duality."79 This 
is "long" in practice. 

Also, if one practices prajiia for one day, it is comparable to the sun 
which surpasses the firefly in illuminating the world. If a person enters 
a Campaka grove, he does not smell any other scent;80 who would 
return to enjoy the good qualities of the two vehicles? Those who [in 
the Vimalakirtinirde!a Satra] could sit [on the thrones] without paying 
homage,8! and those to whom the flowers did not cling82 have all at­
tained the stage of non-retrogression. Therefore these people are 
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"long" in function. 
[It is written], "Visible forms are unlimited, therefore prajM is un­

limited. Sensation, conceptualization, feelings, and consciousness are 
allo unlimited, therefore prajna is unlimited.,,811 Therefore this prin­
ciple [ofreality as taught in these texts] is "long." 

It should be known that [the texts of] the past are "long" in teach­
ing, practice, people, and reality. They are long, therefore they are 
subtle. 

If [Fa-yun] says that [the Lotus SatTa's teaching on] the causes [of 
Buddhahood] is long in function, how can he say that the Lotus Satra 
il a teaching which conceals true reality fI:f§ ?84 [If this is so, then] 
this teaching [of the Lotus SatTa] is "short." If its practices conceal true 
reality, then it is "short." If it conceals true reality by not clarifying 
the Buddha-nature, then it's principle ofreality is "short." It lacks the 
four categories of Oneness. [If Fa-yun's interpretation is valid, then] 
this present [Lotus SatTa] is "short," and thus crude. Function is "long" 
in past [Satras]; since they are long they are subtle. 

[692b4] Here are four criticisms of the vastness or narrowness of the 
essence of the result [of Buddhahood]. 

[Fa-yun] says that the past [texts teach that the] essence of the result 
[of Buddhahood] is that of [niTVa~] with and without remainder. If 
[the result of Buddhahood] does not include all virtues, then it is nar­
row and crude. This [interpretation by Fa-yun] fits this description! 

[The Paiicavi:r"sati-sahasrikii-prajnapaTamita SatTa says that] "PrajM is 
the mother of the Buddha, and guards the Buddhas of the ten direc­
tions.,,85 [The VimalakirtiniTde1a SatTa says] "I have not yet heard such 
a profound Satra concerning true reality.',86 It should be known that 
the past essence of the result [of Buddhahood] contains all virtues. 

If [Fa-yun] says that the essence of the result [of Buddhahood as 
taught in the Lotus satra] is vast and contains the complete [teach­
ings], how can he also say that some [of the teachings of the Lotus 
SatTa] are complete or incomplete and some are perfect or imperfect? 
How can [Fa-yun] say that the result of Buddhahood [as taught in the 
Lotus Satra] is finite and lacking in selfhood, bliss, purity, and all such 
good qualities? Then the meaning of "vast" is not consistent. 

If the essence is to be vast, then the Dharma Body should pervade 
all places. How then can [Fa-yun] say that [the Buddha's lifespan] is 
only eighty [years], or seven hundred immeasurable eons? When [the 
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Buddha] enters extinction and [his physical body is] reduced to ashes, 
does he not leave this [shore] and go to the other [shore]? If the es­
sence is to be vast, it should include the five kinds of eyesight 1i.~ 87 

which can perceive the Buddha-nature. It should be known that this 
essence of the result [of Buddhahood] lacks the four categories of One­
ness, so it is narrow and crude. One should admire the past [teach­
ings found in older Sntras] rather than the present [interpretation of 
the Lotus SatTa by Fa-yun], for the past [teachings] are more subtle. 

[692b14] Here are four criticisms of the eminence or inferiority of the 
[interpretation of] the resultant stage [of Buddhahood]. 

If the present [teaching of the Lotus SatTa as interpreted by Fa-yun 
concerning] the resultant stage [of Buddhahood] is eminent, then in 
his classification of teachings why is [the Lotus SatTa] classified lower 
than the fifth [and highest level of] teachings.? Why does [he teach 
that] practice does not continue beyond the finite [world]? Why does 
[he teach that] a person does not advance beyond this samsaric exis­
tence? Why does [he teach that] the principle of reality is not the full 
completion of the secret store m~ii ?88 

It should be known that these present [interpretations of Fa-yun 
concerning the] resultant stage [of Buddhahood] lacks the four cate­
gories of Oneness, so they are all inferior and crude. The past [texts 
and teachings concerning the] resultant stage [of Buddhahood] in­
clude the four categories of Oneness and thus they are all eminent 
and subtle. 

[692bl8] Here are four criticisms [of Fa-yun's interpretation] of the 
length or shortness of the function of the result [of Buddhahood]. 

If the present [teaching of the Lotus SatTa as interpreted by Fa-yun 
concerning] function of the result [of Buddhahood] is that it is "long," 
then why [does Fa-yun say that] the teachings [of the Lotus SatTa] do 
not clarify the eternal abiding [ofthe Buddha]? Why does practice not 
immediately destroy ignorance? Why doesn't a person become iden­
tical with Vairocana? Why is the principle of reality not identical with 
the Buddha-nature? It should be known that this present [interpreta­
tion of the Lotus SatTa by Fa-yun concerning] the result [of Bud­
dhahood] is not the subtle Dharma. Is it not crude? 

[692b22] Also, what is the supranormal power called the "extention 
of life through supranormal power IP$Jm .,,89 If it is a conscious f'F~ 
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lupranormal power, then it is the same as the supranormal powers of 
the infidels.90 If it is a supranormal power [based on the pure state] 
of no outflows [of passion: an4srava], then it is the same as the supranor­
mal powers of the Hlnayana. If it is a supranormal power [based on] 
true reality .fEl, then it is not something which is actually lengthened 
or not lengthened or can be lengthened or not lengthened. "To be 
able to lengthen" means merely to lengthen one's lifespan, but not to 
be able to "lengthen" one's eyesight so that one can perceive the Bud­
dha-nature.91 If one cannot "lengthen the tongue" to teach the eter­
nal abiding [of the Buddha], and the eye to perceive the Buddha­
nature, then one knows that this [power] is not the [Buddha's] 
lupranormal power based on true reality. How can one say that this 
[interpretation of Fa-yun concerning supranormal power] is not 
crude?9\! 

Through the first criticism one can already know the crudeness [of 
the Lotus SUlra if one accepts Fa-yun's analysis], and the later criti­
cisms emphasize this fact. This is a classification into crude and sub­
de by means of[discriminating] six kinds of cause and result. It is also 
a classification of subdety by means of the four categories of Oneness. 
The present [interpretation of the Lotus Satra by Fa-yun] is criticized 
as crude. All past [texts] which include the four categories of Oneness 
which are [called] crude [by Fa-yun] are not [really] crude. As for crit­
icism with regard to the subtle, those [texts and interpretations] which 
are lacking in the four categories of Oneness, that is, the present [un­
derstanding of the Lotus SUlra as interpreted by Fa-yun] is not really 
subtle. By employing the tetralemma, there are four variations [i.e., 
a, b, both, and neither] of six groups [of cause and result], or twenty­
four positions of criticism. By showing their inner contradictions they 
attack themselves, so even without adding or taking away [from Fa­
yun's interpretations], how can they be accepted? 

[692c5] Fourth, there are two parts to discussing the correct meaning 
[of miao-fa]. First I will give a summary explanation using this title [of 
the Lotus SUlra] to manifest the meaning of "subtle." 

[692c8] [A correct understanding of] the causes [of Buddhahood] has 
three meanings. First, one dharma-realm contains the other nine 
dharma-realms. This is called being "vast in essence." Second, the nine 
dharma-realms [from that of hell to bodhisattva] are integrated with 
the Buddha realm. This is called "eminence in stages." Third, the ten 
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dharma-realms [of reality] are simultaneously empty of subtantial 
Being yet conventionally existent ~P~@:P~.HP* .95 This is called "long 
in function." Though these [three aspects of reality] are an integrated 
unity, they are called threefold; though they are threefold, they are 
called a unity. They are not different,94 nor are they [completely and 
in all ways] the same95 nor are they [a monistic] Oneness.96 Therefore 
it [reality] is called "subtle." 

[A correct understanding of] the resultant essence [of Buddhahood] 
has three meanings. First, the essence [of true reality] pervades all 
places. This is called "vast in essence." Second, [the Buddha] has al­
ready attained Buddhahood for an eternity ~ii .97 This is called 
"eminence in stages." Third, from the beginning [the Buddha] has 
manifested himself ftf. 2\1: ~~ 98 in the past, present and future in order 
to benefit sentient beings. This is called "long in function." 

[The Lotus Satra] differs from other SQtras with regard to these six 
meanings of the causes and result [of Buddhahood], and is therefore 
"subtle."gg 

In the Sntras of the Milk [Teachings],loo some parts of [its teaching 
on] the causes and result [of Buddhahood] are vast, eminent, and long; 
but some parts of [its teaching on] the causes and result [of Bud­
dhahood] are narrow, inferior, and short. Therefore it is partially crude 
and partially subtle. 

In the Sntras of the Cream [Teachings] there is only one type of 
[teaching concerning] the causes and result [of Buddhahood]: the nar­
row, inferior, and short. It is only crude and not subtle. 

In the Sntras of the Curd [Teachings], there are three types of [teach­
ing concerning] the causes and result [of Buddhahood] which are nar­
row, inferior, and short; there is one type of [teaching concerning] 
the causes and result [of Buddhahood] which is vast, eminent, and 
long. Therefore it is crude in three ways and subtle in one. IOI 

In the SOtras of the Butter [Teachings] there are two types of [teach­
ing concerning] the causes and result [of Buddhahood] which are nar­
row, inferior, and short,I02 and one type of [teaching concerning] the 
causes and result [of Buddhahood] which is vast, eminent, and long. 
Therefore it is crude in two ways and subtle in one. 

The SUtra of the Ghee [Teachings]IO!l has one type of [teaching con­
cerning] the causes and result [of Buddhahood] which is vast, eminent, 
and long. It is only subtle and lacking in crudity. Also, [the teachings 
concerning] the subtle causes and subtle result [of Buddhahood] in 
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the Satra of the Ghee [Teachings] and [the teachings concerning] the 
subtle causes and subtle result [of Buddhahood] in the other Sntras 
is not different. Therefore they are all called "subtle." 

Next 1 will interpret [the meaning of subtle] from the viewpoint of 
contemplating the mind H'L' . [First,] if one contemplates one's own 
mind as not including the minds of sentient beings and the Buddha, 
this is a narrow [interpretation of] essence. [If the mind is contemplated 
as] including [the minds of sentient beings and the Buddha], this is a 
vast [interpretation of] essence. [Second,] if [one contemplates] one's 
own mind as not equal to the mind of the Buddha, this is an inferior 
[interpretation of the] stage [of one's attainment]. If [contemplated as] 
equal to the mind of the Buddha, this is an eminent [interpretation 
ofthe] stage [of one's attainment]. [Third,] if[one contemplates] one's 
Own mind and the mind of sentient beings and the Buddha as not 
"simultaneously empty of substantive Being yet having conventional 
existence," this is a short [interpretation of] function. To affirm the 
simultaneous emptiness and conventional existence [of reality] is a 
long [interpretation of] function. 

Also, [to teach that] one dharma-realm penetrates all ten dharma­
realms and the levels ofthe six identities 1;;@n llH is [an interpretation] 
vast in essence, eminent in stages, and long in function. With regard 
to the ten dharma-realms, this is manifested as the Oneness of Reality 
£1- . Next, with regard to the Five Flavors, this is summarized as the 
Oneness of Teaching ~- . Next, with regard to contemplating the 
mind, this is summarized as the Oneness of Practice 11"-. Next, with 
regard to the six identities, this is summarized as the Oneness of Per­
sons A - . This ends the brief summary of the meaning of "subtle." 

[693a4] As for the detailed explanation, first [I will discuss] "dharma" 
and then "subtle." 

FA: DHARMA 

[693a4] Master [Hui-ssu] of Mt. Nan-yueh f¥j-ffi§,~, 105 suggests three 
types [ofdharmas], i.e., sentient beings ~~i!, the Buddha l~i!, and 
mind 'N! .106 

[693a5] As [the wtus Satra says, the Buddha manifests himself in the 
world] in order to lead sentient beings to expose, point out, realize, 
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and enter [an understanding of] the Buddha's knowledge and insight 
OOm'[.g Af~L~1l ~ .107 If sentient beings [inherently] lack the Buddha's 
knowledge and insight, how can it be exposed through discussion? It 
should be known that the Buddha's knowledge and insight dwells [in­
herently] within sentient beings. 

The [Lotus] Satra also [refers to the seeing] merely with "eyes en­
gendered by one's parents." This refers to physical eyes. That which 
can see through the "inner and outer mounts Meru .... " is called the 
"Divine Eye."I08 That which has penetrating insight which sees through 
all visible forms without being defiled by attachment is called the "Eye 
of Wisdom." That which perceives visible forms without error is the 
"Dharma Eye." In this way, even though one has not yet attained the 
state of no outflow [of passions], nevertheless one's sight organ is [in­
herently] pure. For one eyesight to include all of these eyesights is 
called the Buddha Eye. This text in the Lotus Satra clarifies that the 
dharma of sentient beings is subtle [because they inherently have the 
Buddha's knowledge and insight]. 

The Mahiipariniroii:r.ta Sutra says, "To study Mahayana means that 
[or, "for one who studies Mahayana"], although one has physical eyes, 
they are called "Buddha Eyes."I09 The other five sense organs such as 
the ear and nose are also like this. The Aitgulimalika Sutra says, "The 
so-called sight organ, when it is the Thtbagata's, is eternally endowed 
with non-decreasing and cultivates perfectly clear insight,"IIO and the 
same is true for the other sense organs including the mind. The 
Pancavi'T{IJati-siihasrikii-prajiiiipiiramita Sutra says, "Because the six sen­
ses are pure by nature.,,11I It also says "All dharmas are the content 
of the eyesight, and do not transcend this content. The eye itself is 
beyond conceptual understanding, unattainable. How can one say that 
there is content or there is not content"? The other senses up to and 
including all dharmas being the content of concsciousness are also like 
this.ll2 In this way all the Sutras clarify the subtlety of the dharma of 
sentient beings. 

[693aIS] The subtlety of the dharma of the Buddha f~ri lIS means, 
as the Lotus Sutra says, "Cease, cease, do not try to explain. My dhar­
ma is subtle and difficult to conceptualize.,,1l4 The dharma ofthe Bud­
dha does not go beyond the conventional and the real fi'l' .115 [The 
Lotus Siltra says,] "This dharma is exceedingly profound, subtle, dif­
ficult to see and difficult to perfect,"ll6 and "Of all types of sentient 
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beings, none are able to know the Buddha."117 This is the subtle real 
wisdom .~~j>. [The Lotus Sutra says,] "Also, there are none who can 
calculate the dharma of the Buddha,',118 This is the Buddha's subtle 
conventional wisdom fi~~j> . In this way these two dharmas [ofthe 
conventional and real can be understood] "only by Buddhas who can 
completely exhaust all true aspects ofreality.,,119 This is called the sub­
tle dharma of the Buddha. 

[693a23] The subtlety of the dharma of mind is, as it is written in the 
chapter on "The Practice of Peace" 1i:~"'HT£ [in the Lotus Siltra], "to 
cultivate and collect one's thoughts ... while contemplating all dhar­
mas ... without moving nor retreating."I20 It also means "finding joy 
in one thought. .. ,',121 The SatTa on the Contemplation of Samantabhadra 
.,tnU! 122 says, "The mind is in itself empty: there is no subject 
[which commits] sin or [does] virtuous deeds ... in contemplating the 
mind [one sees that] there is no mind and that dharmas do not abide 
as [substantial] dharmas."I23 Also, "the mind [will devote itself] pure­
ly to these dharmas.,,124 The Vimaiakfrtinirtie§a Siltra says, "[As in] con­
templating the true marks of the body [one sees that they are all 
empty], so it is with contemplating the Buddha.,,125 [The Vimala­
kfrtinirtie§a SatTa also says] "The liberation of all Buddhas should be 
sought within the mental activity of sentient beings."I26 The AvataflZSaka 
Siltra says, "There is no distinction between the mind, Buddha, and 
sentient beings,,,I27 and "by destroying the minute dust-like obstruc­
tions of the mind, the thousands of scrolls of Sutras are revealed.,,128 
This is called the subtlety of the dharma of mind. 

[693b2] Now I will make further extensive distinctions concerning 
these three dharmas. If one were to extensively discuss the dharma of 
sentient beings, one should discuss completely all causes and results 
and all dharmas [i.e., all of the ten dharma realms]. If one were to ex­
tensively discuss the dharma of the Buddha, this would be limited to 
[a discussion of] the result [of Buddhahood and the tenth Buddha 
realm.] If one were to discuss extensively the dharma of mind, this 
would be limited to [a discussion of] the causes [of Buddhahood, i.e., 
the nine dharma realms from hell to bodhisattva]. 

[693b4] [The discussion of] the dharma of sentient beings consists of 
two parts. First I will list the number of dharmas iift , and then ex­
plain the marks of the dharmas iif§ . 
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[693b5] "Number" refers to where the Sotras and !tlstras clarify that 
all of reality is contained in one [or more] dharmas. For example, [the 
Ta chih tu lun describes] mind as: "In the triple world there is no other 
dharma; only that created by the single mind."I29 Or, it is explained 
that two dharmas contain all of reality; i.e., name and visible form 
[namarupa].I!lO These texts teach that in the entire universe there is 
only name and visible form. Others explain that three dharmas 
embrace all reality; i.e., life, consciousness, and warmth.131 Such nu­
mericallistings continue up to one hundred thousand. 

Thus Lotus Satra utilizes [the number of] ten dharmas to embrace 
all ofreality [sarvadharma]; i.e., all dharmas are of suchlike appearance 
tlD~f§ , suchlike nature '11: , suchlike essence U, suchlike power 1J , 
suchlike function m , suchlike causes ~ , suchlike conditions ., 
suchlike results * , suchlike retributions ~, and suchlike beginning 
and end ultimately the same tlo:ll!:**~J!~ .132 When Master [Hui­
ssu] of Nan-yileh read this text, since they all say "such," he [inter­
preted it as] emphasizing ten suchnesses +tlo . 

Chih-i says that, depending on the meaning, there are three ways -=" of reading these phrases. The first is [to emphasize their such­
ness]: "the suchness of this their appearance, the suchness of this their 
nature ... the suchness of this their retribution." Second is [to empha­
size their characteristics]: "suchlike appearance, suchlike nature ... 
suchlike retribution." Third is [to emphasize their thusness]: "their ap­
pearance is like this, their nature is like this . . . their retribution is 
like this.,,!!13 

First, if all are referred to in their "suchness," this "suchness" is 
non-differentiated and is identical to the meaning of emptiness. Second, 
if one speaks of suchlike appearance, suchlike nature, and so forth, one 
goes beyond the empty nature and characteristic [of dharmas], con­
structs names and words, and makes differentiations. This is the mean­
ing of the "conventional." Third, if one speaks of "their appearance 
is like this," and so forth, this refers to the real aspect Jiff§ ofthe mid­
dle path, which is the meaning of the middle. 1M 

Distinctions are made in order to facilitate understanding; there­
fore [the threefold truth of] emptiness, conventional existence, and 
the middle is clarified. If one understands the meaning and tries to 
put it into words, the result is [expressed as] "the identity of empti­
ness with conventional existence and the middle" ~ ~Pfl!l r:p . If one 
clarifies emptiness with regard to suchness, [one should say that] the 
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emptiness of one [dharma] is the emptiness of all. If one clarifies ap­
pearances [and so forth] by going beyond suchness, [one should say 
that] one conventional existence is the conventional existence of all. 
Following this, if one discusses the middle, [one should say that] the 
middle ness of one [dharma] is the middleness of all. It is not one, two, 
Of'three, yet it is one, two, and three [emphasis added]. The true aspects 
of reality are neither horizontal nor vertical. 155 

Only a Buddha can completely understand this reality. All reality is 
included within these ten dharmas. If one were to discuss this accord­
ing to the convenience of the meaning, the meaning can be dis­
criminated into three parts. l36 If one were to read further, the verses 
lay, "The suchlike great results and retributions, and the various mean­
ings of natures and appearances .... " and so forth. IS7 

[693b26] Next, in classifying the tentative and real, Fa-yUn classified 
the first five suchlikes as the tentative which belongs to common ig­
norant people. The next four suchlikes were classified as the real which 
belong to sages. The last suchlike is a general one which brings to­
gether the tentative and the real. This verse [from Chapter Four of 
the Lotus SiZtra] is quoted as proof: "the suchlike great results and 
retributions." Because they are "great," therefore one can know the 
real. Because of "various meanings of nature and appearance" one 
can know the tentative. 

I think that this [interpretation by Fa-yUn] is mistaken. There are 
three meanings to the word "great" '* : large, many, and superior. If 
one accepts "large" to be the meaning of the real, then one should 
also accept the meanings of "many" and "superior." But is not the fact 
of having various names [which is the defininlLcharacteristic of con­
ventional existence] the meaning of " many"? I If one says that the 
tentative belongs to ordinary ignorant people, does that mean that or­
dinary people lack [participation in] the real?lS9 If the real belongs to 
the sages, then does that mean that sages lack [participation in] ten­
tative existence?l40 If one examines this position, one can see that it 
is unreliable. 

Also, the northern Master[s] say that the first five are the tentative 
and the later five are the real. This [interpretation is based on] human 
emotions. 141 

N ow I will clarify [the correct meaning of] the tentative and the real. 
The ten suchnesses [are interpreted] in relation to the ten dharma 
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realms, i.e., the six destinies [of hell to people] and the four noble 
ways [of gr:ivaka, pratyekabuddha, bodhisattva, and Buddha]. They 
are all called "dharma realms" for three reasons. First, all ten are based 
on the dharmadhlitu ii W , for there is no dharma outside the dhar­
madhatu. Therefore all of them taken together are referred to as the 
ten dharma realms. l42 Second, these ten various dharma realms are 
classified distinctly and thus are not the same. Their causes and results 
are distinct and there are differences between ordinary ignorant men 
and sages. Therefore with this in mind they are called [distinct] 
realms. l45 Third, these ten [dharma realms] are all identical with the 
dharmadhiltu and include all of reality. 144 

All of reality is included in hell and does not transcend this destiny. 
Verily essence is identical to the principle [ofreality], and since it does 
not depend on anything it ill called the dharmadhlitu. l 4!i The same is 
true for all destinies up to and including the Buddha realm. The ten 
dharma realms are [all] based on the dharmadhiltu; that which is based 
depends on the basis. [From this perspective] one understands the 
realm of emptiness. 146 [The perspective of] each realm of the ten realms 
being distinct is the realm of conventional existence.147 To say that all 
ten realms are the dharmadhlitu is the realm of the middle. 148 

I have made these distinctions to facilitate understanding, but to 
understand it correctly and put it into words [one must say that] "empti­
ness is identical to conventional existence and the middle" ~@D1I!1J:fl . 
There is [ ultimately] neither one nor two nor three, as discussed above. 

[693cl6] Each one of these ten dharma realms contains the ten suchlike 
[characteristics]. The ten dharma realms [therefore] contain one hun­
dred suchlike [characteristics]. Also, one dharma realm contains the 
[other] nine dharma realms, therefore there are one hundred dhar­
ma realms and one thousand suchlike [characteristics]. All together 
there are five categories [of dharma realms]: evil, good, the two vehicles 
[of ~ravaka and pratyekabuddha], bodhisattvas, Buddhas. These are 
classified into two categories: the first four are tentative dharmas, and 
the last one is the real dharma. 

A detailed discussion [would reveal that] each [dharma realm] con­
tains both the tentative and the real, but these are dichotomized only 
as a practical expedient. However, [the reality which is conventional­
ly dichotomized into] the tentative and the real is beyond conceptual 
understanding and is the object [which can be understood only by] 
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the double [tentative and real] wisdom of the Buddhas of past, pres­
ent. and future. 

If one takes this [inconceivable reality] as an object. what dharma 
is not included in it? If this objective realm arouses wisdom, what wis­
dom is there which is not aroused?149 

Therefore it is written. "All dharmas" [sarvadhanna].I50 "All dhar­
mas" means that the objective realm which is to be understood pff~~±t 
is vast. "Only Buddhas can completely exhaust ... ,,151 shows that the 
wisdom which understands [this objective realm 1l~~~!t] is deep, reach­
ing the limits and exhausting the depths. [The phrase from the Lotus 
Satra.] "The gateways of their wisdom are difficult to understand and 
difficult to enter" 152 praises the objective realm as "subtle." [The phrase 
from the Lotus Sutra,] "The wisdom which I have attained is very sub­
tle and most supreme" 153 praises both [the Buddha's] wisdom and [the 
one reality of] the objective realm as mutually interdependent. The 
prose section [at the beginning] of the chapter on "Expedient Means" 
[in the Lotus SUtra] briefly explains this doctrine,IM and later the sec­
tion on "exposing, signifying, awakening, and entering" m'l5F'I'B-A. 155 
explains this doctrine in detail. The burning house is an analogy for 
this doctrine;l56 the chapter on "Faith and Understanding" explains 
this doctrine; 157 the father [of the lost son] presents this doctrine to 
his son; 158 the [parable of the] medicinal herbs tells of this doctrine; 159 
[the parable of] the magical castle leads one to enter this doctrine. l60 

In this way there are many and various examples. but they are all 
names for [the one reality of] the ten suchnesses and the convention­
al and real dharma. The Tathagata penetrates deeply to reach the 
ends of the ten dharmas and exhausts the limits of the ten dharma 
[realms].161 He clearly knows the potential, level of growth, maturity, 
and possibility for salvation of [all] sentient beings. This he knows ac­
cording to their true state, and he is not mistaken. 162 Ailgulimala was 
an evil person, but when he matured his true [good] aspects, he at­
tained deliverance. 163 Though monks who have attained the state of 
the fourth dhyana 1ZB~1'ji. 164 are good people, they will not sustain their 
deliverance if the evil aspect of their nature matures. 

It should be known that the dharmas of sentient beings are beyond 
conceptual understanding. They are real yet tentative; tentative yet 
real. Their real and tentative aspects are mutually non-obstructing. It 
is not possible to perceive [the true reality of] sentient beings with the 
eyes of a bull or sheep. It is not possible to measure [the true reality 
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of] sentient beings with the mind of an ignorant man. Wisdom like 
that ofthe Buddha is able to measure it. Why is this so? Because the 
dharma of sentient beings is subtle. 

Next I will interpret the dharmas of the ten suchlike characteristics. 
First there is a general explanation [of their common features] and 
then a detailed explanation [of the distinctive features] of each dhar­
ma realm. 1M 

[694al0] General explanation [of the ten suchlike characteristics]: Ap­
pearance f§ has its point of reference externally. What can be distin­
guished by being seen is called "appearance." Nature 11: has its point 
of reference internally. That which intrinsically belongs to one's self 
and does not change is called "nature." That which is the central qual­
ity [of something] is called "essence" II. The ability to influence J;btm 
is called "power" n . That which constructs is called "activity" f'F . 
"Repetitive causes" ~~ 166 are called "causes" ~ . "Auxiliary causes" 
llfJlZ9 167 are called "conditions" KI . "Repetitive results" ~* 168 are 
called "results" "'= . Retributive effects are called "retribution" ¥Ii . The 
initial "appearance" is called the "beginning" * , the ninth "retribu­
tion" is called the "end" =* , and the place to which they belong jilfM 
@~ 169 is "ultimately the same" ~jt~ . 

If one were to emphasize the such ness [of these ten characteristics], 
then "sameness" ~ refers to the fact that they, from beginning to end, 
are all empty [of substantial Being]. If one were to emphasize their 
appearance and nature and so forth, "sameness" means that from be­
ginning to end they do exist interdependently f§1£ . If one emphasizes 
the meaning of the middle [their simultaneous emptiness and conven­
tional existence], then "sameness" means that from beginning to end 
they are all the true aspects of reality. 

Here we do not rely on these [distinct meanings of] sameness. Here 
"ultimately the same" means that all three dharmasl70 are integrated 
with each other ~.fE. The term "ultimately" refers to middle; that is, 
to the "sameness" of all true aspects of reality. 

[694a19] The detailed explanation is: by arranging together those 
[dharma realms] of like characteristics, we have four categories. The 
four [evil] destinies [of hell, preta, beasts, and asura]; men and gods; 
~ravakas and pratyekabuddhas; and bod hi sattv as and Buddhas. 

[694a20] First I will clarify the ten suchlike characteristics of the four 
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evil destinies. 
1. "Suchlike appearance" refers to their evil appearances which are 

made manifest by their falling into a state which is not desirable [such 
as falling into a hellish state]. It is analogous to a man who has not 
yet met disaster but he already shows maladious signs. A soothsayer, 
upon examination, can predict his ill fortune. If these evil appearan­
ces arise, it is clear that he will fall into hell in the future. Common 
men cannot recognize [these signs], but those of the two vehicles can 
recognize them slightly, bodhisattvas recognize them but not profound­
ly, and Buddhas recognize them exhaustively. It is like a skillful for­
tuneteller who has penetrating insight into the beginning and end [of 
all things]. Therefore it is called "such-like appearances." 

2. "Such-like nature": [these beings in the four evil destinies] have 
an intrinsic nature which is "black." They are so accustomed to "black 
evil" [deeds] that it is difficult for them to change. It is like wood: 
when it comes into contact with fire, in the right conditions it will 
burn [and turn black]. The MahiJparinirvli1J4 SatTa says, "Since the 
dharmas of passions have the nature of arising, therefore it is possible 
for them to arise."m These evil beings have the propensity 1'1 ["na­
ture"] to be born in these four destinies. Therefore if the conditions 
are such, they are born [in these four evil destinies]. Even if a clay or 
wooden image has the outer appearance [of something], it lacks the 
inner nature [of that which it represents] so it is not able to arouse 
birth. The nature of evil beings is not like this. l72 Therefore it is called 
"suchlike nature." 

3. "Suchlike essence": [these beings in the four evil destinies] are 
attached to evil forms and mentalities @-t.' 175 which have been pounded 
and hacked to dust. This is their essential quality. Also, first in this life 
they abuse their minds, and in the next life their material body is 
abused. Also, the results and retributions from this world in which the 
mind and body is abused is such that in the next world the results and 
retributions will consist of the abuse of mind and body. Therefore the 
abuse of body and mind is the essence [of those in the four evil des­
tinies]. 

4. "Suchlike power" refers to evil potentialities. It is like a broken 
object which, though it is not useful [for what it what meant to do], 
first becomes useful when it fulfills another purpose.174 The MahiJ­
parinirvtl1J4 SatTa says, "In building a house one utilizes wood, not silk 
threads. In making cloth one utilizes silk threads, not clay and WOOd.,,175 
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Hellish beings have the potential to tread the edge of a blade,176 prela 
have the potential to swallow copper and to chew steel [in their at­
tempt to satisfy their unlimited hunger], beasts [have the potential of] 
the strong overcoming the weak - fish eat other fish, and [other 
animals] pull carts or other heavy objects. These are all evil [or un­
pleasant] powers and potentialities. 

5. "Suchlike activity": to make conceptual constructions, perform 
daily routines, and in general perform verbal, physical, and mental 
actions is to establish all sorts of evil [deeds, causes, and results]. This 
is called "activity." The eighth section of the Mahilparinim'l1)a SatTa 
says, "It is like one who indulges in evil deeds in the world is called 
only half a person.,,177 Thus to indulge in evil deeds is called the ac­
tivity of hellish beings. 

6. "Suchlike causes": these are the repetitive causes of evil. These 
give rise to [evil results] of an identical type [as the cause], which 
habitually continue and are not severed. Since they arise habitually it 
is easy to [continue to] do evil. Therefore these are called "suchlike 
causes." 

7. "Suchlike conditions" are auxiliary causes, such as [the erroneous 
belief in] the self and possessions, which contributes to the matura­
tion of repetitive karma. It is like water which can moisten the seed 
[and cause a plant to grow]. Therefore that which functions as the 
cause of a retribution is called "conditions." 

8. "Suchlike results" refer to repetitive results. It is like a man who 
is full of desires and experiences a hellish body. He sees instruments 
of suffering but [mis]takes them to be desirable objects, and thus pas­
sionate attachments are increased further. This is called "repetitive 
results." 

9. "Suchlike retributions" are the retributive results. It is like a man 
who is full of desire is in a hellish state, and when he approaches the 
objects of his desires he experiences the sufferings of the copper pil­
lars and steel beds. Therefore this is called "suchlike retributions." 

10. "The beginning and end both the same" has three meanings. 178 
First, since both the beginning and end are empty [of substantial 
Being], they are called "the same." Second, the evil results and retribu­
tions already exist within the initial appearances and nature [and so 
forth of sentient beings]. Therefore the beginning [appearances and 
natures] and end [results and retributions] are "the same." Ifthe later 
states are not [contained in] the initial [appearances and causes], then 
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the soothsayer would not be able to predict [the future]. If the later 
[results and activities occur] apart from the initial state, the soothsayer 
would not be able to continue his predictions. One should know that 
the beginning and end exist as mutually interdependent, and that 
these conventional states are thus called "the same." Third, the mind 
[which understands] the true aspects of reality !f1.!.!'!:.' 179 is not dif­
ferent from Buddhahood; there is not one visible form nor one scent 
which is not a part of the middle way. From this point of view of the 
principle of reality, [beginning and end] are called "the same." Due 
to these [three] meanings it is said that "the beginning and the end 
are the same." These three meanings are also contained in each other. 
Therefore they are "the same." 

[694b27] Next I will discuss the ten dharmas of the realms of men 
and gods. These are different from the four evil destinies only in that 
one can recognize goodness and pleasure. Their "appearance" is pure 
and superior. Their "nature" is good. ISO Their "essence" is a peaceful 
body and mind. Their "power" is the potential capability to do good. 
Their "activity" is to perform good deeds and abstain from evil deeds. 
Their "causes" are good deeds. Their "conditions" are good [but they 
still have mistaken views concerning] self and possessions. Their 
"results" are the spontaneous arising of the results of a good mind. 
Their "retribution" is the experience of pleasures which are natural 
[to men and gods]. "Sameness" is as explained above. 

[694c3] Next I will discuss the ten dharmas of the realms of the gravakas 
and pratyekabuddhas from the perspective of true non-defilement 
[anasrava]. Their "appearance" is that of nirvti'1)a. Their "nature" is 
neither good nor evil. Their "essence" is the fivefold Dharma Body 
1i5t7~~ .181 Their "power" is the ability to appear and move about 
[in this triple world of suffering]; they have the potential capability of 
attaining the Path. Their "activity" is to strive diligently. Their "causes" 
are undefiled, correct wisdom. Their "conditions" are basic practice 
~HT 182 which is conducive to [advancing on] the Path. Their "results" 
are fourfold. 1M 

[According to HInayana teachings, there is no retribution for gra­
vakas and pratyekabuddhas, for three reasons.] First, since gravakas 
and pratyekabuddhas are without further birth, they have no retribu­
tion. The reason is that w hen the [understanding of the] real is aroused, 
this is the [ultimate] result and there is no need to discuss any further 
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retributions. Second, if undefiled dharmas arise as the retribution for 
repetitive causes, then repetitive results will be attained. Since the lack 
of further birth from having no defilements [a characteristic of arhats] 
is not a condition wherein one is shackled by further birth, there is 
no later retribution. Third, the first three [i.e., streamwinners, once­
returners, and those who will return no more] have retribution be­
cause they have remaining [mistaken] conceptions which have not 
been severed. Therefore the streamwinners -1:::1: ,184 once-returners, 
or those reborn in the realm of form, do not share in the [lack of] 
retribution [gained from total] non-defilement. Therefore [according 
to Hinaylina teachings] these beings have nine and not ten [suchlike 
characteristics]. 

According to Mahayana doctrine, even this [so-called] non-defile­
ment [of the ~rlivakas and pratyekabuddhas] contains some defilement. 
The Mahliparinirva:l;w, Satra says, "The adornment of virtue" means 
being conditioned and defiled. l85 This refers to the ~rlivakas. They are 
not completely undefiled. They have not gotten rid of all delusions 
and they still experience rebirth in the world of transmigrations ~~. 
If complete non-defilement is the cause and ignorance the condition, 
then one is reborn in the realm of transformations. l86 Therefore they 
have retributions. 187 

[694cl5] Next I will discuss the ten dharmas ofthe bodhisattvas and 
Buddhas. If discussed in detail, there are three kinds of bodhisattvas 
[i.e., those of the TIipitaka, Shared, and Distinct Teachings]. 

The bodhisattvas of the six ptiramita [of the nipitaka teaching]:I88 
their appearance, nature, essence, and power [and activity?] is to be 
discussed from the perspective of their virtuous qualities. Their good 
karma is their causes, passions are their condition, and the severance 
of their bonds by means of the thirty-four mental states'::' +lm,L.' 189 

their result. Buddhas have no retribution, but these bodhisattvas have 
all ten [suchlike characteristics, including retribution.] 

The bodhisattvas of the Shared Teaching: their appearance, nature 
[and so forth] are to be discussed from the perspective of their non­
defilement. Up to the sixth Stage t\JiJ! 190 they receive retribution due 
to remaining [deluded] attitudes. On the sixth Stage they exhaust the 
mistaken attitudes and no longer experience physical birth. 191 If [on 
the sixth Stage] they make a vow to be reborn in the triple world to 
save sentient beings, this is not actual retribution per se. Therefore 
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these [bodhisattvas of the Shared Teaching] have nine characteristics 
and not ten. l92 

The bodhisattvas of the Distinct Teaching: their ten dharmas are to 
be discussed from the perspective of their cultivation of the middle 
path as a [gradual] progressive practice of contemplation. l93 These 
people, though they have severed the common delusions [of mistaken 
views and attitudes], know spontaneously § that they will experience 
birth and thus are integrated with· the ten dharma realms. 1M 

Now, there are three kinds of different rebirths in this world of 
transformations ~~ . First, birth in the world of transformation 
without having severed the delusions of the Distinct [Teaching].195 This 
refers to the gr:tvakas and pratyekabuddha of the TI'ipilAlka Teaching 
and those of the three vehicles of the Shared Teaching. They should 
be classified with the ignorant people in the realm of [conceptual] dis­
crimination where [mistaken] views and attitudes are not yet mastered. 

Second, birth in the world of transformation having mastered the 
delusions of the Distinct [Teaching]. This refers to the people of the 
Distinct Teaching on the thirty stages [of the Ten Abodes, Ten Stages 
of Practice, and Ten Stages of Merit TI'ansference] who have learned 
the middle path and have mastered but not severed ignorance. They 
should be classified as still being on the discriminative Hlnay:tna path 
of expedient means. 

Third, birth in the world of transformation having severed the 
delusions of the Distinct [Teaching]. This refers to those who have 
severed the delusions [oflatent ignorance and dust-like delusions] and 
attained the stage of the first Abode Mi:t: . They should be classified 
with those [of the TI'ipi~aka Teaching] who have attained the first fruit 
[of streamwinner] and severed mistaken views, but still have seven 
more rebirths. Those who are born without having severed or mastered 
[delusions] should utilize the path of preparatory practices 1f1~fr.so 
that their causes [for future rebirth] will be true non-defilement and 
their condition will be ignorance. For those who are born [even though 
they] have severed and mastered [delusions], the cause [for this rebirth] 
would be a passionate attachment to the dharma of the proper path 
and the condition ignorance. l911 These people will be reborn in the 
realm of transformations. 

[695a4] The ten dharmas of the Buddha-realm are all discriminated 
with reference to the middle path. 
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The Vimalakirtinirde1a Satra says, "All sentient beings without excep­
tion have the mark of bodhi-wisdom and do not need to attain it 
again." 197 This [Buddha-nature as] the conditional cause *i~ [of Bud­
dhahood]l98 is the Buddha's "appearance." 

"Nature" is that which has it's point of reference internally. The 
[Buddha's] wisdom and vow is [inherently] existent :tf and is never 
lost. This wisdom [of the inherent Buddha-nature] as the complete 
cause TIEl [of Buddhahood]l99 is the Buddha's "nature." 

The inherently pure mind EHiif1j~~{., , [the Buddha-nature as] the 
direct cause lElEl [of Buddhahood]200 is the Buddha's "essence." These 
are the three "tracks" -='$}z. [of reality].201 

"Power": the [Buddha's] power is so-called because he surpasses 
~ravakas and pratyekabuddhas upon his first aspiration for enlighten­
ment. 

[The Buddha's] activity is the performance of the Four Universal 
VOWS.202 

[The Buddha's] "cause" is the grand adornment of wisdom rpraji'iA­
piiramitii]. 

[The Buddha's] "conditions" are the grand adornment ofvirtues.203 

[The Buddha's] "result" is the repetitive result of the state of high­
est enlightenment in which each thought is integrated with the mind 
of great awakening. 

[The Buddha's] "retribution" is the fruit of mahiiparinirvii1J,Q,. The 
retributive result is complete endowment with all concentrations 
[samiidhi], meditative states, virtues, and the severance [of all passions 
and delusions]. 

"The beginning and end both the same" [for the Buddha] means 
that the threefold truth of appearance, nature [and so forth]204 is not 
different than the ultimate threefold truth. Therefore they are called 
"the same." "The sameness of the truth of emptiness" means that 
inherently the suchness of sentient beings and the .suchness of the 
Buddha is the same.205 The "sameness ofthe mundane truth [of con­
ventional existence]" means that when sentient beings have not yet 
aroused aspiration for enlightenment, the Buddha has already 
prophesied their Buddhahood. The Buddha has already attained en­
lightenment so he preaches concerning his deeds in his previous lives. 
Thus the mutual interexistence ofthe beginning and end is [the mean­
ing of] the sameness of conventional existence.206 The "sameness of 
the middle" means that ordinary men and sages are all [partaking in 
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the same] aspects of reality. 

[695a17] [Does the Buddha experience retribution?] The realm ofthe 
Buddha has nine or ten suchlike characteristics [depending on the ex­
planation]. Generally speaking, all [Buddhas] have [perfected] all prac­
tices in the [bodhisattva] stages [and thus should have no retribution 
and no further rebirth in this world]. Their virtuous merits are the 
causes [for their present state] and ignorance was their condition. If 
one discriminates the repetitive results ~* and the retributive results 
¥R* , then all ten dharmas [i.e., all ten suchlike characteristics] are 
included [in the Buddha realm]. 

This [Lotus Sulra] says, "[The Buddha] attains the resultant reward 
*¥R 207 which is immeasurable, undefiled, and pure,,,208 and "Having 
cultivated pure practices for a long time from within the doctrine of 
the Dharma King, today for the first time 1 have attained the resul­
tant reward.,,209 It also says, "That which is attained after cultivating 
practices for a long time.'o210 The Mahliparinirvar.ta Salra says, "I now 
offer this food; may 1 attain the supreme reward.,,2l1 The len wang 
ching says, "[Those on] the three [levels of] wise men and the ten 
[stages] of the sage ~ w+~ 212 abide in their resultant reward.,,213 The 
Mahliyana SaTfZgraha says that "the samsaric existence of conditioned 
co-arising is followed by [another] existence in saTfl,Sara.,,214 

These texts all discuss the discriminative meaning of resultant 
retributions. "Resultant retribution" is identical to birth and extinc­
tion ~~ [or arising and perishing]. Why? If the aspect of ignorance 
is exhaused [by a Buddha], then one speaks of extinction. If the truth 
is made clear and gradually built up, then one speaks of the birth [of 
wisdom]. Also, when ignorance remains, then one can speak of birth 
[in another samsaric existence]. If any part of delusion remains, then 
one can speak of [its possible] extinction. 

The Ta chih lu lun says, "One man plows, and another plants.,,215 To 
cultivate many practices is like planting seeds. Wisdom which destroys 
delusion is like plowing. This is the meaning of "to advance on the 
path and lose further rebirth :ti:@:fJl1:.,,216 The [first] forty-one stages 
all include ten dharmas [of suchlike characteristics]. 

If one reaches the stage of subtle awakening ~y1t , there are [ei­
ther] nine or ten dharmas [of suchlike characteristics]. The reason is 
that the wisdom of the middle path causes rebirth to be lost. Since [in 
some stages of some Teachings] birth is not completely exhausted, 
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there are differences among the stages concerning birth and extinc­
tion.~l17 

The stage of subtle awakening completes the process of losing fur­
ther rebirth. Why then can one speak of retribution at this level? 
Therefore it is written, "Only the Buddha alone dwells in the Pure 
Land.,,218 "The passage through the ten bhami stages is finished::' + 
1:~ 219 and one is equivalent to Great Awakening.220 [The Buddha] 
has no further rebirths in this samsaric world because he has exhausted 
all passions [kle!a]. His wisdom and virtue is already perfect so he has 
no more repetitive results. He no longer experiences rebirth in an­
other physical body, therefore he has no retributive results. But from 
the perspective of [the Buddha's] present life, one can speak of nine 
or ten [such-like characteristics].221 

[695b6] If one examines the words of the MahilpariniTw:r.w Satra, the 
passage "May I attain the supreme reward"222 clarifies that the reward 
of the Buddha realm is supreme. The reward of Buddhahood is al­
ready recognized as supreme; the appearances, nature and all the 
[ other] nine suchlike characteristics [of the Buddha] are [also] supreme. 
The reason is that the appearances, nature, and so forth of those in 
the six destinies [from hell to heaven] manifest all the five types of 
passions and delusions 11.11 .228 

The appearances, nature, and so forth of those in the two vehicles 
manifest their destruction of four types of passions and delusions but 
still manifest ignorance. The appearances, nature, and so forth of the 
bodhisattvas manifest a gradual destruction of the five types of pas­
sions and delusions, but the appearance, nature, and so forth of the 
Buddha manifests universal wisdom --f;JJfj~ 224 which is pure like 
space and not defiled by the five types of passions and delusions. There­
fore the ten dharmas [of the suchlike characteristics] of the Buddha 
are most supreme. 

Also, the appearance of those in the six destinies manifests the suf­
ferings of samsaric existence. The appearance of those in the two 
vehicles manifest the bliss of niroatta. The appearance of the Buddha 
realm manifests neither saf!lSara nor niroatta. The Buddha realm is 
said to be most supreme because it consists ofthe middle path [which 
is] eternal, blissful, selfhood, and pure. 

Also, the four evil destinies manifest evil [i.e., pain]. The realms of 
men and gods manifest good [i.e., pleasure]. The realms of the two 
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vehicles manifest undefiled goodness [i.e., bliss]. The realm of bodhi­
sattvas and Buddhas manifest goodness [bliss] which is neither defiled 
nor undefiled. Therefore the suchlikes of the Buddha are called most 
supreme. 

Also, the six destinies manifest the qualities of dharmas which arises 
through conditioned co-arising. The two vehicles manifest emptiness. 
The bodhisattvas manifest conventional existence. The Buddhas mani­
fest [the middle path of] the simultaneous identity of reality as empty 
of substantial Being yet conventionaly existent I!U~I!UffilI!U q:r .m There­
fore the realm of the Buddha is supreme. 

Also, the four evil destinies manifest only evil [pain] and are not 
able to manifest any good [pleasure]. The appearance of men and 
gods manifests goodness [pleasure] and does not manifest evil [pain]. 
Those of the two vehicles manifest only undefilement, and do not 
manifest [deluded] pleasure or pain. The appearance of the Buddhas 
contains and manifests all appearances. If one understands of ap­
pearance of the Buddha, one would completely understand all ap­
pearances. Therefore the suchness of the Buddha is most supreme. 

Therefore it is written in the Hsien siting chi R~l!H~ 226 that "those 
dwelling in hell can perceive only hell and cannot know about the 
other superior destinies. Those who dwell in heaven know both heaven 
and the other inferior destinies and their characteristics, but are not 
called ones with correct universal knowledge" lEii~ .w 

The characteristics of the Buddha include the manifestation of cor­
rect universal knowledge. The Buddha's wisdom is universal and he 
knows all appearances fl::! .228 This is taught in all of the SOtras. If one 
utilizes this teaching to interpret the simile of the teachings of the 
Five Flavors [the results are as follows]: 

First, the "milk" teaching expounds the nature and characteristics229 

of both the bodhisattva and Buddha realms, at times expounding the 
"sameness" [ofreality in terms] of the integration of conventional ex­
istence A~Pffli~ , at times expounding the "sameness" [of reality in 
terms] of the integration of the middle A~P ~~ . Although the teach­
ing of the middle is supreme, this ["milk"] teaching [of the Avata7pSaka 
SatTa] still partially contains expedient means and thus is not com­
pletely supreme. 

Second, the "cream" teaching clarifies only the characteristics and 
natures of those of the two vehicles, and though it attains [the doctrine 
of] "sameness" as emptiness through analysis [ofdharmas: AfH~~],230 
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it does not clarify the "sameness" [of reality in terms] of the integra­
tion of emptiness A@P~~ , let alone the others [of conventional ex­
istence and the middle]. Therefore it is not supreme. 

Third, the "curds" teaching clarifies characteristics and nature in 
four ways, at times expounding the "sameness" [of reality in terms of] 
emptiness [gained through] analysis, at times expounding the "same­
ness" [ofreality in terms] ofthe integration of emptiness, at times ex­
pounding the "sameness" [of reality in terms] of the integration of 
conventional existence, and at times expounding the "sameness" [of 
reality in terms] of the integration of the middle. Only the Buddha 
with his characteristics and nature fully attains [perfect insight into] 
the integration of reality as simultaneously empty [of substantial Being] 
and yet conventionally existent. However, this ["curds" teaching] con­
tains three types of expedient means [i.e., the first three types]. There­
fore it is not supreme. 

Fourth, the "butter" teaching clarifies three types of characteristics 
and nature, i.e. at times expounding the integration of emptiness, at 
times expounding the integration of conventional existence, and at 
times expounding the integration of the middle. Only the Buddha 
with his characteristics and nature fully attains [perfect insight into] 
the integration of reality as simultaneously empty [of substantial Being] 
and yet conventionally existent. However, this ["butter" teaching] still 
contains two types of expedient means. Therefore it is not supreme. 

Fifth, this Lotus Sutra [the "ghee" teaching] clarifies that the nine 
[suchlike characteristics of] appearance, nature, and so forth are all 
[characterized as] an integrated reality simultaneously empty of sub­
stantial Being yet conventionally existent. [As the Lotus Siltra says,] 
"You are my true son. I am your true father. "231 Each visible form and 
each taste in itself is the dharma of the Buddha, and there are no 
other dharmas.232 Therefore it should be known that the Buddha realm 
is supreme. 

Next, other Sotras clarify the nine [suchlike characteristics of] na­
ture, appearances [and so forth], but do not go so far as to expound 
that the nature, appearances [and so forth] of the Buddha are [char-

, acterized as] an integrated reality simultaneously empty of substantial 
Being yet conventionally existent. It is this Lotus Siltra which reveals 
[the true meaning and purpose of] all expedient means and leads all 
to attain and enter [the one final goal of Buddhahood]. In their dis­
cussion of [suchlike] appearances, nature [and so forth], they do not 
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mention "integrated reality as simultaneously empty yet convention­
ally existent." The Tathagata emphatically praises this Lotus Satra as 
the most supreme,253 because this meaning is implicit here. 

Also, the hundred dharma realms and thousand suchlike charac­
teristics are very numerous and interpenetrating ~~Il , but through 
[examining] verses in the Sntras and i4stras we can organize them so 
that they are easily understood. 

The Malamadhyamakakiirika verse [24: 18] says, "All things which arise 
through conditioned co-arising 1 explain as emptiness. Again, it is a 
conventional designation. Again, it is the meaning of the middle 
way.,,234 The appearance, nature [and so forth] of those ofthe six des­
tinies [from hell to heaven] are the "things which arise through con­
ditioned co-arising." The appearance, nature [and so forth] of those 
of the two vehicles and the bodhisattva of the Shared Teaching are 
the referent for "I explain as emptiness." The appearances, nature 
[and so forth] of the bodhisattva ofthe six pdramitil [i.e., the Tripitaka 
bodhisattva] and ofthe Distinct Teaching are the referent of "Again, 
it is a conventional designation.,,23f; The appearances, nature [and so 
forth] of the Buddha realm is the referent for "Again, it is the mean­
ing of the middle way." 

The essentials, when organized [in this way in this verse], appear 
to be concise, but if the many teachings given previously are under­
stood, they should be perceived as [fitting together] in this way. 

Also, verses in the Mahiipariniroa1J8 Satra say, "All things are tran­
sient; this is the dharma of arising and perishing ... " and "When aris­
ing and perishing is extinguished, this quiescence is bliss. ,,236 The 
appearance, nature [and so forth] of those of the six destinies [from 
hell to heaven] are the referent of "all things" atiff .'l.S7 The appearance, 
nature [and so forth] of those of the two vehicles and [the bodhisat­
tva of] the Shared Teaching are the referent of "transient" fl!IIl1it .'1:53 

The appearances, nature [and so forth] of the bodhisattvas of the Dis­
tinct Teaching are the referent of "when arising and perishing is ex­
tinguished.,,'l.S9 The appearances, nature [and so forth] of the Buddha 
realm are the referent for "this quiescence is bliss.,,240 Also, "when aris­
ing and perishing is extinguished, this quiescence is bliss" refers to 
the appearances, nature [and so forth] of the Distinct Teaching, i.e., 
arising and perishing is identical with the quiescence of extinction. 
When extinction has not yet been accomplished, it is already called 
"bliss.,,241 
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This is the appearances, nature [and so forth] of the Buddha realm 
as taught in the Perfect Teaching. 

Also, a verse on the shared morality of the Seven Buddhas says, "Do 
not perform any evil deeds, but practice only good deeds. Then one's 
mind will spontaneously become pure. This is the teaching of all the 
Buddhas,,,242 The appearances, nature [and so forth] of those in the 
four evil destinies is the referent of "evil deeds." The appearances, na­
ture [and so forth] of men and gods are the referent of "good deeds." 
"One's mind will spontaneously become pure" refers to the pure mind 
which has analyzed [reality as lacking in self-]essence. This refers to 
the appearances, nature [and so forth] of those of the two vehicles. 

The appearances, nature [and so forth] of bodhisattvas is that of a 
"pure mind" which enters conventional existence [for the purpose of 
saving sentient beings]. The appearances, nature [and so forth] of the 
Buddha realm is that of a "pure mind" which understands the mid­
dle [way]. 

If one were to explain these ten [suchlike characteristics of] ap­
pearances, nature [and so forth] with reference to all the Sutras, §astras, 
and vina,a, then [one should know that this Perfect Teaching of the 
supremacy of Buddhahood and the integrated nature of reality as si­
multaneously empty of substantial Being yet conventionally existent] 
completely penetrates the Tripit:aka, Shared, and Distinct Teachings 
and contains all dharmas without obstruction. 

Thus ends the clarification of the characteristics of the dharma of 
sentient beings. 

[696a4] Second, I will clarify in detail [the meaning of] the dharma of 
the Buddha. 

How can there be any dharma [reality] distinct from the Buddha? 
[There cannot be any.] All of the hundred realms and thousarul suchnesses 
are the objective realm of the Buddha BW-f-~D:Ji!:f4t!jW .243 This reality fJ. 
is ultimately understood only by Buddhas. It is analogous to the fact 
that a large box must have a correspondingly large cover.2oM This vast 
and great Buddhahood and objective realm IJifd41Hj 2'15 is illuminated 
by means of unlimited Buddha-wisdom. For [the Buddha] to reach to 
the basis [of this reality] is called "the dharma in accordance with his 
own mind" ~ 13 ;1':7~ .2t6 If one is illuminated concerning the nature 
and characteristics of the nine [other] realms from beginning to end 
without omitting a thread or mustard seed, this is called "the dharma 
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in accordance with other minds" 1llI1i!l.:1:r=a .247 On the basis "* ofthese 
two dharmas248 the phenomenal traces ~ [of the Buddha] "hang 
down"; "sometimes to manifest his [the Buddha's] own body, some­
times to manifest another body, sometimes to preach his own words, 
sometimes to preach the words of another. "249 

[The Buddha's] "own mind"250 and the "mind of others .. 2S1 are 
beyond conceptual understanding. [The Buddha's] "own body .. 252 and 
the "bodies of others"253 are extremely subtle and ultimately quiescent. 
[Ultimately] all of them are neither tentative nor real,2M yet one can 
propose a [tentative] correspondence of the nine realms as tentative 
and the one [Buddha] realm as real. However, within the dharma of 
the Buddha there is no loss nor decrease.2M The dharma of all Bud­
dhas is truly subtlel 

These matters should be known [as explained above], so I will not 
go into a troublesome and detailed explanation. The chapter on "Ex­
pedient Means" [in the Lotus SiUra] clarifies this matter further. 

[696aI4] Third, I will give a detailed interpretation of the dharma of 
mind. 

How can the dharmas [of sentient beings and the Buddha] which I 
just clarified differ from that of mind? [It cannot and does not.] The 
only [tentative] difference is that the dharmas of sentient beings are 
very vast [since they include the nine realms] and the dharma ofthe 
Buddha is very superior and thus they are difficult for beginners to 
comprehend. However, [as the AvataT{lSaka SiUra says,] these three 
[dharmas of] mind, the Buddha, and sentient beings are not distinct.256 

It is simple to merely contemplate one's own thoughts. 
The Mahaparinirvo:1J4 Satra says, "All sentient beings are endowed 

with the three concentrations [samadhi] . ... The superior concentra­
tion refers to the Buddha-nature.,,257 This superior concentration is 
so-called because it is a contemplation of the nature of one's mind. 
The superior includes the inferior. Therefore this includes the dhar­
ma of sentient beings. 

The AvataT{lSaka Satra says, "If one disports one's mind in the dhar­
ma-realm r=aW [dharmadluItu] as ifin space, then one will know the ob­
jective realm of all Buddhas.,,258 The dharmadhiitu is the middle. Space 
is emptiness. The mind and Buddhas are conventional existence. The 
three together are the objective realm of all Buddhas. This means that 
if one contemplates [the thoughts of] one's mind, one can become 
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endowed with all B uddha-dharmas. 
Also, "to disport one's mind in the dJw:mw,dJultu" means that upon 

contemplating the dichotomy ofa sensation and its object, one thought 
arises in the mind, and one necessarily inheres II to one realm of the 
ten dharma realms. Even if one inheres to one of the dharma realms, 
the hundred realms B Wand thousand suchlike characteristics .:pi! 
are contained therein. Therefore one thought completely contains all 
[of reality]. 

This magician-like mind -c.'.~7~ijj ,259 in a single day and night, is con­
stantly creating various sentient beings, aggregates, and various "lands" 
~± , such as tentative and real "lands" from hell to that of the Bud­
dha. The practitioner must himself decide and choose which path he 
should follow.260 

Also, "like space" means that if the contemplation ofthe mind arose 
spontaneously from the mind itself, then causes and conditions are 
not necessary. The mind exists [due to] causes and conditions. The 
mind has no power to arise [spontaneously on its own]. The mind has 
no power to arise [spontaneously], but neither do conditions arise 
[spontaneously].261 If the mind and conditions each lack substantial 
Being, how can they have Being when they are joined together? It is 
difficult [to speak of substantial Being, or of them arising] when they 
are joined together; when they are separate they do not arise at all. 

Now, if just one arising is lacking in substantial Being, how can one 
speak of the hundred realms and the thousand suchlike characteristics 
as having substantial Being? Since the mind is empty [of substantial 
Being], therefore all things which arise dependent on the mind are 
empty. 

This emptiness is also empty. If emptiness is not empty, then one 
can posit conventional existence as the opposite of emptiness. But con­
ventional existence is not conventional Being fl!1~1Fflll.262 "[The sub­
stantial Being of] neither conventional existence nor emptiness" is 
ultimate purity [the middle]. 

Also, "the objective realm of the Buddha" refers to the sameness of 
the dharma of the Buddhas at the top and the dharma of sentient 
beings at the bottom.263 

Also, "the dharma of mind" refers to the non-differentiation of the 
three [dharmas of] mind, Buddha, and sentient beings. This is called 
"the dharma of mind." 

Question: How can one thought in the mind contain the hundred 
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realms and the thousand suchlike characteristics? 
Answer: This is explained with reference to the three [dharmas of 

mind, Buddha, and sentient beings] as explained in the Mo ho chih 
kuan.264 

MIAO ~y SUBTLE 

[696b9] Second, clarification of [the meaning of] "subtle" consists of 
a general interpretation and a detailed interpretation. The general in­
terpretation also consists of two parts: the relative and the absolute. 
The lLJtus Sfltra discusses only these two [absolute and relative] sub­
tleties, and does not mention that which is neither absolute nor rela­
tive.266 If it did go ahead and discuss [that which is neither absolute 
nor relative], then what delusion is severed and what principle is made 
manifest? Fa-yUn uses the term "subtle" from the lLJtus SUlra to con­
trast it with the crudeness of previous teachings, but this [position] 
has many pitfalls, as I have shown in my previous criticisms. 

[69613] Now, to consider that which is "subtle" in relation to that 
which is "crude" is to interpret "crude" as a relative term denoting in­
completeness **and to clarify "subtle" as a term denoting complete­
ness ?;*.266 This means one contrasts "crude" and "subtle" as relative 
terms [in the same way as one contrasts the terms] eternity and tran­
siency, or great and small [or Mahllyana and Hlnaylina]. 

The Vimalakirtinirde!a SUlra says, "I explain that dharmas neither 
exist ";(if nor inexist ~ ; all dharmas arise due to causes and condi­
tions.,,267 This clarifies completeness [i.e., the meaning of "subtle"]. 
"First he [the Buddha] sat under the Bodhi-tree and with his power 
conquered passions [Mara] and attained the ambrosia-like extinction 
and perfected the path of awakening.,,268 This refers to the incomplete 
[attainments of the] past and compares it with completeness [the at­
tainment of Buddhahood]. 

The Paiicavi",sati-silhasrikli-praftiiiparamitil SUlra says, "In] ambudvlpa 
the second turning of the wheel of the law was seen.,,269 This [second 
turning] is in contrast to the first [turning of the wheel ofthe law] at 
the Deer Park. The Praftiiiparamita [Sutras] are the second [turning 
ofthe wheel ofthe law]. 

The Mahilpariniroli:r.za SUlra says, "In the past there was the first turn­
ing of the wheel of the law at Varar;tasI; now there is another turning 
of the wheel of the law at Ku~inagara."27o All SUtras [which contain 
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the sermons preached] at the Deer Park are incomplete, small, and 
crude. [The teachings of the Mahliylina are] complete, great, and sub­
tle in relative contrast to these [Hlnayana teachings]. [This is the mean­
ing of "relative subtlety."] 

This bJtus Satra clarifies that "In the past in Varat;tasI you turned 
the Dharma-wheel concerning the four truths, preaching the Dhar­
ma with discrimination concerning the arising and perishing of the 
five aggregates. Now again you are turning the wheel of the Dharma 
which is most subtle and supreme.,,27J This also shows the subtlety of 
the Lotus teachings in relative contrast to the crudity of [the teach­
ings of] Deer Park. The meaning of subtle here is the same [as in the 
other Mahayana texts mentioned above]; it is in relative contrast to 
the crude. This is the meaning of this text. 

Question: If the [teachings concerning] reality were already com­
plete in the Vaipulya [S1ltras], then all should be called "subtle." 

Answer: Now, one should not determine certain time periods for 
teachings; why do you speak of "just the Vaipulya"?2'12 Even if we make 
distinctions [such as superior or inferior], this has its reasons. The rea­
son is that, [for example,] bodhisattvas of high competence ;fUfll are 
able to comprehend the subtle [teaching] through these [Vaipulya 
Satras] no different than from [comprehending the subtle teaching 
through] the bJtus S1ltra.m 

Bodhisattvas of dull faculties and those of the two vehicles are still 
wrapped up in [the conventional] expedient means and controlled by 
worldly tastes. The Vaipulya period contains the "curds" teachings; it 
teaches the subtle in contrast to the crude. The Prajiilipdramitii Satras 
contain the "butter" teachings; they teach the subtle in contrast to the 
crude. This bJt'US Satra lacks the expedient means of the above two 
[groups of] satras: it teaches only the true "ghee" of the subtle in con­
trast to the crude. The meaning of "subtle" in this [bJtus Satra] and 
in those [Vaipulya and Prajiiiipiiramitii Satras] is not different. They are 
different only in that one contains expedient means and one does not 
contain expedient means.274 

Also, the Tripitaka [Teaching] is merely the incomplete doctrine 
~* of arising and perishing, and is not able to share in the complete 
[teaching concerning] reality ?~!J.. Therefore it is called "crude." The 
doctrine of neither arising nor perishing is the complete teaching ?;*; 
this doctrine is able to share in the complete [teaching concerning] 
reality. Therefore it is called "subtle." 
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There are also two types of sharing in the complete [teaching con­
cerning] reality. To share in the complete [teaching concerning] reality 
while containing expedient means, and to directly manifest the com­
plete [teaching concerning] reality. The VaipuJ:ya and PrajM.ptJramitil 
Sfltras share in the complete [teaching concerning] reality while 
containing expedient means; this liJtus Satra directly manifests the 
complete [teaching concerning) reality. 

Therefore it says in the Malamadhyamakakiirikil: "The characteristics 
of conditioned co-arising were explained as arising and perishing for 
the sake of the disciples of dull faculties. The characteristics of condi­
tioned co-arising were explained as neither arising nor perishing for 
the sake of the disciples of sharp faculties ... 275 The verses of the 
Malamadhyamakakilrikil explain further.276 

If [as in the 'Iiipitaka Teaching one teaches reality as] non-identi­
cal with emptiness ~~p~,m this is an expedient means for reaching 
the real [truth] •. 278 Therefore it is called "crude." If [as in the Shared 
Teaching one teaches reality as] identical with emptiness ~p~, this is 
an expedient means for reaching the middle. An expedient means 
with regard to the middle, if [like the Distinct Teaching] it contains 
[teaching concerning reality as] identical to both emptiness and con­
ventional existence ~p~~p~, is a crude way for reaching the middle. 
[The Perfect Teaching which teaches that reality] does not contain 
emptiness nor conventional existence is a direct way to reach the mid­
dle. This is subtle. 

Question: When milk reaches [the level of] ghee, it is in the same 
way called "complete." How about this analogy?279 

Answer: Now I will use an analogy to explain an analogy. It is like 
an oflicial who has three ships [great, middle and small-sized] and one 
private boat for the purpose of taking people from this shore to that 
shore. 

The milk teachings are analogous to using the great and middle­
sized ships to help people cross from this shore. The cream teachings 
are analogous to using the private boat to ferry people to the island 
in the middle [of the river]. The curds teachings are analogous to 
using the four types [of boats]: using the small ship and private boat 
to ferry people to the island in the middle [of the river], and the two 
[middle and large sized] ships to ferry people to the other shore. The 
butter teachings are analogous to using the three ships, one ship for 
the island in the middle [of the river] and two for the other shore. 
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The ghee teachings are analogous to the great ship which ferrys people 
to the other shore. The three ships are alike in that they are official 
property, therefore they deserve the title "complete." The private boat 
is not official property, so it is called "incomplete." Of the official ships, 
two ships are small with few rooms. The great ship is grand and splen­
did and with many decorations; only this one can be called "subtle." 
Wise men, by means of this analogy, can gain understanding. Thus 
this analogy is explained. 

[696c24] Second, [the meaning of] absolute subtlety consists of four 
parts [which correspond to the Four Teachings]. 

, First, [the lfipitaka Teaching that] dharmas arise in three conven­
tional ways '::::'1J!1 280 [is taught] in accordance with the capacity of the 
listener ~m . [It teaches that] if one comprehends the real truth 
rparamarthasatya], then the grasping of opposites is severed. Sariputra 
said, "I have heard that within liberation there is no verbalization.,,281 
This is the meaning of the "absolute" in the lfipitaka Sntras. 

Second, [the Shared Teaching on] the three types of conventional 
existences [teaches] in accordance with reality. The whole world is like 
a magical transformation. The real is identical with phenomena 
~P.ffijy\; there is no thing which has substantial Being Iju] yet noth­
ing which is not real. So, what thing is there which can be said to be 
unreal? [Answer: none.] The Tripiraka Teaching seeks the absolute by 
denying the non-absolute,282 but [reality is] identical with phenomena 
yet real. This is [the meaning of] "absolute" in the Shared Teaching. 

Third, if the Distinct Teaching arises, [the bodhisattva of this Teach­
ing] seeks the absolute as identical with the real ~P~Z~ , and then 
returns to [the conventional world of] the worldly truth.2M What is 
not great ni1Vti1J,a? [Answer: Nothing.] This [ninJIi1J,a] is the worldly 
truth of Sa1(lSlira, and the absolute in turn is present in the relative. If 
one comprehends the middle way of the Distinct Teaching, [one knows 
that] the relative and the absolute are identical. 

Fourth, if the Perfect Teaching arises, then the non-discriminative 
dharma is explained. The extremes are integrated with the middle; 
there is nothing which is not the Buddha-dharma. All is quiescent and 
pure. How then can there be a Buddha-dharma that is not the Bud­
dha-dharma?284 Because of [the universality of] the Tathagata's dhar-
71UUlhiitu there is no form or appearance outside of the dhar71UUlhiitu. 
[To speak of] mere relativity is "crude," but through form alone one 
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can attain the "subtle."28!i There is nothing which is relative, and noth­
ing which is absolute. I do not know how to name it. If we must use 
words, it should be called "absolute."286 

The MahiiparinirvaTJ.G· SutTa says that that which is great is called 
"immeasurable" and "beyond conceptualization;" therefore it is called 
"great."287 It is analogous to the fact that space is called "great" even 
though this is not due to [a greatness contrasted with] small spaces. 
NirvilTJ.G is also like this. It is not due to [a contrast with] small char­
acteristics that it is called "great" nirvaTJ.G. 

The "subtle" is also like this. "Subtle" means "beyond conceptual 
thought"; it is not subtle due to [a contrast with] crudities. Ifit is deter­
mined that there is a dharmadhiitu which is vast, great, independent, 
and absolute, this kind of "great thing" must be described as existing 
[in contrast to nothingness], but how then can it be called absolute [in 
the absolute, non-relative sense]?288 

N ow, the dharmadhiitu is pure and not something which can be seen, 
heard, realized, known, or verbalized. The text says, "Cease, cease, it 
is not necessary to explain. My dharma is subtle and difficult to con­
ceptualize.,,289 The "Cease, cease, it is not necessary to explain" refers 
to the absolute severance of words. The "My dharma is subtle and dif­
ficult to conceptualize" refers to the absolute severance of concep­
tualization. 

It also says, "This dharma cannot be expressed; the marks of words 
are quiescent."290 This also refers to the limits of praising [the Bud­
dha, or the subtlety ofreality] with language. [The Buddha-dharma] 
cannot be expressed with relative terms, and it cannot be expressed 
with absolute terms. It means the extinguishing of the relative and 
the absolute. Therefore it is said, "[words are] quiescent." 

It is also said that all dharmas have "the mark of eternal quiescent 
extinction which finally is reduced to emptiness.,,291 This emptiness is 
also empty, therefore neither the relative nor the absolute have sub­
stantial Being. The Mulamadhyamakakarikll says, "If dharmas arise in 
relation to [something else], that dharma in turn gives rise to relative 
[dharmas] ... 292 

Now, there is no causation through relation [to something indepen­
dent of oneself] and no [substantial] dharma which arises. The Kwala­
mula-sa1{tgraha says, "[This bodhisattva] has already attained the 
patience [which comes from understanding the truth of] non-arising 
~~,.g [anutpattika-dharma-~anti?]. This "non-arising" does not arise, 
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since non-arising does not [substantially) arise."295 This is called 
"absolute. " 

If one is to say anything further, then what is that which is absolute 
and what reality is made manifest? There is no end to the flow [of 
words) and one falls into frivolous discussion [prapanca).294 Ifone [relies 
on] discriminative conceptions based on deluded feelings, [one can say 
that] the absolute depends on the non-absolute and that [the concept 
of] "neither absolute nor relative" is in relative contrast to [the con­
cept of] "both the relative and the absolute."295 

Verbalization is repetitive and continues endlessly. The reason is 
that words arise in accordance with [ordinary deluded] conceptions 
and perceptions ~1l!..296 If mental conceptualization does not stop, 
how can one transcend verbalization? It is like a foolish dog which 
chases a lump [of earth?]; its efforts are in vain because in the end he 
does not go beyond the lump.29'1 If one can have a subtle awakening 
concerning that "within the palace walls" .~,298 the wind ofconcep­
tual thinking will cease and the mind, like water, will become clear 
and pure, and words and thoughts are transcended. It is like a crafty 
lion which releases the lump and chases people.299 When the lump is 
left behind, the lump is transcended.lIOO 

When one is awakened concerning subtle [reality], one has the pen­
etrating knowledge ?1iiJ~o that outside the dharmadlliJtu there are no 
dharmas and that to discuss the absolute [verbally] means that one 
must clarify the absolute in terms of doctrine of existence 1fr~ . To 
experience the absolute in terms of the absolute is to clarify the ab­
solute in terms of doctrine of emptiness ~r~ . This is like a delight­
ful horse which only sees the shadow of the whip and enters [his 
stable].301 This is called "absolute subtlety." 

[696b3] By utilizing these two [meanings ofrelative and absolute] sub­
tlety, the above three dharmas [of sentient beings, Buddha, and mind] 
are [called] subtle. 

The dharma of sentient beings also contains the two meanings of 
subtle; this is also called subtle. The dharma of Buddhas and the dhar­
ma of the mind also contain the two meanings of subtle; this is also 
called subtle. If one refers to the above four types of absolute and rel­
ative [subtlety, which correspond to the Fourfold Teachings) in rela­
tion to the Mahilpariniroo:Qa SatTa's analogy of the five flavors,502 the 
milk teaching has two absolute [subtleties, that of the Distinct and 
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Perfect Teachings], the cream teaching has one absolute [subtlety, that 
of the 'Ii'ipitaka Teaching], the curds teaching has four absolute [sub­
tleties, that of the 'Ii'ipitaka, Shared, Distinct, and Perfect Teachings], 
the butter teaching has three absolute [subtleties, that of the Shared, 
Distinct, and Perfect Teachings], and this Lotw Satra has only one ab­
solute [subtlety, that of the Perfect Teaching]. 

If one were to expose [the true meaning of] the conventional ab­
solute [implicit within the Tripitaka, Shared, and Distinct Teachings]. 
one would enter [an understanding of] the one subtle absolute -~j)~ 
[reality]. 

Question. What is the meaning of interpreting subtlety in terms of 
the absolute? 

Answer: Certainly "subtle" can also be called "absolute"; "subtle" 
and "absolute" are merely different names [for the same thing]. Is it 
not like a person saying that he is the absolute best?so5 

Also, "subtle" refers to the absolutizer ~~~ and "crude" refers to 
the absolutized plfm. This "subtle" [reality] has the effect ofabsolutiz­
ing the crude. Therefore the absolute is brought forward and called 
"subtle ... 304 

It is like in the first half of the Lotw Satra ~r~ .&05 First the teach­
ing of expedient means is presented where the great teachings [of 
Mahllyllna] are not explicit. Now, when the great teachi,ngs are made 
explicit, the teachings of expedient means are absolutized.S06 That 
which is absolutized is then called "subtle." Also, if the great teachings 
are already explicit in the first half of the Lotw Satra, then one can­
not realize the explication of the great teachings in the second half 
*r~ .S07 

Now, when the teachings are made explicit in the second half, the 
great teachings in the first half [are seen to be] identical with the ab­
solute. The power to absolutize the great [teachings] in the first half 
comes from the great [teachings] in the second half. The great teach­
ings which absolutize the first half are called the great [teachings] of 
the second half, therefore it is called absolute. Also, even if the great 
teachings of the second halfare made explicit, one is not able to arouse 
the subtlety of the mind of contemplation.!I08 

Now, if one enters the contemplation of subtle quiescence, the way 
of verbalization is severed and the teachings of the second half of the 
Lotw Satra are identified with the absolute. [Realizing] the absolute 
depends on [the practice of] contemplation. By calling this "absolute," 
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one can speak of the subtlety of contemplation. I have called the 
absolute "subtle" in order to manifest this meaning. 

The above dharma of sentient beings is subtle because of the ab­
solute subtlety of the "traces" [of the historical manifestation of the 
Buddha and this world in which he is manifested]. The above dhar­
ma of the Buddha is subtle because of the absolute subtlety of the 
original basis [ofthe eternal Buddha]. The above dharma ofthe mind 
is subtle because of the absolute subtlety of the mind of contempla­
tion [or, "the contemplation ofthe mind"].- The first four subtleties!!IO 
are horizontally absolute with regard to the four teachings.!!ll These 
three [subtleties of sentient beings, the Buddha, and mind] are verti­
cally absolute1l12 with regard to the perfect teachings. 

[697b22] The detailed interpretation of "subtle" consists of three parts. 
The three crude [Teachings] of Deer Park and the single subtle [Teach­
ing] of the Vulture Peak are all explained in the "traces" section.!!l!! I 
will expound [the meaning of] "subtle" in ten sections with reference 
to the "traces." 

This term "subtle" refers to both the "traces" and the "basis." The 
"basis" refers to that which is inherent from the beginning 5f:M . I 
will expound [the meaning of] "subtle" with regard to the "basis" which 
is inherent from the beginning also in ten sections. Both the "traces" 
and the "basis" are teachings. Based on teaching one contemplates; 
there are also ten sections for discussing [the meaning of] "subtle" 
[with reference to] contemplation. Within the "traces" there is the con­
cept of the subtlety of the dharma of sentient beings, the subtlety of 
the dharma of the Buddha, and the subtlety of the dharma of mind. 
Each has ten sections, so there are thirty sections. In discussing sub­
tlety, there are similarities and differences between this Lotus Satra 
and other SOtras and ~iistras. 

The "basis,,!!14 contains thirty subtleties.1Il5 This is completely differ­
ent from other SOtras. These sixty sections each also contain [the con­
cept of] relative subtlety and absolute subtlety; thus there are one 
hundred and twenty sections. 

If one wishes to destroy the crude and manifest the subtle, one util­
izes [the concept of] relative subtlety; if one wishes to expose the crude 
and manifest the subtle, then one utilizes [the concept of] absolute 
subtlety. 

The ten subtleties of "traces" are: Subtlety of Objects; Subtlety of 
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Wisdom; Subtlety of Practice; Subtlety of Stages; Subtlety of Threefold 
Dharmas; Subtlety of Empathy and Response; Subtlety of Supranor­
mal Powers; Subtlety of Preaching the Dharma; Subtlety of Atten­
dants; and Subtlety of Merit and Benefit. 

The interpretation of these ten subtleties consists of five sections: 
Introductory Definition; Quotations from Scripture; Sequence of 
Teachings; Detailed Interpretation; and Concluding Summary on the 
Tentative and the Real. 

[697c6] The introductory definitions are as follows: 
What is the "subtlety of objects"? This refers to the ten suchnesses, 

conditioned co-arising rpratityasamutpada], the four [noble] truths, the 
threefold truth, the two truths, the One Truth, and so forth. Since 
these are all the "teachers of all Buddhas,,,!!16 they are called subtle 
objects.!!I? 

The "subtlety of wisdom" refers to twenty [kinds of] wisdoms,!Il8 the 
four bodhi wisdoms of inferior, medium, superior and most superior 
[wisdoms], the seven [kinds of] conventional and real [wisdoms],!!19 the 
five kinds of threefold [truth] wisdoms,!!20 and the one wisdom of [know­
ing] reality as it truly is. Since the objects are subtle, the wisdom [con­
cerning those objects] is also correspondingly subtle. Since the dharma 
is eternal, therefore all Buddhas are eternal.!!21 Since wisdom and its 
objects are beyond conceptual thought, they are both called subtle, as 
a cover and a box are named together.!l22 

The "subtlety of practice" refers to various practices, such as the 
five gradual practices and the five practices which are not gradual.!!2!1 
Wisdom guides practice, therefore it is called "subtle practice.,,!l24 

The "subtlety of stages" refers to the three levels [oflarge, medium, 
and small] grasses, the two levels [of great and small] trees, and the 
one level of reality.!!2!; These are called subtle stages due to the sub­
tlety of practice.!!26 

The "subtlety of the threefold dharmas" refers to threefold dhar­
mas in general!l27 as horizontal [the same], as vertical [different], as 
neither horizontal nor vertical [neither one nor differentiated], or as 
[classified] distinctly or together. These are all part of the secret store 
~f;»ll .!!28 Therefore they are called "subtle.,,!!29 

The "subtlety of empathy and response" refers to the empathy [of 
the believer] and the response [ofthe Buddha] in four phases,!!!10 thir­
ty-six phases,351 the twenty-five [realms of existence and samtidhi],!1!12 of 
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the Distinct and Perfect [Teachings]. The water does not rise, nor does 
the moon descend, yet the one moon in a single instant is manifest in 
all [bodies of] water. The Buddhas do not come, and the sentient 
beings do not go [yet they are united through the "empathy" or ca­
pacity of the believer and the "approach" or power of the Buddha]. 
The power of the capacity of goodness and compassion is to be per­
ceived in this way. Therefore it is called subtle empathy and response.8M 

The "subtlety of supranormal powers," i.e. the [five] powers of 
retribution mJi , cultivation f~Jm , deliberate conscious action f'P.lI, 
essential dharmas Brill, and neutral transformations ~~B{t{tJi .834 

[The Buddha] transforms himself according to conditions and per­
forms conventional activity which imparts no retribution.l!3!i Whether 
far or near [the goal], whether [at the level of] a seed or mature or 
liberated, all are part of the One vehicle [ekaylZna]; thus it is called sub­
tle supranormal power.836 

The "subtlety of preaching the dharma" refers to the preaching of 
the twelve-fold scriptures, the HInayana and Mahayana canon, the 
Dharma preached in accordance with the capacity of the listener, the 
written scriptures, and the perfectly subtle Dharma [of the Lotus Satra?]. 
These are taught perfectly in accordance with reality so it leads all 
sentient beings to be exposed to and awakened concerning the Bud­
dha's knowledge and insight. Therefore it is called the subtle preach­
ing of the Dharma.s8? 

The "subtlety of attendants" refers to the activity, supranormal 
powers, vows, response, and doctrine of the attendants [of the Bud­
dha]. They are like clouds which hide the moon, like a large group 
of ministers and aristocrats who surround [the Emperor] on all sides. 
Therefore they are called subtle attendants.388 

The "subtlety of benefits" refers to the benefits of both cause and 
result, both emptiness and conventional existence, the middle, and 
this world of transformation [which are gained by attending to the 
Buddha and his teaching]. It is like the great sea which is able to 
receive [all of] the dragon's rain.ss9 Therefore they are called the sub­
tle benefits.!HO 

[698al] For scriptural proof I will quote only passages from the first 
half of the Lotus Satra and not even passages from the second half of 
the Lotus Satra. Why should I quote other Siitras? 

The Lotus Satra says concerning the such-like appearances and so 
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forth of all dharmas that "the true aspects of reality are exhaustively 
understood only by the Buddhas ... 341 The "true aspects of reality" .m 
is the gate by which to enter the wisdom of the Buddha. This gate is 
objective reality :lj . It also says, "This exceedingly profound and 
minutely subtle dharma is difficult to perceive and hard to under­
stand. Only I and the Buddhas of the ten directions can know these 
aspects ... 342 This refers to subtle objects. 

"The wisdom which I have attained is minutely subtle and most 
supreme."343 Also, "With this subtle wisdom I seek the supreme path. "344 

and "The dharma which is undefiled, beyond conceptualization, ex­
ceedingly profound, and minutely subtle ... is known in its [true] 
aspect only by me."w This refers to subtle wisdom. 

"Originally, by following incalculable Buddhas he [the Buddha 
Sakyamuni] practiced all paths .... After practicing all of these paths, 
he attained his fruit [of Buddhahood] at the seat ofenlightenment.":546 
Also, "They pressed their palms together and with a respectful mind 
desired to hear of the completed path ... 347 Also, "All dharmas from the 
beginning are characterized as eternally quiescent in themselves. Sons 
of the Buddha attain Buddhahood in the future by completing the 
practices of the path. ,,:546 This refers to subtle practice. 

Four kinds of flowers fell from heaven,lH9 manifesting the four [bod­
hisattva] stages of Abodes, Practice, Merit Transference, and bhami. 
The exposing, revealing, awakening, and entering mIm't!A [the Bud­
dha's knowledge and insight]3S0 also refers to the meaning ofthe levels 
[of attainment]. "To ride on the jeweled vehicle and course in the four 
directions;"351 The four directions are the four causal stages [leading 
to Buddhahood]. The "direct attainment of the seat of enlightenment" 
refers to the level of resultant [Buddhahood]. This refers to subtle 
stages. 

"The Buddha himself dwells in the Great Vehicle; it is adorned with 
the power of wisdom and concentration which he has attained."S&2 The 
"Great Vehicle" [Mahayana] refers to the true nature !it'li [ofreality];S5S 
"concentration" refers to the perfection of one's potential ~'Ii ;354 
"wisdom" refers to enlightened concentration I!.~K 35& This refers to 
the subtle threefold dharmas. 

"In the span of three weeks I considered these matters."356 Also, "I, 
with the Buddha-eye, have penetrating insight into the six destinies 
of sentient beings,',357 Also, "All sentient beings are my sons."358 Also, 
"He saw in the distance his father sitting on the Lion's Throne.,,359 
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This refers to subtle empathy and response. 
"Now, the Buddha-Bhagavan entered samildhi and manifested 

strange and inconceivable signs."S6C) This refers to subtle supra normal 
powers. 

"The Ththagata can skillfully discriminate and preach the dharma; 
with gentle words he makes joyful the minds of sentient beings. "116) 

Sariputra said, "On hearing the Buddha's gentle words which are 
profound, far removed [from ordinary understanding], and minutely 
subtle ... ,,1162 Also, "All of the dharmas which he expounds without 
exception reach the ground of omniscience."34i3 Also, "He expounds 
only the supreme path."lI64 Also, "[Among Sutras] already, now, or to 
be preached, [this Lotus SiUra] is the most difficult to believe and un­
derstand."lI65 This refers to subtle preaching of the Dharma. 

"He teaches only bodhisattvas, and has no gr:lvaka as disciples."lI66 
This refers to the subtle attendants [of the Buddha]. 

"In the present or future, anyone who hears one stanza or one verse 
will attain perfect awakening.,,1!67 Also, "Anyone who hears [the preach­
ing ofthe Lotus SiUra] can attain ultimate perfect awakening."lI68 Also, 
"If I try to save [sentient beings] through the small vehicle, I would 
have fallen victim to greed. This cannot be excused."lI69 Also, "Final­
ly, there is no one who is allowed to attain salvation for himself alone; 
all attain salvation through the salvation of the Ththagata ... 570 This 
refers to subtle benefits. 

[698b] [The sequence of the ten subtleties is based on the following 
reasoning:] 

The objects of the [true] aspects of reality are not something 
produced by Buddhas, gods, or men. They exist inherently on their 
own and have no beginning. Therefore they come first [on the list of 
ten subtleties]. 

Delusions arise due to illusion concerning reality. If one understands 
reality, then wisdom is born. 

Wisdom is the basis for practice. The undertaking of practice is 
aroused due to the eye of wisdom.s7) The three dharmas of the [wis­
dom] eye, the [practice] feet, and objects become the vehicle [for 
salvation]. 

By riding on this vehicle one enters the pure and clear lake [of 
Buddhahood] and advances on the stages [to attain enlightenment]. 

What sort of dwelling do these stages consist of? They consist of 
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dwelling in the threefold dharmas ofthe secret store [ofthe Buddha's 
teachings]. By dwelling in these dharmas one finally becomes quies­
cent and eternally illumined. 

The capacities [of beings] in the ten dharma realms are illumined; 
if there is a capacity [among sentient beings] there will certainly be a 
response [from the Buddha]. 

If the Buddha's response is to be offered according to the capacity 
[of sentient beings], then first the physical body should be utilized [to 
get the attention of sentient beings] with a show of supranormal powers. 

After [sentient beings] see the supranormal powers of transforma­
tion, they will be amenable to accepting the way [of the Buddha]. Then 
with a verbal [turning of] the wheel [of the law], the way is proclaimed 
and revealed to guide [sentient beings]. 

If they are moistened with the rain of the dharma, they accept the 
teachings and receive the way and become attendants of the dharma. 

The attendants undertake the practice [of the B uddhist way], remove 
the basis [reasons for rebirth] in sa~tira, expose the Buddha's knowl­
edge and insight, and attain great benefit. 

The first five [subtleties] refer to the completion of the causes and 
result [of Buddhahood] through one's own practice. The later five 
refer to the completion of what is possible by [the power of] the other 
[i.e., the Buddha]. Though the dharma is immeasurable, these ten 
meanings [contain] the perfect intent [ofthe Buddha]. The beginning 
and end of self-practice and other-power are thus both completed. 

[698b16] Fourth, a detailed interpretation of objects consists of two 
parts; interpretation of all objects, and discussion of the similarity or 
differences among all objects. 

[698b17] The interpretation of objects consists of six parts; the objects 
of the ten suchnesses; the objects of conditioned co-arising; the ob­
jects of the four noble truths; the objects of the two truths; the ob­
jects of the threefold truth; and the objects of the One Truth. 

There are indeed many places in all of the SOtras where the objec­
tive realm is clarified in terms of "conditions" •. Is there any need 
to list them alf? In short, there are six types. The sequence of the six 
is as follows: The ten suchlikes is a teaching of this !.boo Satra, there­
fore it comes at the beginning. Twelvefold conditioned co-arising 
rpratityasamutptida] and transmigration in the past, present, and future, 
is in its completeness inherent from the beginning **~1f .~/12 The 
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Tathagata appears in this world, discriminates and skillfully teaches 
[the Dharma], and calls it the four noble truths. In advancing from 
the general to the specific, the two truths [samvrtisatya and paramlirtha­
satya] are expounded next. Although the term "two truths" is used 
generally, it is another term which manifests [the meaning of] the 
middle path. Next, the threefold truth is clarified. The [concept of 
the] threefold truth still contains expedient means, but directly 
manifests true reality. Next, the one truth is clarified. The [term] "one 
truth" still is verbal and has [discriminative] marks ~:f§ .373 Finally 
"no-truth" ~~-m is clarified.'574 

In short it is enough for one to utilize these six categories [in deal­
ing with everything in the objective realm] from ignorance to ultimate 
reality .~~ . 

THE TEN SUCHLIKE CHARACTERISTICS 

[698b28] First, the clarification of objects as ten suchlike [charac­
teristics]. This has been explained above [see pp. 184-187]. 

CONDITIONED CO-ARISING 

[698b29] Second, the interpretation of objects as conditioned co-aris­
ing. This also has four parts: the correct interpretation; classification 
into crude and subtle; exposing the crude and manifesting the sub­
tle; and the correct interpretation of contemplating the mind. 

[698c2] [The correct interpretation of conditioned co-arising involves] 
another fourfold classification: clarification of twelvefold conditioned 
co-arising conceptually understood as arising and perishing }(~H'~~~; 
clarification of twelvefold conditioned co-arising conceptually under­
stood as neither arising nor perishing ,~.~/f\~/f\~ ; clarification of 
twelvefold conditioned co-arising as beyond conceptual understanding 
yet as arising and perishing /f\,~.~~~ ; and clarification of twelvefold 
conditioned co-arising as beyond conceptual understanding and as 
neither arising nor perishing /f\,~.~/f\~/f\~ .375 

[698c4] The two types of [interpreting] conditioned co-arising as 
conceptual understandable are taught in terms of worldly doctrine 
Wrqi~376 so that both the clever and the dull can understand. The 
Millamadhyarookakilrikii says, "The characteristics of twelvefold condi­
tioned co-arising were explained as arising and perishing for the sake 
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of disciples of dull faculties. ,,377 This was in response to the mistaken 
[doctrines] of the infidels. The infidels mistakenly say that all dhar­
mas arise from the creator Indra, or say that it is the nature of world­
ly things, or that [things arise from] minute particles of dust, or from 
mother and father, or that there are no causes at all. All of these hereti­
cal speculations $11 have no basis in reason or reality ~f.M • Thue 
conditioned co-arising does not correspond to these heretical specula­
tions. It is just that ignorance in the past and a warped [deluded] mind 
together produce actions which bring about the resultant suffering in 
this world of the six destinies, in which good and evil [results, or rebirth 
by various beings depending on their past deeds] are not the same. 

The Saddho:rma-smrtyupasthlina S1ltra lE7i~*! 378 says that an artist 
paints all shapes by distributing the five colors. There are beautiful 
and ugly [images]. [The basis for these images] is discovered in the 
hand of the artist. The distinctions in the six destinies are not crea­
tions by I~vara and so forth, but appear from a single thought of an 
ignorant mind. 

When there is a combination of ignorance and the worst kind of 
evil activity J:£~~T~ ,379 then the causes and conditions of hell arise, 
as an artist uses the color black. When there is a combination of ig­
norance and mediocre evil activity, then the causes and conditions of 
beasts arise, as an artist uses the color red. When there is a combina­
tion of ignorance and lesser evil activity, then the causes and condi­
tions of preta arise, as an artist uses the color blue-green. When there 
is a combination of ignorance and lesser good activity, then the causes 
and conditions of arura arise, as an artist uses the color yellOW. When 
there is a combination of ignorance and mediocre good activity, then 
the causes and conditions of human beings arise, as an artist uses the 
color white. When there is a combination of ignorance and the best 
good activity, then the causes and conditions of heavenly beings arise, 
as an artist uses the most superior white color. 

One should know that it is through a combination of ignorance and 
every sort of [good and/or evil] activity that there arises name-and­
form, the six senses, experience, passion, attachment, existence, 
rebirth, decay, sickness, death, and so forth. [The results] are differ­
ent according to the [past] level [of good and evil activity]. All the des­
tinies such as that of human and divine beings include all ["10,000"] 
pleasures and sufferings which begin with rebirth and end in death, 
and after death they return to another rebirth. They roll through the 
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past, present, and future like the wheels of a carriage on fire. There­
fore a Satra says, "Sentient beings are drowning in the whirlpool of 
the river of existence. Blinded by ignorance, they are not able to es­
cape.,,580 

A S11tra also calls this a "twelve-linked chain " *ii because we are 
all caught and tied up in it.381 It is also called the "twelve leveled 
castle," and the "twelvefold garden of thorns. ,,382 This [interpretation 
of twelvefold dependent co-arising is [that phenomena are always] 
newly arising and perishing and do not remain [the same] from one 
thought to another thought. Therefore it is called [the understanding 
of] dependent co-arising as arising and perishing. 

[698c28] Part four of the [P'a sa] Ying lo ching383 says that ignorance is 
the condition for volitional activity, which gives birth to the twelvefold 
[chain of dependent co-arising] ... up to birth being the condition for 
decay and death and gives birth to the twelvefold [chain of depen­
dence ].384 Thus there are one hundred and twenty links of conditioned 
co-arising.S85 The first involves nescience II so the rest up to decay 
and death also involve nescience. It involves nescience because it is [a 
state of] unenlightenment. The first [link of ignorance] is [a state of] 
unenlightenment, so the rest up to and including decay and death are 
[states of] unenlightenment. Birth is caused by nescience and death is 
caused by nescience. 

If one is awakened concerning [the true nature of] conditioned co­
arising, conditioned co-arising no longer occurs. If nescience does not 
occur, then future rebirth and death is exhausted. This is called being 
"enlightened" 'i!! . To be enlightened means to follow the way [of the 
Buddha to enlightenment]. 

[699a5] Also, are "twelve-fold conditioned arising" Kltg and "twelve­
fold conditioned birth" Kl1:. the same or different?S86 

[Answer] They are the same. They are not different in the sense 
that they refer to all conditioned things [sa1JlSkrta-dharma]. However, 
there are distinctions [which can be made]. 

"Conditioned arising" refers to causes ~ [hetu] and "conditioned 
birth" refers to results *= [phala]. The first two [links of ignorance and 
activity] are "conditioned arising.,,387 The next five [links of con­
sciousness, name-and form, the six senses, contact, and sensation] are 
"conditioned birth. ,,388 The next three [links of passion, attachment, 
and existence] are" conditioned arising. ,,389 The last two [links of rebirth 



CHIH-I'S FA HUA HSOAN I 215 

and decay-and-death] are "conditioned birth.,,590 
Also, [another distinction between conditioned arising and condi­

tioned birth is th,at] ignorance corresponds to "conditioned arising," 
volitional activity corresponds to "conditioned birth," and so forth to 
rebirth corresponding to "conditioned arising" and decay-and-death 
corresponding to "conditioned birth." 

Also, [another distinction can be made utilizing] the tetralemma. 
The two links ofthe future [rebirth and decay-and-death] correspond 
to "conditioned arising but not conditioned birth" [a, not b]. The two 
links of the past [ignorance and volitional activity] and the final death 
of the present [life of an] arhat391 correspond to "conditioned birth 
but not conditioned arising" [b, not a]. "Both conditioned arising and 
conditioned birth" refers to all past and present dharmas except for 
the past and presentskandha of an arhat's death [both a and b]. "Neither 
conditioned arising nor conditioned birth" refers to unconditioned 
[asaflZSkrta] dharmas [neither a nor b]. 

The Dharmakaya Sfltram explains that all ignorance necessarily gives 
birth to volitional activity and they are not mutually separate [i.e., they 
are interdependent]. [This interdependence ofignorance and volition­
al activity] which constantly follow one after the other is called "con­
ditioned arising" and is not "conditioned birth." Ifignorance does not 
of necessity give birth to volitional activity, so that at times they are 
mutually separate and [at times] not mutually separate, this is called 
"conditioned birth" and is not "conditioned arising." The same can be 
said for the rest [of the links] including decay-and-death. 

Vasumitra fD~]{1i !l9!1 says that causes [Zg are "conditioned arising" 
and dharmas which are born from causes are "conditioned birth." Of 
the twelve links of causation, two [ignorance and volitional activity] 
refer to the past and are merely [the extreme of] eternalism. Two [links 
of rebirth and decay-and-death] refer to the future and are merely 
[the extreme of] nihilism. The present [i.e., the other eight links] 
clarifies the Middle Path. By analyzing the three causes of the pres­
ent [of passion, attachment, and existence] one explains the two results 
[of rebirth and decay-and-death] in the future. By analyzing the five 
results in the present [of consciousness, name-and-form, six senses, 
contact, and experience] one explains the two causes in the past [of 
ignorance and volitional activity]. 

The past, present, and future all have the twelve links. By analyz­
ing causes and results these sorts of explanations are made. 
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[699a22] The twelve [links interpreted] temporally are as follows: 
"Ignorance" ~a~ [avidytI] refers to all the times of grasping in the 

past. 
"Volitional activity" fr [sa1flSMra] refers to all the times of volition­

al activity in the past. 
"Consciousness" ~i [vijMna] refers to the time of the mind of con­

tinuity and its concomitants. 
"Name-and-form" ~@ [namarapa] refers to the time when one has 

already experienced birth and its continuity but has not yet given birth 
to the four kinds of sense organs [1!Hl@fll.SM [At this stage] the "six 
senses" are not yet complete.595 First there is conception [kalala: the 
first week in the womb]. Second is arbudam [the second week]. Third 
is peSl [the third week]. Fourth is ghana [the fourth week]. Fifth is 
pra§tIkhii [the fifth week to the time of birth]. These times are what is 
referred to as "name-and-form." 

When the six senses r.A [$a(ltIyatana] have arisen, the four kinds of 
sense organs include all the six senses. All of these sense organs are 
not yet able to have contact [with the outside world] and construct 
[concepts] on this basis.396 This time is called the [stage of the] six 
sense organs. When these sense organs are able to have contact ~ 
[sparsa] and construct [conceptualizations] on this basis, but are not 
yet able to distinguish between suffering and pleasure, are not able to 
avoid danger and harm, nor seize fire and touch poison and grasp 
swords and impurities; this is the time called "contact." 

When one is able to distinguish suffering and pleasure, avoid danger 
and harm, and so forth, can give birth to covetous passion but does 
not arouse licentious desire, and does not arouse attachment to all 
things, this time is called "experience" ~ [vedana]. 

When one is endowed with the above three experiences,597 this time 
is called passion j: [tmza]. 

One covets objects, therefore one seeks after [things in] the four 
directions; this time is called "attachment" 1Il [upaddna]. 

When one is seeking after [things], physical, verbal and mental [ac­
tivity] is aroused. This time is called "existence" 1f [bhava]. 

As the present consciousness continues into the future, this time is 
called "rebirth" ~ [jdti]. 

As the present name-and-form, six senses, contact, and experience 
continue into the future, this time is called "decay-and-death" ~*' 
[jardmara'Qa ]. 
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For the twelve [links of] conditioned [co-arising to be included in] 
one moment means that if one takes life due to a covetous mind, the 
corresponding foolishness is "ignorance;" the corresponding thoughts 
are the "volitional actions;" the corresponding mind is "consciousness;" 
if karma is produced, "name-and-form" necessarily follows; if karma 
is produced, "the six senses" necessarily follow; the corresponding con­
tact is "contact"; the corresponding experience is "experience;" the 
covetousness is "passion"; the corresponding bonds are "attachment"; 
the physical, verbal and mental [actions] are "existence"; in this way 
all dharmas arise, this is "rebirth"; for all these dharmas to change is 
"decay"; and for all these dharmas to be destroyed is "death." 

Question: Why is "disease" m not explained as one of the links? 
Answer: One establishes as a link that which is exhaustively pres­

ent at all times in all places. There are people who are not sick from 
the time they are born; for example, Bakkula never experienced a 
headache from the time he was born, let alone other sicknesses.s98 

Therefore it is not established [as a link]. 
Question: Is sorrow ~~ [soka-parideva ?] a link or not? 
Answer: It is not. It comes at the end [of the twelve links]S99 to show 

that [the cycle] begins again, since decay and death are certainly sor­
rowful. 

Question: Does ignorance have a cause or not? Does decay-and­
death have a result or not? If they do they should certainly be con­
sidered as links. If not, they fall into the category of dharmas without 
a cause or effect.400 

Answer: They do have [causes and effects] but these [causes and ef­
fects in themselves] are not links. Ignorance has a cause: incorrect 
conceptualizations .'~;I'It . Decay-and-death has a result: sorrow. Also, 
ignorance has a cause, which is decay-and-death. Decay-and-death has 
an effect, which is ignorance. Passion and attachment in the present 
is [caused by] ignorance in the past. Name-and-form, the six senses, 
contact, and experience in the present, if they continue in the future, 
are called decay-and-death. It is as explained [previously] that expe­
rience is the condition for passion. One should know that [in the same 
way] decay-and-death is explained as the condition for ignorance. It 
is like a chariot; [the various parts] are interdependent causes [of a 
chariot being a chariot]. 

Those who are born from a womb in the realm of desire contain all 
twelve links. [It is said that those in] the realm of form have eleven 
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[links]: they have no name-and-form; and [those in] the realm ofform­
less ness have ten: they lack name-and-form and the six senses. How­
ever, it can be said that they contain [all twelve]. When all the sense 
organs first arise in the realm of form, when one has not yet attained 
cleverness 5iJIJ , it is still called "name-and-form." Though it is said 
that there is no form in the formless realm, there is still names. One 
should know that all twelve links are contained [in all three realms]. 

Question: What is the difference between "ignorance and volition­
al activity" and "attachment and existence"? 

Answer: The differences are that of past vs. present, of newness vs. 
consequential fJT~ ,401 and that which has reached fruition and that 
which has not yet reached fruition.402 

[699b28] Second, twelvefold [conditioned co-arising] as "conceptually 
understandable yet neither arising nor perishing." 

At this level the skillful is used to destroy the unskillful.403 The 
MUlamadhyarrwltakii:rikii says, "The characteristics of conditioned co­
arising were explained as neither arising nor perishing for the sake 
of the disciples of sharp faculties.,,404 "Ignorance" is like space, and so 
forth up to "decay-and-death" are like space. "Ignorance" is like a 
magical apparition, because it cannot be realized, and so forth up to 
"decay-and-death" are like magical apparitions because they cannot 
be realized.4O!i 

The Suva1"f.lllprabhiisa Satra says, "The essential mark of ignorance 
is that of being inherently lacking in substantial Being. It has exis­
tence only as the confluence of deluded conceptualizations of that 
which conditionally co-arises.,,406 It is like a magician who stands at 
the crossroads and magically creates apparitions of various elephants, 
horses, crowns, necklaces, people, and so forth. The illusion is called 
the truth and wisdom is thought to be false. Ignorance makes the 
world of the six destinies appear like a magical apparition. It should 
be known that basically this [world] is without substantial Being and 
[appears as we ignorant people perceive it] as a result of ignorance. 
For example, it is like one is not afraid if he knows that the Wisteria 
tree root is really "* not a snake.4O'1 

If there is no arising, then there is no perishing. This is called the 
characteristics of twelvefold conditioned co-arising conceptually un­
derstood as neither arising nor perishing. 

[699c9] Third, conditioned co-arising as arising and perishing yet 



CHIH-I'S FA HUA HSOAN I 219 

beyond conceptual understanding.408 

Here the narrow [conceptual understanding?] is destroyed and the 
great [non-conceptual understanding?] is clarified. The trans-worldly 
dharma ~Mi-i~ is here explained for the sake of both those of sharp 
and dull capabilities in accordance with their condition. 

The Avataf{lSaka Sutra says, "The mind, like a skillful painter, creates 
the various aggregates. In all the world there is nothing which does 
not follow the creations of the mind.,,<t09 "The painter" in our case is 
the ignorant mind, and "all the world" is the ten dharma realms which 
are the lands of conventional reality fMJr~ ± . 

The treatises are not all consistent in clarifying the content of the 
mind from which all the dharmas emerge. One says that "the lila­
yavijfUl:na is the true consciousness from which all dharmas emerge. "410 
Another says that "The dlayavijiiilna ~iiJ~lf~ is the consciousness which 
never perishes ~~~~ [alaya]. It is neutral and ignorant yet all dhar­
mas emerge from it.,,4JJ 

If one insists on being attached to a substantial nature,412 he will 
fall into arousing the [mistaken] concept of an "original Being" ~M 
and thence the concept of a substantial self ;ft'L' will be mistakenly 
aroused. If one does not realize that even the conditioned co-arising 
of the world as conceptually understood does not truly arise. how then 
will one be able to realize the trans-worldly conditioned co-arising 
which is beyond conceptual understanding? 

There are no delusions in the realm which is beyond conceptual 
understanding. How then can the understanding which overturns 
delusions be able to realize non-conceptual wisdom?415 The way to 
destroy these [various delusions and other assorted obstacles to en­
lightenment] is explained in the Mo Iw chih kuan.4J4 

N ow I will clarify [the correct interpretation]. The mind ofignorance 
is neither self-existing § • nor caused by something else fill. • nor both 
#, nor without a cause .~~. The four parts [of this tetralemma] are 
all beyond conceptual understanding, but it can be verbalized through 
the use of the four siddhanta.415 

The four possibilities of the tetralemma are like a dream. Although 
one seeks [to find the cause or source of] the dream [as to whether it 
is self-existing, from something else, both, or without a cause], it can­
not be conceptually understood. Nevertheless one can speak of all the 
things which were seen in the dream. 

Although one cannot attain [a conceptual understanding of] 
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ignorance though the tetralemma, it is through ignorance that all 
dharmas both of and transcending this world Wpqj~~ emerge lB . 
The emergence of the twelvefold conditioned co-arising of this world 
is as explained previously. The emergence of twelvefold conditioned 
co-arising which is beyond this realm [of delusion] is what is referred 
to in the Ratnagotravibluiga, where it says that "The wisdom of empti­
ness of the arhats and pratyekabuddhas does not fundamentally per­
ceive the Ththagata's body.,,416 

Although those of the two vehicles possess the four antidotes [for 
removing delusions] such as "impermanence" and so forth 1m!4"m ,417 

for overcoming delusions, these are opposed MfflJ to [the characteristics 
ot] the Tathagata's Dharma Body.418 They are opposite to [the real 
characteristics of the Buddha]; therefore it is ignorance [and those of 
the two vehicles still are ignorant]. Though they dwell in the realm 
of having no outflow [of passions],419 they still have four kinds of 
obstacles [to ultimate Buddhahood]: i.e., conditions • , marks t§ , 
rebirth 1: , and destruction !.l .420 

"Conditions" refers to fundamental ignorance ~I!JH±:I::t!! "21 which, 
along with volitional activity fr [sa7p.SMra], produce conditions [for fur­
ther rebirth]. 

"Marks" refers to the combination of ignorance and volitional ac­
tivity which acts as cause [for further rebirth]. 

"Rebirth" refers to the combination of fundamental ignorance and 
undefiled deeds ~7i~422 which gives birth to the three types of mind­
born bodies i":1:~ ."2!1 

"Destruction" refers to the condition of the three kinds of mind­
born bodies [suffering] death which is an inconceivable transforma­
tion 1'PJ.'iMl~~HE ."24 

These correspond to the twelvefold [links ot] conditioned co-arising 
within this realm [of delusion] from ignorance to decay-and-death as 
follows: "Conditions" refers to the link of ignorance. "Marks" refers 
to the link of volitional activity. "Rebirth" refers to the five links from 
name-and-form [and consciousness, the six senses, contact, and expe­
rience]. The three links of passion, attachment, and existence should 
be known as explained above. "Destruction" refers to the links of 
rebirth and decay-and-death. 

These twelve links [which correspond to the realm of having gone 
beyond this realm of delusions Wj~], though the same in number as 
those of this realm [of delusion Wpq ], are very different in meaning. 
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This treatise [the Ratnagotravibhiigat25 says that [those of] the three 
types of mind-born body who have not yet attained release from the 
stain of ignorance [i.e., fundamental ignorance] have not yet attained 
ultimate uncon~itioned purity. Those who have not yet forever extin­
guished the fine differentiations [s~ma prapanca ?] of ignorance have 
not yet attained the ultimate unconditioned self. Those who have not 
yet eternally extinguished the causes of the fine differentiations ofig­
norance and the consciousness [manomaya-skandha = mind-body] which 
arises through undefiled deeds ~?i~ [anasravakarman] have not yet 
attained the unconditioned bliss [asa7flSkrta-nirva~?]. Those who have 
not yet finally extinguished the defilements of passions, karma, and 
rebirth have not yet awakened to the ambrosia-like ultimate eternal 
[nirvd~]. They do not attain great purity because of their condition 
[of fundamental ignorance] which is the way of passion *Ji'I'~ill . They 
do not attain the self which has eight masteries426 because of their 
marks [of causes for future rebirth] which is the way of karmic deeds 
~lR . They do not attain great bliss because of their rebirth which is 
the way of suffering =!!fill. They do not attain eternity which is without 
transformations because of their [experience of] destruction which is 
decay-and-death.42'1 

This [analysis] is based on [the interpretation of] twelvefold condi­
tioned co-arising as beyond conceptual understanding yet arising and 
perishing. These are the characteristics of twelvefold conditioned co­
arising as beyond conceptual understanding yet arising and perishing 
[corresponding to] the realm beyond [delusions] ?H~ . 

[700a16] The [Perfect interpretation of] twelvefold conditioned co­
arising as beyond conceptual understanding and as neither arising nor 
perishing manifests reality II as integrated with phenomena .. for 
the sake of those who have sharp faculties. 

The Mahaparinirva~ Satra says, "Twelvefold conditioned co-arising 
is also called the Buddha-nature.,,428 This means that [the three causal 
links of] ignorance, passion, and attachment are identified with the 
way of passions *Ji'I'~ [kle.fa]. But kle.fa and bodhi are integrated. Bodhi 
is penetrating understanding, and thus it has no /r1esa. If one has no 
/r1esa, then one has ultimate purity; this is Buddha-nature [wisdom] as 
the complete cause T f!l'$'1'1 [of Buddhahood]. [The two links of] voli­
tional activity and existence are identified with the way of karmic deeds 
~ill , which is [integrated with] deliverance M~R. [vimok,5a]. Mastery 
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in deliverance is the Buddha-nature as conditional cause tic[Zg{4IHl [for 
Buddhahood]. [The links of] name-and-form and decay-and-death 
refer to the way of suffering *J![ . Suffering is integrated with the 
Dharma Body. The Dharma Body has no suffering nor pleasure, there­
fore it is called "great bliss." It is neither born nor does it die, so it is 
eternal. This is the Buddha-nature as the correct cause iE[Zg{~'i'1 [of 
Buddhahood]. 

Therefore it is said [in the MahlipariniTVii1}a Sutra], "Ignorance and 
passion and all between are identical with the middle way."429 Ig­
norance refers to the past and passion to the future. Whether extreme 
or the middle, there is nothing which is not the Buddha-nature. This 
also is the meaning of "eternal, blissful, selfhood, and pure." Ignorance 
does not arise nor does it perish. This is called [the interpretation of] 
twelvefold conditioned co-arising as beyond conceptual understanding 
and neither arising nor perishing.430 

[700a27] Second, classification into crude and subtle. The objects of 
conditioned co-arising themselves cannot be classified into crude and 
subtle [because they are beyond adequate verbal description], but there 
are deep and shallow ways of understanding them at various levels of 
distinctions [such as the fourfold teachings and the analogy of five 
flavors]. 

[700a28] [There are two parts to this classification; first, the Fourfold 
Teachings, and second, the Five Flavors. 

The first of the Fourfold Teachings is the TI"ipitaka Teaching. The 
understanding of twelvefold conditioned co-arising in the Tripitaka 
Teaching is that all links ] from ignorance to all volitional activity and 
so forth including decay-and-death do indeed arise. From the three 
[links of ignorance, passion, and attachment ]431 the two [links of voli­
tion and existence ]432 arise. From these two [links] the other seven 
[links]4M arise. From these seven [links, which in turn act as causes], 
the three [original links of ignorance, passion, and attachment] arise. 
[In this way] the links of conditioned co-arising are mutually interac­
tive [as the causes and results of each other]. Deluded passions [klesa] 
are the causes and conditions of karma; karmic activity is the cause 
and condition ofsuffering.43i These are transient and arise and perish. 
The Millamadhyamakakiirikii classifies this teaching as the dharma for 
those of dull faculties.4M The MahiipariniTVii1}a Sutra calls this the in­
complete [teaching; lit. "alphabet"] which is diligently taught.436 This 
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Lotus SatTa calls this a liberation which is merely a detachment from 
empty delusion."'7 Therefore we know that this is a crude [under­
standing] of objects. 

[Second, the ,understanding of twelvefold conditioned co-arising in 
the Shared Teaching is that] the essential mark mUll of ignorance is 
that of inherendy lacking substantial Being "* § /f\ fl .438 The deluded 
conceptualization of the confluence of causes and conditions [leads 
one to imagine or interpret the existence of] objects as substantial 
Being, like a magician's illusion, so that wisdom [of true knowledge] 
cannot be realized. 

A Sntra says, "If there is a dharma which [supposedly] transcends 
nirvil1J4, I say that this [also] is an illusion or trick."439 The Millamad­
hyamtlkakii:rikil clarifies that this teaching is for those of sharp facul­
ties.440 The Mahilparinirva1J4 SatTa illustrates this with the [analogy] of 
the rich man teaching grammar .mf1JlJ¥i~~ [tryakaTa1J4].441 The 
Paficavi1flJati-siihasrikil-prajiUijJilTamitt'l SatTa calls it "truly and skillfully 
saving" tll.Iliff [sentient beings].442 This Lotus SatTa calls them "small 
trees."443 This is a skillful [understanding] of objects. 

[Third, the understanding of twelvefold conditioned co-arising in 
the Distinct Teaching is that] if ignorance is the condition, marks arise 
due to this condition, rebirth is due to these [causal] marks, and there 
is destruction due to rebirth.444 [Nirvlil,la/Buddhahood is] pure because 
conditions are extinguished; it is selfbood because marks are removed; 
it is bliss because rebirth is exhausted; it is eternal because it has no 
destruction. 

The Millamadhya1Mkakilrikil says, " Dharmas which arise through con­
ditioned co-arising ... are also called 'conventional designations,."445 
The Pancavi1flJati-siihasrikil-prajiUijJilTamitil SatTa calls these twelve links 
of dependent co-arising "the dharma of the pratyekabuddha.,,446 The 
Mahtlparinirvii:{UJ SatTa says that "one attains the burning flame [of 
anuttaTcIsamyaksa7]Zbodhi] by extinguishing ignorance.'"H7 This Lotus 
SatTa says that "this a 'large tree' which will continue to grow."- Com­
pared to the previous [understandings] this is "subtle," but compared 
to the next [understanding] this is "crude." 

[Fourth, the understanding of twelvefold conditioned co-arising in 
the Perfect Teaching is that] the three ways of ignorance ~1lJ.l-== ill 449 

are identical to the three virtuous qualities -==~~ [of Buddhahood].450 
It is not necessary to sever the three virtuous qualities451 and then 
once again seek the three virtues. 
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The Millamadhyamakakiirikii says, "Dharmas which arise through con­
ditioned co-arising . . . are also called the meaning of the Middle 
Path. ,,452 The Pancavi'T{t!ali-sahasrikii-prajMpaTamita SatTa explains that 
this twelvefold conditioned co-arising is [the content of that realized 
at] the seat of enlightenment [bodhima~].45S The MahtJ.pariniruar.w­
SatTa says, "Ignorance, passion, and all in between [such as birth, 
decay, disease, and death] are identical with the Middle Way.,,454 This 
Lotus SatTa says, "The potential for Buddhahood arises [is realized] 
through conditions, therefore the one vehicle [ekayana] is taught."m 
This is called "the highest reality.,,456 How can this not be subtle? The 
first three [understandings] are tentative because they are crude; the 
last one is real because it is subtle. 

[700b19] Ifwe utilize this [classification of] crude and subtle to list the 
five flavors, the milk teachings include two types of [understanding] 
conditioned co-arising, one part crude [the Distinct Teaching] and one 
part subtle [the Perfect Teaching]. The cream teachings are just crude 
[the 'fripitaka Teaching]. The curds teachings are three parts crude 
[Tripitaka, Shared, and Distinct] and one part subtle. The butter teach­
ings are two parts crude [Shared and Distinct] and one part subtle. 
The Lotus SatTa [the ghee teachings] teach only the one subtle part. 
This is called clarifying the subtle [understanding of] conditioned co­
arising in contrast to the crude [understanding of] conditioned co-aris­
ing. 

[700b22] Third, exposing the crude and manifesting the subtle means, 
as the Lotus SatTa says, "My dharma is subtle and difficult to concep­
tualize.,,457 The first three [understandings] are all the dharma-teach­
ings of the Buddha.458 How can there be a crude [understanding] 
which is conceptual and which is different from the subtle [under­
standing] which is beyond conceptualization? [There cannot.] 

There is no explanation of the meaning of liberation which is not 
verbal. Truly the essence of that which can be conceptualized is iden­
tical with that which is beyond conceptualization. It is like the rich 
man [in the analogy of the poor son] supplied "pots and vessels, rice 
and noodles" to the poor son and made them his.459 According to his 
innate nature [i.e., his genealogy] the poor son is neither a guest nor 
a servant. The "pots and vessels" thus stay in the family and do not 
become the possessions of a stranger.460 

The Tathligata takes that which is beyond conceptualization and 
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uses expedient means to explain it crudely. How can one isolate the 
crude as [ultimately] different from the subtle? [One cannot.] 

This [Lotus SiUra] fulfills the dharma of the ~ravakas, so it is the king 
of all Sotras.461 ~t exposes [the meaning of] two [Tripitaka and Shared 
understandings of] conditioned co-arising and discourses on [the iden­
tity of all with] the subtle. 

Also, the Mahiipariniroii1}a SiUra says, "For the sake of all ~ravakas, 
[the Mahayana scriptures and the Mahiipariniroii1}a SiUra] open their 
eye of wisdom. "462 This means that in the past [Tripitaka Teaching?] 
the "eye of wisdom" merely perceived emptiness and did not perceive 
non-emptiness. Now [with the teachings of the Mahiipariniroii1}a Satra?] 
the eye of wisdom which perceives non-emptiness is opened. "Non­
emptiness" means to perceive the Buddha-nature. Therefore it is said, 
"Through the perception of the eye of wisdom one does not [perceive 
the Buddha-nature] completely. The Buddha, with the Buddha-eye, 
perceives completely.,,463 This is the fulfillment of the bodhisattva's 
eye of wisdom, the exposure [of the true meaning] of the third [un­
derstanding of] conditioned co-arising [in the Distinct Teaching]. 

[The fourth Perfect Teaching] is a discourse on the subtle in an ab­
solute way.464 

[700c5] Fourth, contemplating the mind means contemplating that 
one ignorant thought is identical to enlightenment. The Mahilpari­
niroii1}a Satra says, "Insight [concerning] ignorance is identical to 
ultimate emptiness."~ Wisdom concerning emptiness illumines ig­
norance; [it clarifies the truth] that ignorance is identical to purity 
[because they are both empty of substantial Being]. 

To use an analogy, suppose there is a man who is discovered to be 
a thief; he is then unable to steal.466 If originally there is no place 
which is defiled by ignorance, then this "way of passionate delusions" 
is pure. If passionate delusions are pure, there are then no karmic 
deeds. If there are no karmic deeds, then there are no bonds. If there 
are no bonds, then one is a free self. If one's self is free, one is not 
bound by karma. Who then experiences name-and-form, contact, and 
experience? Since there is no experience, there is no suffering. If there 
is no suffering within the aggregates, who then is transient and 
perishes? This is the virtue of eternity. 

Thus one thought in the mind already includes the twelvefold links 
of conditioned co-arising. By contemplating [these aspects of] condi-
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tioned co-arising and constantly practicing the contemplation of eter­
nity, bliss, selfhood, and purity, the mind will thought by thought 
come to dwell within the secret storehouse [of B uddhahood]. The con­
stant practice of this contemplation is called "being entrusted to the 
noble womb" ~Hil .407 If one practices this contemplation diligently 
and singlemindedly, one will bring to perfection the content of the 
womb [and advance toward Buddhahood]. If one destroys ignorance, 
this is called transcending the noble womb [to advance to Buddhahood]. 

THE FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS 

[700cl5] Third, the clarification of objects as the four [noble] truths 
consists of four parts: Clarification of [the content of] the four truths; 
Classification into crude and subtle; Exposing the crude and manifest­
ing the subtle; and Contemplating the mind. 

[700cl6] The first section [on the content of the four truths] consists 
of two parts: transcending other interpretations, and the four ways of 
understanding the four truths. 

[700cl8] Some masters468 interpret the [teaching of the] "unlimited 
noble truths" in the Srirn.aladevi Sutra469 as manifesting ultimate Bud­
dhahood in contrast to the limited attainment of those of the two 
vehicles. The Four Noble Truths are [understood as] "deliberate" f'P.470 
"Deliberate" refers to the four noble truths which can be measured. 
The "spontaneous" four noble truths are the four noble truths which 
cannot be measured.471 "Deliberate-spontaneous" refers to practice, 
and "limited-immeasurable" refers to doctrine. Since those of the two 
vehicles contemplate the [four] truths and realize the dharma, but not 
exhaustively, they still have things to do iiJTf'P ,472 therefore [their un­
derstanding of the four noble truths] is called "deliberate" 1ff'P .473 
Since they have not attained the dharma exhaustively, it is within the 
limits of being measurable. The knowledge of "knowing through 
others" in the Sotra474 is a conditioned ["deliberate"] activity. "Know­
ing through others" is not omniscience, and is not a knowledge of the 
immeasurable dharma.475 Therefore it is called conditioned ["delib­
erate"] and measurable. 

The inexhaustible knowledge of the Buddha is spontaneous and im­
measurable. There is nothing left to accomplish, therefore it is called 
"without activity" ~f'P .476 This "knowledge of all there is to know 
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through one's own power,,477 is spontaneous activity. "All" refers to 
the immeasurable Dharma. This interpretation has four parts [delib­
erate, spontaneous, limited, immeasurable], but only two meanings 
[deliberate/limi~ed and spontaneous/immeasurable]. This [interpreta­
tion] is not utilized here. 

[700c28] The four ways [of understanding] the four truths are as aris­
ing-and-perishing j:~ , as neither-arising-nor-perishing ~j:~ , as 
immeasurable ~Jt , and as spontaneous ~f'F . This interpretation is 
taken from the Chapter on Noble Activity of the MahiIparinirvii:r:ta 
Sutra.478 It is divided into four classifications in terms of the partial 
and the perfect 1.iiii1ll , phenomenal appearances and reality $-f.M • 

[701al] Arising-and-perishing refers to [the understanding of the four 
noble truths by those who are] heavily deluded concerning the real 
{It, because it is understood ["named"] in accordance with phenomenal 
appearances $- .479 

[The first two truths of] "suffering" and "causes of suffering" are 
actually one dharma; they are divided into two in the sense of cause 
and effect. [The last two truths of] "the path" and "extinction" are 
likewise.480 Verses in the Sa1!lyuktdbhidha1TlUlhrdaya Sastra .~iiJ m~{.\~~ 
say that the truth of suffering [duMha-satya] is taught as "the nature 
of the result of all volitional activity"; the truth of the causes [of suf­
fering: samudaya-satya] is taught as "the nature of causes"; the truth 
of extinction [nirodha-satya] is taught as "the fact that all conditioned 
things ultimately perish"; the truth of the path [marga-satya] is taught 
as "all activity [practice] which is lacking in [passionate] outflows" 
[anasrava]. 481 

The MahiIparinirvii:r:ta Sutra482 says that the truth of suffering refers 
to the heavy burden, oppression, and bondage of the senses and their 
objects [skandha-ayatana]. The truth ofthe causes [of suffering] refers 
to that which is able to attract the results of various mental and emo­
tional delusions and passions. The truth of the path refers to that 
which is able to remove the basis of suffering: the precepts, medita­
tion, and wisdom [Sila-samadhi-prajiUi] and [insight into the truths of] 
transiency, suffering, and emptiness.483 The truth of extinction refers 
to severing the bonds of causes and results in [this samsaric world of] 
twenty-five modes of existence -= + 1i ff .484 

The I-Chiao ~ifc says that "the causes [of suffering] are true causes, 
and there are no other causes .... The path to extinguish suffering 
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is the true path."485 
All of these passages refer to the marks of the Four Noble 'Ihlths 

as arising-and-perishing. Their order advances from the crude to the 
fine. The mark of suffering is crude. so it comes first. Though {the 
truth of] extinc,tion is not the real [truth].- the real is revealed through 
extinction.487 The mark of extinction is also crude. so it is mentioned 
first [before that of the path]. Also. by mentioning the resultant suf­
fering in the world. this leads people to despise the causes [of suffer­
ing] in the world. Through extinction [of the causes of suffering] one 
is able to attain the fruit oftranscending the world [and attaining Bud­
dhahood]. Therefore this sequence [of the four truths] is utilized. 

"Noble" ~ {t1rya] is in contrast to and destroys heretical teachings 
~~?~ • therefore it is called "correct and noble" .iE~ . 

"Truth" tr6 [satya] has three interpretations. It is called the "truth" 
because its self-nature is not nothingness. It is called "truth" because 
by having insight into these four [truths] one attains the enlighten­
ment which is not mistaken. It is called "truth" because by means of 
this truth one can manifest [the truth] to others.488 

The Mahiiparinirot11J4 SatTa says. "Ordinary people have suffering 
but not the truth. Sravakas and pratyekabuddhas have suffering and 
[know] the truth of suffering.,,489 It should be known that ordinary 
people do not perceive the noble [truth of] reality ~!! [as it truly is]. 
do not attain wisdom f~~ • and are not able to explain it fj~~jt. They 
only have suffering without [knowing] the truth of suffering. The 
~ravakas are endowed with these three [meanings of the truth] and 
therefore it is said that they possess the truth. This interpretation is 
harmonious with the SUtra [Mahiiparinirot11J4 SatTa?]. 

[701a20] Non-arising is [the understanding of the four truths] by those 
who are lightly deluded concerning the real 1)1; • because it is under­
stood ["named"] in accordance with reality!.! [the "principle" of empti­
ness]. 

[According to this understanding.] suffering has no mark of oppres­
sion. the causes [of suffering] have no mark of fusing. the path has 
no mark of duality; and extinction has no mark of arising.490 

Also. one learns through practice that suffering is empty; the other 
three [truths are empty] in the same way.491 Also. "non-arising" refers 
to [the fact that the concept of] "arising" defines the causes [ofsuffer­
ing] and the path.492 Since the causes [of suffering] and the path are 
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empty, there is no [substantial] arising ofthe causes [of suffering] nor 
the path. The causes [of suffering] and the path do not arise, there­
fore there is no [substantial] suffering nor extinction [of suffering]. 
This is true reality which is integrated with phenomena; it is not a 
reality which appears after extinction.49! 

The Mahilpariniroa1J,(J, SatTa says, "All bodhisattvas understand suf­
fering as non-suffering. Therefore they do not have suffering, but do 
have [an understanding of] the real truth."494 The other three [truths] 
are also likewise. Therefore it is called the four noble truths [under­
stood] as non-arising. The meaning of "noble truth" is as explained 
above. 

[701a27] "Immeasurable" [is the understanding of the four truths by] 
those who are heavily deluded concerning the middle tp , because it 
is understood ["named"] in accordance with phenomenal appearan­
ces •. [In this understanding] ignorance has immeasurable marks, 
because the fruits of the ten dharma realms [from hell to Buddhahood] 
are not the same. The causes [of ignorance] have immeasurable marks 
because the passions of the five levels [of deluded views and attitudes 
and ignorance] are not the same. The path has immeasurable marks, 
because the Buddha-dharma, [immeasurable as] the sands of the Gan­
ges River, is not all the same. Extinction has immeasurable marks, be­
cause all of the perfections of virtue [pdTamitd] are not the same. 

The Mahilpariniroa1J,(J, Satra says, "To know all SkU:TUlIw, as suffering 
is called a mediocre wisdom tp~ . If one discriminates all the skandha, 
they have immeasurable characteristics. This is not something known 
by gr~vakas and pratyekabuddhas. I, in the [other, HInay~na] Satras, 
have not completely explained this.,,495 The other three [truths] are 
also likewise. This is called [the understanding of] the four noble truths 
as immeasurable. 

[701b4] "Spontaneous" [is the understanding of the four truths by] 
those who are lightly deluded concerning the middle, because it is un­
derstood in accordance with reality. 

When one is deluded concerning reality, [to misunderstand the fact 
that] enlightenment is passions is called "the truth of the causes" [of 
suffering]; and [to misunderstand the fact that] niroa1J,(J, is sa1flSilra is 
called "the truth of suffering." When one has understanding [concern­
ing reality], [to know that] passions are actually enlightenment is called 
the "truth of the path"; and [to know] the identity of nirod1J,(J, and 
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sa1flSilTa is called the "truth of extinction." The integrated nature of 
phenomena [with reality] is the Middle [the true nature of ultimate 
reality]. There is no conceptualization ,~" no thought ~ ,no one who 
creates or makes [anything] ~Pl~f'F : therefore it is called "spon_ 
taneous." 

The Mahilparinirvil1J,Q, SatTa says, "The worldly truth is the truth of 
supreme meaning. . . . These are good expedient means which are 
[taught] in accordance with the capacity of sentient beings, so it is ex­
plained that there are two truths .... One who has transcended this 
world knows the truth of supreme meaning."496 The One Real Truth 
-JUm [or, Truth of One Reality] is not an empty delusion nor a decep­
tion. It is eternal, blissful, selfhood, and pure. Therefore this is called 
[the understanding of] the four noble truths as spontaneous. 

However, in the explanation of the spontaneous four truths ~f'F!m~* 
in the Srimiiliidevf SatTa,497 it differentiates the truth of extinction as 
the ultimate teaching of the Buddha as eternal '#; , true am , and a 
refuge ft{. The other three [truths are called] transient ~~'#; ,not true 
~~~* , and not a refuge ~~ft< .498 

The reason is that these three are characterized as conditioned, 
therefore they are transient. They are transient, therefore they are 
false delusions and thus not true. They are transient, therefore they 
are not peaceful and thus are not a refuge. The truth of extinction is 
detached from conditions, therefore it is eternal. It is not false delusion, 
therefore it is true. It is supreme peace, therefore it is a refuge. There­
fore it is called the truth of supreme meaning. It is also called "beyond 
conceptual thought" [inconceivable]. 

Dharmottara (?)~I1t. $1i 499 challenges this position [by pointing 
out that] the SUtra says, "The path of the Buddha's enlightenment is 
eternal for three reasons: It is eternal because it exhausts delusions. 
It is eternal because it arises without depending on passions. It is eter­
nal because it is complete liberation. It is analogous to all rivers return­
ing to the sea.,,500 How can it be said that the truth of the path is 
transient? 

Answer:501 This explanation [of the three transient and one eternal 
truths] in the Srimillddevf SatTa [should be understood in the sense] 
that this first truth of the extinction of suffering does not refer to the 
extinction of dharmas which are [really] destroyed. Buddha-dharmas 
without beginning, spontaneous, and more numerous than the sands 
of the Ganges River are perfected [by one who attains Buddhahood]. 
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It is explained that the Tathagata's Dharma Body is not detached from 
the store of passions [kle1agarba?]. It is taught that the truth of suffer­
ing is the hidden name for the tathiigatha-garbha. The manifestation is 
named the "Dharma Body." The wisdom concerning emptiness of 
those in the two vehicles is still in the realm of the four misconcep­
tions lm~MfflJ [concerning transiency. suffering, impurity, and non­
selfhood]502 and they cannot perceive or know [the ultimate truth]. 

Now a clear explanation is needed. The one [truth of extinction] is 
eternal, real, and a refuge. It involves the healing ~;Ua [of diseases], 
the removal of obstacles ~~! , and the manifestation ofthe [Dharma] 
body ~I« . Therefore it is explained that the [other] three are not 
eternal and not real. The one [truth of extinction] is proclaimed eter­
nal and real! 

Now I will criticize [this interpretation]. If one posits one truth [of 
extinction] as manifesting [the ultimate truth] and as the spontaneous 
truth ~f'F~* , and the [other] three as not yet manifesting [the ul­
timate truth] and not the spontaneous truth, then the one truth is 
complete and the other three are not complete. It should be known 
that the explanation of the Srimliladevi Siltra is a sequential explana­
tion from the shallow to the profound. It makes differentiations and 
has not yet integrated [the parts]. Therefore this corresponds to [an 
interpretation of] "spontaneous" from within [the understanding of] 
the four truths as immeasurable.503 It is not [the interpretation of the 
truths as] spontaneous which is of the mind aspiring [for enlighten­
ment], ultimate, and without dualistic differentiations. 

As the Mahiiparinirvii1Jll Svira says, "All four noble truths are true 
and real" 1f~*1f •. 504 Thus it should be known that all four are "true," 
"real," and "eternal." 

[701c3] Second, the classification into crude and subtle. 
The Mahayana and Hlnayana treatises which discuss the truths do 

not go beyond these four [understandings of the four noble truths as 
arising and perishing, non-arising, immeasurable, and spontaneous]. 
Some discuss teachings, practice, and enlightenment ~frlli which are 
not integrated. These are crude. [Some discuss] teaching which is in­
tegrated, but the practice and enlightenment are not integrated. These 
also are crude. For all to be integrated is to be subtle. 

If classified in terms of the five flavors, the two types [of under­
standing the four truths as immeasurable and spontaneous] in the 
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milk teaching are not understood by those of the two vehicles. The 
Mahayana is detached from the HInayana, therefore it is one part 
crude [four truths as immeasurable] and one part subtle [four truths 
as spontaneous]. 

The cream teachings are of one type [of understanding the four 
truths as arising and perishing=Tripitaka Teaching], and the Maha­
yana is not utilized. The HInayana is detached from the Mahayana: 
their roots are destroyed and they are as deaf and dumb. Therefore 
this is crude. 

The curds teachings are of [all] four types. One [the four truths as 
spontaneous] supplants the other three; two [four truths as arising 
and perishing, and neither arising nor perishing] do not enter the one 
[middle way?]; two [four truths as immeasurable and spontaneous] 
both enter the one [middle way] but one has teachings which are not 
integrated.505 Therefore this has three parts which are crude and one 
part subtle. 

The butter teachings are of three types [four truths as non-arising, 
immeasurable, and spontaneous]. One [four truths as spontaneous] 
supplants the other two. One [spontaneous = Perfect Teaching] enters 
the one [middle way]. One [non-arising=Shared Teaching] does not 
enter the one [middle way]. One [immeasurable=Distinct Teaching] 
enters the one [middle way] but its teachings are not integrated. There­
fore this has two parts which are crude and one part subtle. 

The ghee teachings are of only one type of the four truths [as spon­
taneous]. It is only subtle and has no crude parts. 

This is a relative classification of clarifying the subtle in contrast to 
the crude. 

[701cl2] Third is the exposing of the crude and the manifestation of 
the subtle. 

First I will summarize the intent of all the SOtras. 

The Paficavi7{l1ati-sllhasrikil-prajMparamitil SatTa stops at clarifying 
three types of [understanding] the four truths [and does not include 
that of "arising and perishing"]' It says that "Visible form is itself 
emptiness; it is not emptiness through the perishing of form.,,506 This 
is the meaning of "non-arising." "All dharmas have visible form as 
their content ~ and do not transcend this content."507 This is the 
meaning of "immeasurable." "Visible form is unattainable" 1'tiJf~ .r,Q8 
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How can one speak of content or no content? This is the meaning of 
"spontaneous ... 

The MiJ.lo/m4llhyam,akalrii:rika verse [24: 18] also contains three under­
standings,509 and the explanation of Hlnayana methods of contempla­
tion in the last two chapters510 corresponds to the meaning of "arising 
and perishing." 

The SiUra of Immeasurable Meanings clarifies that immeasurable 
[meanings] emerge from the one [Dharma].slI This means that the 
[real meaning of the first] three types of [understanding] the four 
truths is exposed and emerges from Ml ill the [understanding of the 
four truths as] spontaneous. 

The Lotus SiUra clarifies that the immeasurable enters the one.Sl2 

This means that the [first] three types of [understanding] the four 
truths meet and ultimately merge with t". the one type of [under­
standing] the four truths [as spontaneous]. 

The chapter on uN oble Practice" in the MahiipariniTVtl1J,(L Sfltra [T. 
12, 673b-693b] finally discriminates [the teachings of] all SUtras. There­
fore it contains the explanation of the four types of [understanding] 
the four truths. 

In the chapter on the Virtuous King ~i!i£ [of the Mahiiparinirvil1J,(L 
Sfltra], [the teachings of] all Satras are finally put to rest ~H~ [out­
lined and finally summarized], along with the four understandings of 
the four noble truths. The text says, "The arising of arising is unex­
plainable. The arising of non-arising is unexplainable. The non-aris­
ing of arising is unexplainable. The non-arising of non-arising is 
unexplainable."sI5 The Sutra comments on this first phrase saying, 
"Why is the arising of arising unexplainable? Arising arises, therefore 
it arises. Arising arises, therefore it does not arise. [Neither of these is 
conceptually understandable as to how or why anything arises,] there­
fore it is unexplainable" [T. 12, 733c13-15]. 

According to the text, merely [the understanding of] arising and not 
arising [is enough] to interpret the arising of arising [the lfipitaka 
Teaching]. But if this [understanding of the] "arising of arising" is in­
cluded in [the understanding of] "the arising of non-arising, "514 then 
what necessity is there to teach the "arising of arising"? The Buddha 
presents one [position] to stand for all for the sake of clever people. 
If they can grasp the meaning [of ultimate truth through, for example, 
the lfipi~aka Teaching], then [they realize that] the arising of arising 
is identical with the arising of non-arising, and is also identical with 
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the non-arising of arising, and also identical with the non-arising of 
non-arising. 

Why should he one-sidedly preach the one phrase of "the arising 
of arising,,?!>1!> Because if [clever people] grasp the meaning [of the ul­
timate truth contained in the correct understanding of "the arising of 
arising"], the other three lines are understood likewise. 

Question: Why does the Buddha make a one-sided interpretation 
[such as the Tripitaka Teaching]? 

Answer: This is for the sake of clever people. Also, because there 
are [various] causes and conditions [and capacities to understand], it 
should be simplified in this way. The people of the times [ofthe Bud­
dhat16 are like the clever horse which, upon seeing the shadow of the 
whip, [enters the stable or starts running] without actually being 
whipped. If finally summarized ~~ in this manner [in the Mahilpan­
niroa1Jll SatTa], what teaching is not satisfactorily explained ~ ["put to 
rest"]? 

At times three of the explainables are crude and one is subtle.,At 
times three unexplainables are crude and one unexplainable is sub­
tle. At times all four explainables are crude, and all four unexplainables 
are subtle. At times the four explainables and the four unexplainables 
have both crude and subtle elements. At times the four explainables 
and the four unexplainables are all neither crude nor subtle. 

In these various ways, all are complete and partake in subtlety; the 
conventional is exposed and the real is made manifest. For all four 
[understandings of the four noble truths] to be unexplainable is of a 
high level m:it . For all four to be explainable shows the vastness of 
their essence ftJJ( . For the four to be both explainable and unex­
plainable shows the length of their function m:Ii . For the four to be 
neither explainable nor unexplainable is for them to be neither high 
nor vast nor long nor short nor One nor differentiated; they are all 
the same in being called "subtle." 

[702al2] You should already know about contemplating the mind, so 
I will not repeat myself. 

TWO TRUTHS 

[702a13] Fourth, clarification of the two truths also consists of four 
parts: a summary of other opinions; clarification of the two truths; 
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classification into crude and subtle; and exposing the crude and 
manifesting the subtle. 

[702aI4] The term "two truths" appears in many SOtras, but it's reality 
is difficult to comprehend. The world is in an uproar and has debated 
this issue for a long time. In the Miao-shing-ting ching ~Y!YJJE*'! it says 
that the Buddha and Mafiju~rI had a dispute over the two truths in 
the past and they both fell into hell.517 It was not until the time of the 
Buddha Kassapa51S that their doubts were resolved satisfactorily.519 If 
these two sages in their causal stages IZ9tiJ! 520 were not able to resolve 
the issue, how can contemporary people with their strong emotional 
passions attain a resolution? 

Question: Sakyamuni, when he met Kassapa, was already a bod­
hisattva with only two rebirths left -=~tf~ .521 Why is it that he first 
understood the two truths [at this late stage]? And how could he have 
previously retrogressed to an evil destiny [at such a late stage]? 

Answer: The [meaning of the] term "previously" is extensive [and 
covers a long time period]. Why is it necessary to limit his falling into 
the evil destinies to before his life [as a bodhisattva] with two rebirths 
left?522 

Also, a bodhisattva with only two rebirths left surely dwells in the 
stage just before that of becoming a Buddha *m~ .523 There are many 
levels to this stage. The Distinct and Perfect [Teachings] do not in­
clude this doctrine. In the Shared Teachings [it is taught that] one is 
already free from the evil destinies and will never again relapse after 
surpassing the stage of [severing mistaken] views. This must refer to 
the nipi~aka bodhisattva. When he has arrived at [the bodhisattva 
level of] having only two more rebirths, he has not yet severed all 
delusions. He then understands the two truths for the first time. Thus 
this meaning is faultless. To have "previously" retrogressed into evil 
destinies can also be interpreted in this way. 

Question: If the nipi~aka bodhisattva does retrogress, but not [the 
bodhisattvas of] the other three teachings, why does it say in the 
Suva'17Jllprabhiisa SatTa that [bodhisattvas of] the ten bMmi are afraid 
of tigers, wolves, and lions?524 

Answer: If one is killed due to an evil friend, one falls into hell. If 
one is killed by an evil elephant, one does not fall into hell.525 Thus 
the physical body of a person of the Perfect Teachings implies the 
meaning that within one life one is able to ascend and transcend the 
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ten bhami. This means that though this one has already destroyed all 
passions and has no propensity for falling into hell, he still has a physi­
cal body which cannot avoid evil beasts. The physical body of those of 
the other teachings cannot ascend the ten Mami within the span of 
one life. They merely perform [bodhisattva] practice and under­
standing, so they have passions [and can fall into hell if attacked by] 
tigers and wolves. One who attains understanding and fulfills practice 
has penetrating understanding ofreality, but has not passed beyond 
phenomenal existence [and his delusions and passions are not all 
gone].526 

Those who have attachments are various. Seng-min ftjt of the 
Chuang-yen ssu m:fi~ 527 says that the two truths are transcended in 
Buddhahood, and is for that reason criticized by the Master of the 
MalamadhyamaluJJt4riJt4 [Chih-tsang].528 This kind of Buddha-wisdom 
[in which the two truths are supposedly transcended] illuminates what 
reality and destroys what delusions? If it does not illumine any dis­
tinct reality [outside of that of the two truths], it is not necessary to 
transcend it [and go beyond the two truths]. If [Buddhahood] trans­
cends and is outside [of the two truths], but does not illumine any­
thing else, how can it be said that one attains transcendence? 
Advancing, one cannot fulfill the three [superior Teachings], and 
retreating, one does not fulfill the two [lower teachings of the Tripitaka 
and Shared Teachings].529 

[The masters of] the Ch'eng shih lun in the Liang Period [502-557] 
were not all the same in their attachment to the worldly truth. Some 
said that the worldly truth has name ~ , function m and essence U. 
Some said [that the worldly truth has] only name and function and 
does not have essence. Some said [that the worldly truth has] only 
name and has neither function nor essence, and so forth.530 

In the Ch'en Period [557-589] the interpretation of the Mala'l1'lll4-
hyamakoJuIrikll was not all the same. Some criticized the meaning of 
the two truths clarified in the days of old by the twenty-three men,"1 
and proposed their own interpretation of the two truths. Some criticized 
others and finally clarified the two truths in terms of four conven­
tionalities 1lQ-ffil ."2 The different interpretations of the present and 
the past each quote scripture and support only one text and do not 
believe the other explanations. 

Now, I do not agree. The different explanations in the SOtras and 
treatises are all good tentative expedient means of the Ththagata. He 
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knows the capacities and desires [of sentient beings] and thus [the ex­
planations] are not the same. 

Briefly, there are three differences [in the kind of preaching under­
taken by the Buddha] called "in accordance with the feelings" [of the 
listener] lliI't)!f; "in accordance with the feelings [of the listener] and 
the wisdom" [of the Buddha] Il.il,t)!f~ ; and "in accordance with the 
wisdom" [of the Buddha] 1l.il~.533 

The preaching in accordance with the feelings [or capacities ofsen­
tient beings] refers to [the teaching of the Buddha which takes into 
account] the fact that the feelings and natures [of sentient beings] are 
not the same, so the explanation which is taught in accordance with 
the feelings is different [for each person]. As it is clarified in the Ab­
hidho.rma-mahii.vib~a Sastra, there are immeasurable varieties of the 
dharma supreme in the world ilt~-7~ [laukikagra-dharma(l?].5M 

It is the same for the real ultimate truth ~!}t . How much more so 
for the others. It is like a blind man following his feelings when pre­
sented with many different [analogies for the whiteness of] milk.535 
The blind man, hearing various explanations, argues about the color 
white. Do they not all refer to [the whiteness of] milk? All the masters 
have failed to understand this meaning. They each are attached to a 
certain text, and present their own opinions and argue. They each 
deny each others [opinions], believing one and not believing another. 
What vigorous bickering! They do not know which side is correct. 

If the explanations of the twenty-three [disputants of the Kuang 
hung ming chi] and those who are able to destroy [other mistaken in­
terpretations] have scriptural support [for their interpretations], these 
are all classified merely as the meaning of the two truths [taught] in 
accordance with the feelings [or capacity of the listener]. Those [whose 
explanation of the two truths] lack any scriptural reference are all 
wrong and are the same as the heretical teachings and should not be 
included in [the classification of the correct interpretations of] the two 
truths. 

[The preaching] in accordance with feelings and wisdom. The two 
truths spoken in accordance with the feelings [ofthe listener] are all 
of the mundane [truth]. If one is awakened concerning the truth of 
reality, this should be called the real [truth]. The real [truth] is only 
one. It is like the five hundred monks who each speak of the origin 
oftheir bodies, and though the origin oftheir bodies is many, the [un­
derlying] true reality is one.536 



238 FOUNDATIONS OF T'IEN-T'AI PHIWSOPHY 

The Mahlipannirvii1JA Siltra says, "That which is perceived in the 
mind of worldly people is called the worldly truth. That which is per­
ceived in the mind oftransworldly people is called the truth of supreme 
meaning" [T. 12, 684c23-25]. To preach in this fashion is equivalent 
to the two truths in accordance with feelings [=samvrtisatya] and wis­
dom [=paramarthasatya]. 

[The preaching] in accordance with wisdom refers to the Noble 
One's awakening concerning reality. This is not a mere perception of 
the real but also a complete [understanding] ofthe mundane. It is like 
an eye which can see visible forms and the sky ~ 537 when a membrane 
is removed. 

Also, it is like one who enters meditation [dhyiina]: when he emer­
ges from his concentration, his mind and body are empty and wide 
like the light clouds which drift across the sky. Already he is not the 
same as those with a distracted mind. How can it be said that one is 
awakened concerning the real but does not have complete [under­
standing] of the mundane? 

In the Abhidharma it says, "If a small cloud arouses an obstacle then 
a large cloud arouses an obstacle. The deeper the [state of] no' out­
flow [of defiled passions], the purer is the worldly wisdom.,,538 There­
fore [the ViSe$acinta-brahmapanprcchii Siltra] says, "Ordinary people are 
active in the world but do not know the marks of the world [as they 
truly are]. The Tathagata lives in the world and clearly understands 
the marks of the world.,,539 This is the two truths in accordance with 
wisdom. 

If one understands these three meanings by referring to the SOtras 
and treatises, [one realizes that] although there are various explana­
tions, each one of the truths contains these three meanings. 

[702c6] Second, if one succinctly considers the meaning, [one can see 
that] the sign of the nature of reality lJ:ii~'I'1 is the real truth, and the 
twelvefold conditioned co-arising of ignorance is the mundane truth. 
This is sufficient for defining its meaning, but the mind of man is 
crude and shallow and does not realize this profound subtlety. Thus 
it is necessary to construct a classification of seven kinds of [under­
standing] the two truths. For each of these "two truths" I propose 
three more types,540 giving a total of twenty-one "two truths." 

If one utilizes the first of the "two truths" he can destroy all mis­
taken sayings and exhaust all attachments, like the fire [at the end] 
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of a kalpa [yug4nta-agni] [burns up everything and] does not leave 
behind even a mustard seed. How much more so [the effectiveness of] 
expounding on all the later truths which are beyond the limitations 
of language and not within the capacity of passionate human emo­
tions to fathom. 

The seven types of two truths are as follows: 
First, "real existence" Jf1f is the mundane, "the extinction of real 

existence" is the real. 
Second, "illusory existence" flJ1f is the mundane, and "identifying 

this illusory existence as empty [of substantial Being]" is the real. 
Third, "illusory existence" is the mundane, and "identifying illusory 

existence as both empty and non-empty" is the real. 
Fourth, "illusory existence" is the mundane, and "the identity of il­

lusory existence with emptiness and non-emptiness, that all dharmas 
are empty and non-empty," is the real. 

Fifth, "illusory existence and the identity of illusory existence with 
emptiness" is all called the mundane, and "neither existence nor empti­
ness" is the real. 

Sixth, "illusory existence and the identity of illusory existence with 
emptiness" is all called the mundane, and "neither existence nor empti­
ness, that all reality is included in "neither existence nor emptiness," 
is the real. 

Seventh, "illusory existence and the identity of illusory existence 
with emptiness" is the mundane, and that "reality includes existence, 
includes emptiness, and includes neither existence nor emptiness," is 
the real. 

First, the two truths as real existence Jf1f refers to the [interpreta­
tion that] all senses, sense organs, and their objects [skandha-ayatana­
dhiitu] are truly real Jfi~ .M! This true reality refers to the multifarious 
and infinite phenomena ofthe universe, therefore it is called the mun­
dane. By cultivating the path through [skillful] expedient means, this 
mundane [existence] is extinguished, and then one attains an en­
counter with the real. 

The Paiicavi1{lJati-siihasrikii-prajiUiparamit4 Satra says, "Emptiness is 
visible form and visible form is emptiness" ~'@.'@.~ .!H2 It is said that 
"emptiness is visible form" because the mundane is extinguished. It 
is said that "visible form is emptiness" because visible form is not real­
ly extinguished. 
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[The Mahiiparinirvii:r.ta SatTa says,] "There is no antidote within a 
disease, "54l1 and there is no wisdom in words. These all refer to this 
meaning. Concerning this [understanding of the two truths], it is also 
interpreted from the perspective of the three meanings of according 
to feelings, according to feelings and wisdom, and according to wis­
dom. This should be known in this way. 

Second, the two truths as the emptiness of illusory existence y.7;ff 
~ is in opposition to the previous interpretation.!i44 The reason is that 
when there is real existence, there is no real [truth]. When existence 
is extinguished, there is no mundane [existence], and the meaning of 
the two truths is not fulfilled. To clarify [the meaning of] "illusory ex­
istence": illusory existence refers to the mundane [truth], and for il­
lusory existence to be unattainable ~t1Jl~ [= empty] refers to the real 
which is identical with the mundane. 

The Paflcavi7pJati-sahasriluI-prajfUipii.TamitiJ. S1ltTa says, "Form is iden­
tical to emptiness and emptiness is identical to form."!i4!i When [it is 
realized that] the marks of emptiness and form are identical, then the 
meaning of the two truths is fulfilled. This is called "the two truths as 
the non-Being of illusory existence" y.7;ff~=~* .546 • 

This [understanding of the two truths] also contains the three mean­
ings of "according to feelings," "according to feelings and wisdom," 
and "according to wisdom." [The content of] "according to wisdom" 
[in this classification of the two truths] is small yet must be dis­
criminated. The reason is that "[preaching] according to wisdom" in 
the [first classification ofthe two truths as] real existence involves il­
luminating the [truly] real !}t , which is not different from the case 
here. [However,] the illumination of the mundane in accordance to 
wisdom is not the same. 

The reason is that those of the Shared [Teaching] are skillful at en­
tering contemplation, and are also very skillful at illuminating the 
mundane. It is like the hundred rivers meeting in the sea: their flavor 
becomes indistinguishable, yet if one returns to the source, the Yangtze 
and Yellow Rivers are different. The mundane [truth] refers to phe­
nomenal reality *i* , and without a doubt it illuminates the differ­
ences.Sot7 The real [truth] refers to true reality !J.i* ,548 which cannot 
be said to be dissimilar :If'1PJ [since reality is One]. Surely the [phe­
nomenal] appearance of those of the Shared Teaching in the conven­
tional world ilifl11 are different for each person.!i49 The meaning should 
be realized here. In the case of the appearance in the conventional 
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world of those of the Tripitaka [Teaching], it should be understood in 
the same way. 

Third, the two truths of illusory existence as both empty and not 
empty ~Tfi~:;r-~.500 [Here the understanding of] the mundane is not 
different from the above. [However, the understanding of] the real is 
of three types and not the same. The one kind of the mundane goes 
with the three kinds of the real and thus establishes three kinds of 
two truths.551 

What are their characteristics? The Paficavi1flJati-sahasrikil-prajfili.­
pdramita Satra clarifies "neither with outflows nor without outflows ... 552 

The first person553 [interprets this phrase from the Pancavi1flJati­
sllhasrikil-prajMparamita Siltra to mean] that "neither with outflows" 
~F?i [of passion] corresponds to the non-mundane, and that "nor 
without outflows" ~F"'?Jifi [of passion] corresponds to having a remain­
der of attachments. The reason is that a practitioner coming in con­
tact with [the state of] no outflows does arouse attachments, as coming 
in contact with extinction arouses passions. By destroying the mind 
of attachment one can return and enter [the state of] no outflow [of 
passions]. This is one of the categories of the two truths. 

N ext, when [some] people554 hear "neither with outflows nor without 
outflows," they say that [true reality is] neither of two extremes and 
propose a distinct middle reality ,*,J'. They identify this reality of the 
middle with the real [truth]. This is one of the categories of the two 
truths. 

Again, [some] people555 hear "neither with outflows nor without out­
flows" and thereupon know that both negations correctly manifest the 
Middle Path, that the activity tJ If) of the Middle Path, Reality itself 
7:R'/f [dharmadhiitu], is great and vast, equal to space, and that all dhar­
mas are "neither with outflows nor without outflows." This also is one 
of the categories of the two truths. 

The Mahiiparinirvar;ta Sutra says, "The ~ravaka merely perceives 
emptiness and does not perceive non-emptiness. The sage perceives 
emptiness and non-emptiness.,,556 This is the meaning [ofthe above]. 
Those of the two vehicles, it is said, become attached to this "empti­
ness" and must destroy this attachment to emptiness. Therefore it is 
called "non-emptiness." If the attachment to emptiness is destroyed, 
then one merely sees emptiness, and does not [yet] see non-emptiness. 
A clever person says that non-emptiness is subtle existence ~::p~, there­
fore it is called non-emptiness. A cleverer clever person hears "non-
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emptiness" and says that it is the tathiigatha-garbha, and that all dhar­
mas are included in the tathiigatha-garbha. In sum, there are three kinds 
of two truths with regard to emptiness and non-emptiness. 

N ext I will make clear these three differences with regard to all 
dharmas being included in [the phrase] "neither with outflows nor 
without outflows." 

The first [type of] person [of the Shared Teaching] hears that all 
dharmas are included in "neither with outflows nor without outflows" 
and says that all dharmas are not separate from emptiness; that 
wherever one goes in the universe of the ten directions, it is all like 
an empty bottle.557 

Also, some people hear [the term] "included in" and know that this 
reality of the Middle [which includes both "extremes"] is necessarily 
aroused through the coming together of all activity. 

Also, some people hear "all is included" [and realize] the identity of 
"neither with outflows" and "nor without outflows" and the integra­
tion of all reality. Therefore it is explained that this one [understanding 
of] mundane [truth as illusory existence] is in turn followed by three 
[understandings of] the real [truth] in opposition to a single [substan­
tial] reality ~4'.4\ ["the emptiness of illusory reality"], in opposition 
to plural realities ~H.I)t [the "reality of the Middle," or "illusory reality 
as both empty and non-empty"], and in opposition to an inconceiv­
able reality !4'~,~,~#l~ ["illusory existence as identical to emptiness 
and non-emptiness"]. Immeasurable forms swirl around and tend 
toward their innate propensities, appearing and disappearing in physi­
cal form. Each and everyone includes the three meanings of "accord­
ing to feelings," "according to feelings and wisdom," and "according 
to wisdom." 

If one is enlightened in accordance with [the Buddha's] wisdom, the 
worldly [truth] is converted in accordance with wisdom. If one's wis­
dom realizes only a one-sided truth 1Miill,r.58 then [the understanding 
of] the two truths by one in the Shared Teachings is fulfilled. If one's 
wisdom realizes the truth of non-emptiness, then [the understanding 
of] the two truths by one who advances from the Shared to the Dis­
tinct Teaching is fulfilled. If one's wisdom realizes the truth that all 
dharmas are included in non-emptiness, then [the understanding of] 
the two truths by one who advances from the Shared to the Perfect 
Teachings is fulfilled. The realization of wisdom by these three [types 
of] people is not the same, and they are also different in the way they 
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are illuminated concerning the mundane. 
Why do three people hear of the two truths in the same way yet 

their understanding is each different? This is because the unique 
prajM-wisdom [of the bodhisattvas l' ;!t~~] is preached also among 
those of the two vehicles, and there are shallow and deep capabilities. 
This is the meaning referred to in the Paftcavi'ql§ati-sahasrikil-prajM­
paramitd Satra where it says, "There are bodhisattvas who, from their 
first aspiration for enlightenment, have an empathy for the wisdom 
of [the emptiness of] all things [saroaftla] . ... There are bodhisattvas 
who, from their first aspiration for enlightenment, enjoy unobstructed 
supranormal powers and purify a Buddha-realm .... There are bod­
hisattvas who, from their first aspiration for enlightenment, immedi­
ately sit on the seat of enlightenment [bodhima~) like a Buddha."559 

Fourth, the mundane as the non-Being of illusory existence, and 
the real as neither Being fl nor non-existence ~.r.&o [In this category] 
Being and non-existence are two, therefore they are the mundane 
[truth]. The Middle Way ofthe non-duality of neither Being nor non­
existence is the real [truth]. Those of the two vehicles hear ofthis real 
and mundane [truth] and none of them can understand; therefore 
they are "as deaf and dumb." 

This is the meaning referred to in the Mahiiparinirollr,ta Satra where 
it says, "I and Maitreya together discussed the worldly truth. The five 
hundred ~ravakas hear this and say that it is the explanation of the 
real truth.,,!i6! This [category] also includes [the three meanings of] 
"according to feelings," "according to feelings and wisdom," and "ac­
cording to wisdom." 

Fifth, the two truths of those advancing from the Distinct to the 
Perfect.!i62 [In this category] the mundane [truth] is the same as in the 
Distinct [Teaching),!i63 but the real truth is different. A person of the 
Distinct teachings says that non-emptiness only is reality and that is 
that. If one wishes to manifest this reality it is necessary to utilize the 
expedient means of conscious practices ~~.564 Therefore it is said 
that all dharmas tend towards @ non-emptiness. The person of the 
Perfect Teaching hears of reality as non-emptiness and thereupon 
knows all Buddha-dharmas completely with nothing left out. There­
fore he says that all reality tends toward non-emptiness. This category 
also contains [the three meanings of] "according to feelings" and so 
forth. 

Sixth, the two truths of the Perfect Teachings.!i65 This is the direct 
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expOSItIon of the two truths which are beyond conceptual under­
standing. The real is identical with the mundane, and the mundane 
is identical with the real. It is like a matli jewel: the jewel itself is 
analogous to the real and its function is analogous to the mundane. 
The function is identical with the jewel, and the jewel is identical with 
its function. It is non-dual yet two; it is merely discriminated into "real" 
and "mundane." 

This [category] also contains [the three meanings of] "according to 
feelings and wisdom," and so forth. This is the meaning referred to 
by Sariputra when he says that "The Buddha, in various and sundry 
conditions, utilizes parables to preach skillfully. His mind is calm like 
the sea. I hear it and my chains of doubt are severed.,,566 

Question: The real and mundane are certainly relative to each other. 
How can it be said that they are not the same ~fP] [or "one"]? 

Answer: This requires the use of a tetralemma: The mundane is dif­
ferentiated and the real is one; the real is differentiated and the mun­
dane is one; the real and mundane are differentiated and relative, or 
the real and mundane are one yet relative, For the Tripitaka and 
Shared Teachings, the real is one but the mundane is differentiated. 
For the two which advance from the Shared to the Distinct [Teach­
ing], the real is differentiated but the mundane is one. For the Dis­
tinct Teaching both the real and mundane are differentiated and 
relative. For those who advance to the Perfect Teaching from the Dis­
tinct, the mundane is one and the real is differentiated. For the Per­
fect Teaching the real and mundane are not differentiated yet are 
relative, not the same yet one. If they are not [realized to be] integrated, 
the real and mundane should temporarily be considered as relative.!;67 

These seven types of the two truths are thus explained in detail 
here. A brief explanation would be that their identity and non-iden­
tity within this world and their identity and non-identity in the trans­
worldly realm correspond to four types of two truths.568 The [under­
standing of the two truths by those who] advance from the Shared to 
Distinct Teaching is a fifth.!;69 The [understanding of the two truths 
by those who] advance from the Shared to Perfect Teaching is a sixth.570 

The [understanding of the two truths by those who] advance from the 
D· . P Ii '"r. h" h 571 Istmct to er ect .leac 109 IS a sevent . 

Question: Why is there no advancement from the Tripitaka Teach­
ings? 

Answer: In the Tripitaka teachings [the two truths are understood 
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as] non-identical within this world. The HInayanist attains enlighten­
ment and is "an arhat who has destroyed his fundamental impurities" 
f.lH&Z± [and thus believes he has no higher goal to attain].572 There­
fore I do not discuss advancement [for those of the Thipitaka Teach­
ing].57s The other six are Mahayana teachings. If one wishes to advance, 
one must learn to leave the past [accomplishments] behind. There­
fore I teach [the doctrine of] "advancement" ~1i . 

Question: If there is no advancement [to a higher level for those of 
the Tripitaka Teaching], is there no encounter it , with the final truth 
and ultimate enlightenment]? 

Answer: The meaning of advancement is different from the mean­
ing of "encounter." When one has not yet encountered [the ultimate 
teaching as revealed in the Lotus S1i.tra], there is no discussion of ad­
vancement [to the more profound Distinct or Perfect Teachings]. 

[703c9] Third, classification into crude and subtle. 

[First,] the two truths of real existence 'ff1f is an incomplete *'=t 
doctrine. It lures people of dull faculties and removes the dung of friv­
olous arguments [prapa11ca].574 The meaning of the two truths is not 
fulfilled, so this doctrine is "crude." 

[Second,], the two truths of [existence] as illusory z] is a complete 
doctrine ?ili* because it is taught for those of sharp faculties. "All three 
people [the gravakas, pratyekabuddhas, and bodhisattvas] attain the 
true marks of reality."m This is "subtle" compared to the previous 
[understanding of the two truths]. It is crude compared to the follow­
ing [understandings of the two truths] in the sense that all are the 
same in perceiving [reality as] "merely emptiness." 

[Third,] those who enter the Shared Teachings through the Distinct 
Teachings are able to perceive non-emptiness; this is "subtle." Its teach­
ing is not integrated with regard to reality; therefore it is "crude." 

[Fourth, the understanding of the two truths by] those who realize 
the Shared Teachings by means of the Perfect Teachings is "subtle." 
This subtlety is not different from what follows, but it is "crude" in 
that it includes the skillful means of the Shared Teachings. 

[Fifth,] the two truths of the Distinct Teachings does not include 
the skillful means of the Shared Teachings. In that sense it is "subtle." 
Its teaching with regard to reality is not integrated, therefore in that 
sense it is "crude." 

[Sixth, the understanding of the two truths by] those who realize 
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the Distinct Teachings by means of the Perfect Teachings is "subtle" 
in that reality is integrated, but "crude" in that it includes the skillful 
means of the Distinct Teachings. 

[Seventh,] the two truths of only the Perfect Teachings is direct 
[reality as it is] and the supreme way, therefore it is "subtle." 

[703cl9] Next, to classify into crude and subtle from the perspective 
of "in accordance with feelings and/or wisdom." 

First, in terms of the TIipitaka Teachings, one first hears the two 
truths in accordance with feelings. One becomes attached to the true 
words 1ifiif! and makes them false, thus arousing a [mistaken] view 
concerning language. Therefore this cyclic existence of life and death 
continues and a suitable atmosphere for [cultivating] the Buddha­
dharma is lacking. If one is able to assiduously cultivate mindfulness576 

and arouse the four good roots,577 then at that time the two truths in 
accordance with feelings are all called "mundane." The two truths 
which are illumined through the attainment of no outflow [of pas­
sions] are all called "real." The real and the mundane [truths] which 
are illumined by the wisdom of no outflows [ of passion] of those who 
have attained the four fruits [of the !rotilpanna, sakrdligamin, anagamin, 
and arhat]578 are all called the two truths which are "in accordance 
with wisdom." Those in accordance with feelings are crude, those in 
accordance with wisdom are subtle. 

It is like when milk first turns into cream. After the attainment of 
cream, the mind has the essence of faith af~ and one has no obstruc­
tion to leaving or appearing in [this world]. Therefore upon realizing 
[the distinction in teachings] "according to feelings," "according to 
feelings and wisdom," and "according to wisdom," the Shared Teach­
ings, advancing from the Shared to the Distinct, and advancing from 
the Shared to the Perfect are taught. This leads people to be ashamed 
ofthe small [Hlnayana], seek the great [Mahayana], regret one's limited 
capacity J&fJ ,579 and thirst after the superior vehicle. This is like when 
cream turns into curds. When the mind gradually advances in the 
Shared [Teaching], then the [distinctions are made] "according to feel­
ings, according to feelings and wisdom, and according to wisdom," 
and the Distinct Teachings and the advancing from the Distinct to the 
Perfect is taught, the unique prajiia-wisdom [of the bodhisattvas] is 
clarified, and one is "ordered to perform the household duties, free­
ly handle the gold, silver, and precious treasures, and comes to know 
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[the father's business].,,580 When one comes to know this, it is like when 
curds turn into butter. After a long exposure to the Dharma of all 
Buddhas, the real truth581 should be explained, i.e. the perfect two 
truths "according to feelings, according to feelings and wisdom, and 
according to wisdom." This is like when butter turns to ghee. These 
are the six kinds of two truths which are used to prepare and mature 
sentient bein~s. 

Separately 2 there are the [first preparatory] four flavors; therefore 
they are crude. The one flavor of ghee is subtle. 

[704a6] Next I will classify [these categories] into crude and subtle all 
together [as in a bundle]. The first two teachings [Tripitaka and 
Shared], though they contain the aspect of "according to wisdom," 
specialize in "according to feelings." Since they teach with words in 
accordance with the minds of others 1-t!!Jl~R , they are called "crude." 
As for "advancing from the Shared to the Distinct," though this con­
tains the aspect of "according to feelings," it specializes in mixing "ac­
cording to feelings and wisdom" and teaching both with words in 
accordance with the mind of others and [the Buddha's] own. There­
fore it is both crude and subtle. The perfect two truths, though it has 
the aspect of "[preaching] according to feelings," and so forth, spe­
cializes in "[preaching] according to wisdom" and teaches words in ac­
cordance with [the Buddha's] own mind § !l~R. Therefore it is subtle. 

Question: if the first two [types of] two truths specialize in "[preach­
ing] according to feelings," then they should not be considered an in­
sight into truth 5t!.~* nor an attainment of the Path. 

Answer: Since it is not an attainment of the Middle Path it is called 
"[preaching] in accordance with feelings." The Buddha Tathagatas do 
not preach the dharma in vain. Though it is not the supreme siddhanta 
of the Middle Path it is not lacking in the benefits of the other three 
siddhiinta.583 Generally speaking these are all classified as belonging to 
"according to feeling" and thus are crude. 

If one traces the seven types of two truths according to the teach­
ings of five flavors, the milk teachings have the three types of two 
truths of the Distinct, the advancing from the Distinct to the Perfect, 
and the Perfect; two are crude and one is subtle. The cream teaching 
has only the two truths of real existence, and is merely crude. The 
curds teachings include all seven types of two truths; six are crude 
and one is subtle. The butter teachings includes six types; five are 
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crude and one is subtle. The Lotus SatTa [i.e. the ghee teaching] only 
includes the one perfect two truths and not the six [expedient] means; 
it is only subtle and not crude. It has "subtle" in its title, and that cap­
tures its meaning.584 

This is a relative classification into crude and subtle. 

[704a20] The Thth:igatas of past, present, and future intrinsically lead 
sentient beings to be exposed to the Buddha's knowledge and insight 
and attain the patience which comes from [realizing the truth of] non­
arising. [The Buddha] appears in this world through the conditioned 
co-arising of his great deeds *_ . 

The Saddharmapu1)do:rika SatTa UpadeJa says, "The meaning of the 
lotus blossom arising out of the water cannot be exhausted. Those of 
the HInayana are detached from the muddy and defiled waters [of 
secular life]. Therefore the Thth:igata enters into and sits among the 
great crowd of people. It is like all bodhisattvas who sit on lotus flowers 
[in the pure land] and listen to the preaching of the unsurpassed pure 
wisdom.,,585 They never sit on the leaves ofthe lotus. Thus all ofthese 
bodhisattvas hear the preaching of the one perfect way, are enlightened 
concerning the one perfect result [of Buddhahood], dwell in the realm 
of the [lotus] flower-king ~n:w , and like the Buddha Vairocana sit 
on the Lotus Blossom Throne [of enlightenment] j1 ••. This is the 
intention of the Buddha. 

[Bodhisattvas of good faculties] already enter the Lotus Throne 
when they first see the [Buddha] body and first hear the one truth 
-J{ .5M The Sudden Teaching is exposed gradually for the sake of 
those who have not yet entered [the Lotus Throne of enlightenment]. 
Various skillful means assist in manifesting the supreme meaning to 
explain all of [the understandings of] the two truths, at times as one, 
at times as many, at times as beyond conceptual thought. [The methods 
and teachings are] various and not the same, but they are all skillful 
means for the sake of attaining the Lotus Throne. The Tathagata is 
eternally quiescent yet his transformations fill the universe. Truly he 
does not discriminate, such as first [deliberately] planning and then 
taking action, in working to save others. With his innate powers of 
goodness and compassion ~fHR:h ,[the Buddha spontaneously] leads 
all sentient beings to enter [the Lotus Throne of enlightenment]. 

Some person has said that from the very first [sermons in the] Deer 
Park, are all inducements to the [ultimate teaching ofthe] Lotus SatTa. 
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These words are not acceptable. There is a limited period lli 587 of ex­
planation because all [the sermons] since the sermon on the seat of 
enlightenment [the Avata7flSaka Satra] are inducements to [the meso 
sage of] the Lotus SiUra. Therefore as light illumines other lands, the 
Buddhas of the present all [preach] the sudden [teachings] and ex­
pose [its meaning] gradually. 

Mafiju~rI follows previous Buddhas also by utilizing the sudden 
[Teaching] and exposing it gradually. Alas, this [forty-five year period 
of Sakyamuni's life] is a very limited period of inducements [to the 
Lotus Satra]. 

[The Buddha] has performed the skillful means of the Lotus SiUra 
for the sake of sentient beings since the time of Mahabhijfiajfia­
nabhibhO *)i~Ow .588 It should be known that it [the inducements 
to the Lotus Satra] is not limited to [the Buddha's] approaching and 
taking the seat of enlightenment [and preaching the Avata7flSaka Satra]. 
Even this is a limited period. 

[The Buddha] has performed the skillful means of the Lotus Throne 
for the sake of sentient beings since the time of his original attain­
ment of Buddhahood *)jxf~ .589 Even this is a limited period. [The 
Buddha] has performed the skillful means of the Lotus Throne for 
the sake of sentient beings since the time of his original practices on 
the bodhisattva Path [even before attaining Buddhahood]. The text 
[of the Lotus Satra] says, "I originally made a vow that I would univer­
sally lead all sentient beings to attain this same path."590 Thus should 
it be known. The inducements [to the message ofthe Lotus S1ltra] are 
certainly not limited to the present. 

Those who are originally transformed and have entered the Lotus 
Throne are one extreme. Those who have not yet entered are, like 
the skillful means [to lead them to enter Buddhahood], without end. 
Those in the middle are also like this. Some [enter] by means of [the 
teachings of] the Avata7flSaka S1ltra, the Vaipulya, or the Praftiiiptiramittl 
Satras; others enter the Lotus Throne by advancing from the Shared 
to the Distinct, from the shared to the Perfect, from the Distinct to 
the Perfect, and so forth. These are no different from the original en­
tering [of the Lotus Throne by the Buddha]. These are the other ex­
treme. Those who have not yet entered [the Lotus Throne] should 
"brew" the four flavors [from milk to butter] and then all will achieve 
[the ghee of] entrance to the Lotus Throne by means of this Lotus 
Satra. 
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All teachings, whether they contain three flavors or two flavors or 
one flavor or arouse all [flavors], resolve the crude and lead to the 
subtle; all enter the Lotus Throne. In the 'Itipi!:aka [Teaching] the 
result is preserved,59! that which is difficult to destroy is destroyed, 
that which is difficult to expose is exposed. How can it be said that it 
is easy to destroy and easy to expose? It is an entrance to the Lotus 
Throne which is completely in accordance with the feelings [of sen­
tient beings], relies on the basis fJJ* , and manifests the real [truth] 
of this doctrine 1ifir~ . 

The text [of the Lotus SatTa] says, "The seven-jeweled great vehicles, 
whose number was immeasurable, was presented to each of all the 
sons.,,592 This refers to exposing the conventional and manifesting the 
real. All of the crude [teachings] are [ultimately] subtle, the absolute 
subtlety @1~~:9. 

If it is as I have explained above, the Lotus Sutra embraces all the 
Sutras, and phenomenal reality is ultimately explained here. This is 
the original intention of the Buddha in appearing in this world, the 
significance t~tw of all dharma-teachings. People do not perceive this 
reality, but [perceive] the conditioned co-arising of phenomenal marks 
IZ9tt:fH§ . They become haughty, and if they do not cease, their ton­
gues will rot in their mouths.OO3 If they realize this essence, they will 
profoundly perceive the seven types and twenty-one types [of two 
truths]. 

There are immeasurable doctrines, with vast and far-reaching mean­
ing. Further, they are mutually interrelated, from the shallow to the 
profound, some apparent and some hidden. The horizontal [identities] 
are all included and the vertical [grades of teaching and practice] are 
culminated. They are all consummated twit in the Lotus SatTa. The 
Buddhas of old, the twenty-thousand [named Sun and Moon] Glow 
MIlJH~ ,594 Kasyapa, and so forth, constructed teachings, and the sub­
tle was here culminated. 

A certain Sutra595 says, "In the future Maitreya will attain culmina­
tion of the subtle. Sakyamuni is the same in the past, present, and fu­
ture; he also attained culmination of the subtle." The MahiipariniroatJ,a 
SatTa [says], "a ransom to pay robbers.,,596 One can only open one's 
palms tJf~ and receive it. 

Contemplating the essence of subtlety, [one realizes that] it is vast, 
grand, and contains that which is hidden *H1Q Ii . This meaning 
should become clear upon close scrutiny. This ultimate reality :k~ 597 
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is not something which can be understood with limited [and passionate] 
human feelings. 

The Mahayana saflllfTaha clarifies the meaning of the ten superior 
marks -tMH§ [of the Buddha],598 all of which are extremely profound, 
and made [the scholars of] the DoJabhumika Sutra Sastra revise the gist 
.t:t!?~~Ifl* [of their interpretations].599 

Now, I suggest that compared to the ten subtleties, this [teaching 
ofthe ten superior marks] is inadequate 1fjiJf~ .600 Furthermore, com­
pared to the "subtlety of reality" Jm~j) , the "superior mark [of the 
Buddha] as the basis" merely clarifies conditioned co-arising which is 
beyond conceptual understanding.6OJ Attachments are destroyed 
through the tetralemma. How can one take [and become attached to] 
the illaya and amala [vijMna] as the basis [ofreality]? 

The conventional construction of the four siddhiinta do not estab­
lish merely the first phrase [of the tetralemma] that ignorance arises 
from an outside cause.602 This interpretation [of the Mahayana saT{lt­
graha] merely clarifies the teaching of a single way, and does not per­
ceive the unity of all the Siitras which are sudden or gradual [teachings] 
for the sake of sentient beings, sometimes in terms of teachings and 
sometimes in terms of practice, sometimes in accordance with feelings 
and sometimes in accordance with wisdom, vast in its inclusion of the 
Buddha's transformations, and profoundly inclusive of [all the Bud­
dha's teachings] from beginning to end. This one category of condi­
tioned co-arising is more vast than this [Mahayana sa7[tgraha teaching 
of the] "basis." 

In addition we have utilized the four types of the four truths, the 
seven types of two truths, the five types of threefold truth, the one 
truth, and so forth. This [teaching of the Mahayana sa7[tgraha] cannot 
measure up in comparison. It is inadequate even compared to the ten 
subtleties of the [phenomenal] traces ~~ . The ten subtleties of the 
basis "* are not found even in the multitude of Siitras; how can it be 
in this treatise? 

Also, the ten subtleties of contemplating the mind 1I..c.' deal with 
attaining the practical function of one's practice, and is not like a poor 
man counting his master's treasure.6OS It should be known that the 
doctrine of the ten subtleties is like fish scales which overlap and cover 
[the whole fish], and should be called superior. The great Indian 
treatise in not in the same class. Why should the Chinese masters 
trouble to discuss it? This is not an idle boast, but is just the way things 
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are ~f!j~ . I think that people should perceive this on their own and 
not wait for the useless expenditure of words If •. 

THE THREEFOLD TRUTH 

[704cl6] Fifth, the clarification of the threefold truth. Many Satras 
contain the meaning [ofthe threefold truth] in detail, but the terms 
come from the Ying lo ching and the Jht wang ching, i.e., the truth of 
existence 1iYr4 • the truth of non-Being ~Yr4 • -and the supreme truth 
of the Middle Way tpiK~-.Yr4 .604 This [Lotus Satra] also contains 
this meaning. [The chapter on] the life-span [of the Ththllgata] says. 
"neither like nor different" ~F~Il~F~.605 This refers to the Middle Way. 
"Alike" refers to the real [truth] and "different" to the mundane [truth]. 

Question: If this Satra does not contain the names ofthe four types 
of conditioned co-arising and s6 forth, how can it contain its mean­
ing? 

Answer: The terms "five stages" [of defilement] 11.1:1: and "two kinds 
of death" do appear in the SrimaliidevJ Sutra,f«> but the Mahilparini1V41)a 
SUtra does not utilize their meaning. One cannot destroy ignorance 
without utilizing [the categories of] the five stages. There is no eter­
nal abiding [in Buddhahood] without the two kinds of death. Also, the 
names of the threefold Buddha[body] appears in the La'ilJclivatilra 
Satra.&07 but the other SOtras do not contain this meaning ofthe three 
Buddha [bodies]. All Stitras are expositions of the Buddha. Though 
their terms are not the same, their [ultimate] meaning should not be 
narrowly interpreted S! .6{)8 

Now I will clarify the threefold truth in three parts: clarification of 
the threefold truth. classification into crude and subtle, and exposing 
the crude and manifesting the subtle. 

[704c26] The two truths of the first two [understandings of the two 
truths] is rejected because they do not clarify the Middle Path. The 
other five types of two truths do discuss the Middle Path. Therefore 
there are five types of the threefold truth. 

[First] With respect to those who enter the Distinct from the Shared 
[Teaching]. the meaning of the threefold truth is fulfilled by combin­
ing "neither with outflow [of passions]" and "nor without outflow [of 
passions]." "With outflow" refers to the mundane and "without out­
flow" refers to the real. "Neither with outflows nor without outflows" 
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refers to the Middle. In these teachings the Middle is discussed mere­
ly as different from emptiness and stops there. The Middle has no 
active function :r;JJ m and does not include all dharmas. 

[Second] The threefold truth of those who enter the Perfect from 
the Shared is not different in [its interpretation of] the two truths from 
the previous one. It is different from the previous [understanding of] 
the Middle, in the sense that "neither with outflows" and "nor without 
outflows" are combined and include all dharmas. 

[Third] The threefold truth of the Distinct [Teaching] exposes the 
mundane as both truths and posits the Middle in opposition to the 
real. However, it stops with the reality of the Middle. 

[Fourth] The threefold truth of those who enter the Perfect from 
the Distinct is not different from the previous one in its interpreta­
tion of the two truths. It combines the real and the Middle as being 
included in the Buddha Dharma. 

[Fifth] The perfect threefold truth is that it is not only the Middle 
Path which completely includes the Buddha Dharma, but also the real 
and the mundane [truths]. This threefold truth is perfectly integrated; 
one-in-three and three-in-one. This is explained in the Mo Iw chih 
kuan.609 

[705a7] [The understanding ofthe threefold truth by] those who enter 
the Perfect and the Distinct from the Shared includes the expedient 
means of the Shared [teachings], therefore it is crude. [The under­
standing ofthe threefold truth by those of] the Distinct Teaching does 
not include [the expedient means of] the Shared, so it is subtle. That 
of those who enter the Perfect from the Distinct includes the expedient 
means of the Distinct Teaching, therefore it is crude. [The under­
standing of the threefold truth in] the Perfect Teaching does not in­
clude expedient means, so it is subtle. 

In reference to the teachings as five flavors, the milk teachings ex­
plain three kinds of the threefold truth, two of which are crude and 
one subtle. The cream teachings have only crude and no subtle [teach­
ings]. The curds and butter teachings include all five types of threefold 
truth, four of which are crude and one subtle. This Lotus Satra has 
only one type of threefold truth, that of relative subtlety f13f~~j) . 

[705a13] Resolving the previous crude [teachings], one realizes the 
one subtle threefold truth. It is incomparable. It is absolute subtlety 
~.f~~j) . 
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THE ONE TRUTH 

[705a14] The Mahapariniroil1J.(], SiUra says that that which is called the 
two truths is in reality one truth. It is called two as an expedient 
means.6lO It is like a drunk man who has not yet vomited [and regained 
his sobriety] sees the sun and moon spinning around and says that 
there is a sun which is spinning around and a sun which is not spin­
ning around.611 A sober person perceives only that which is not spin­
ning and does not see the spinning. To say there are two [modes of] 
spinning is crude; the lack of spinning is subtle.612 Those of the 
nipi~aka all belong to the duality of spinning, like a drunk person. 
All Mah1yana SOtras include the two [modes of] spinning and explain 
the one [truth] of the lack of spinning. This Lotus SiUra "directly rejects 
expedient means and only expounds the supreme way. ,,61l1 The lack 
of spinning is the one reality ---'--W , therefore it is subtle. 

In the Bodhisattva-bh1lmt-614. the clarification of the meaning of the 
marks of the stages tiM!'! corresponds to the explanation of the dhar­
ma of "resemblance in outer appearances" f!'!{J2l.. 615 The clarification 
of the meaning of the reality of the stages !il!. corresponds to the ex­
planation of the real dharma ~.¥* .616 Also, the expedient means of 
doctrine clarifies the meaning [of the Buddha Dharma] in terms of 
the path of teaching ~~ , and to expound the dharma of the con­
tent of enlightenment is to clarify the meaning of the path of en­
lightenment.617 I will now borrow and utilize these [categories]. 

The Dharma of all the Buddhas, after a long time, should explain 
the real truth, that is, the meaning of the "reality of the stages" !il! •. 
The dharma of that attained on the Seat of Enlightenment is the 
meaning ofthat which is clarified in the "path of enlightenment" ~iJA. 
Therefore it is subtle.618 If one becomes attached to this reality, words 
concerning reality W~g become empty words J;lff~g . Since a [mistaken] 
verbal view arises, it is called "crude." For it to be integrated and in­
terpenetrating iIIjM and without attachment; this is called "subtle." 

Exposing the crude and manifesting the subtle should be under­
stood [as explained above]. 

"NO-TRUTH" 

[705a25] To say that "all truth cannot be explained" means that all 
dharmas are inherently, naturally, and eternally quiescent. How can 
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reality ["all truth"] be in disorder and obstructed?619 The one truth is 
[actually] no [truth]; all truth is at rest. Each and every [truth] is [ul­
timately] inexpressible. 

To not explain it is crude; [for truth itself] to be inexpressible is sub­
tle. For the inexpressibility [of the truth] to be inexpressible is subtle. 
This subtlety is also subtle, because this is the limit of verbal express­
ion. If one consistently applies this inexpressibility, then the arising 
of arising is inexpressible, and the non-arising of non-arising is inex­
pressible.620 The first inexpressibility is crude; the inexpressibility of 
the non-arising of non-arising is subtle. If the crude is different from 
the subtle, this is relative and not integrated. The crude and subtle 
are non-dual; this is the absolute subtlety.621 

With regard to the teachings of five flavors, the milk teaching is one 
part crude no-truth, and one part subtle no-truth. The cream teach­
ing is one part crude no-truth. The curds teaching is three parts crude 
no-truth, and one part subtle no-truth. The butter teaching is two 
parts crude no-truth, and one part subtle no-truth. This Lotus SatTa 
is only the one subtle no-truth. 

The exposing of the crude is as above. 

Question: Why do you discuss [the concept of] no-truth in both 
Hinayana and Mahayana? 

Answer: The Ta chih tu lun says, "I am not criticizing the nirv4'f.UJ at­
tained in the mind of the sage, but the attachment to nirva'f.UJ among 
those who have not yet attained [enlightenment] which gives rise to 
vain speculation fPrapaiica]. "622 It is like arousing attachments when 
coming in contact with [the concept of] non-Being [and mistaking it 
for nothingness]. Therefore one destroys [the notion of one truth] by 
saying "no-truth." 

Question: If this is so, then one should criticize both the attainment 
and non-attainment of the Hlnayanist, and one should criticize both 
the attainment and non-attainment of the Mahayanist. 

Answer: This is not the case. Those of the HInayana have distinct 
delusions }J1j~ which should be removed and a distinct reality which 
they should manifest. Therefore though it is said that they have at­
tainment, this should be criticized. The Middle Path is not like this. 
Why then should its attainmem be criticized? 

Question: If so, then the Middle Path alone should be the one real 
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truth -lfMi , and should not be called "no-truth." 
Answer: It is necessary to say "no-truth" for the sake of those who 

have not fulfilled attainment, and in their attachments give rise to 
delusion. For those who have real attainment. there is [a positive truth]; 
for those [lost] in vain speculation. there is none.625 
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7IfE For a discussion of the dates of Kumarajiva see Robinson, 244-
247, note l. 

2. For a list of works attributed to Kumarajiva see Bagchi, Le canon boud­
dhique en Chine: Les traducteurs et les traductions, Paris: Librairie Orien­
taliste Paul Geuthner, 1927, 185-200. See also Mochizuki's BuJrJr.yii 
daijiten, Kyoto: Sekai Seiten Kanko Kyokai, 1957,715-717. 

3. Robinson, Early Miidhyamika, 190. 
4. Robinson, Early Miidhyamika, 192. 
5. Robinson, Early Miidhyamilr.a, 189. 
6. Ta chih tu lun: "Sravakas attain the path through the four noble truths. 

Bodhisattvas enter the path through the one truth. The Buddha de­
clares that these four truths are all one truth. Since they are discrimi­
nated, it is said to be four, but actually the four truths, the two vehicles, 
wisdom, and severance, are all included in one truth" (T. 25, 662b). 

7. Robinson, Early Miidhyamilr.a, 193. 
8. Robinson, Early Miidhyamika, 94. 
9. See Lamotte, tr., Le traitl de la grande verlu de sagesse, Vol. I, 56-114. I 

have followed Lamotte in supplying the Sanskrit for some of the terms 
in places where Lamotte's translation is available. In quoting the Ta 
chih tu lun I give the T. page rather than Lamotte's because Lamotte's 
translation covers only the first third of the Ta chih tu lun and I have 
quoted many passages which are not available in Lamotte's translation. 



NOTES TO PAGES 22-JJ 263 

Also, each page of Lamotte's translation shows the T. page of its con­
tent, so those passages I have quoted which are available in Lamotte 
can easily be found for cross-reference. Nevertheless it goes without 
saying that I am greatly indebted to Lamotte for his clear translation, 
his notes, and Sanskrit terms for the first third of the Ta chih tu lun. 

10. Lamotte identifies this Satra as a part of the Sa'lf'yuttanikilya. See 67, 
note 2. 

11. See MiU(J/ITuulhyamakakO/riJca: T. 30, 18c7-8; Sprung: Lucid, 149; Streng: 
Emptiness, 198. These editions contain only the first of these three ver­
ses and then continue with the verse "The conqueror [Buddha] declares 
that 'emptiness' is the refutation of all views, but those who hold 'em­
ptiness' as a view are declared to be incurable" [T. 30, 18c16-17]. The 
Ta chih tu lun continues with two verses not found in the above editions 
of the MiUamadhyamakaJcarikil. Lamotte speculates that it is possible that 
Kumarajiva had access to an augmented edition of the MiUamadhyama­
Wilrikil. See Lamotte, 69, note 1. 

12. The Sanskrit term siddhiinta is based on the rootsidh which means "ac­
complished" or "fulfilled." Monier-Williams defines siddhiinta as "estab­
lished end, final end or aim or purpose, demonstrated conclusion of an 
argument, settled opinion or doctrine, dogma, axiom, received or ad­
mitted truth . . . any fixed or established or canonical text-book or 
received scientific treatise on any subject ... a particular class of Bud­
dhist and Jaina works." A Sanskrit-English Dictionary, Oxford: Claren­
don Press, 1899, 1216. 

13. Lamotte, 27, note 1. 
14. For various sources see Lamotte, 29, note 1. 
15. Source not clear: see Lamotte, 32, note 1. 
16. Identified as part of the Sa'lf'yuttanikilya: see Lamotte, 32, note 2. 
17. Lamotte identifies this passage with T. 4, No. 198 f4J;~*Ji!t!, 174-188: 

see 39, note 2. I was unable to locate a passage in this Satra which cor­
responded to these verses, although the verses on 179c17ff, are vague­
ly similar. 

18. See Murti: Central, 98-100. 
19. Source unknown. See Lamotte, 46, note 1. 
20. See chapter 1; also Sprung: Lucid, 230-232. 
21. A disproportionate amount of material concerning Seng-chao is already 

available in Western languages. Translations and analysis ofSeng-chao's 
work are available in Walter Liebenthal, Chao Lun, The Tteatises of Seng­
chao, (second revised edition), Hong Kong: Hong Kong University 
Press, 1968; Tsukamoto Zenryii, (ed.),Joron kenkyil, Kyoto: Hozokan, 
1955; Robinson, Early Miidhyamika, 123ff.; Chan Wing-tsit, A Source 
Book in Chinese Philosophy, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1969, 
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343ff.; and Fung Yu-lan, (Derk Bodde, tr.) History of Chinese Philosphy, 
Vol. 2, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1973, 258ff. 

22. For a discussion of the dates of Seng-chao see Robinson, 123, andJOron 
ltenkya, 121. 

23. For details on the life of Seng-chao see Liebenthal, 3-9; Robinson, 
123ff.; Fung, 258-260. 

24. The meaning of this title is vague, and has been variously translated 
as "Emptiness of the Non-Absolute" (Robinson), "Emptiness of the Un­
real" (Bokke, Chan), and "mnyattl does not mean that '(things) are just 
nothing' .. (Liebenthal). Liebenthal takes!l;~ as a compound and ex­
plains his rationale for translating the title in this way on 61-62, note 
222. The other translations of the title obviously take 1'. as a com­
pound modified by mnyattl. The content of the treatise is a discussion 
of mnyattl and the two truths in terms of yu and wu with the conclusion 
that the real truth is neither substantial Being nor nothingness. The 
title can thus be understood, as Liebenthal does, as saying that the 
meaning of sunyata does not mean to imply that phenomena are com­
pletely inexistent, or nothingness. Since the treatise is an analysis of 
what it means for phenomena to be described as "empty," the other 
translations are also valid if "the Non-Absolute" and "the Unreal" are 
understood as referring to phenomena. 

25. Not much is known about these early discussions and it is misleading 
to call them "schools," for there is no evidence that they represent a 
long term tradition or institutionalized scholarship. They are discussed 
in more detail in Chi-tsang's Chung kuan lun shu, a commentary on the 
MiUamadhyamaltaltii:rilul [T. 42, No. 1824, 29a-<:], and in a commentary 
on Chi-tsang's work by the Japanese monk Anchoncli" (763-814; T. 65, 
92b-96c). This subject is discussed in more detail in chapter 7 on Chi­
tsang and the Sanlun school, since their interpretation of these trends 
is inevitably colored by their later perspective. For details see Lieben­
thal, 131-150; Fung, 243-258; Whalen Lai, "Further Developments of 
the Two Truths Theory in China," Philosophy East and West, 30/2 (1980), 
139-162; Leon Hurvitz, "The First Systemizations of Buddhist Thought 
in China" Journal of Chinese Philosophy, 2 (1975), 361-388; Chan: Source 
Book, 336--342; and Robinson: Early Madhyamilta, 162-173. 

26. Ta chih tu lun, T. 25, 105a7? See Liebenthal, 57, note 193. 
27. MiUamadhyamakaJriiriltii, T. 30, 7c16? 
28. Liebenthal, 57,· note 197. 
29. Robinson, Early Madhyamilta, 224. 
30. See Fukushima KOsai, "RyOdai nitai shiso no tokushitsu: Sojo no nitaisetsu 

to no kanren ni tsuite," BukkyOgaku Seminar, No.2, Oct. 1965,47. 
31. See also the translation in the above section on the Ta chih tu lun. 
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32. See Fung, Vol. 2, chapters 5 and 6, 186f[ 

NOTES TO CHAPTER THREE 

1. See Saw Tetsuei, Tendai Daishi no Unlt.yil, Kyoto: Hya'ka-en, 1961,684-
712, and Zoltu Tendai Daishi no Unlt.yil, Kyoto: Hya'ka-en, 1981,72-112. 
Sato's life work was devoted to the study of Chih-i, and he was partic­
ularly interested in the threefold truth concept and its relation with 
the two truths. 

2. The full name of this text is the Fo shuo jin wang po jo P'o Lo mi ching 
$~1=.:E~\tffiltl!*~~, T. 8, No. 245, 824-834, translation attributed to 
Kumarajiva. There is a second version, the lin wang hu Ituo po jo P'o 10 
mi to ching1=.:E~Iil~\tffilt&*fJll:, T. 8, No. 246,834-845, translation at­
tributed to Amoghavajra (704-774), but both of these versions are con­
sidered by Saw to be apocryphal Chinese compositions. 

3. The full name of this text is P'u sa ying 10 pin yeh ching :t&'iiiJfI~*~U!, 
T. 24, No. 1485, 1010-1023, translation attributed to Chu Fo-nien ~f4!;~ 
(Buddhasmrti?, c. A.D. 376). 

4. Nakamura Hajime, "ChUdii to ltiiJr.en," 147. 
5. Sato: Zoltu, 114-118, 124-126. 
6. There are two extant Chinese translations of this text. The San fa tu 

Lun -=-itl.f~~, T. 25, No. 1506, 15-30, translated in A.D. 391 by Gautama 
Sarpghadeva (? fif1JlJ11H~), and the Ssu i han mu ch'ao chieh ll9~jjJj~.¥jI~~, 
T. 25, No. 1505, 1-15, translated in A.D. 382 by Kumarasor:ta(? ~. 
&f4I;11!W ). For details see BusshO ltaisetsu daijiten Vol. 4, 109-110 and 
168-169. See also "The Literature of the Pudgalavadins," by Thich 
Thien Chau,lournaL of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, 
Vol. 7,No. I, 1984,7-16. 

7. The closest I could find was a passage in the CoUection of Miscellaneous 
Agamas, No. 335, T. 2, 92cl2-26, which is called "The Sutra on the 
supreme meaning of emptiness." This short work contains the follow­
ing statement: 

When there is visual perception, there is nothing which comes. 
When there is extinction [of the visual image?] there is nothing 
which goes. In this way visual perception is n<?~ real [i.e. there 
is no substantial entity which is visually perceived?] yet it arises, 
and after it arises it is extinguished. There is karmic retribution 
but no one who does the action. After this sltandha is extin­
guished, a different sltandha continues. Thus the common inter­
pretation [of the world f~J.tit , sa1]lketa] is removed. Hearing, 
smelling, tasting, touching, and consciousness [the other five 
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skandha] are also explained in this way, and thus the common 
interpretation [of the world] is removed. "The common inter­
pretation [of the world)" refers to [the idea that] "this exists, 
therefore that exists; this arises, therefore that arises" 

[T. 2, 92c16-21]. 
8. For the original Sanskrit see Unrai Wogihara, (ed.), Bodhisattva-bhUmi, 

Tokyo: SOgokenkyiikai, 1930-1936, 292-293. 
9. Sugaramegha's commentary to the Bodhisattva-bhumi preserved in the 

Tibetan canon contains this explanation: "'True marks' (~a1Ja-satya) 
refers to (perceiving) the individual and general characteristics (sva­
siimiinya-~a1J4) of all dharmas as without substantial Being and non­
arising. 'True words' (viiksatya) refers to correct language which is not 
deceitful. 'True activity' refers to doing what one says he will do, i.e. 
action in accordance with one's words." See the Tibetan Tripitaka, Derge 
edition, Tokyo: Sekai Seiten Kankokai, Vol. 11, No. 4047, Yi, 248a6-
M. My thanks to Hakamaya Noriaki for pointing out and explaining 
this Tibetan commentary to me. 

10. See Hayashiya Tomojiro, Kyoroku kenkyil, Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 1940; 
Makita Tairyo, ChUgoku BukkyO ni okeru gikyo kenkyil josetsu (An intro­
duction to the study of apocryphal Sutras in Chinese Buddhism, main­
lyon the Tun-huang manuscripts), TohO Oakuho No. 35, Kyoto, March 
1964, 337-397,and Gikyokenkyil, Kyoto: Kyoto DaigakuJinbun Kagaku 
Kenkyujo, 1976; and Mochizuki Shinko, Bukkyo kyoten seiritsu-shi ron, 
Kyoto: Hozokan, 1946. 

11. For an English translation and discussion as to its origin, see Hakeda 
Yoshito, The Awakening of Faith, New York: Columbia University Press, 
1967; and Whalen Lai's work such as "A Clue to the Authorship of the 
Awakening of Faith: §ik~nanda's' Redaction of the Word Nien," Journal 
of the International Association of Buddhist Studies 3/1, 1980, 42-59, and 
.. 'Hu-jan Nien-ch'i' (Suddenly a Thought Arose): Chinese Understand­
ing of Mind and Consciousness," Journal of the International Association 
of Buddhist Studies 3/2, 1980, 42-59. 

12. For details see Mochizuki Shinko, Bukkyo kyoten, 299ff. 
13. For an outline of these catalogues in English see Okabe Kazuo, "The 

Chinese Catalogues of The Buddhist Scriptures," KomaULwa Daigaku 
Kiyo, No. 38, March 1980, 1-13. 

14. See Hayashiya, Kyoroku kenkyil, 333ff. 
15. Okabe, Chinese Catalogues, 6. 
16. Okabe, Chinese Catalogues, 7. 
17. For details see M. W. de Visser Ancient Buddhism in Japan: SUtras and 

Ceremonies in Use in the Seventh and Eighth Centuries A.D. and Their His­
tory in lAter Times, Leiden: EJ. Brill, 1935, Vol. I, 116-190. This work 
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must be used with caution for the author shows no awareness that the 
Jin wang ching is an apocryphal Chinese text. 

18. See Saw: Tendai,686. 
19. See Saw: Tendai, 688-690 for details. 
20. Hurvitz, Chih-i, 275. 
21. It is significant that the later "revised" version oftheJIn wang ching at­

tributed to Amoghavajra avoids any sort of three truth formulation and 
speaks rather in terms of one truth and the unity of the two truths [T. 
8, 839a-c]. It is possible that by this time the problem of using two Chi­
nese translations for one Sanskrit term was apparent and avoided by 
emphasizing instead the unity of the two truths. 

22. T. 10, No. 281,446-451, translated into Chinese between 223 and 253. 
This text discusses such topics as various Buddha-realms, the ten Bod­
hisattva stages (bhUmi) and the practices of a lay Bodhisattva. It was 
later incorporated into the Avata1{'Saka Sutra. 

23. T. 16, No. 656, 1-127, translated into Chinese by Chu Fo-nien (Bud­
dhasmrti?) in 376. Chu Fo-nien was one of the most gifted translators 
of the Former Ch'in dynasty (351-394), previous to Kumarajiva. He 
was supported by Fu Chien, the powerful ruler of northern China. 
This text deals with the career of the Bodhisattva and as such covers 
the whole range of topics having to do with Mahayana Buddhist 
doctrine. 

24. For details see Sato: Zoku, 75-83. 
25. See Saw: Tendai, 699ff.; Sato: Zoku, 84ff. 
26. For a discussion of the Fan wang ching as a Chinese apocryphal text see 

Mochizuki, Bukky6 kyoten, 425-441. 
27. Sato: 7endai,703. 

28. MillamadhyamakoJr4:ri1t4 13-7. English translation from Ruegg, Madya­
maJr.a Literature, 14. 

29. See the Collectwn of Miscellaneous Agamas, T. 2, 84bl9-20; or the Rat­
nagotravibluiga, Takasaki Jikido, A Study of the RatnagotravibMga (Ut­
taratantra), Roma: Istituto Italiano per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente, 
1966, 294-295. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER FOUR 

1. For biography see the Kao seng chuan, T. 50, 366c18. 
2. For biography see the Kao seng chuan, T. 50, 371b2. 
3. For biography see the Kao seng chuan, T. 50, 376b28. 
4. See Saw Tetsuei 1952,371-379. 
5. See Whalen Lai 1978, 340. I discuss this debate with Chih-i and his 
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threefold truth concept in mind, and thus my analysis is slanted in this 
direction and do not claim to have given a complete presentation of 
this Kuang hung ming chi document. Lai's article approaches the sub­
ject from a different angle. The reader who is interested in the Kuang 
hung ming chi account in itself should refer to both of our essays as well 
as Sato's pioneering and as yet unsurpassed historical work. 

6. Fa-yiin and Seng-min, along with Chih-tsang (see chapter 6), were con­
sidered the greatest Buddhist scholars of their age. They are referred 
to as "the three great Dharma masters of the Liang" ~-=-*i;!/lili . The 
earliest reference I have found to this phrase is in Chi-tsang's Fa hua 
hsilan lun, T. 34, 363c17-18. 

7. For biography see the Hsii Ir.ao sing chuan, T. 50, 468a-b. 
8. For biography see the Hsii Ir.ao sing chuan, T. 50, 461c. 
9. I follow the alternate reading iit1~ rather than the T. reading of -=-+ . 

10. See chapter 3. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER FIVE 

1. To be distinguished from the earlier Hui-yiian (334--416) who corres­
ponded with Kumarajiva: see chapter 2. For the biography of this Hui­
yiian see the Hsii kao sing chuan, T. 50, 489c26-492b2. For an excellent 
study of Hui-yiian's life and work see Kamata Shigeo's lengthy article 
JOyOji Eon ni okeru dlLijo shiso no unkai, T6yO Bunka Kenkyiljo KiyO, No. 
34, March, 1964, 1-107." 

2. See Tokiwa 1979, Vol. 1,5 and Ocho 1958, 1971, and 1979. 
3. For biography see the Hsii kao sing chuan, T. 50, 485a-486a. 
4. For details see the introduction to the Ta ch'eng i chang in the Kolt.uyaku 

Issailr.yo: ShoshU-bu, Vol. 13, Tokyo: Daito Shuppan, (reprint) 1978,364. 
5. For a previous discussion of this term see the section on the San fa tu 

lun in chapter 3. 
6. Hui-yiian's interpretation of conventional reality is strongly influenced 

by the Ch'eng shih lun. Later Hui-yiian presents another fourfold defini­
tion of conventional existence as that which arises from causes 1l9~1F1 , 
that which is made from causes 1Z9!iX:1F1 , that which is relative to other 
phenomena ;f~f,f11l1 , and as continuity ;f~fl1I1F1 (T. 44, 479b20-c6). For 
details see chapter 6 on the Ch'eng shih lun. The meaning of "conven­
tional existence" 1F1 is of course closely related to the issue at hand. For 
a discussion of the development of this concept in China and its rela­
tionship to the threefold truth see Shioiri Ryooo, Santai shiso no It.ichO 
to shiU no It.e, Indogaku Buklt.yogaku Kenkyil, 5/2, 438-447. 

7. For similar phraseology and argument, see Prince Chao-ming's essay 
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on the two truths, T. 52, 247c21-23, and chapter 4. 
8. For a detailed discussion of this section, especially on the concept of 

the tathiigatha-garbha, see Kamata 1964, 64-81. 
9. See Sato 1961,713-714. Hui-yiian lists the three truths as the worldly 

truth, which refers to dharmas as having marks flf§ , the supreme 
truth, which refers to dharmas without marks ~f§ , and the one real 
truth .. ~ , which refers to dharmas as neither with nor without marks 
i!~~flMl!tZf§ . 

NOTES TO CHAPTER SIX 

1. Tokiwa Daijo's article Daifo sekaikan no kichO to shiU no ke, Shina BukkyO 
no kenkyu., Vol. 2, 1979, 327-349, is an important study of the concept 
of conventional existence in Chinese Mahayana Buddhism, and the de­
velopment of this concept by Ch'eng shih lun, Sanlun, and T'ien-t'ai 
scholars. Fukushima KOsai's article on MyOhO to shiU no enyu. santai to 
sono shisoteki haikei," in Otani Daigaku Kenkyil Nenpo, No. 28, 1-42, also 
contains a lucid discussion of this topic. Whalen Lai has discussed this 
subject in many articles, including "Further Developments of the Two 
Truths Theory in China: the Ch'eng shih lun Tradition and Chou Yung's 
San-tsung-lun," Phi.Wsophy East and West, 30/2 (April 1980), 139-161; and 
"Non-duality of the Two Truths in Sinitic Madhyamika: Origin of the 
'Third Truth,' "Journal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, 
212 (1979), 45--65. Hirai Shun'ei's work on the Sanlun school in China, 
Chugoku hannya shisoshi kenkyu., Tokyo: Shunju-sha, 1976, 561-592, con­
tains a good chapter on the Liang Ch'eng shih lun scholars. Aaron 
Koseki's dissertation on "Chi-tsang's Ta ch'eng hsilan lun: the Two Truths 
and the Buddha-nature," University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1977, also 
discusses these scholars at relevant points. 

2. Satyasiddhi-$astra ?, T. 32, No. 1646,239-373. This text is not extant in 
Sanskrit. There is a study and English translation made from a San­
skrit reconstruction of this text by N. Aiyaswami Sastri, Satyasiddhi$astra 
of Harivarman, Baroda: University of Baroda, 1978. 

3. Ca. 250-350. For biography see Ch'u san tsang chi chi, T. 55, 78b28 ff. 
4. I can understand defining paramarthasatya in terms of niroii:1J.a, but I do 

not know the source nor rationale for defining Paramarthasatya in terms 
of "rupa and so forth," which must refer to the five skandha and are 
more indicative of sa1!'vrtisatya. Perhaps it is assuming the Abhidharmic 
standpoint of interpreting these dharmas as fundamental elements. 

5. See Tokiwa 1979, 334ff.; Fukushima 1976,20 ff. 
6. For biography see Hsil kao sing chuan, T. 50, 461c-463c. 
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7. See Mochizuki, Vol. IV, 3105a. Chih-tsang will be discussed in the next 
section, and Fa-yiin will be discussed in the last chapter. 

8. See T. 52, 250a16-25 and 251a8-18. See the discussion in chapter 3. 
9. For biography see Hsu kao sing chuan, T. 50, 465c-467b. 

10. On the pen-mo paradigm see Whalen Lai's article on "Chou Yung vs. 
Chang Jung (on §Q.nyatd); The Pen-mo Yu-wu controversy in fifth-cen­
tury China," Journal of 1M International Association of Buddhist Studies, 
112 (I978), 23-44. As Lai says (p. 23), "pen signifies the essential foun­
tainhead while mo denotes the less essential subsequents that draw their 
life from the one origin." 

11. The Sanlun interpretation of the two truths is explained in the next 
chapter. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER SEVEN 

1. For biography see Hsa kao sing chuan, T. 50, 477b-478a. 
2. This refers to the three treatises (Sanlun) of the MiUamadhyamakakii:rikil 

(T. 30, No. 1564,1-38), the Sata Sastra (T. 30, No. 1569, 168-181), the 
Duiida§a-dviira (? Shih erh men lun, or "Treatise in Twelve Parts", T. 30, 
No. 1568, 159-167), plus the Ta chih tu lun. 

3. Exactly what is meant by the "New" Sanlun school, and the identity of 
the "Old" Sanlun school, is a very confusing and unresolved issue. 
Robinson, Early Miidhyamika, 162-173, discusses "The lineage of the 
old Three Treatise Sect." The issue is also dealt with in detail in Hirai 
1976, 232-241. 

4. Letter extant in T. 46, 821c-822b. See also Hurvitz, Chih-i, 162-164. 
5. The similiarity in many passages in works attributed to Chih-i, espe­

cially the Fa hua wen cha, to Chi-tsang's commentaries on the Lotus 
SUtra can more easily be attributed to Kuan-ting, Chih-i's disciple and 
scribe, who had plenty of time and opportunity to refer to Chi-tsang's 
work between the time ofChih-i's actual lectures and his final compila­
tion of the lecture notes which became the Fa hua wen cha, Fa hua hsaan 
i, and Mo ho chih kuan. Kuan-ting admits in his preface to the Fa hua 
wen cha, for example, that he was twenty-seven years old when he first 
heard these lectures by Chih-i in Chin-ling, but he was sixty-nine years 
old before he ~nished his final editing! (T. 34, Ibl9-20) His publisher 
must have had a lot of patience. For a detailed analysis of this topic see 
Hirai 1985. 

6. Another important work on Sanlun from this period is the Ta-ch'eng 
ssu-lun hsaan-i *~Im~~~* by Chlin-cheng te.JlE , partially extant in the 
Zokuwkyo, Volume 74. This as-yet unexamined work should shed light 
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on Sanlun teachings and reveal how much of Chi-tsang's work was 
original. 

7. More precisely, on Kumarajiva's translation of the commentary on the 
MiUamadhyamakalta:rika by Ch'ing-mu (f. 30, 1-38). 

8. AJapanese monk of the Sanron school affiliated with the temples Daian­
ji and Saidai-ji near N ara. Not much is known about Ancho except that 
his biographies praise him as skilled in polemics and well versed in San­
ron and Mikkyo studies. This commentary on Chi-tsang's Chung kuan 
lun shu is recognized as a classic of early Japanese Sanron studies. 

9. These schools and trends are studied in more detail in articles by Leon 
Hurvitz in ''The First Systematizations of Buddhist Thought in China," 
inJoumal of Chinese Philosophy," 2, 1975,361-388; and by Whalen Lai 
1980. 139-161. 

10. See chapter 2. 
11. One of the chief disciples of Kumarajiva. For biography and details see 

Robinson, Early MtUlhyamika, 115ff. 
12. A common practice in the early days of Chinese Buddhism in which a 

Buddhist technical term would be translated using a "matching" term 
from Chinese, mainly Taoist, philosophy, for the purpose of facilitating 
understanding. The practice was severely criticized by many Chinese 
Buddhists, including Tao-an, as ultimately misleading. 

13. Extant in the Ch'u san tsang chi chi from the preface to a commentary 
on the Vimalakirlinirdesa SUlra, T. 55, 59a2-3. 

14. To be precise, Ancho says. "What is meant here by the 'Six Schools' is 
the 'Seven Trends' minus the trend of 'Varient of Original Being.' 
However, someone has said that this is not right, and that these 'Six 
Schools' refer to the 'Seven Trends' minus the trend of'Original Being'" 
(f. 65, 93al5-18). I cannot see that it makes much difference. 

15. "Mountain school" L.lJr~ , by which Chi-tsang means the scholars of the 
so-called "new" Sanlun school. See note below. 

16. According to the notes in the Kokuyaku issaikyO version of the Chung 
kuan lun shu (Kokuyaku issaikyo, RonsMI1U 6, Miyamoto Shason, et al., 
(tr.), Tokyo: Daito Shuppansha, 1939, 110, note 28), this may be a slip 
of the brush for Chu Fa-shen ~iii* (286-374). See also Ui Hakuju, Ui 
Hakuju chosaku senshU, Vol. 2, Tokyo: Daito Shuppansha, 10. Ancho has 
miii~i1i (T. 65, 93a28). 

17. Kumarajiva's translation of the Pancavi""sali-sa.ha.sri.ka-pra.fii4pa.ramitti 
SUlra (T. 8, 405b3-5) has: "If sentient beings are first existent (yu) and 
later non-existent (wu), then Buddhas and Bodhisattvas have faults. 
The same is true for all dharmas and the five paths of sa1{lSiira. If they 
are first existent and later non-existent, then all Buddhas and Bodhisat­
tvas have faults." 
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18. This text is quoted throughout Ancho's discussion, but is not extant 
today. Mochizuki's BukkyfJ daijiten (Vol. 2, 1691b) says that the Shan­
men LlJr~ ("mountain school") originally referred to the Sanlun scholars 
ofMt. She. He quotes the Ta ch'eng ssu lun hsilan i by Chun-cheng (see 
note above) as saying that ''The teachings of the 'mountain school' were 
always different from that of those of the Ch'eng shih lun." Thus it is 
likely that the Shan men hsilan i was an early Sanlun text criticizing the 
Ch'eng shih lun position. 

19. Hurvitz identifies this phrase as the Chinese translation of runyataiva 
rilpam; see Hurvitz 1975a, 369. 

20. Also known as Chih Tun x~ , an early interpreter of the prajna tra­
dition in China. See Chen 1964,65-67, and Zurcher 1959, 116ff. 

21. Hurvitz gives a tentative translation of Ancho's commentary while ad­
mitting that it did not clarify the issue; see Hurvitz 1975a, 370. I see 
no point in repeating an exercise in futility. 

22. According to Ancho this refers to a certain Fa-wen iJ;ii , a disciple of 
Chu Fa-shen, who composed a Treatise on Mental Negation {"~~ . See 
T. 65, 94bl5-16. 

23. This also is quoted from the Shan men hsilan i. 
24. In Hurvitz's comments on this section he claims that "Buddhism is 

simply not concerned with the existence or 1nexistence of objective 
reality, of a Ding an sich" (1975a, 370). I disagree. Many aspects and 
texts of Buddhism are concerned enough with ontological matters to 
continuously (and tiresomely) deny that external objects exist in the 
sense of substantial unchanging Being. Madhyamikan philosophy cer­
tainly does not attempt to construct an ontological theory about what 
is "out there"; they try to avoid constructing any conceptual theories 
at all. Nevertheless even a Madhyamikan must, or should, admit (using 
their terminology) that an attempted description of reality as the depen­
dant co-arising of conventional phenomena is more valid (though not 
ultimately and completely accurate) than to say that phenomena have 
substantial and eternal Being, or is a nihilistic nothingness. Buddhism 
may, as Hurvitz says, be mainly concerned with epistemological and 
soteriological issues, but that does not mean that their teachings have 
no ontological implications. A good example is provided above, i.e. Seng­
chao's criticism of the "Mental Negation" position that "it's fault lies in 
it's failure to see the emptiness of phenomenal things," an ontological 
position above and beyond the salvific practice of mental negation. Also, 
Chi-tsang's denial of the next two idealistic positions reveals that he is 
not totally unconcerned with ontological issues, and he rejects the 
"mind-only" position. 

25. Not much is known about this man, although it is said that he debated 
Chu Tao-lin concerning the meaning of emptiness as identical to visible 
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form. For biography see the Kao seng chuan, T. 50, 340a-b. 
26. The five kinds of eyes are physical eyes, or that which is perceived by 

the physical eyes; divine eyes, or the perception of divine beings, who 
can perceive the future destiny of sentient beings; the wisdom eye, or 
the perception of those of the two vehicles, sravakas and pratye­
kabuddhas, who perceive the emptiness of all phenomena; the Dhar­
ma eye, or the perception of Bodhisattvas, who perceive the entire 
Dharma for the sake of saving sentient beings; and the Buddha eye, or 
the perception of the Buddha, which includes all of the above. 

27. Ancho identifies this man as Tao-yi itl~ ,a disciple ofChu Fa-t'ai ~i!it, 
who in turn studied with Tao-an. For biography of Fa-t'ai see Kao seng 
chuan, T. 50, 354b-355a. 

28. Kumarajiva's translation of the PaiLcavi."uati-stihasrikii-prajnaparamitii 
SiUra says, " 'Subhuti, what do you mean? The various illusory things 
produced magically by a m~ter of illusions, whether they be elephants 
or horses or cows or sheep or men or women; what about these things? 
Do these illusions have karmic causes and conditions which function 
as karmic causes and conditions for falling into hell or being born in 
the place where there is neither conceptualizations nor no concep­
tualizations, or not?' 'They do not, Bhagavan. These magical illusions 
are empty and have no true reality. How can they be said to have kar­
mic causes and conditions which function as karmic conditions for fall­
ing into hell or being born in the place where there is neither 
conceptualizations nor no conceptualizations?' " (T. 8, 413bl6-22) 

29. Another contemporary of Yii Fa-k'ai and Chu Tao-lin. For biography 
see Kao seng chuan, T. 50, 350b; Ziircher 1959, 140f[ 

30. Kumarajiva's translation of the PaiLcavi."uati-stihasrilr4-prajMparamitii 
SUtra says, "The wise Subhuti, whose wisdom is deep and profound, 
taught all the aspects of reality ~~i.MB without destroying convention­
al names" (T. 8, 277b5-6). 

31. Hurvitz avoids mentioning it at all; 1975a, 371. 
32. Dates unknown. For details see Lai 1980, 142f[ 
33. Lai has "Not negating provisional reality, negating provisional reality, 

and (realizing that) provisional reality as such is empty or negative." 
1980, 143. 

34. Said to be the teacher of Chih-lin ~f* , who composed a treatise on 
the two truths. For biography of Chih-lin, see Kao seng chuan, T. 50, 
376a-b. 

35. I fail to see the distinction being made here between saf!Jvrtisatya and 
paramarthasatya. 

36. This would make more sense ifit read "the three groups of conditioned 
things" 1i1f.t . Then it would refer to all conditioned dharmas, classified 
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into three categories: physical things, or dharmas with visible form; 
mental things, or mental dharmas; and all other non-physical and non­
mental conditioned dharmas. 

37. Perhaps this refers to the sixteen correct contemplations of the four 
Noble Truths, to contemplate the truth of suffering in four ways: all 
dharmas arise and pass away, so they are transient (anitya), life invol­
ves suffering (dulJ,kha), there is no substantial Being (§unyata), and there 
is no substantial eternal self (anatmaka); to contemplate the truth of the 
origin of suffering in four ways: all deluded actions give birth to resul­
tant suffering (hetu), these deluded actions assemble resultant suffering 
(samudaya), these deluded actions cause suffering to continue (prabluwa), 
and these deluded actions are the conditions which allow resultant suf­
fering to arise (pratyaya); to contemplate the truth of extinction in four 
ways: the extinction of physical bondage (nirodha), the quieting of pas­
sions (santi), the subtlety of having no faults (pra'f)ita), and the freedom 
from having escaped all troubles (n*ara1)4); and to contemplate the 
truth of the Path in four ways: as the Path for entering extinction 
(marga), the thusness which is in accordance with reality (nyaya), the 
practice which leads one to niroa1)4 (pratipatti), and the way to escape 
sa1{tSara (nairya'f)ika). See Nakamura, BukkyOgo daijiten, 662-663. 

38. Attributed to a "man of old," whom Ancho identifies in the Shan men 
hsiLan i as Seng-ch'iian ftHi ,one of the teachers ofChi-tsang. For details 
see Robinson, Early Madhyamika, 165ft: For biography ofSeng-ch'iian 
see Kao seng chuan, T. 50, 369c. 

39. Hurvitz uses the more literal "chestnut eaten out by a rodent," but this 
translation of Lai as a "meatless chestnut" comes closer to expressing 
the intent of the metaphor. 

40. Quoted by Lai 1980, 146. Similar Pflssages are found in the Erh ti i, T. 
45, 24c and 115a. 

41. Chi-tsang makes many scattered references to this metaphor. See also 
the Ta ch'eng hsiLan lun, T. 45, 24c-25a. 

42. Chi-tsang claims that this position "is not different from the meaning 
of , (Emptiness) Identical with Visible Form'" (T. 42, 29b23). However, 
as Lai points out (p. 159, n. 31), the identification of visible form with 
emptiness, which Chi-tsang recognizes as orthodox, does not fit well 
with this position on the non-emptiness of conventionally named things. 

43. AncM, unlike Chi-tsang, attributes this position to Tao-lin and the 
"(Emptiness) Identical with Visible Form" school (T. 65, 96aI5). 

44. To Hurvitz, on the other hand, this precisely is the superiority of this 
second position. He concludes that "it is the second view that comes 
closest to orthodox Madhyamika: through worldly eyes one sees the 
data of common experience, or, at best the component dharmas; through 
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the eyes of prajM one sees ~anyata, but (and here is the difference) one 
sees through those same eyes that there is no difference between the 
two." Hurvitz 1975a, 380. But did those who hold the view of the "bob­
bing melon" realize that there is no difference between the floating and 
sinking melon? 

45. See Chi-tsang's criticisms of this position above. 
46. Lai argues that Chou Yung espoused none of the three theses and 

points out that in the Nan Ch'i shu Chou Yung is credited rather with 
"locating the thread that runs through" these three positions. See Lai 
1980, 143. 

47. A quick comparison of my analysis with that of Hurvitz and Lai will 
show that many sections can be interpreted in at least three ways. 

48. I find it rather difficult to accept the idea that so many people would 
write treatises with titles in exactly the same pattern of "Treatise on the 
Two Truths and ... ," with the " ... " part fitting exactly into the pattern 
of the "Seven Trends" and the "Three Theses." We will never know for 
sure-except in the unlikely event that someone discovers the Shan men 
hsOOn i or the numerous "lost texts" quoted therein. 

49. For details on the Sanlun and Chi-tsang's discussions on the two truths, 
see Koseki 1977. 

50. As Koseki translates: "The two truths are a general explanation of the 
verbal teaching, a provisional designation for interdependency, the pro­
found reality of non-substantiality, and the ultimate term for investi­
gating the middle path. It is said that the tathagata always explains the 
Dharma on the basis of the two truths: first, worldly truth, and second, 
the first principle truth. Therefore, the two truths are simply a teach­
ing; they have no relationship with the domain of principle" (T. 45, 
15a). See Koseki 1977, 15f[ 

51. Kumarajiva's translation of the Paficavi",sati-siihasriJrii-prajnaPiiTamitii 
SatTa has, "~ariputra, the Bodhisattva Mahasattva dwells within the two 
truths and for the sake of sentient beings explains the dharmas of the 
worldly truth and the truth of supreme meaning. ~ariputra, although 
the two truths are unattainable by sentient beings, the Bodhisattva Ma­
hasattva practices the prajfiiipiiTamitii and utilizes the power of skillful 
means in order to preach the dharma to sentient beings" (T. 8, 405a15-
18). See also the Ta chill tu lun commentary on this section: T. 25, 703b. 

52. Kumarajiva's translation of the Paficavi",sati-siihasrikii-prajiiiipiiTamitii 
SatTa has only "The Bodhisattva Mahasattva speaks of sentient beings 
as both existing and not existing based on the worldly truth, not on 
the supreme (truth)" (T. 8, 378b9-10). It does not mention "neither 
Being nor non-Being." 

53. The Avataf!'Saka SatTa says, "From within the wisdom of non-duality! 
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the Lion-man (the Buddha) appears/ not attached to the dharma of 
non-duality / for he knows it is neither one nor two [or, 'there is nei­
ther unity nor duality,)" (f. 9,610a21-22). 

54. The original passage in the Avata"!'Saka Satra is much clearer than Chi­
tsang's paraphrase: 

That which is known by those of this world, the dharmas of 
worldly truth, 

Is the path of names, letters, discussion, language and words. 
All wish to clearly understand the meaning of the worldly 

truth. 
Bodhisattvas thus arouse aspiration [for enlightenment]. 
All dharmas are beyond verbalization; 
They are like space and have no self-nature. 
All wish to clearly understand the meaning of the real truth. 
Thus Bodhisattvas arouse aspiration (for enlightenment). 

. [T. 9, 447a9-12] 
See also Thomas Cleary, Th8 Flower Omame1ll Scripture, Boulder: Sham­
bala, Vol. I, 1984,391. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER EIGHT 

1. An annotated translation of this section is contained in the Translation. 
2. I will not discuss the biographical details of Hui-ssu and Chih-i, for 

they have already been covered in Western language works and the 
details do not concern us directly at this time. Hurvitz's work on Chih­
i, 1960--62, especially the biographical section (pp. 100-182), is a clas­
sic in the field. For Hui!ssu see the work by Paul Magnin, 1979. 

3. See annotated English translation in Donner 1976,41. 
4. T. 49, 129-475, a biographical history of the T'ien-t'ai tradition begin­

ning with Siikyamuni. Compiled by Chih-p'an ffi;~ in A.D. 1269. Hui­
wen's biography is in the sixth chuan, T. 49, 178bll-179a4. 

5. These three wisdoms are discussed in great detail in the Ta chih tu [un, 
T. 25, 257c-26Ocff. See Lamotte 1976, Tome IV, 1 735ff. The section 
quoted here is found in T. 25, 25&25-27 and 260bI5-26; Lamotte 
1976, IV, 1758-1759. In T'ien-t'ai these three wisdoms were interpreted 
along the lines of the threefold truth, with "omniscience" (sarvajiiatii) 
corresponding to the truth of emptiness, thus interpreting it as "the 
wisdom (concerning the emptiness) of all things." The wisdom of the 
path (miirgajitatii) corresponds to the realm of conventional designa­
tion, and refers to the wisdom of the Bodhisattva in knowing all there 
is to know about the conventional realm, especially with regard to saving 



NOTES TO PAGES 116-118 277 

sentient beings. The wisdom concerning all aspects, or universal wis­
dom (so,T'ViiJcO,rajnata), corresponds to the highest wisdom of the Mid­
dle, the perfect knowledge of Reality as it is. See Fa hua hsiian i, T. 33, 
713c-714c. Chih-i also proposes a correspondence between these three 
wisdoms and threefold contemplation. See Nitta Masaaki 1981, 458-
462 and 590-594. These, however, are later interpretations by Chih-i 
and are not explicit in the original text of the To, chih tu lun read by 
Hui-wen. 

6. See, for example, Ando 1968, 14-16, Shimaji 1977, 225 and 248; and 
Mochizuki, BuIrJtyO daifttm I, 327-328. It is a matter of debate as to 
whether this "attainment of the three wisdoms in one thought" is the 
same as Chih-i's concept of the simultaneous contemplation and attain­
ment of the threefold truths of emptiness, conventional existence, and 
the middle in one thought -'L.,~I!.. 

Ocho Enichi downplays the influence of Hui-wen on Chih-i's philo­
sophy, and emphasizes the role of Hui-ssu and his teaching on the 

-Lotus Samadhi i:U!!~'~. Ocho argues that Chih-i's contemplation of 
the ekayana doctrine of the Lotus SiUTa led to his insight into the in­
tegrated nature of all reality, and provided the basis for his conceptions 
such as the attainment of threefold contemplation in a single thought 
and the simultaneous attainment of the three wisdoms. See Ocho 1971, 
especially the chapters on Nangaltu Eshi no hokJu zammai, 265-278, and 
Tendai Chigi no hokJu zammai, 279-303. 

7. For a detailed discussion of the possible historicity of these biographi­
cal details and the content of Hui-wen's insight and teachings, see Taira 
RYOsho, Emon Zemhi no mushi dokuga ni tsuite, 1950, 19-34. 

8. See the Wei 1M ching hsilan su ~'**!;tMt, T. 38, 525aI7-18, written by 
Chih-i late in his life. This is one of the few works written by Chih-i 
himsel£ The Fa hua hsilan i, on the other hand, is a compilation oflec­
ture notes by Kuan-ting. 

9. "Cessation and contemplation": famatha-vipaJyQ/na (T. 46, 24a-25b). 
10. See the discussion of this apocryphal Chinese Sutra in chapter 3. The 

Ying 1.0 ching mentions this threefold contemplation only once, and in 
reference to the two truths: "The three contemplations are [first] the 
contemplation of the two truths by entering emptiness from conven­
tional designation f:E1f!1~A.~=~IJt, [and second] the contemplation of 
the equality [of all dharmas: upekSii] by entering conventional designa­
tion from e!Dptiness f:E~A.1f!1~-'¥-~IJt. These two contemplations are 
the way of expedient means. (Third,) due to these two, ohe contem­
plates emptiness and attains insight ['entry'] into the contemplation of 
the Middle Path of the Supreme Truth A.q:t)tt~-.~1Jt . Both of the 
two truths are illumined, and the thoughts of the mind ,r."r., are extin­
guished and put to rest." I translate "threefold contemplation" in the 
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Sutra as "three contemplations" because in T'ien-t'ai philosophy this 
Sutra is interpreted as teaching gradual and progressive stages of con­
templation, in contrast to Chih-i's teaching of the threefold contempla­
tion as an instantaneous and simultaneous contemplation of all three 
aspects. 

11. This is an almost verbatim quote from the Ymg to ching. See note above. 
12. Both extremes of eternalism - that phenomena have substantial, indes­

tructable, and eternal Being, and nihilism or annihilationism - that 
there is no real existence at all. 

13. In his introduction to the Mo ho chih kuan (f. 46, lc-2a) Kuan-ting lists 
three types of cessation and contemplation which were transmitted to 
Chih-i by Hui-ssu: Gradualll1i* , Indeterminate;r-Ji:: ,and Perfect and 
Immediate III oUR • For details see Donner 1976, 42-51. 

14. The threefold aspects of emptiness, conventional existence, and the 
Middle? 

15. The three eyes of MaheSvara, the creator/god of Indian religion, are 
arranged in such a way.·. that it is often used as an illustration of the 
unity and diversity of the "three in one, one in three" formulation. 

16. For details on the content of these false views arid attitudes see Chap­
pell 1983, goff. 

17. For details on this and the three wisdoms see note 5. Chih-i's comments 
here linking the three contemplations with these three wisdoms provides 
a link between Hui-wen's insight into the three wisdoms and Chih-i's 
threefold contemplation. 

18. These various aspects can be arranged as shown in Chart 6. The cor­
respondence between various technical terms and concepts in Chih-i's 
philosophy is further clarified by comparing this chart with the fuller 
Chart 1. 

19. For an example of how this threefold truth pattern works, see Swan­
son 1983,51-72. 

20. See the discussion of the four siddhiinta as presented in the Ta chih tu 
lun in chapter 2. 

21. See the discussion of this subject in chapter 1. 
22. Some readers may object to my translation of li as "reality." It is often 

translated as "principle", in contrast to shih: phenomena$. , but for 
Chih-i this term is synonymous with such terms as the "true aspects of 
reality"lrfr:l , "true reality" ~. , "the nature of dharmas" i!tt , and so 
forth, which refer to the ultimately indescribable way that objective and 
subjective reality is, and is correctly perceived only by the Buddha. 
Chih-i also uses this term in contrast to shih, not that shih is not real 
(since they are ultimately "identical"), but in the sense that li is the true 
nature of reality while shih is its phenomenal appearance. 
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23. Chih-i apparently accepted without question the idea that all texts which 
begin with the words "Thus have I heard ... " and were called ching ~,! 
are the actual words of the historical Buddha ~akyamuni. He quotes 
as scriptural authority many apocryphal Chinese Siitras, such as the 
Yang 1.0 ching andJIn wang ching (see chapter 3), with no indication that 
some of these were considered of doubtful "authenticity," even in the 
Siitra catalogues of his day such as the Ch'u san tsang chi chi. On the 
other hand, Chih-i's concept of the Buddha and Dharma was based on 
the Lotus SiUra. The Buddha is eternal. His activity is not limited to his 
eighty years on earth as ~akyamuni. He has been enlightened from the 
incalculable past and continues his soteriological activity forever. Also, 
as the Ta chih tu lun says, "The Buddha-dharma is not limited to that 
expounded by the (historical) Buddha, but includes all true and beau­
tiful words in the world. All subtle and skillful words derive from the 
Buddha-dharma" (T. 25, 66b2-4). In this sense the distinction between 
"apocryphal" Siitras (of Chinese or other origin) and "original" Indian 
Siitras is irrelevant. For a discussion of Chih-i's attitude toward these 
so-called apocryphal texts, see Makita 1975,201-215. 

24. For details see the Translation. 
25. T. 33, 572-679. This text was the basis for the Hokkekyii gishO, the ear­

liest Japanese commentary on the Lotus SatTa, attributed to Shotoku 
Taishi. Legend also has it that Shotoku Taishi was the reincarnation of 
Chih-i's master Hui-ssu. Nara scholars in the Heian period delightecl 
in pointing out the "inconsistency" of Chih-i's criticism of Fa-yiin and 
the use of Fa-yiin's work by "Hui-ssu" as Shotoku Taishi! See Nakao 
1976,276-277. 

26. For biography see Hsa kao sing chuan, T. 50, 463c-465a; Tamura 1972, 
175-221. 

27. It is not clear whether "present and past" here refer to the Lotus SatTa 
and teachings previous to the Lotus SiUra, or to the interpretation of 
the Lotus SUtra now by Fa-yiin in contrast to previous interpretations 
by past scholars. The second meaning seems to fit better into the con­
text of Fa-yiin's comments, but Chih-i interprets "past" to mean pre­
Lotus teachings, and develops a point of criticism on this basis. 

28. This is Chih-i's standpoint, and I am not sure that he is doing justice 
to Fa-yiin. More research is needed on Fa-yiin's original writings, name­
ly the Fa hua i chi, to determine and evaluate Fa-yiin's position. 

29. For details see Translation. 
30. For details see Translation. 
31. See notes in the Translation for a discussion of these verses. 
32. It is obvious that, strictly speaking, this interpretation is dependent on 

the Chinese formulation of these terms and the fact that each phrase 
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contains three characters. Theoretically, however, this interpretation 
does make sense, and is more successful than a later attempt to give 
the same triple reading to the tenn "ten dhanna realms" +i£W . For 
details see Translation. 

33. In the Mo Iw chill loon (f. 46, 54a5-9) this is developed one step fur­
ther to complete the concept of "the trichiliocosm in a moment of con­
sciousness" -~.::. T . See Hurvitz, Chih-i, 271ff. 

34. See the chart comparing the different levels of attainment by those of 
the Fourfold Teachings and their correspondence in Chappell 1983, 
32-33. 

35. For details see the Translation. 
36. For details see the Translation. 
37. Since one has no outflows of passion, one is reborn with a vaguely de-

fined "mind-born body." 
38. This scheme is outlined in Chart 8. 
39. This relationship is outlined in Chart 9. 
40. See also Rhodes 1984,53-91. 
41. This analysis is very complicated. See Chart 10 as an attempt to summa­

rize this content. Basically Chih-i is attempting to go beyond the yu/wu 
duality and understand the two truths in terms of emptiness, conven­
tional existence, and the Middle. 

42. This quotation leads to a protracted discussion about how the Buddha, 
at that time still a bodhisattva, could fall into hell. This issue does not 
concern us here, and the point is to illustrate the difficulty of under­
standing the two truths. For details see the Translation. 

43. For details concerning Seng-min see chapter 6. 
44. For details see chapter 5. 
45. For details see chapter 4. 
46. For a detailed discussion of these seven categories of the two truths see 

Ando 1975,229-271. 
47. Chih-i's concept of "advancing" it~ from one level of attainment or 

Teaching to another is a complicated and often apparantly useless 
scholastic distinction. Its purpose is necessitated by the fact that in Chih­
i's scheme of the levels of attainment by those of the four Teachings 
(see chart in Chappell 1983, 32-32), high levels of attainment in an in­
ferior Teaching correspond to lower levels of attainment in a superior 
Teaching. For example, the level of "Buddha hood" in the Shared Teach­
ing corresponds to the seventh Abode 11 of the Distinct Teaching, and 
only the seventh level of faith 1"§ of the Perfect Teaching. Therefore a 
bodhisattva of the Shared Teaching must make a religious quantum 
leap from the Shared to the Distinct or Perfect Teaching in order to 
attain the highest and perfect Buddhahood. It is not clear as to how 
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and when these quantum leaps from one Teaching to another occur. 
48. This is a rather subtle distinction and it is not clear what Chih-i is trying 

to say. 
49. The text of the Fa hua milan i continues with further details in the 

form of questions and answers, and sections on "classification into crude 
and subtle," and "exposing the crude and manifesting the subtle," but 
the core ofChih-i's teaching concerning the two truths has been sum­
marized here. For details see the annotated translation. 

50. For details see chapter 3. 
51. See T. 12, 684c19, which actually says, "That which is known by world­

ly people is the worldly truth." 
52. See T. 12, 684c17, which actually says, "That which is known by people 

who have transcended the world is called the supreme truth." 
53. I could not locate this quote in the Mahiipariniroii;fJ.a SUtra. 
54. See Chart 1 for a summary of these relationships. 
55. Sato, 78ndai, 730-733, points out that Chih-i never actually utilizes the 

terms "the truth of emptiness" ~~ , "the truth of conventional exis­
tence" iN~ , or "the truth of the Middle" rp~ , although for the con­
cept of threefold contemplation he does use the terms "contemplation 
of emptiness" ~M , "contemplation of conventional existence" iN. , 
and "contemplation of the Middle" rpM . Nevertheless the inter­
relationship of these terms with that of the two truths is clear. 

56. See, for example, David Chappell's article on "The teachings of the 
fourth Ch'an patriarch Tao-hsin (580-651)," Early Ch'an in China and 
Tibet, Whalen Lai and Lewis R. Lancaster, ed. Berkeley Buddhist Studies 
Series 3, Bekeley, California, 1983,89-130. 

57. For details on the Japanese Tendai tradition see Paul Groner, SaicM: 
The Establishment of the Japanese Tendai School, Berkeley Buddhist Studies 
Series, 1984, and the special issue devoted to Tendai, Japanese Journal 
of Religious Studies, Vol. 14, No. 2-3, 1987. 
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1. The first section was on the shared characteristics of all Sutras (see com­
prehensive outline of Fa hua hsiian i, pp. 159-163). From here to the 
end of the Fa hua hsilan i Chih-i discusses the unique teachings and 
meaning of the Lotus SiUra. 

2. The teachings of the Buddha are different in different times and places 
in accordance with the capacity of the listener, but the basic underly­
ing intent and teaching of the Buddha is one. 

3. Ultimately illl correct practice is altruistic bodhisattva practice with the 
single ultimate goal of Buddhahood for all beings. 

4. In the MoJujpariniruii1J4 SUtra five hundred monks question Sariputra 
about the cause for being reborn in sa1f'Siira, and each give their under­
standing of the answer which led to their gaining of arhatship. Some 
said that ignorance and passion were the cause for rebirth in sa1f'Siira, 
others attributed it to attachment, the five desires, karma, and so forth. 
Sariputra asked the Buddha which of these five hundred monks was 
right, and the Buddha answered that "None are incorrect." See T. 12, 
820b2-19; Yamamoto III, 868-869. 

5. In the eighth chapter of the Vimalakirtinirdesa SiUra on the subject of 
non-duality, thirty-one bodhisattvas (MafijuSri makes the thirty-second) 
each expound on their understanding of "entry into the doctrine of 
non-duality" (iidvaya-dharmamukhapravesa). MafijuSri praises them all, 
saying that they have "all spoken well." However, Mafijusri adds the 
criticism that since they have all used words to describe their under­
standing of non-duality, their explanations still imply duality. There 
follows the famous scene where Mafijusri asks Vimalakirti his opinion 
of non-duality, and Vimalakirti remains silent, thus perfectly "express­
ing" the meaning of non-duality. See T. 14, 550~551a; see also Sara 
Boin's English translation of Lamotte's EEnseignement de Vimalakirti, 
1976, 188-203. 

6. The Shakusen kiigi refers to the Ta chih tu lun "section 48-3" (T. 25, 
402a?) but I was unable to find a corresponding passage. See Bukkyo 
taikei-I, 421. 

7. Meditation based on counting one's breaths. In China it was usually 
considered a "Hinayana" type meditative technique. 
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8. This phrase is used often by Chih-i to describe the ultimate "unat­
tainability" of the goal of practice. Since all is empty of eternal substan­
tial Being, there is no thing to be attained. Another interpretation or 
use of this phrase is that what is being described is beyond concep­
tualization, i.e. one cannot grasp conceptually where these dharmas 
originate, where they go, what they are, and so forth, because they are 
empty. 

9. Or, "the principle of practice." 
10. GUJ;labhadra was a Brahman from central India who came to China in 

the early fifth century A.D. See biography in the Kao seng chuan, T. 
50, 340a-342b. This quote is found near the end of his biography on 
342a21. 

11. T.25, 19Oc3. The verse continues with, "Different terms are applied in 
accordance with the capacity of sentient beings." Lamotte, in his French 
translation of Le Ttaitl de La Grande Venu de Sagesse 1949, Vol. 2, 1062, 
has: 

La Prajfia est un Dharma unique, 
Auquelle Buddha applique toutes sortes de noms; 
Selon les capacitk des etres, 
II lui applique des vocables differents. 

12. See the section of the MahiiParinirvaT}4 Satra which expands on the 
meaning ofliberation, T. 12, 632a26-635c8; Yamamoto I, 115-130. 

13. See the Mahiiparinirva'T}-a Satra, T. 12, 810b8-12; Yamamoto III, 830. 
14. See the parable of the burning house in the Lotus Sfltra, T. 9, 14c17-

18; Hurvitz, Lotus Sfltra, 71. 
15. See the parable of the burning house in the Lotus Satra, T. 9, 15a13; 

Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 74. 
16. A term used often in the Ta chih tu tun, Lotus Satra, and T'ien-t'ai phi­

losophy to refer to the positive aspects of reality. See the section in the 
second chapter of the Lotus Satra on "Expedient Means," T. 9, 5a-b; 
Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 22ff. Or, in the introduction to the Lotus Sfltra, 
"The doctrine of the reality-marks of the dharmas 8tlt"U~* I have al­
ready preached to you" (Hurvitz, Lotus Sfltra, 19). 

17. Another important phrase in the chapter on "Expedient Means" in the 
Lotus Satra. See T. 9, 7a-b; Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 30ff. 

18. These are tasks assigned to the prodigal son by his rich father to help 
him mature. See the parable of the prodigal son in the Lotus Satra; 
Hurvitz, Lotus Sfltra, 87, T. 9, 16b-17. 

19. Ekabhilmi. This refers to the one earth which acts as the basis for the 
growth of various plants and trees. See the parable of medicinal herbs 
in the fifth chapter of the Lotus Satra, T. 9, 19b5. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 
101-102 translates as follows: "A thick cloud spreads out, covering the 
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whole thousand-millionfold world and raining down on every part of 
it equally at the same time, its infusions reaching everywhere. The grass 
and trees, the shrubs and forests, and the medicinal herbs-whether of 
small roots, stalks, branches, and leaves, or of middle-sized roots, stalks, 
branches, and leaves, or of large roots, stalks, branches, and leaves­
and also all trees, great and small, whether high, intermediate, or low, 
all receive some of it. Everything rained on by the same cloud in keep­
ing with its nature gains in size, and its blossoms and fruit spread out 
and bloom. Though produced by the same earth -:ttl!, and moistened 
by the same rain, yet the grasses and trees all have their differences." 

20. Another phrase from the fifth chapter of the lJJtus SUtra: T. 9, 20b22. 
Hurvitz, lJJtus Satra, 109, translates the context as follows: "Kasyapa, 
let it be known that, when by invoking causes and conditions and a va­
riety of parables I demonstrate the Buddha Path, this is my expedient 
device. The other Buddhas are also this way. Now, for your sakes, I 
preach the most true reality :Ill ••... " 

21. Another name for the ultimate goal of Buddhahood or nirvd~. Used 
to refer to the goal of the travellers in the parable of the magical castle, 
lJJtus Satra chapter seven, T. 9, 26a24. Hurvitz, lJJtus Satra, 148, trans­
lates, "There is a great multitude wishing to traverse this road to ar­
rive at a cache of precious jewels." 

22. This refers to the parable of the jewel sown in the poor friend's coat, 
in chapter eight of the lJJtus SUtra, T. 9, 29a. Hurvitz, lJJtus SatTa, 164-
165 translates this section as follows: "There is a man who arrives at 
the house of a close friend, where he gets drunk on wine, then lies 
down. At that time, his friend, having official business, is on the point 
of going away, when he sews a priceless jewel into the interior of the 
first man's garment and departs, leaving it with him. The first man, 
laid out drunk, is unaware of anything. When he has recovered, he sets 
out on his travels, then reaches another country, where he devotes 
every effort to the quest for food and clothing. He suffers such hardship 
that he is content with however little he may get. Then his friend, en­
countering him by chance, speaks these words to him: i\las, Sir! How 
can you have come to this for the sake of mere food and clothing? Once, 
I, wishing to afford you comfort and joy, as well as the natural satisfac­
tion of your five desires, in such-and-such a year, on a certain day ofa 
certain month, sewed a priceless jewel into the inside of your garment. 
Surely it is still there. Yet you, not knowing of it, have suffered pain 
and grief in quest of a livelihood. How foolish you have been! Now you 
need only take this jewel, exchange it for what you need and have 
things always as you wish, suffering neither want nor shortage.' The 
Buddha is also thus .. ." 

23. A phrase from the eleventh chapter of the Lotus SatTa, T. 9, 32b28-29. 
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Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 183, translates the context: "How excellent, 0 
Sakyamuni, 0 World-Honored One, that with great undifferentiatingwis­
dom you can teach the bodhisattva-dharma, that you can preach to the 
great multitudes the Scripture of the Blossom of the Fine Dharma, 
which Buddhas keep protectively in mind." 

24. All of these concepts, phrases, and parables illustrate the idea that al­
though reality is verbally and conceptually differentiated on a conven­
tionallevel, it is ultimately One. 

25. Implied is the idea that if the Sutras have been preached by different 
Buddhas, then it is natural that the teachings are different. 

26. Could also be translated as "literal," or "temporary." This is a techni­
cal term used in T'ien-t'ai philosophy to classify the contents of vari­
ous scriptures and teachings, and refers to the Tripitaka, Shared, and 
Distinct Teachings which are taught according to appropriate condi­
tions. 

27. This is the counterpart to the "suitable" teachings and refers to the 
teaching from the perfect viewpoint of the Lotus Siltra, which transcends 
the limited and conditional teachings of the Tripitaka, Shared, and Dis­
tinct Teachings. 

28. That is, all sentient beings differ in their capability to practice and at­
tain enlightenment. 

29. These phrases are from the parable of the prodigal son in chapter four 
of the Lotus Satra, T. 9, 17a15ff. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 87, translates the 
context as follows: "Then, on another day, through a window he saw 
the figure of his son, weak and emaciated, wasted away, grimy and 
soiled with dung, dirt, and dust. Straightway he removed his necklaces, 
his fine outer garments, and his ornaments, and put on instead a rough, 
torn, dirty tar-stained garment and, smearing dust over his body, took 
in his right hand a dung-shovel. Now frightful in appearance, he ad­
dressed his workmen: 'You men, work! You may not slacken!' by this 
means contriving to approach his son. Then he addressed him, saying: 
J\h, my man! Work here always, and do not go anywhere elsel I will 
increase your wages .... From now on you shall be like my own son'." 
This story illustrates, among aother things, the expedient meens of the 
Buddha Sakyamuni in leaving the bliss of enlightenment under the 
Bodhi tree to go and preach the Dharma at Deer Park. 

30. The meaning of this sentence is not clear, but I believe that it refers to 
the Tripitaka Teaching, since the next sentence refers to the other three 
Teachings. In other words, The Tripitaka interpretaion is suitable for 
certain people, namely the sravaka-types, as cleaning the toilet was a 
suitable job for the ignorant son at that time. Chih-i is saying that these 
expedient means should not be universalized. Not everyone needs to 
clean toilets and Hinayana sravaka practice is not appropriate for all. 
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31. T. 9, 6c19. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 28, translates the context as follows: 
"Cease, Cease! No need to speak. My dharma is subtle and hard to im­
agine. Those of overweening pride, if they hear it, shall surely neither 
revere it nor believe in it." 

32. This refers to Huei-kuan ~u., a disciple of Kumarajiva. According to 
his biography in the Kao seng chuan, T. 50, 368b--c, Hui-kuan wrote a 
treatise on "The Gist of the Lotus SiUra" ?~.*f.!r¥ which Kumarajiva 
praised highly. This work is not extant except for the introduction 
preserved in the Ch'u san tsang chi chi, T. 55, 57a-b. 

33. Compare T. 55, 57a8. 
34. Quoted by Huei-kuan, T. 55, 57a9-10. See the parable of the burning 

house in the third chapter of the Lotus SiUra, T. 9, 15a7-8. 
35. Compare T. 55, 57a23-24. 
36. From the second chapter of the Lotus SiUra, T. 5c25. Hurvitz, Lotus 

Satra, 23, translates this as "These dharmas cannot be demonstrated; 
words, which are only signs, are quiescent in them." 

37. Huei-chi was a Dharma Master who wrote a commentary on the Lotus 
satra in three chuan. See biography in Kao sing chuan, T. 50, 379a-b. 

38. The three distinct ways of gaining enlightenment for the three vehicles, 
i.e. the four noble truths for sravakas, the truth of conditioned co-aris­
ing (pratil.yasamutptida) for pratyekabuddhas, and the six paramitd for 
bodhisattvas. 

39. The three goals ofarhatship, pratyekabuddha, and bodhisattva. 
40. It is not clear whether this refers to one Master or many. It may refer 

to a specific master from the North, or in general to the masters of the 
DaiabhUmilt.a Satra Sastra, the Ti-Iun scholars. 

41. This refers to Fa-yiin (467-529), one of the three major scholars of the 
Liang period. For details see chapter 8. 

42. Chih-i is refering to Fa-yiin's major commentary on the Lotus Satra, 
the Fa hua i chi ~.~~C, see T. 33, 572c-574a. See especially 572c14ff. 
Chih-i now gives a summary of Fa-yiin's interpretation ofmiao and the 
Lotus Satra. 

43. Compare Fa-yiin's original in the Fa hua i chi, T. 33, 573a24-29. 
44. The Shakusen kOgi identifies this as a teaching of the Ch'eng shih lun 

scholars. See Bukkyii Tailt.ei, Fa hua hsiLan i I, 445. 
45. ~:IL~i£filL the ninth of nine stages of severing delusions wherein one 

is no longer obstructed by delusions. According to the Abhidharma­
mahavib~ii, Sastra, these stages are also called anantara-marga ~ra'ili: . 
See note 53. 

46. Compare Fa-yiin's original in the Fa hua i chi, T. 33, 573129-b3. 
47. Chih-i refers to a four-tiered classification of all delusions of mistaken 

views and attitudes: 
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~ -1;1JfHi!!. : all deluded views in the triple world. 
l':k;l:f!!i!!. : all deluded attitudes in the realm of desire. 
&:i:fHi!!. : all deluded attitudes in the realm of form. 
fi~f!!t!!: all deluded attitudes in the realm offormlessness. 

48. Compare Fa-yiin's original in the Fa hUll. i chi, T. 33, 573b3-9. 

287 

49. 1it?Al!~irt: These positive aspects of nimitl4 and the Tathagata is one of 
the major themes of the Mahiiparinimitl4 SiUra, and these four char­
acters appear often in its pages. See, for example, the fourth chapter 
on the long life of the Tathagata, T. 12, 622a. 

50. Compare Fa-yiin's original in the Fa hUll. i chi, T. 33, 573bI2-20. 
51. See the parable of the magical castle in chapter seven of the Lotus Satra, 

T. 9, 25c26ff, Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 148ff. The parable concerns a great 
multitude traveling a difficult road to a "place of treasures." They tire 
en route but their enlightened guide conjures up a magical castle in 
the distance, the sight of which encourages the people to continue their 
journey. 

52. Compare Fa-yiin's original in the Fa hUll. i chi, T. 33, 573b2O-c1. 
53. According to the Abhidharma-mahavibhi4il Sastra, the three realms of 

desire, form, and formlessness each have nine levels which involve vari­
ous deluded views and attitudes. The path of severing these delusions 
is called the anantara-marga, and attaining the severance of these 
delusions is called vimukti-maTga. See T. 27, 31Sa. 

54. The meaning of this sentence is not clear, and I was unable to find an 
exact corresponding passage in Fa-yiin's Fa hUll. i chi. 

55. Compare Fa-yiin's original in the Fa hUll, i chi, T. 33, 573al-9. 
56. I.e. nirodtl4. See notes 21 and 51 on the parable of the magical city. 
57. The four levels which include all deluded views and attitudes, plus the 

level of fundamental ignorance. See note 47. 
58. Since the Shared Teaching emphasizes emptiness, Chih-i is here criticiz­

ing Seng-chao and Kumarajiva, and indirectly the Sanlun scholars, for 
a singleminded emphasis on the emptiness doctrine. 

59. Since Fa-yiin is the most eminent interpreter of the Lotus Siltra, Chih­
i concentrates on him and considers a thorough criticism of Fa-yiin to 
include all other interpreters of the Lotus Satra. 

60. I could not locate the exact quote, but see the Ta chih tu lun, T. 25, 
389c16, "By riding on the Great Vehicle one attains all wisdom and 
turns the Dharma-wheel." At this point Chih-i is introducing the Four 
Categories of Oneness /m-, that teaching, practice, persons, and reality 
are all one integrated unity. This first quote supports the category of 
"The Oneness of Teachings" ~- . 

61. The ViSe~acinta-brahmapariPrcchd SatTa, T. 15, 33-62, is a Mahayana text 
translated by Kumarajiva in A.D. 402. It emphasizes the non-duality of 
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sa1f'Sara and nimi~, the unity of all dharmas, and the positive aspects 
of reality. This quote is found among ten verses on the "universal prac­
tice" !an- of the bodhisattvas. The closest verse to the phrase quoted 
by Chih-i is in T. 15, 37c23-25: "To clearly understand all dharmas, 
without doubting that there is no differentiation between the Path and 
the anti-path, and the mind of passion; this is the universal practice of 
the Boddhisattva." This quote by Chih-i illustrates the second category 
of the "Oneness of Practice" l-r- . 

62. The Shakusen /cOg; refers to the forty-fifth chuan of the old translation 
of the Avata1f'Saka SiUra, see T. 9, 683c19-684. This is the early section 
of the famous "Chapter on Entering the DharmadhiiJ:u" Aii~r5I, where 
it is emphasized that one does not physically, or any other way, actual­
ly go some other place in order to enter the dho:rmadhatu, that it is not 
necessary to leave the Jeta grove where Sakyamuni is preaching to 
reach the realm of perfection, that the realm of the Buddha and the 
realm of ordinary man, nirva~ and sa1f'Sara, are one. This illustrates 
the third category of the "Oneness of Persons" A - . 

63. This is the last phrase in "Vimalakirti's Homily on the Seat of Enlighten­
ment," T. 15, 542c15-543a5. The original passage in Kumarajiva's trans­
lation, T. 14, 543a4-5, is slightly different, which Boin, 98, translates 
as follows: "It is the seat of the complete penetration of all dharmas in 
a single instant of thought (citta~a'{'~ sarvadharmanirava§e~iidhi­
gamaM because it fully achieves omniscience (sarvajnajnanasamuda­
gamat}." This quote illustrates the fourth category of the "Oneness of 
Reality" J.!I! - • 

64. The Buddha-nature. Chih-i classifies the Buddha-nature into three cat­
egories, or three types of causes for attaining Buddhahood: the "direct 
cause" IE!!I$t1, that all beings are inherently endowed with the prin­
ciple or nature of the Tathagata. This corresponds to the role of the 
objective realm i1 in the attainment of Buddhahood. The "complete 
cause" T ~f~ii., the wisdom which illumines or realizes the inherent 
Buddha-nature. This corresponds to the role of wisdom ~ in the at­
tainment of Buddhahood. The "conditional causes" .~f~ii. , the con­
ditions, the practice of the Buddhist path, which bring about the 
realization of wisdom. This corresponds to the role of practice IT in the 
attainment of Buddhahood. See chart 7. 

In other words, Chih-i criticizes Fa-yiin for inconsistency in claiming 
that the teachings of the l.JJtus SiUra are "vast." Fa-yiin classifies the 
Mahaparinimi~ Satra, which clearly teaches the doctrine of the univer­
sal Buddha-nature, as superior to the l.JJtus SiUra, which does not clear­
ly teach the Buddha-nature as such. How, then, can he say that the 
teaching of the cause of Buddhahood in the l.JJtus Satra is "vast"? To 
be consistent, Chih-i is pointing out, Fa-yiin must then admit that the 
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teaching of the MaMpariniroaf}4 SiUTa is "more vast" and thus superior 
to that of the Lotus SfUra. For a more detailed discussion of Fa-yiin's 
position see chapter 8. 

65. "Causes for transciency, or finitude." 
66. See the chapter on "The Life-span of the Tathagata" in the Lotus SiUTa, 

T. 9, 42a29ff. The phrase "twice the above number" appears in T. 9, 
42c23; Hurvitz, Lotus SiUTa, 239, translates the context as follows: "In 
this way, since my attainment of Buddhahood it has been a very great 
interval of time. My life-span is incalculable asalpkhyeyakalpas, ever en­
during, never perishing. 0 good men! The life-span I achieved in my 
former treading of the bodhisattva path even now is not exhausted, for 
it is twice the above number." 

67. Chih-i's presentation of Fa-yiin's position does not exactly match Fa­
yiin's actual presentation in the Fa hua i chi, T. 572c-574a. See the dis­
cussion of Fa-yiin in chapter 8. 

68. Exemplified by the texts Chih-i has quoted above such as the Pancavi,,!,­
sati-sahasrikti-prajfuiparamit4 SiUTa, ViSe~acinta-brohmapariPrcchii SfUra, 
Avata'f!&SaM SfUra, and Vimalakminirdesa SfUra. 

69. This phrase in found in the Pancavi'f!&Jati-sahasrikti-prajnaparamit4 SfUra, 
T. 8, 286b28-29. It is also quoted in the 7a chill tu lun, T. 25, 468bl8-
19 and discussed on 469a~. 

70. See the Ta chill tu lun, T. 25, 347c23. The context reads: "All divine 
beings are not able to know that which is perceived by the divine eyesight 
of the bodhisattva. Why? Because bodhisattvas transcend the triple 
world and attain the body born of the dharma-nature, and thus attain 
the bodhisattva's ten powers." 

71. The Taisho text reads "stages" f:ll: , but this is probably an error for 
"practices" fT . 

72. This is from the opening paragraph of the Vimalakminirdesa SfUra, T. 
14, 537a22-23. Boin, 3-4, based on the Tibetan, has "anointed with 
the unction of the knowledge of the unequalled Buddhas [asamasama­
buddhajMnabh#eluibhi#kta]; approaching through their high resolve 
[adhyasaya], the ten powers [bala], the convictions [vaiSaradya] and the 
exclusive attributes of the Buddhas [avt'{'ikabuddhadharma]." 

73. From the chapter on inconceivable liberation (acintyavimo~atha), T. 25, 
547aI5-17. Boin, 150, has "the Maras who behave like Mara [that is, 
the Tempter] in the innumerable universes [aprameyaloluulhiitu] of the 
ten regions are [mostly] all bodhisattvas established in inconceivable 
liberation [acintyavimo~a]." 

74. Fa-yiin's writings concerning his classification system are not extant, 
except for some cryptic statements at the beginning of the Ta ch'eng i 
chi, T. 34, 572c3-13. Chi-tsang outlines them more clearly in his Fa hua 
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hsiian i, T. 34, 372al8-21. The context, as in this section of the Fa hua 
hsiian i, concerns the meaning of the term mUuJ. "Question: concern­
ing this term mUuJ, is the fruit of Buddhahood called mUuJ because it is 
eternal, or because it is not yet eternal? Answer: Fa-yiin of the Kuang­
chai-ssu says that it is transcient/finite ~1lt . The reason is that he clas­
sifies [the Buddha's] teachings into five time periods. Only the fifth 
period of the MahiiParinirviir;.a Satra has the teaching of eternal abid­
ing. The [other] four periods are all teachings oftransciency. The Lotus 
satra is the teaching of the fourth period. Therefore the Buddha-body 
[in the Lotus Satra] is one of transciency." This precisely is the position 
which Chih-i is attacking. 

75. Lit. "the person" A. 
76. The activity of the Buddha in saving sentient beings. 
77. See Ta chih tu [un, T. 25, 402c-409c and 735ff. 
78. The Shakusen kOgi identifies this quote as from section 43-20 of the Ta 

chih tu lun. There is a discussion of three types of worldly wisdom in T. 
25,370, but later these are dismissed as not measuring up to the high­
er wisdom of prajftiipiiramita. 

79. This quote is from the same section, "Introduction to the Doctrine of 
Non-Duality," quoted above, T. 14, 551al6-18. Boin, 194-195 has, 
"Knowledge [vidyii] and ignorance [avidyii] are two. Knowledge is of 
the same nature [svabiiva] as ignorance. However, this ignorance is un­
defined [avyiikrta], incalculable [asa1J1khyeya] and beyond the path of cal­
culation [sa1J1khyiimiirgiitikriinta]. Understanding this is entering non­
duality." 

80. This simile is from the Vimalakirtinirdesa Satra, T. 14, 548a25. Boin, 165, 
has" ... just as he who enters a Campaka wood does not smell the (un­
pleasant) odour of an Erax:t9a [castor-oil plant], but only smells the 
fragrance fgandha] of the Campaka [magnolia], so those who live in this 
house perfumed with the virtues of the Buddhadharma do not smell 
the scent of the Listeners [sravaka] or that of the pratyekabuddha." 

81. This refers to the story in the chapter on "Inconceivable Liberation" 
in the Vimalakirtinirdesa Satra, T. 14, 546a-b, where Vimalakirti mira­
culously fills his room with thirty-two hundred thrones to seat his 
numerous visitors. These thrones were "so high, so large, and so beau­
tiful that neither the bodhisattvas, nor the great Listeners [maha­
sravaka], nor the Sakras, nor the Brahmas, nor the Lokapalas, nor the 
Devaputras had ever seen or heard of anything like them before" (Boin, 
139). The great bodhisattvas could seat themselves on these thrones, 
but the beginner bodhisattvas first had to attain the five superknow­
ledges (abhijftii) by hearing the Dharma expounded by Vimalakirti, and 
the mahasravakas first had to increase their psychic powers by paying 
homage to the Tathagata Merupradiparaja. Boin, 140-141 translates 
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this section as follows: "As for the great Listeners [mahaSravaka], they 
were incapable of sitting on the thrones. Then the Licchavi Vimalakirti 
said to the Venerable Sariputra: Honorable Sariputra, sit down on these 
thrones then. -Sariputra replied: Worthy man, the thrones are too 
high, and too large: we cannot -sit on them. - Vimalakirti went on: 
Honorable Sariputra, then pay homage [namaskuntta] to the Blessed 
Tathagata Merupradiparaja and ask him to increase your psychic power 
[rddhibala]; then you will be able to sit down." 

82. This refers to the miracle of the flowers in the chapter on "The God­
dess" in the VimalaJcirlinirtUfa SiUra, T. 14, 547c-548a. Boin, 160-161, 
translates this section as follows: "Then a goddess [devil who lived in 
the house of Vimalakirti, having heard this teaching of the Law by the 
Bodhisattva Mahasattvas, was filled with astonishment: well-pleased, 
delighted, transported, she took on a gross material form and scattered 
heavenly flowers over these great Bodhisattvas and great Listeners. 
When she had cast them, the flowers that settled on the bodies of the 
Bodhisattvas fell to the ground, while those that settled on the bodies 
of the great Listeners remained clinging [sakta] there and did not fall 
to the ground. Then the great Listeners resorted to their psychic power 
to shake off these flowers; but the flowers did not fall away ... [Then 
the Devi said,] "Honorable Sariputra, look well on these Bodhisattva 
Mahasattvas: the flowers do not cling to them because they have dropped 
concepts and discriminations. Now look at the Listeners: the flowers 
cling to their bodies because they have not dropped all concepts and 
discriminations. " 

83. The Shaltusen IWgi identifies this phrase as being from section 25-21 of 
the Ta chih tu lun, but I was unable to locate the reference. A later sec­
tion, T. 25, 75Oc28-29 does make reference to the samddhi of unlimited 
visible forms and the samddhi of unlimited sensation, conceptualization, 
feelings, and consciousness. 

84. This reality, according to Fa-yiin, is finally and completely revealed in 
the Mahiiparinirua1J4 SiUra. 

85. I could not locate an exact equivalent, but the Pancavi"uati-sahasrika­
prajMparamita Satra has U PrajMpdramiUl is able to give birth to all the 
Buddhas" [T. 25. 549c4-5 and T. 8, 326b2-3]. The phrase "mother of 
the Buddha" ft-flJ: appears in the title of the previous chapter [T. 8, 
323a22]. 

86. This is probably a paraphrase of the opening part of the chapter "An­
tecedents and Transmissions of the Good Law" near the end of the 
VimalaJcirlinirde§a Satra, T. 556a2-3. Boin, 252, has "On other occasions, 
o Blessed One, I have heard, from the lips of the Tathagata and MaiijuSri 
the crown prince, several hundreds of thousands of interpretations of 
the Law, but I have never before heard an interpretation of the Law 
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as remarkable (00 maya. jiiJ:rJ tva,!, rilpo dho:,.,napo:ryayaIJ. §rutaparvo.Q) as 
this 'Teaching constituting the entry into the method of inconceivable 
wonder' (acintyavikurrJ41)4ooya-prave§anirde§a)." 

87. Physical eye, divine eye, eye of wisdom, Dharma-eye, and Buddha-eye. 
See note above. 

88. The fulfillment or full maturation of the Buddha-nature. 
89. This refers to the Buddha's supranormal power to lengthen or short­

en his life span for the benefit of sentient beings. For Chih-i's com­
ments on this and other similar supranormal powers, see Fa hua hsaan 
i, T. 33, 749c-751c. Fa-yiin makes reference to this supranormal power 
in his Fa hua i chi, T. 33, 573c1-9. In this section Fa-yiin says that the 
function of the Buddha as taught in the lAtus SiUra is superior to that 
of past texts because in the lAtus SiUra the Buddha utilizes his supranor­
mal powers to dwell on the Vulture Peak, and all other places, for im­
measurable eons. 

90. To Chih-i, the Buddha's power is used unconsciously and spontaneous­
ly, not deliberately or consciously. This is also the phrase used to de­
scribe the most perfect interpretation of the four noble truths. 

91. In other words, the purpose of this supranormal power is not merely 
to crudely lengthen one's life span, but includes the ability to attain 
Buddhahood and preach the Dharma. A power which merely lengthens 
one's lifespan is "crude." 

92. Either Chih-i is not telling us everything about Fa-yiin or is mis­
representing him, for I found no reference in Fa-yiin's writings where 
he claims that this supranormal power is one of merely extending one's 
lifespan. This last criticism of Fa-yiin seems to be an afterthought for 
it does not fit into the pattern of Chih-i's criticism. Perhaps its nature 
as an afterthought would explain why it is not well documented. 

93. A direct translation of this important phrase in T'ien-t'ai philosophy 
would read, "identically empty, identically conventional, identically mid­
dle," or "empty-as-is, conventional-as-is, Middle-as-is." It is one way in 
which Chih-i summarizes his concept of the threefold truth, which is 
the simultaneous aflimation of the emptiness (non- substantiality) of all 
dharmas ~ , their conventional or temporary existence 1J!l , and the 
identity and synonymous meaning of these two as the Middle Way g:r • 
Thus, as Chih-i proceeds to outline in the forthcoming sections, the 
correct understanding of reality (or the "ten dharma realms," or all 
phenomena, or the objective world), and it's "subtleness" is to under­
stand it as simultaneously empty of eternal, unchanging, substantial 
Being (svabhava), yet conventionally or provisionally existent. 

94. For they are all fundamentally empty and partake in the same nature 
of reality. 
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95. Lit, "horizontal" ~jt . Chih-i sometimes uses the phrase "neither verti­
cal nor horizontal" to mean that there are no vertical levels of supe­
riorityor inferiority with regard to reality and to illustrate the concept 
of "neither one nor different" or "neither unity nor differentiation." In 
other words, all of reality is one in that it is empty and partakes in the 
fundamentally same nature of reality. On the other hand, there are dif­
ferences of conventional existence, so the "oneness" of reality is not a 
homogenous, monistic "horizontal" sameness. This is illustrated in var­
ious ways, such as with the Sanskrit vowel ~ , or the Siddham o"owhich 
is "neither horizontal nor vertical." Another analogy utilized is the three 
eyes of MaheSvara which are arranged in a triangular formation : •. 
In the Mahiiparinirvii7J.a SatTa, T. 12, 616bll-17, these two analogies 
are used to illustrate the unity and differentiation of liberation, the 
Tathagata's Dharma-body, and prajilii-wisdom. 

96. They are differentiated as conventional existence. 
97. This is the phrase used in the Lotus SatTa to describe the Buddha's at­

tainment of enlightenment eon's ago in the incalculable past. See the 
chapter on "The life-span of the Tathagata" in the Lotus SatTa, T. 9, 
42c19-21. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 239 has "In this way, since my attain­
ment of Buddhahood it has been a very great interval of time. My life­
span is incalculable asarpkhyeyakalpas, ever enduring, never perishing." 

98. This phrase can be interpreted in many ways. An alternate paraphrase 
is "([he historical Buddha) was manifested conventionally on the basis 
(of his eternal Buddhahood)." * means "original" and "basis" as well 
as "beginning" and refers to the ground *tl!!. or basis of the original, 
eternal Buddha. Thus in the T'ien-t'ai tradition the last half of the Lotus 
SatTa is called the *r~ because it deals with the eternal Buddha. The 
first half ~~ , on the other hand, refers to the "trace" or manifesta­
tion of the eternal Buddha in this conventional, finite world, and his 
salvific activity with regard to sentient beings. Thus in the T'ien-t'ai 
tradition the first half of the Lotus SatTa is called the ~r~ for it deals 
with the activity of the historical Buddha in this world. For a discus­
sion of this issue and its historical background, see Alicia Matsunaga, 
The Buddhist Philosophy of Assimilation, Tokyo: Sophia University, 1969, 
especially pp. 104-120. 

99. In short, the Lotus SatTa deserves to be called subtle because it teaches 
the integrated unity and simultaneous emptiness and conventional ex­
istence of all reality, and especially of the eternality of the Buddha. 

100. The AValaf!1Saka SatTa. Here Chih-i is referring to the analogy of the 
Five Flavors. This analogy is from the Mahiiparinirvii7J.a SatTa where it 
compares the attainment of nirvii7J.a to five progressive stages in the 
refinement of milk. See Mahiiparinirvii7J.a SatTa, T. 12, 69Oc28-691a8; 
Yamamoto-I, 348. In T'ien-t'ai philosophy the analogy is used for the 
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stages in the development of the Buddha Dharma. The five flavors are 
milk !fL, cream ~, curds ~ft!, butter "~M , and ghee 1ifl!!NJ • These five 
flavors correspond to the "Five Periods" 1i8if in the T'ien-t'ai doctrinal 
classification scheme. 

101. This refers to Chih-i's fourfold classification of all Buddhist teachings. 
The first three "crude" categories refer to the three teachings of the 
Tripi!aka, Shared, and Distinct. The one subtle teaching is that of the 
Perfect Teaching. 

102. The Shared and Distinct Teachings. 
103. The Lotus SatTa. 
104. The Tien-t' ai classification of the fifty-two stages leading to B uddhahood 

within the Perfect Teaching in six interpenetrating levels. The six are 
as follows: 

1. f!~P : "Identity in the Principle of Reality." All things are 
inherently endowed with Buddha-nature and the integrated, 
underlying unity of the nature of reality. This is shared by 
all sentient beings, even those who have not heard the Bud­
dha-dharma. 

2. ~~~p : "Verbal Identity." The underlying unity of the 
Buddha's verbal teachings. With regard to the stages of at­
tainment it refers to those who have just heard the Buddha's 
teachings. 

3. IHr~P : "Identity in Contemplative Practice." The practice 
of contemplation. With regard to the stages of attainment 
it refers to the "Five Preliminary Grades" 1i~~H"i:!i:. 

4. fIHj;J.~P: "Identity in Outer Appearance." The attainment of 
Hinayana enlightenment which resembles true enlighten­
ment but is not the highest Buddhahood. Concretely it refers 
to the severance of all the obstacles of mistaken views and 
attitudes in the triple world. With regard to the stages of 
attainment it refers to the first ten stages of Faith +i§i:!i: . 

5. 5tm~p : "Identity of Partial Realization." The stages of at­
tainment from the levels of the Ten Abodes +1t to the stage 
just before final, ultimate enlightenment ~Jt{ft . 

6. ~lUP : "Ultimate Identity .. " The final stage of and ultimate 
culmination of perfect enlightenment. 

For details see Chappell, Tien-t'ai Buddhism, 160-161, and Hurvitz, 
Chih-i, 363-368. These six identities are also discussed in detail in the 
Mo ho chih kuan, T. 46, 10bff. See Donner 1976, 163-172 .. 

105. Chih-i's master, considered by the T'ien-t'ai tradition to be the second 
patriarch in the Tien-t'ai lineage. For details see chapter 8 and also 
Paul Magnin 1979. 
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106. A classification of all reality into the three aspects of sentient beings 
(representing phenomena in general), the Buddha (representing the 
state of perfection), and mind. The basis for Chih- i's analysis here must 
be his experience of practicing the an-lo-hsing ~~lT based on the four­
teenth chapter on "The Practice of Peace" of the Lotus SfUra under Hui­
ssu. See Hurvitz, Chih-i, 108-109. Hui-ssu's work on The Meaning of the 
Practice of Peace in the Lotus SfUra iMt~~~~lHt (Fa hua ching an 10 hsing) 
is extant in T. 46, 657-702. In this work, however, Hui-ssu emphasizes 
the dharma of sentient beings and their practice of Lotus SUtra con­
templation rather than the three dharmas of sentient beings, Buddha, 
and mind. Nevertheless there is a correspondance between this work 
and Chih-i's comments in so far as they often quote the same passages 
from texts such as the Lotus SUtra and the Mahilparinirvii:I.!,o, SUtra. This 
classification of reality is probably based on the verse in the Avat47flSalta 
SUtra, T. 9, 465c26-29: 

The mind, like an artist, 
Paints the various five aggregates. 
In the entire world 
There is no dharma which it does not produce. 
The Buddha also is like the mind, 
And like the Buddha, so are sentient beings. 
The mind, the Buddha, and sentient beings: 
These three are not distinct. 

107. This is a key phrase based on the chapter on "Expedient Means" in the 
Lotus SUtra, T. 9, 7a22-2B, which to Chih-i sums up the purpose of the 
eternal Buddha in manifesting himself in this world of sentient beings. 
Hurvitz, Lotus SfUra, 30, translates the section as follows. "The Bud­
dhas, The World-Honored Ones, for one great cause alone appear in 
the world. ~liriputra, what do I mean by 'The Buddhas, the World­
Honored Ones, for one great cause alone appear in the world'? The 
Buddhas, the World-Honored Ones, appear in the world because they 
wish to cause the beings to hear of the Buddha's knowledge and in­
sight and thus enable them to gain purity. They appear in the world 
because they wish to demonstrate the Buddha's knowledge and insight 
to the beings. They appear in the world because they wish to cause the 
beings to understand. They appear in the world because they wish to 
cause the beings to enter the path of the Buddha's knowledge and in­
sight." 

lOB. The reference is to the chapter on "The Merits of the Dharma-Preacher" 
in the Lotus SUtra, T. 9, 47c, which lists the benefits and virtues attained 
by one who practices the Lotus SiUra. Chih-i's interpretation of this pas­
sage is that of the fundamental unity of all the five eyesights, from 
physical eyes to Buddha-eye, as inherently possessing the ability of the 
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Buddha's eyesight, or the Buddha's knowledge and insight. The Lotus 
Satra itself, however, does not explicitly state this. Rather, as Hurvitz's 
translation shows, it is distinguishing between the abilities of the vari­
ous kinds of eyesight while emphasizing the powers of physical eyesight 
which can be attained by one who practices the Lotus Satra. 

Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 264-265, has: "If any good man or good woman 
shall accept and keep this Scripture of the Dharma Blossom, whether 
reading it, reciting it, interpreting it, or copying it, that person shall 
attain eight hundred virtues of the eye ... by means of which virtues 
he shall adorn his six faculties, causing them all to be pure. That good 
man or woman, with the pure eye of flesh engendered by father and 
mother, shall see all mountains and forests, rivers and seas, both inner 
and outer .... He shall thoroughly see and thoroughly know the causes 
and conditions, the fruits and retributions, of the being's deeds and 
places of birth .... This man shall attain eight hundred! Virtues dis­
tinguishing his eye/ With which adorned! His eye shall be very pure.! 
With the eye engendered by father and mother/ He shall thoroughly 
see the thousand-millionfold world/ Its inner and outer mounts Meru! 
. . . Everyone of them, shall he see.! Though he may not yet have 
aquired a divine eye/ Such shall be the power of his fleshly eye." This 
same passage is refered to in Hui-ssu's Fa hua ching an w hsing, T. 46, 
69&20--24: "If a person accepts the Lotus Satra, chanting it and cul­
tivating [its teachings], ... one will perfect the four kinds of subtle 
practices of Peace ~j>*~HT , attain the six supranormal powers, and the 
eyes engendered by father and mother will be pure and eternal eyes. 
When this eyesight is attained, that person can know the realm of all 
Buddhas." 

109. See Mahiiparinirvii1J4 Satra, T. 12, 397b25; Yamamoto I, 138. This is in 
contrast to the sravaka, who merely has physical eyes even though he 
may have the powers of divine eyesight. 

110. The Angulimiilika Satra ~m!fUfU~, T. 2, No. 120, contains the story of 
Angulimala who attempted to kill a thousand people. The Buddha was 
to be his one thousandth victim, but Angulimala was converted by the 
Buddha and became his disciple instead. The Satra teaches the swift 
attainment of enlightenment rather than gradual attainment through 
stages. This quote is found in a string of verses in which the same thing 
is said for all the six senses: see T. 2, 531c24. The original is slightly 
different: "The so-called sight organ! when it is the Tathagata's, is eter­
nal/ and has achieved clear insight/ complete with no decrease or loss." 
This section is also quoted and discussed in the Fa hua ching an w hsing 
of Hui-ssu, T. 46, 699c6. 

111. I could not locate this phrase in the Pancavi1[1Sati-sahasrilui-prajna­
paramitii Satra, but it is also quoted in the Fa hua ching an w hsing by 
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Hui-ssu, T. 46, 699bl-2. 
112. In other words, there is no substantial Being to be seen or grasped, 

since all dharmas are empty. I could not locate this exact quote, but 
the Paficavi~ati-sahasriJuj-pra.jMparamita SUtra, T. 8, 333c. and the Ta 
chih tu [un, T. 25, 559b, contain a whole list of statements with this pat­
tern, referring to everything from the five skandha and the paramita to 
delusions and illusions, all of which are the content of "all dharmas," 
and all of which are unattainable, ungraspable, non-arising, and so 
forth, thus illustrating the emptiness of all dharmas. 

113. This ambiguous compound refers, as the following statements make 
clear, both to the Buddha-dharma as the teaching of the Buddha, and 
the Buddha himself and what it means to be a Buddha, such as his 
good qualities and activity in the world. 

114. This well-known phrase from the chapter on "Expedient Means" in the 
Lotus SUtra, T. 9, 6c19, is quoted often by Chih-i to express the subtlety 
and ultimate inexpressibility of the Buddha-dharma. Hurvitz, Lotus 
SUtra, 28, has "Cease, cease! No need to speak. My dharma is subtle 
and hard to imagine." 

115. Another twofold categorization by Chih-i of teachings, wisdom, and 
reality, the details of which would involve another complete analysis of 
T'ien-t'ai philosophy. See Fukushima 1978/5, 1~22. In many ways the 
first corresponds to the conventional truth (samvrtisatya) and the "real" 
corresponds to the supreme truth (fJaramiirthasatya). Chih-i discusses 
the content of these terms in more detail in the next section. 

116. This phrase is also from the chapter on "Expedient Means," T. 9, 5c20. 
Hurvitz, Lotus SUtra, 23, has "Those dharmas profound and subtle, hard 
to see and hard to understand .... " 

117. This quote preceeds the above quote in the Lotus SUtra by a few lines, 
T. 9, 5el6. Hurvitz, Lotus SUtra, 23, has "(Among) all varieties ofliving 
beings, none can know the Buddha." 

118. This phrase occurs between the above two quotes in the Lotus SUtra, T. 
9, 5el8. Hurvitz, Lotus SUtra, 23, translates the context as "As to the 
Buddha's strengths (bal4), his sorts of fearlessness (vaiSaradya), his 
deliverances (vimo~a), and his samtidhi, as well as the other dharmas of 
a Buddha, none can fathom them." 

119. This quote appears immediately preceding the above quotes from the 
Lotus SUtra, T. 9, 5ell, and is another favorite ofChih-i. Hurvitz, Lotus 
SUtra, 22, has "Concerning the prime, rare, hard-to-understand dhar­
mas, which the Buddha has perfected, only a Buddha and a Buddha 
can exhaust their reality .... " 

120. An abridged form of verses from the Lotus SUtra, T. 9, 37el7-19. See 
Hurvitz, Lotus SUtra, who translates the entire context as follows: 
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If in a quiet place 
One perfects and coLUcts one's thoughts, 
Dwelling securely and unmoving 
As if one were Mount Sumeru itself, 
Observing that all dharmas 
Have nothing whatsoever, 
Being quite like empty space; 
That they have nothing firm or solid, 
Being unborn, unemerging, 
Unmoving, unreceding, 
Ever dwelling in one mark, 
This is called the place of approach. 

121. A quote from the chapter on "The Preachers of Dharma" in the Lotus 
SUlra, T. 9, 3Oc5. Hurvitz, Lotus SUlra, 174, translates: "If any like these 
in the Buddha's presence hears a single gatha or a single phrase of the 
Scripture of the Blossom of the Fine Dharma, or devotes to it a single 
moment of rejoicing, I hereby confer on him a prophecy that he shall at­
tain anuttarasamyaksaIJIbodhi." 

122. Samantabluulra-bodhisattva-dhyanacaryadharma SUtra?; T. 9, No. 277. This 
Sutra is considered by the T'ien-t'ai tradition to be the "closing" Sutra 
of the threefold Lotus SUlra. It contains instructions on the contempla­
tion of the bodhisattva Samantabhadra. 

123. T. 9, 392c24-25. Karo, et a1. 1975,363, has "As one's own mind is void 
of itself, sin and blessedness have no existence. In like manner all the 
laws are neither fixed nor going toward destruction. If one repents like 
this, meditating on his mind, there is no mind he can seize. The law 
also does not dwell in the law." 

124. T. 9, 391a3. I am not sure what Chih-i intends by quoting this phrase. 
The context is speaking of purifying the six senses, after which the 
practitioner "will have joy of body and mind and freedom from evil 
ideas, and will tkvou himself to this Law so that he can conform to it." 
Karo,354. 

125. From the opening section of a discourse on the non-substantial exis­
tence of the Tathagata in the Vimalakirtinirde§a SUlra, T. 14, 554b28-
555a2. Boin, 238, translates the context as follows: "Then the Blessed 
One said to the Licchavi Vimalakirti: Son of good family, now that you 
have come here to see the Tathagata, how do you see him? This hav­
ing been said, Vimalakirti replied to the Blessed One: Blessed One, 
now that I see the Tathagata, I see him as if there were nothing to see." 

126. This quote is found among the questions of Manjusri for Vimalakirti 
in the Vimalakirtinirde§a SUtra, T. 14, 544c6-7. Boin translates, "Where 
is the deliverance of the Tathagatas found? (Vimalakirti answers) It is 
found in the first thought activity (cittapurvacarita) of all beings." This 
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translation is based on the Tibetan. Boin notes that the Chinese trans­
lations of Kuma raj iva and Hsiian-tsang have "in the activity of the mind 
of all beings." 

127. T. 9, 465c29. See note 106. 
128. Compared to the previous phrase from the AvataTf'Saka satra which is 

quoted verbatim, Chih-i takes liberties in paraphrasing this quote. The 
original in T. 9, 624a 6--12 reads, "These scrolls of Sutras in the great 
trichiliocosm exist within one minute particle of dust. All of the min­
ute particles of dust are also likewise. At one time there was a person 
who appeared in the world who achieved penetrating wisdom, com­
pleted and perfected the pure divine eyesight, and perceived these 
scrolls of Sutras in a minute particle of dust. He then had the follow­
ing thought ~ , 'How can these vast and great scrolls of Sutras exist 
in a minute particle of dust, yet not benefit sentient beings? I should 
diligently use expedient means to destroy these minute particles of dust 
and benefit sentient beings.' At that time this person used expedient 
means to destroy the particle of dust and extracted these scrolls ofSutras 
to benefit sentient beings." In the original sutra the word "mind" ,I:' is 
not used, and seems to be making quite a different point than that pro­
posed by Chih-i. Chih-i was quoting this phrase to support his conten­
tion that the mind is subtle, and this phrase supports this concept only 
insofar as the AvataTf'Saka SiUra in general teaches the identity of mind 
and objects. In that sense the mind and the particle of dust are one, 
and "destroying a particle of dust" or "destroying the dust-like obstruc­
tions of the mind" to reveal the (meaning of?) scrolls of Sutras can be 
interpreted as meaning the same thing. A translation of Chih-i's para­
phrase which would be more consistent with the original AvataTf'Saka 
SUtra passage would read, "Destroying the mind and minute particles 
of dust, the SOtra scrolls of the trichiliocosm appear." 

129. T. 25, 276b10. Lamotte, Ta chih tu lun IV, 1939, has "Tout ce qui existe 
dans Ie triple monde (traidhiituka) est fait par la penSee (citta)." 

130. See the Ta chih tu lun, T. 25, 259b25. Lamotte, Ta chih tu tun IV, 1749, 
has: 

Pour qui recherche la vision correcte, 
II ny a que les noms et formes. 
Celui qui veut juger et connaitre en verite 
Ne connaitra lui aussi que les noms et formes. 

Lamotte also refers to the AUhakavagga of the Suttanipata, v. 909, 177; 
see T. 4, 183b3-4. 

131. Hurvitz, Chih-i, 283, explains "warmth" as "the immaterial substance 
posited by the Sarvastivada as passing from one incarnation to the next." 
See various passages in the Agama such as in the Sa7!lyuktagama, T. 2, 
69a25, and the Wu-yin pi-yil ching 1i~~P~~~, T. 2, 501 b25. 
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132. This classification is based on the chapter on "Expedient Means" in the 
Lotus SiUra as translated by Kumarajiva (f. 9, 5c11-13), which, as Hur­
vitz points out, is so different from the extant Sanskrit that he devotes 
a long note to discussing the differences (Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 349-
350). Hurvitz translates this section as follows: "Concerning the prime, 
hard-to-understand dhannas, which the Buddha has perfected, only a 
Buddha and a Buddha can exhaust their reality, namely, the suchness 
of the dhannas, the suchness of their marks, the suchness of their na­
ture, the suchness of their substance, the suchness of their powers, the 
suchness of their functions, the suchness of their causes, the suchness 
of their conditions, the suchness of their effects, the suchness of their 
retributions, and the absolute identity of their beginning and end." 
This is a prime example of the importance and influence of Kuma raj iva's 
translations for the development of T'ien-t'ai and Chinese Buddhist 
thought. For details see chapter 8. 

133. This "triple reading" works much better, of course, in the original Chi­
nese where one can merely shume around the order of the three char­
acters. 

134. Thus this triple reading reflects the threefold truth. To understand 
reality while emphasizing its "suchness" is to emphasize the emptiness, 
or lack of substantial Being, of all dharmas. To understand reality while 
emphasizing it's individual conventional characteristics is to emphasize 
the conventional existence of dharmas. To understand reality as it truly 
is, is to realize the simultaneous emptiness and conventional existence 
of all dharmas as the middle path. 

135. That is, neither monistic, blase oneness nor fundamental differentiation. 
136. The three aspects of emptiness, conventional, and middle? 
137. A reference to the verse version of this section, T. 9, 5c23- 25, which 

Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 23, translates: 
As to such great fruits and retributions as these, 
Such varied doctrines of nature and marks, 
I and the Buddhas of the ten directions 
Are the only ones who can know these things. 
These dharmas cannot be demonstrated; 
Words, which are only signs, are quiescent in them. 

138. Therefore the term "great" can apply to both the tentative and real. 
139. But the MaMpo:rinirv47J4 Satra says that all people possess the Buddha­

nature. 
140. But, for example, the bodhisattva AvalokiteSvara manifests himself in 

this world in thirty-three ways. 
141. In contrast to wisdom, it has no basis in reason or reality. 
142. The fundamental equality of all dharmas as empty of substantial Being 
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corresponds to the first aspect of the threefold truth. 
143. The distinctness of conventional existence corresponds to the second 

aspect of the threefold truth. 
144. The ultimate identity of all dharmas corresponds to the third aspect of 

the threefold truth, the middle. 
145. The dha:rmadMtu is not based on anything outside of itself since it is 

the basis and the entire whole of reality itsel£ 
146. Here begins an attempt, less successful than with the ten suchnesses, 

to give a "triple reading" to the three characters "ten dharma realms" 
+iiW . If one emphasizes the underlying and common "dharma realm" 
rather than its ten distinctive aspects, this emphasizes the common 
emptiness of all dharmas. For details see BuItAyiJ taiJr.ei I, 517. 

147. If one emphasizes the ten distinct realms rather than their underlying 
unity, this emphasizes their conventional existence. 

148. To take all three together and emphasize their unity is to emphasize 
the meaning of the middle. 

149. The implied answer to both of these questions is "none." There is no 
dharma outside of the one total reality, and there is no wisdom which 
is not aroused through contemplation of this one reality. This world of 
our experience is itself the sum total of reality, and complete Buddha 
wisdom is attained here and now. 

150. A phrase from the Lotus SatTa, T. 9, 5ell, already quoted more than 
once: "Only Buddhas can completely exhaust the true aspects of reality" 
[or, "all dharmas" ~fti!Jrfl3]. 

151. See previous note. 
152. From the same section of the Lotw SatTa as the above quotes; see T. 9, 

5b26. Hurvitz, Lotw Satra, 22, translates: "The Buddhas' wisdom is 
profound and incalculable. The gateways of their wisdom are hard to 
understand and hard to enter, so that no voice-hearer or pratyekabud­
dha can know them ... " 

153. In this passage from the chapter on "Expedient Means," T. 9, 9c6, the 
Buddha is speaking of the content of his enlightenment under the 
Bodhi Tree and his enjoyment of it for three weeks. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 
43, translates: "Throughout three weeks! I thought such thoughts as 
these:! 'The wisdom I have gained! is the first among subtle things'." 

154. See T. 9, 5b25-c14: Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 22-23. 
155. See T. 9, 7a-b, Hurvitz, Lotw SatTa, 29-31. 
156. The "burning house" refers to the analogy in the "Parable" chapter of 

the Lotus SatTa, T. 9, 12b, in which a father entices his sons to flee from 
their burning house by promising them three wonderful carts. When 
the children emerge from the burning house the father gives them one 
splendid cart. This is analogous to the Buddha teaching the doctrine 
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of the three vehicles, when in reality the sole goal for all is the one 
vehicle of Mahayana. See Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 58ff. 

157. The fourth chapter of the Lotus SiUra; see T. 9, 16b7ff and Hurvitz, 
Lotus SiUra, 84ff. 

158. See the parable of the rich father and his lost son in the chapter on 
"Faith and Understanding," T. 9, 16b25ff, Hurvitz, Lotus SiUra, 85ff. 
The story tells of a rich father who discovers his poor long-lost son and 
the father's efforts and skillful means used to help his son realize his 
true nature. See note 29. This is analogous to the Buddha's skillful 
means and activity in leading sentient beings to realize their true na­
ture as potential Buddhas, or sons of the Buddha. 

159. See the fifth chapter of the Lotus SiUra (T. 9, 19a14ff; Hurvitz, 101fl) 
which contains the parable of the rain falling equally on all grass and 
trees. The plants utilize this rain each according to their own capacity, 
as sentient beings each learn from the Buddha's teaching according to 
their capacity to understand.' See note 19. ' 

160. See the parable of the magical castle in chapter seven of the Lotus SiUra; 
see T. 9, 22a18ffand Hurvitz, 13Off. 

161. The Buddha completely understands all there is to know about reality. 
162. Or, there is no error in him. 
163. See Angulimalika Satra, T. 2, 512-543, and note 110. 
164. The highest of the four dhyana stages within the so-called twenty-five 

realms of existence. This is a high level of attainment reached through 
contemplation or trance-like states, and refers to the state of attainment 
just below that of a "non-returner." For details on these stages and 
trance-like states see Hurvitz, Chih-i, 339-342. 

165. Hurvitz, Chih-i, 293ff, gives an abridged paraphrase of the following 
section which is probably more readable and easier to understand than 
the original, but I have given a complete translation. 

166. A cause which brings about a result similar to the cause, such as good 
thoughts causing more good thoughts. Hurvitz, Chih-i, 294, identifies 
this term with the Sanskrit vipakahetu, which Hsiian-tsang translates as 
IPlUi~ . 

167. Indirect or conditional causes. 
168. A result which is the same as its cause, such as an evil thought result­

ing in more evil thoughts. Hurvitz, Chih-i, 294, identifies this term with 
the Sanskrit n~ndaphala. 

169. Lit. the place to which they return and the place to which they tend, 
that is, the integration of all in the reality of the ten dharma realms. 

170. It is not clear whether this refers to the three dharmas of sentient 
beings, Buddha, and the mind, or to the three truths of emptiness, con­
ventional existence, and the middle. The thrust ofChih-i's explanation 
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is the same in either case. 
171. See T. 12, 733c28-29; Yamamoto II, 514. This passage follows a long 

section which discusses the meaning of arising and non-arising ~:if'~ 
which Chih-i examines in more detail in his section of the Four Noble 
Truths. The immediate context reads: "0 good man! The dharmas of 
outflow (of passions, sasrava-dluJ:rma), at the time when they have not 
yet arisen, already have the nature of arising. Therefore they are able 
to arise. The dharmas of no outflow (of passions, aniisrava-dharma) fun­
damentally have no nature of arising. Therefore they are not able to 
arise." In other words, it is in the inherent nature of passions to arise 
and perish, but the lack of any passions has no "existence" and thus it 
makes no sense to talk of it as "arising" or "perishing." 

172. That is, unlike a clay or wooden image, they do have the nature which 
leads to birth in an evil destiny. 

173. Body and mind, rilpa-citta. 
174. This phrase is very vague in the original. It refers to the various un­

pleasant and undesirable "abilities" of those in the four destinies, which 
are a deviant and abusive utilization of abilities which should be used 
to help others and gain enlightenment. 

175. T. 12, 76Oa21-26. This is a paraphrase of the original which reads: "It 
is like when Devadatta wishes to make a wall he takes up mud and not 
colors; when he wishes to make a painting he gathers colors and does 
not take up grass and wood; in making a robe he takes up threads and 
does not take up mud and wood; in making a house he takes up mud 
and not threads. One can know the result of what one is able to make 
from what one takes up." 

176. This refers to the pursuit of satisfying one's desires whatever the cost. 
For example, people abuse their bodies and minds in a futile attempt 
to satisfy their appetites. 

177. T. 12, 655a22; Yamamoto I, 206-207. This passage is in the chapter 
"On Letters" in which each of the Sanskrit letters is given a doctrinal 
interpretation. At the beginning of the chapter (T. 12, 653c16f1) it is 
explained that the letters of the alphabet themselves are "half-words" ** , and though these form the basic foundation for all verbal com­
munication, it is only when they are put together to form words, called 
"complete words"l~::f: , that meaning and communication is possible. 
The passage in the MaMpariniroii1)4 SUtra says, "The meaning of ' half­
words' is the foundation for verbalizing all good dharmas. Therefore 
they are called 'half-words.' 'Complete words' refers to the foundation 
of verbalizing all good dharmas. It is like one who does evil deeds in 
the world is called half a person, and one who cultivated good practice 
is called a complete person." In T'ien-t'ai doctrine, the Hinayana teach­
ings are called "the teachings of half-words" **~. 
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178. Corresponding to the threefold truth. 
179. Lit., "middle-real-principle of reality-mind." This refers either to reality 

itself or to the mind which understands the true aspects of reality as 
the middle, i.e., simultaneously emply of substantial Being yet conven­
tionally existent. 

180. "White" (§uIt.la-dharma). 

181. The five virtues attained by one who is at the stage where he has noth­
ing more to learn _" (a.fa~a): the keeping of the precepts, concentra­
tion (samadhi), wisdom, liberation, and the knowledge and insight of 
liberation. See Taya et aI., BuItlt.,ogalr.ujiUn, 138b. In T'ien-t'ai doctrine 
this is recognized as the highest level of attainment by those of the 
Hinayana. 

182. The "practice of practice." This compound is used in contrast to the 
"practice of wisdom" ~HT. In the Tz'u Ii ,h'an min, T. 46, 535bl3-17, 
an earlier work ofChih-i, he defines these terms as follows: "There are 
two types of practice. The first is the practice of wisdom, and the sec­
ond is the practice of practice. . . . The practice of practice is so called 
because through this practice one conquers and destroys all passions. 
The second practice of wisdom consists of severing illusions concern­
ing reality through correct contemplation of the four noble truths, 
twelvefold conditioned co-arising, and true emptiness .... " 

183. The four results of stream winner, once-returner, one who will return 
to this samsaric existence no more, and the arhat. 

184. One with seven more rebirths. 
185. This refers to the passage in the chapter on the Bodhisattva Lion's 

Roar where the Mahiipariniroa1)4 Satra distinuishes between two kinds 
of adornment, that of wisdom ~. and virtues mlilf~; T. 12, 767b21-29. 
The passage reads: "There are two kinds of adornments. First, that of 
wisdom, and second, that of virtue. If there is a bodhisattva who is en­
dowed with these two adornments, he will know the Buddha-nature .. 
. . The adornment of wisdom refers to (the content of a bodhisattva's 
attainment from) the first to the tenth bodhisattva stage (bhUmi). The 
adornment of virtue refers to the paramit4 from that of charity to prajna­
wisdom, but does not include prajMparamit4. . . . The adornment of 
wisdom is that of all Buddhas and bodhisattvas. The adornment of vir­
tues is that of sravakas, pratyekabuddhas, and the bodhisattvas of (the 
stage of) the ninth Abode .... The adornment of virtue is conditioned, 
defiled 1fi},fi , has existence 1f1f , has resultant retribution, has obstruc­
tions, and is not eternal. It is a dharma of ordinary men. The adorn­
ment of wisdom is unconditioned, undefiled (anilsrava), does not exist, 
has no resultant retribution, is unobstructed, and is eternal." 

186. This position and terminology is reminiscent of, and probably based 
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on, the S'TimiJI4devi SiUra which, in the chapter on ekayana, points out 
that arhats and pratyekabuddhas have not put an end to their rebirths, 
not completely cultivated all virtues, have not accomplished what should 
be accomplished, and have not completely exhausted the delusions 
which need to be exhausted. It then posits (T. 12, 219c20f1) two kinds 
of death and rebirth: first, the ordinary death (and rebirth) of people 
in saf!lSiira 5t~ , and second the death (and rebirth) which is a trans­
formation beyond conceptual thought ~~;E, the undefiled rebirth of 
bodhisattvas in this world in order to save sentient beings. The Srimiila­
devi Siitra continues by making a distinction between latent and active 
passions. The sravakas and pratyekabuddhas sever the active passions, 
but they still have not severed the latent defilements of fundamental 
ignorance. 

187. See Hurvitz, Chih-i, 297-299, for a different interpretation and lengthy 
discussion of this section. 

188. The Tripitaka bodhisattva refers to the Hinayana bodhisattva, namely 
Sakyamuni in his previous lives, who is said to have practiced the six 
piirami14 for three immeasurable eons (asa1[1lrhyeyamahiikalpa), and so 
forth, until being reborn a final time to attain Buddhahood. See Chap­
pell, Tien-t'ai Buddhism, 105-107. 

189. The sixteen mental states, eight of patience }\.:g (~iintil}) and eight of 
wisdom J\ ~ , whereby mistaken views are severed, plus eighteen men­
tal states, the nine stages on the path towards having no obstructions 
iL~. (iinantarya-marga) and nine stages on the path to liberation iLMftlt 
(vimo~a-marga), whereby one's deluded attitudes are severed. See Hur­
vitz, Chih-i, 258. 

190. The stage of "Freedom from Desire" l£iixtt!!., the sixth of the ten bod­
hisattva stages (bhUmi). For details on the stages of the Shared Teach­
ing, see Chappell, Tien-t'ai7eachings, 120-121; Hurvitz, Chih-i, 361-362. 

191. In contrast to the bodhisattva of the Tripitaka Teaching, who keeps 
some defilement in order to be physically reborn in this world. 

192. An understanding of the various stages of attainment is required to un­
derstand what Chih-i is trying to say in such a brief space here. Hur­
vitz, Chih-i is almost entirely devoted to this topic and is recommended 
as prerequisite background. See also the chart on the various stages of 
the Fourfold Teachings and their correspondence in Sekiguchi Shin­
dai, 1977, Appendices, 50-51. 

193. In contrast to the contemplation of the Perfect Teaching which consists 
of a non-gradual, immediate insight into reality and the integrated 
threefold truth. 

194. In other words, they perceive the integrated nature of reality which 
consists of the ten dharma realms, and can control their movement 
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within these various destinies. 
195. The delusions which need to and can be severed by the bodhisattvas of 

the Distinct Teaching. i.e .• latent fundamental ignorance .lImit& and 
the so-called minute dust-like delusions which are "as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges River" ~r.9~ . The content of these dust-like 
delusions are not clear; they are merely defined as the subtle delusions 
which remain even after the more explicit delusions of mistaken views 
and attitudes are severed. These two types of delusions cannot be severed 
by sravakas. pratyekabuddha. or those of the Shared Teaching. 

196. In other words, some who have severed and mastered delusions, such 
as those of the Tripit.aka and Shared Teachings, have a passionate at~ 
tachment to the Buddha-dharma which leads to further rebirth. For 
details see Bulr.kyo taikei I, 577ff. 

197. A paraphrase from Vimalikirti's comments to Maitreya in the third 
chapter of the VimalakirtiniTtUfa SatTa, T. 9, 542bI5-16. Boin translates 
the context as follows: "The suchness of all beings [sarvasattvataihat4], 
the suchness of all dharmas. the suchness of all the holy ones, this is 
also your own suchness, 0 Maitreya ... suchness is not constituted of 
duality, is not constituted of multiplicity. Honourable Maitreya, the in­
stant that you reach supreme and perfect enlightenment, at that in­
stant, all beings also will reach that same enlightenment. And why? 
Because that enlightenment (bodhi] is already acquired [anubuddha] by 
all beings .... " 

198. The first of the three aspects of Buddha-nature. 
199. The second of the three aspects of Buddha-nature. 
200. The third of the three aspects of Buddha-nature. 
201. The three aspects of reality. which are called "tracks" because they are 

the order. rule,law, or model of things as they truly are. The three are 
parallel to the three aspects of Buddha-nature. They are: 

iJ.i1:$Jt. : "the true nature of reality." The integrated, non-il­
lusory, non-differentiated aspect of reality. This corresponds to 
the objective world it and to the Buddha-nature as the direct 
cause of Buddhahood. Buddhahood is inherent in all sentient 
beings since they all participate in the true nature of reality as 
simultaneously empty of substantial Being yet conventionally ex­
istent. 

1lI.~«$Jt. : "the illumination of wisdom." The function of wisdom 
in destroying delusions and manifesting the true nature of reality. 
It corresponds to the aspect of Buddha-nature as the "complete 
cause" of Buddha hood. since the wisdom to realize Buddhahood 
is inherent in all sentient beings. 

~IDt$Jt. : "the perfection of one's disposition." The practice 
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undertaken and which brings to perfection the inherent 
Buddha's wisdom. It corresponds to the aspect of Buddha -nature 
as practice, the conditional causes which bring to perfection the 
inherent Buddha-wisdom. 

307 

For details see the Fa hua muan i section on the Threefold Dharmas, 
T. 33, 741b-746c. 

202. The four Mahayana vows are: although the number of sentient beings 
is unlimited, I vow to save them all; although passions are innumerable, 
I vow to sever them all; although doctrines are inexhaustible, I vow to 
know them all; although the way to Buddhahood is supreme, I vow to 
perfect it. It appears that Chih-i was the first to formulate these four 
"universal" bodhisattva vows. See Rhodes 1984 and Chappell, Tien-t'ai 
Buddhism, 103. 

203. The remaining five paramitii of giving, precepts, patience, diligence, 
and meditation. 

204. The three ways of reading "suchlike appearance" and so forth. 
205. Since they are all empty of substantial Being. 
206. The ten dharma realms and all of existence is interpenetrating and 

mutually interdependent. 
207. I have translated the two phrases ¥a* and *~ differently, as "retribu­

tive result" and "resultant reward" respectively, even though they are 
the same two characters. Since the word "retribution" has some nega­
tive connotation, it is better translated as "reward" in reference to the 
Buddha, as in the case of "reward-body" for sa1pbhogwya ¥Il.~ • 

208. T. 9, 44b27. Hurvitz, Lotus SUtra, 247, translates the context as follows: 
"Beings such as these/ Hearing of the great length of the Buddha's 
life-span/ Shall gain incalculable, outflow-free/ Pure fruits and retribu­
tions." Hurvitz points out in a note that the translation here by 
Kumarajiva is very different from that of extant Sanskrit versions of 
the Lotus SUtra. 

209. A verse from the chapter "On Faith and Understanding" in the Lotus 
Satra, T. 9, 18cl8-19. In this passage Mahak~yapa is explaining the 
meaning of the parable of the poor son. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 98, trans­
lates the context as follows: "Throughout the long night of time, wei 
Have kept the Buddha's pure discipline/ But only this dayl Have we 
gained its fruit, its retributionJ In the midst of the dharmas of the 
Dharma Kingl Long having cultivated brahman-conduct/ Now we have 
gained something without outflows/ A great unexcelled fruit." 

210. From the last part of the chapter on "The Life-span of the Tathagata," 
T. 9, 43c21. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 244, translates the context as follows: 
"Such is the power of my knowledge/ The rays of my wisdom having 
an incalculable glow/ My life-span being of numberless kalpas/ Gained 
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after cultivation oflong practice." 
211. This phrase is from the second chapter "On Cunda" in the Mahapari­

niroa~ SfitTa, T. 12, 612b19, where Cunda makes offerings to the 
Buddha and is promised the two rewards of supreme wisdom and 
niroa~. See Yamamoto I, 29ff. 

212. The "three levels of wise men" refers to the three levels of the Ten 
Abodes +11. , the Ten Stages of Practice +fT, and the Ten Stages of 
Merit Transference +}OO(tiJ. The "ten stages of the sage" refers to the 
ten bhilmi Stages +!tB . 

213. The third chapter on the Jen wang ching, T. 8, 826bff, discusses the 
stages of the bodhisattva. This phrase is found on 828al. 

214. Paramartha's translation of the Mahayana sa1{lgraha, T. 31, 226b26, has 
"A samsaric existence of conditioned co-arising is called a crude multi­
ple retribution." In other words, a samsaric life which is characterized 
by karmic causes and conditions is necessarily followed by another 
rebirth in saf!lSara. 

215. I was unable to locate the source for this quote. Compare the Biblical 
passage "For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' 
I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, 
and you have entered into their labor" Gohn 4:37-38). 

216. In Tien-t'ai philosophy, "advancing on the path" refers to the gradual 
awakening of the wisdom of the middle path in the Perfect Teachings 
from the first stage of the Ten Abodes to the final fruit of Buddha hood. 
"Losing further rebirth" refers to the severance of ignorance and thus 
deliverance from the samsaric world of transformations. 

217. In this passage Chih-i is warily circumscribing the issue of whether or 
not one can speak of the Buddha having any retribution ~ . The texts 
that Chih-i quotes make clear that one can speak of the ~ of the Bud­
dha in the sense of the reward for his perfection of practice and attain­
ment of enlightenment, and thus the Buddha also has ten suchlike 
characteristics. However, since the Buddha has severed all delusions 
and utterly destroyed all vestiges of ignorance, one cannot speak of any 
"retribution" for the Buddha in the sense of his being reborn in saf!lSara 
as a result of bad karma. In this sense the Buddha has only nine suchlike 
characteristics. Thus Chih-i discriminates between "retribution" and 
the "resultant reward" of Buddhahood. 

218. A continuation of the same passage in theJin wang ching quoted above, 
T. 8, 828a1. 

219. "Thirty lives are exhausted." 
220. From theJin wang ching, T. 8, 827c27, immediately preceding the above 

quotes. The context is describing the attainment of supreme Buddha­
hood after passing through the various bodhisattva stages. 
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221. One can speak of the Buddha's present life as a "reward" for his past 
virtuous deeds. 

222. From the second chapter "On Cunda" in the Mahiiparinirvo/1}a SiUra, 
T. 12, 612b19. See note 211. 

223. This compound is discussed above in note 47. 
224. Omniscience; sarvajMjoona? 
225. Here Chih-i is showing a correspondance between the verse of the 

MiilamadhyamaluJJr4rika 24:18. on which the threefold truth is based. 
and the ten dharma realms. Refer to chart I. 

226. The identity of this text is not known. but it is believed to be an Abhi­
dharma text. In the Fa hua hsiJan i shih ch'im Chan-jan says that the 
content is the same as the Abhidharmakofabhi4ya, but this may be refer­
ring merely to this one passage. The Shakusen IWgi makes reference to 
both the "old" translation of the Abhidharmakofabhi4ya by Paramiirtha 
and the "new" translation by Hsiian-tsang. but obviously Chih-i could 
not have seen Hsiian-tsang's translation. (see BuJrJcyO taikei I: 605-606) 
The following quote is similar in content to a passage in Paramiirtha's 
translation of the Abhidharmakofabhi4ya. T. 29. 202b7-8ff. 

227. Samyaksa1f'buddha. The TaishO text has ~ ("named"), but the Buklt.~ 
tailr.ei edition uses the character PJJ ("clarify. perceive"). which would 
change this phrase to mean "they do not perceive correct universal wis­
dom (or knowledge)." 

228. Or "all characteristics of reality." 
229. In this section I have translated the character m as "characteristics" 

rather than "appearances" as in the first of the ten suchlikes. In this 
section the compound ;.j:§1i. or 1i.;.j:§ refers to the ten suchlike charac­
teristics in general and thus "characteristics and nature" makes for a 
more readable, though admitedly inconsistent, English translation. 

230. Chih-i criticizes the Abhidharmic understanding of emptiness as an 
emptiness which is achieved by analyzing or "breaking down" ~Jf~ dhar­
mas to show that they have no substantial Being. To Chih-i this is an 
inferior understanding of emptiness, and all things should be under­
stood as empty just as they are ~p~ . 

231. This statement is by the father of the poor son in the chapter on "Faith 
and Understanding," T. 9, 17bI3-14, where he finally reveals to every­
one the true relationship of he and his son. It illustrates the integrated 
relationship between the Buddha and sentient beings, and the in­
tegrated nature of all of reality. Hurvitz, Lotus SiUra, 88, translates the 
context as follows: "When facing his end, the old man commanded his 
son to gather his kinsmen, as well as kings, great ministers, ~triyas, 
and householders, who were all to gather together. Then he himself 
proclaimed to them: 'Sirs! Know that this is my son, begotten by me. 
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Having forsaken me in such-and-such a city and run off, he suffered 
loneliness and hardship for more than fifty years. His original name 
was so-and-so. My own name is thus-and-so. Formerly, in my native 
city, affected by grief, I sought him. Some time ago, I suddenly en­
countered him by accident and got him back. He is really my son. I am 
really his father. Now all the treasure I have belongs to my son. What 
was formerly paid out and taken in, my son knows it all.' " 

232. This is one of Chih-i's famous phrases which sums up his philosophy 
of the integrated nature of all of reality. In other words, all phenomena, 
all things, all dharmas, are in an integrated relationship with the per­
fection of Buddhahood, and there is no reality outside of this one in­
tegrated reality. 

233. See T. 9, 12a27, 26b20, and 41b24. 
234. From the MulamadhyamakaJt.arika, T. 30, 33bll-12. See the introductory 

chapter and chart 1 for an analysis of this verse. 
235. Because they return to this world of conventional existence for the pur­

pose of saving sentient beings. 
236. The first part of the verse is found in T. 12, 692a13, and the second 

part in T. 12, 693a 1. This is the verse from a famous story concerning 
one of Sakyamuni's previous lives in which he is practicing in the 
Himalaya mountains. A Buddha who appears as a rtill§asa speaks the 
first part of the verse to the future Sakyamuni, who then offers his body 
to be eaten by the rtill§asa in order to hear the last half of the verse. 
See Yamamoto I, 351-356. 

237. This corresponds to the position of prat;ryasamutpiida, conditioned co­
arising. 

238. This corresponds to the position of sunyatii, emptiness. 
239. This should correspond to the position of prajiiaptirupadiiya, conven­

tional existence. 
240. This should correspond to the position of madhyamii, the middle. 
241. In other words, true niroii~a is not complete extinction; rather, reality 

is inherently and originally quiescent. Chih-i could have quoted, for 
example, the liJtus Satra, T. 9, 8b25, which Hurvitz, liJtus Satra, 37, 
translates: "The dharmas from their very origin are themselves eter­
nally characterized by the marks of quiet extinction." 

242. According to Chan-jan in the Fa hua hsilan i shih ch'ien, this type of 
saying occurs often in the Agama (Bukkyo tawi I, 611). See, for example, 
Ekottariigama :ti-~jjJi%f,l[, T. 2, 551aI3-14, which contains the verses: 

Do not perform any evil. 
Practice all good deeds. 
Spontaneously one's mind will become pure. 
This is the teaching of all the Buddhas. 
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243. Another famous phrase of Chih-i which succinctly expresses his con­
cept of the integrated nature of reality. Emphasis added. 

244. In other words, the vastness of reality, of the objective realm, is such 
that only a vast and comprehensive wisdom can comprehend it. 

245. Or "vast and great realm of the Buddha." Since the two (Buddha and 
objective realm) are integrated, either phrase ultimately means the same 
thing. 

246. In other words, for the Buddha to penetrate to the basis of reality is 
for him to completely understand all Buddha- wisdom, exhaustively 
know the underlying principle of reality, which is the Buddha-realm. 

247. This terminology is borrowed from the Mahiipariniroa1J.4 SiUra, T. 12, 
820b2ff, where the Buddha explains that he has preached the twel­
vefold Sfitras at times directly on the basis of his own "mind" or un­
derstanding IlJl !3 ~ , at times in accord with the "mind" or understanding 
of his listeners Jlitft!!.~ , and at times a combination of these two. (See 
Yamamoto III, 868fl) Here Chih-i's point is somewhat different. The 
Mahiipariniroa1J.4 SatTa is speaking of different methods of teaching; 
Chih-i is tentatively making a distinction between the two kinds of wis­
dom: the wisdom which knows the Buddha realm (real wisdom .~ ) 
and the wisdom which knows the other nine realms, the world of ob­
jective reality (tentative wisdom .~ ). Of course, as Chih-i has just 
pointed out, the first nine realms are included in the Buddha realm 
and all of them together are the constituent parts of an integrated 
reality. 

248. That in accordance with the Buddha's own mind and that in accor­
dance with the mind of others (in the other nine realms); or, real and 
tentative wisdom. 

249. A paraphrase of a section in the chapter on "The Lifespan of the 
Tathagata" in the Lotus SatTa, T. 9, 42clO-12. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 239 
translates: "0 good men! The scriptural canon preached by the Thus 
Come One is all for the purpose of conveying living beings to deliver­
ance. At times he speaks of his own body, at times of another's body, 
at times he shows his own body, at times another's body, at times his 
own affairs, at times another's affairs. Everything he says is true jIf , 
not vanity." 

250. This tentatively corresponds to the "real" •. 
251. This tentatively corresponds to the "tentative" fi . 
252. This tentatively corresponds to the "real." 
253. This tentatively corresponds to the "tentative." 
254. They ultimately correspond to the middle which is beyond the duality 

of tentative and real. 
255. Nothing is "taken away" from the Buddha or the Buddha realm by 
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conventionally "separating" the nine other realms from the realm of 
the Buddha. 

256. This refers to the famous verse from the AvaI41f'Saka SiUra which em­
phasizes the importance of the mind in our perception of the objective 
world. See T. 9, 478c29. See note 106. 

This verse can be interpreted in many ways, some more "idealistic" 
than others. The first part of the verse is often quoted as providing the 
basis for a mind-only philosophy. The last part of the verse, however, 
which equates the Buddha, sentient beings, and the mind, weakens this 
interpretation. In other words, one could use this verse with equal jus­
tification to argue that Buddhism is a "Buddha-only" or a "sentient­
beings-only" philosophy. All these positions are an extreme interpre­
tation. This verse needs to be re-examined in light of the entire con­
text of the AvaI41f'Saka SiUTa. For a discussion of Chih-i's frequent use 
of this quote, see Ando Toshio 1978, 152ft: 

257. This quote is from a section of the MaMpa:rinirvti.1J4 SiUra which dis­
cusses the Buddha-nature. See T. 12, 769bI2-13; Yamamoto II, 659. 
The context reads: "0 good man! All sentient beings are endowed with 
the three concentrations, i.e., superior, middling, and inferior. The su­
perior (concentration) refers to the Buddha-nature. Therefore we say 
that all sentient beings have the Buddha-nature. The middling (con­
centration) refers to all sentient beings being endowed with the first 
dhyana (transic state). When conditions are right, they are able to prac­
tice it. If conditions are not right, they are not able to practice it .... " 

258. Once again this is not an exact quote but the meaning is the same. See 
the Avata1f'Saka Satra, T. 9, 409c1. 

259. The mind is like a "magician" because it creates illusions, and the im­
pressions produced in the mind are not the same as the reality which 
is the true "thusness" of what we see as the objective world. 

260. But it is implied that the path of contemplating the mind is the most 
accessible. 

261. In others words, all things are interdependent and nothing arises in 
and of itself. 

262. Properly understood, conventional existence and emptiness are not op­
posite but synonymous. 

263. In other words, the "sameness" or integrated nature of all reality. 
264. See T. 46, 52b-55c. This section from the Mo ho chill loon is discussed 

in detail by Hurvitz, Chill-i, 302fT. 
265. In other words, the Lotus SiUra does not utilize the tetralemma to dis­

cuss the issue in terms of "both relative and absolute" or "neither rel­
ative nor absolute." 

266. On the terms "incomplete word" and "complete word" see note 177 on 
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the MaMpariniroo/I.'4 Satra chapter "On Letters", T. 12, 653c-655b. 
267. From the introductory section of the Vimalalirtinirtie§a SiUTa, T. 14, 

537cl5. Boin, 9, translates this as "Neither being (sat) nor not-being 
(asat), all dharmas are born dependent on causes (hltUn pratUya samul­
pannOJ.l)." 

268. This phrase follows soon after the above phrase in the introduction of 
the VimalakiTtinirtie.fa SiUTa, T. 14, 537cl7. Boin, 10, has "Great Ascetic 
(munindra), you have overcome Mara and his hordes; you have con­
quered supreme enlightenment (Jrravarabodhi)." 

269. This quote follows the version as found in the Ta chill tu lun, T. 25, 
516c13-14: ~~-=i:Ma .. . The Kumarajiva translation of the Pail.ca­
vifP.fati-siiluJsriJt4-prajMpdramilii SiUra, T. 8, 553a16, is slightly different, 
but different enough to be significant. It has "I, atJambudvipa, again 
saw the turning of the wheel of the law N~iM* ." In this version 
there is no indication that it is a second, and different, turning of the 
wheel of the dharma. Nevertheless Chih:i interprets this phrase as sup­
porting his idea that the PrajMpdramilii SiUras were a second and dis­
tinct step in the evolution of the Buddha's preaching ministry. 

270. The MaMparininHi1J4 SiUTa, T. 12, 73Ib5-6, if this is indeed the pas­
sage to which Chih-i is referring, merely lists the events in the life of 
Sakyamuni and says, " ... at Varat;tasi he first turned the wheel of the 
law for the five monks, and so forth until he entered pariniroa1J4 at 
KuSinagara." This interpretation of the life of Sakyamuni, however, is 
dismissed by the MaMparininHi1J4 SiUra as an inferior Hinayana inter- . 
pretation. 

271. This is from the chapter "On Parables" in the Lotus Satra, T. 9, 12al8-
19. Hurvitz, Lotus SiUra, 56-57, translates it as follows: "Formerly, in 
Varat;tasi/ you turned the Dharma-wheel of the four truths/ with dis­
crimination preaching the dharmas/ the origination and extinction of 
their five collections (skandhdnam udaya'!' vyayam)./ Now again you are 
turning the most subtle/ Unexcelled great Dharma-wheel." 

272. In other words all teachings are preached either implicitly or explicit­
ly at all times. If this is a correct reading ofChih-i here, then can it not 
be interpreted as a criticism of later attempts such as the Tim-t'a; ssu 
chiao i to produce a strict and rigid classification system? 

273. In other words, some people who are particularly insightful can real­
ize the ultimate, complete and perfect truth just by being exposed to 
the teachings of the Jgama, Vaipulya SiUras, or PrajiiO,pdramilii SiUras, 
even though it is the Lotus SiUra which is the final complete teaching 
which contains the naked truth without any embellishments or ex­
pedient devices. 

274. For details on this subject of doctrinal classification see Hurvitz, Chill-i 
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and Chappell's translation of the Tim-t'ai ssu chiao i. Chih-i also dis­
cusses this subject in more detail later in the Fa hua hsilan i, T. 33, 
806hff. 

275. This is a paraphrase of Pin-lo-ching's commentary to the Mfilamad­
hyamaJuzkii:riJui: see T. 30, Ib21-23. The original can be translated as fol­
lows: "First, twelvefold conditioned co-arising was explained for the 
sake of those within the dharma of the sravakas. Also, for the sake of 
those who had already practiced and had a great mind capable of ac­
cepting the profound dharma, the characteristics of conditioned co-aris­
ing were explained with the dharma of the Mahayana; i.e., that all 
dnarmas neither arise nor perish, are neither monolithic nor differ­
entiated, and so forth." 

276. Such as in Mfilamadhyamakakii,rika 24:18, from which the pratUya­
samutpiida / emptiness / conventional existence / middle pattern is bor­
rowed and correlated to the Fourfold Teachings as in the next para­
graph. 

277. That phenomena and reality are not empty. 
278. In this case, paramii.rthasatya in contrast to samvrtisatya. 
279. In other words, why is only the Lotus SUlra called "complete" ~ if all 

the Sfitras implicitly contain the complete truth, as milk can eventual­
ly turn into ghee. 

280. This refers to the teaching of three kinds of conventional existence as 
taught in the Ch'eng shih lun. See my discussion of this subject in chap­
ter 6. The three types of conventional existence are, in short, conven­
tional existence as arising through causes, as continuity, and as relativity. 

281. This is not a direct quote but rather a paraphrase from the Vimalakmi­
nirdesa SUlra where Vimalakirti gives a long discourse on "inconceiv­
able liberation" to ~ariputra. See T. 14, 546b24ff. and Boin, 141ff. 

282. It sets up an absolute reality above and beyond the so-called "non-ab­
solute" phenomenal world of conventional reality. 

283. In other words, this refers to the bodhisattva who realizes the identity 
of the "real" and "conventional," of saf!'Sara and nirva1J.lZ, or the in­
tegrated nature of reality, and then "returns" to this conventional world 
to save other sentient beings. 

284. All things are inter-related and part of one reality. How can there be 
anything independent of this one reality? 

285. The subtle truth concerning reality can be realized through contempla­
tion of only this phenomenal world, and it is not necessary to go beyond 
this conventional realm. 

286. The true nature of reality is beyond adequate verbalization and con­
ceptualization, but since words must be utilized, terms such as "subtle" 
and "absolute" are the closest we can come to describing it. 
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287. A summary of a passage in the Mahiipariniroa1J4 Satra which discusses 
the meaning of "great nir041J4" in contrast to a Hinayanistic niroa1J4. 
See T. 12, 745c24ff; Yamamoto II, 562f[ The terms "immeasurable" and 
"beyond conceptualization" appear on T. 12, 746b21-26: "Good man! 
'Great' means 'beyond conceptualization.' If something is beyond con­
ceptualization, it is something that all sentient beings are not able to 
believe. Therefore it is called 'great final niroa1J4' (mo.hiipariniroa1J4). It 
is something perceived only by Buddhas and bodhisattvas. Therefore 
it is called 'great final nir041J4.' It is also called 'great' because it is at­
tained only after innumerable causes and conditions. Therefore it is 
called 'great'." 

288. In other words, as soon as words are used to describe the absolute, one 
is describing the absolute which is so in contrast to the relative. 

289: From the Lotus Satra, T. 9 6c19, Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 28. 
290. Also from the Lotus Satra, T. 9, 5c25; Hurvitz, Lotus SUtra, 23. 
291. From the chapter on "Medicinal Herbs" in the Lotus Satra, T. 9, 19c4-

5. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 103, translates: "Those grasses and trees, shrubs 
and forests, and medicinal herbs do not know themselves whether their 
nature is superior, intermediate, or inferior; but the Thus Come One 
knows this Dharma of a single mark and a single flavor, namely, the 
mark of deliverance, the mark of disenchantment, the mark of extinc­
tion, the ma'* of ultimate nir041J4, finan, reducing itself to Emptiness. The 
Buddha, knowing this, observes the heart's desire of each of the beings, 
and guides them accordingly." 

292. I was unable to locate the source of this quote. 
293 .• IUI, or .-f.*!, T. 16, 189b1-2. This Sutra, which emphasizes the 

emptiness of all dharmas, was translated into Chinese by Kumarajiva 
in A.D. 406. This passage is emphasizing the emptiness of even the high 
attainment of realizing the truth of emptiness, that dharmas do not 
arise substantially. In other words, even this attainment does not arise 
in a substantial sense -all things are empty of substantial Being. 

294. In other words, how much more can possibly be said? Any further ver­
balization is meaningless. 

295. It is possible that Chih-i is here criticizing the Sanlun formulations of 
such doctrines as the two truths, saying that they are an endless piling 
up of negations. See chapter 7 on the Sanlun school. 

296. In this case ~ refers to vita7ta, the ordinary conceptual working of the 
mind, and I!. refers to vicara, the more subtle perceptions or working 
of the mind, which obstruct the attainment of true insight. This vitarka­
vicar a commonsensical perception of the world is corrected by attain­
ing higher levels of insight. 

297. I must confess that I do not understand the point of this analogy. The 



316 NOTES TO PAGES 204-206 

analogy is taken from a Prajll4paramw text, the Shing t'ien-wang pan­
jo po-lo-mi ching T. 8, 703a25. 

298. Chih-i uses this phrase also in the Mo ho chill loon, T. 46, 81c2. Chan­
jan, in his Chill loon fu hsing ch'oon hung chfi.eh, explains this phrase as 
follows: " 'Within the palace walls' means that the dharmadhiUu is com­
pared to a palace. It is the capital where the King of the Dharma 
(resides). The King of the Dharma has no (mistaken) one-sided views. 
The nature of reality is not outside of this (dharmadhiitu). To experi­
ence a transformation and have insight into reality is called 'awaken­
ing to that within the palace'." Chan-jan then makes a reference to 
Chuang Tzu iIf-1-which I was unable to decipher. See Bukk,o taikei, Mo 
ho chill loon IV, 68-69. 

299. This analogy is taken from the same section as the above analogy of 
the dog: see T. 8, 703a25. 

300. At this point the Fa hoo hsii4n i shih ch'ien explains. that "words are 
analogous to the lump, and the truth !Jtl.l is analogous to people. The 
ignorant foolish dog never goes beyond the lump ofverbalization. The 
lion, which has a type of wisdom, attains [insight into] reality byaban­
doning names [i.e. by abandoning the lump to chase people). There­
fore one should know that conceptions and [mistaken] perceptions arise 
from verbalization. If conceptions and [mistaken] perceptions are 
stopped, then one transcends verbalization. If one transcends [severs] 
words and conceptions, one transcends and puts an end to relativities." 
See Bukk,o taikei: Fa hoo milan i I, 660. 

301. The horse which does not need to be whipped, but enters his stable 
merely by seeing the shadow of the whip, is analogous to the person 
who has insight into the truth without recourse to words. 

302. See the MaMpariniroti1)ll SiUra, T. 12,69Oc28-691a8. 
303. In other words, the word "absolute" means here not that he "transcends" 

the world, but that his ability is incomparably the best in the world. 
Thus "subtle" also means incomparable, the absolute highest. 

304. This is a play on the Chinese character for "absolute" @ which also 
means to "cut off' or "make unnecessary." 

305. The first fourteen chapters of the Lotus Satra, which discuss the activity 
of the historical Buddha, which is the "traces" of the fundamental, eter­
nal Buddha. 

306. That is, the real meaning is brought forth so the temporary expedient 
devices have served their purpose and are no longer needed. 

. 307. The last fourteen chapters of the Lotus SiUra which discuss the funda­
mental, eternal Buddha. 

308. One must actually practice and cultivate the insightful mind which can 
transcend conceptualization and verbalization. 
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309. In this rather difficult section Chih-i is setting up another threefold 
classification of the "traces" itr, , which refers to the content of the 
first fourteen chapters of the Lotus SiUra and corresponds to the dhar­
ma of sentient beings; the original basis *r, , which refers to the con­
tent of the last fourteen chapters of the Lotus SiUra and corresponds to 
the dharma of the Buddha; and contemplating the mind (or "the con­
templative mind": .'L' ), which corresponds to the dharma of mind. 
The bulk of the remainder of the Fa hua milan i deals with these three 
categories in the form of the "ten subtleties of traces" ~r' +teJI , the "ten 
subtleties of the basis" *r'+~.Y , and the "ten subtleties of contemplat­
ing the mind" .{.+~.:b . Actually, most of the discussion concerns the 
first ten subtleties of "traces" in this realm of our experience, which 
covers T. 33, 697c-765a. The ten subtleties of the original * eternal 
Buddha are covered briefly in T. 33, 765a-77lc, and the ten subtleties 
of contemplating the mind are not discussed at all (perhaps because 
this was the subject of the Mo ho chih kuan). 

310. The four kinds of "absolute subtlety" discussed above. 
311. They are on a graded scale from inferior to superior. 
312. They are identical to each other, or of an integrated nature. 
313. The first fourteen chapters of the Lotus SiUra. 

314. The last fourteen chapters of the Lotus SiUra. 

315. The ten subtleties of the "basis" times the three dharmas of sentient 
beings, Buddha, and mind. 

316. This phrase is from the MaMpariniruaT}O- SiUTa, T. 12, 627c15. The 
MaMparinirvaT}O- SatTa says, "The so-called Dharma is the teacher of all 
Buddhas. Therefore the Tathagata respects and pays homage to [the 
Dharma]." Since the ten suchnesses, prat;tyasamutpada, the four truths, 
the two truths, the threefold truth, the one truth, and no-truth are the 
Dharma, or rather the most appropriate and valid teachings concern­
ing inexpressible reality, they are called the teacher of all Buddhas. 

317. The subtlety of objects is discussed in detail in T. 33, 698b-707a. 
318. For a list of the twenty kinds of wisdom see T. 33, 707a28-b6. 
319. These correspond to the seven categories of the two truths as outlined 

in the section on the two truths below (T. 33, 702a-704c). The seven 
are the tentative and real wisdom of the Tripitaka Teaching, the Shared 
'reaching, advancing from the Shared to Distinct Teaching ~m~)i , ad­
vancing from the Shared to the Perfect Teaching 1II:tt.i!li , the Distinct 
Teaching, advancing from the Distinct to the Perfect Teaching 1II1~81J , 
and the Perfect Teaching. 

320. These correspond to the seven categories of the threefold truth as dis­
cussed below (T. 33, 704c-705a). The categories are the threefold truth 
in advancing from the Shared to the Distinct Teaching, advancing from 
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the Shared to the Perfect Teaching, the Distinct Teaching, advancing 
from the Distinct to the Perfect Teaching, and the Perfect Teaching. 

321. This phrase appears immediately after the above phrase on the Dhar­
ma being the teacher of the Buddhas in the MaMpariniroa1)4 Siltra, T. 
12, 627b16. The context reads, "The so-called Dharma is the teacher 
of all Buddhas, therefore they respect and pay homage to (the Dhar­
ma). Since the Dharma is eternal, so all Buddhas are eternal." 

322. The subtlety of wisdom is discussed in detail in the Fa hoo hsUan i on 
T.33,707a24-715bI6. 

323. Practices which involve the gradual progression from an inferior to su­
perior state of attainment, and practice which is not a gradual prog­
ression but an immediate insight to the truth. The "five practices" 1i fT 
are also from the MaMpariniroa1)4 Satra, T. 12, 673b21ff., in the chap­
ter on "Noble Practice" lMfT . This classification of five kinds of bod­
hisattva practices are Noble Practice: the proper practice of a bodhi­
sattva in cultivating the precepts, meditation, and wisdom; Pure Prac­
tice 1.tfT : for a bodhisattva, with a pure mind, to remove pain and give 
pleasure to sentient beings. Divine Practice:RfT : practice which is in 
harmony with the nature of reality; Child-like Practice ~ IJC ff· : to prac­
tice good deeds with compassion, as to a child; and Practice of Disease 
(PHy : the practice of sharing the suffering and passions of sentient 
beings for the sake of helping them. 

324. For details on the subtlety of practice in the Fa hoo hsiJan i, see T. 33, 
715b17-716blO. 

325. The grasses and trees refer to the parable of the plants in the Lotus 
Satra, chapter five, T. 9, 19b1-5. Hurvitz, Lotus Siltra, 101, translates 
the passage as follows: "A thick cloud spreads out, covering the whole 
thousand-millionfoid world and raining down on every part of it equal­
ly at the same time, its infusions reaching everywhere. The grass and 
trees, the shrubs and forests, and the medicinal herbs-whether of small 
roots, stalks, branches, and leaves, or of middle-sized roots, stalks, 
branches, and leaves, or of large roots, stalks, branches, and leaves­
and also all trees, great and small, whether high, intermediate, or low, 
all receive some of it. ... " In other words, as plants are of different 
sizes and capacity, but the rain falls on them all indiscriminately, so also 
people have different abilities, are at different levels, and go through 
different stages, but there is one reality and one goal to be attained. 

326. For details on the subtlety of stages in the Fa hoo hsiJan i, see T. 33, 
726bll-741b6). 

327. But more specifically to the "three tracks," or three aspects of reality, 
which consist of the nature of reality. t!UJr. , the illumination of wis­
dom 1It~~$Jr., and the perfection of one's capacity ~1iX$Jr. , which are ex­
trapolated to further threefold dharmas such as the threefold Buddha-
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nature, the three dharmas of sentient beings, Buddha, and mind, and 
the three aspects of objective reality, wisdom, and practice. For a lucid 
discussion of this subject see Ando 1973, 40ff. See also note 201. 

328. The Buddha's teachings, which are difficult to comprehend. 
329. For details on the subtlety of threefold dharmas in the Fa hua hsaan i 

see T. 33, 741b7-746c6. 
330. The details are given in the Fa hua hsaan i, T. 33, 748blOff. The four 

phases are "hidden capacity and hidden response" ~.~JJ! ; "hidden 
capacity and manifest response" ~fflIlJi1lJ ; "manifest capacity and mani­
fest response" lmfflllJillJ ; and "manifest capacity and hidden response" 
~ffl~J!. 

331. For details see Fa hua hsiian i, T. 33, 748b28-c9. 
332. For details see Fa hua hsaan i, T. 33, 748c17ff. For details on the "twen­

ty-five realms of existence" = + 1i1'r , see Hurvitz, eIM-i, 339-342. 
333. For details on the subtlety of empathy and response in the Fa hua hsiian 

i see T. 33, 746c7-749c26. 
334. The five supranormal powers are usually listed as Divine Eyesight :7C~ 

which can see what ordinary people cannot see; Divine Hearing :7CJf 
which can hear what ordinary people cannot hear; reading other 
people's minds 1il1.-l:" ; knowing about one's past lives m~ ; and the 
ability to go anywhere at will flll~ . See Nakamura, BukkyOgo daijilen, 
370a. I do not know what the relationship is between these five powers 
and the five listed by Chih-i. 

335. The Buddha can act in this world without accumulatirig karma which 
leads to further rebirth because he acts without passionate attachment. 

336. For details on the subtlety of supranormal powers in the Fa hua hsaan 
i, see T. 33, 749c28-751c22. 

337. For details on the subtlety of the preaching of the Dharma in the Fa 
hua hsaan i, see T. 33, 751c23-755b8. 

338. For details on the subtlety of attendants in the Fa hua hsOOn i, see T. 
33, 755b9-758a25. 

339. This analogy is from the AViJla'f'Saka SatTa, T. 9, 625b-c, where the 
Tathagata's wisdom is compared to the sea. The Avata.'f'Saka SatTa first 
talks of how 25,000 rivers flow into the sea yet the immeasurable waters 
of the great sea do not increase nor decrease. Then various dragon­
kings, finally numbering eight billion, each cause great rains to fall into 
the sea in a greater amount than all that came before, yet the great sea 
absorbs it all. In this way the water of the great sea is immeasurable. 
However, it is not immeasurable compared to the wisdom of the Bud­
dha. "Although in this way the water of the sea is deep, vast, and im­
measurable, it is not even a hundredth part of the immeasurable wisdom 
of the Tathagata" (T. 9, 625c13-14). In the same way, the benefits 
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received from attending on the Buddha are immeasurable. 
340. For details see T. 33, 758a26-764b9. 
341. T. 9, 5c11-12. This phrase has already been quoted numerous times by 

Chih-i. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 22, has "only a Buddha and a Buddha can 
exhaust their reality ... " 

342. T. 9, 5c20 and c24. This phrase also has been quoted often. Hurvitz, 
Lotus Satra, 23, has "Those dharmas profound and subtleJ Hard to see 
and hard to understand .. . 1 I and the Buddhas of the ten directions! 
Are the only ones who can know these things." The Lotus Satra has 
"things" * for the last word in this quote where Chih-i has "aspects" 
ffl. 

343. T. 9, 9c5. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 43, has "The wisdom I have gained is 
the first among subtle things." 

344. T. 9, 3b19. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 10, translates, "With this subtle knowl­
edge/ Seeking the Unexcelled Path." 

345. T. 9, 6al8-19. The original passage in the Lotus Satra is slightly differ­
ent, which Hurvitz Lotus Satra, 25, translates, "1bat which is without 
outflows, beyond reckoning and discussionJ The extremely profound 
and subtle DharmaJ I have already gained completelyj (and) only I 
know its marks ... " 

346. T. 9, 5c19,21-22. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 23, translates, "Formerly, follow­
ing numberless BuddhasJ He fully trod the various paths ... IHe trod 
these various paths; (then)! On the platform of the Path he was able to 
achieve the Fruit." 

347. T. 9, 6c6. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 27, has "With palms joined and with 
thoughts deferentialJ Wishing to hear of the Perfect Path." 

348. T. 9, 8b25-26. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 37, translates "The dharmas from 
their very origin! Are themselves eternally characterized by the marks 
of quiet extinctionj The Buddha's son, having trodden the Path,! In 
an age to come shall be able to become a Buddha." 

349. This refers to one of the miraculous signs which signaled the begin­
ning of the Buddha's exposition of the Lotus SiUTa, T. 9, 2bl0-12. Hur­
vitz, Lotus SatTa, 3, translates the context as follows: "At this time Heaven 
rained down miindiirava [coral tree] flowers, maMmiindiirava [maM, 
"great"] flowers, manNaka flowers [a kind of celestial flower], and 
maMmanNaka flowers, scattering them over the Buddha and his band 
of followers." 

350. T. 7a22-28. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, translates: "The Buddhas, the World­
Honored Ones, appear in the world because they wish to cause the 
beings to hear of the Buddha's knowledge and insight and thus enable 
them to gain purity. They appear in the world because they wish to 
demonstrate the Buddha's knowledge and insight to the beings. They 
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appear in the world because they wish to cause the beings to under­
stand. They appear in the world because they wish to cause the beings 
to enter into the path of the Buddha's knowledge and insight." 

351. From the parable of the burning house, T. 9, 14c18. Hurvitz, Lotus 
Satra, 71, has, "And mounting thesejeweled carriages/ [The children] 
cavorted in all four directions." 

352. T. 9, 8a23-24. Hurvitz, Lotus SiUTa, 34, has, "The Buddha himself dwells 
in the Greater Vehicle;! Whatever dharmas he acquires/ Adorned with 
the strength of concentration and wisdom/ Through them does he res­
cue sentient beings." 

353. The first of the three "tracks." 
354. The second of the three "tracks." 
355. The third of the three "tracks." 
356. T. 9, 9c5. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 43, has, "Throughout three weeks! I 

thought such thoughts as these: "The wisdom I have gained! is the first 
among subtle things." 

357. T. 9, 9b25-26. Hurvitz, Lotus SiUTa, 42, has "I, with the eye of a Bud­
dha/ See the beings on the six courses! Reduced to poverty's extreme, 
having neither merit nor wisdom ... " 

358. From the parable of the burning house, T. 9, 14c20-21. Hurvitz, Lotus 
Satra, has, "All the living beings are my children." 

359. From the parable of the poor son, T. 9, 16c12. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 85, 
has "At that time, the poor son, hiring himself out as a laborer in his 
wanderings, by chance reached his father's house, where, stopping by 
the side of the gate, he saw in the distance his father seated on a lion 
throne, his feet resting on a jeweled footstool ... " 

360. This phrase is from the introduction to the Lotus SiUTa, describing the 
wonderful and miraculous signs which preceded the Buddha's exposi­
tion of the SOtra, and the Buddha's entering into samtidhi; T. 9,2b26-
27. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 4, has "now the Buddha, the World-Honored 
One, has entered into sarnadhi, whom shall I question about these rare 
apparitions, beyond reckoning and discussion?" 

361. T. 9, 5c7-8. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, 22, has "by making a variety of dis­
tinctions, the Thus Come One can skilfully preach the dharmas. His 
words are gentle, gladdening many hearts." 

362. T. 9, 11M. Hurvitz, Lotus Satra, has "When I hear the Buddha's gen­
tle voice/ Profound, far removed from the ordinary understanding, and 
extremely subtle/ Setting forth the pure Dharma/ my heart is over­
joyed ... " 

363. This phrase is part of the introductory comments to the parable of the 
plants which are all rooted in the one ground -til! of the earth, T. 9, 
19a24-25. Hurvitz, Lotus SiUTa, 101, translates: "Without exception, the 
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dharmas he preaches all reach to the ground of All-Knowledge." 
364. T.9, lOa19. Hurvitz, Lotus SiUra, translates the context as follows: "Now 

I, joyfully and fearlesslyJ In the midst of the bodhisattvasl Frankly cast­
ing aside my expedient devicesJ Merely preach the Unexcelled Path." 

365. T. 9, 31bI7-18. This is a paraphrase ofa section Hurvitz, Lotus SiUra, 
178, translates as follows: "The scriptural canons I preach are in the 
incalculable thousands of myriads of millions, whether already preached, 
now being preached, or still to be preached. Yet among them this Scrip­
ture of the Dharma Blossom is the hardest to believe, the hardest to 
understand. " 

366. T. 9, 10b5-6. This abbreviated quote is a bit misleading. Hurvitz, Lotus 
SiUra, 46, translates the entire context as follows: "I, being King of the 
DharmaJ Universally address the great multitudesJ Having recourse 
only to the Path of the One VehicleJ Teaching and converting bod­
hisattvasJ and having no voice-hearing disciples." However, the word 
"only" in the original Lotus SiUra modifies the "path of the One Vehicle," 
and not "only bodhisattvas." Thus this section more likely means that 
the Buddha has recourse to the doctrine of e/ul,yana to teach bodhisat­
tvas, not to teach sravaka, and that he has recourse to other methods 
of teaching in dealing with sravakas. It does not mean that the Bud­
dha has no disciples which are sravakas. The context makes clear that 
the Buddha is preaching the subtle dharma to all beings, "sravakas and 
bodhisattvas alike" (as the next line says), and that sravakas are included 
in the group of the Buddha's disciples. I fear that Chih-i was over­
zealous in his attempt to illustrate the "subtlety" of the Buddha's at­
tendants. 

367. T. 9, 3Oc5-7. Hurvitz, wtus SUlra, 174, translates the context as follows: 
"If any like these in the Buddha's presence hears a single gatha or a 
single phrase of the Scripture of the Blossom of the Fine Dharma, or 
devotes to it a single moment of rejoicing, I hereby confer on him a 
prophecy that he shall attain anuttarasamyaksaIpbodhi." 

368. T. 31al0. Hurvitz, wtus SUlra, 176, has, "When this man preaches the 
Dharma with joy, anyone who hears it for a moment shall straightaway 
achieve ultimate anuttarasamyaksaIpbodhi." 

369. T. 9, 8a26-27. Hurvitz, wtus SUlra, 34, has "If by resort to the Lesser 
Vehicle I were to convertl So much as one personJ I should have fal­
len victim to greedJ and this sort of thing would never do." 

370. This is from the parable of the burning house, T. 9, 13c7-8. Hurvitz, 
wtus SiUra, 63, translates the context as follows: " 'These living beings 
are all my children.' Then he gives the Great Vehicle equally to all, not 
allowing any of them to gain passage into extinction for himself alone, 
but conveying them all to the extinction of the Thus Come One." 
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371. "The eye of wisdom is the cause and the feet of action are aroused." It 
is only when one can see with the eye of wisdom that one can walk to 
where one needs to go. 

372. In other words, the objective world exists in and of itself from all time, 
and was not created out of nothing nor made from something else. 

373. Lit., "name and form, or appearance." In other words, to call reality 
"one truth," or any name at all, is to give it a verbal and discriminative 
identity which is not adequately descriptive of the real thing, and thus 
not completely valid, even though the term "one truth" comes closer 
to defining the nature of reality than many other attempts at verbal 
description. 

374. But no real attempt is made to describe the content of "no-truth" be­
cause then one would be back in the realm of verbal description and 
conceptual discriminations, which are inadequate and even misleading 
in communicating the true meaning and "thusness" of reality. 

375. As we have seen in the introduction and chart I, these four correspond 
respectively to the Tripitaka Teaching, the Shared Teaching, the Dis­
tinct Teaching, and the Perfect Teaching. 

376. In T'ien-t'ai doctrine w.~ , lit. "within the world," refers to this triple 
world of the realms of desire, form, and formlessness, the realms where 
words and conceptions are used and needed, the realm wherein ex­
pedient means are utilized to lead sentient beings to enlightenment. 
This term is in contrast to w.j~ , lit. "outside the world," which is the 
realm of enlightenment inhabited by Buddhas and bodhisattvas. It must 
be remembered, however, that these are not two separate realities, but 
the one reality which is correctly or incorrectly perceived. 

377. T. 30, Ib21-22. This phrase has already been quoted above. 
378. This Sutra is often quoted by Chih-i, who considered it a Mahayana 

text on meditation. According to the BukkyO kaisetsu daijiten V, 329-330, 
its content is generally closer to Hinayana teachings, but it contains 
Mahayanistic elements, such as the analogy of the mind as a painter, 
which is very similar to that found in the Avata1pSaka SiUra. The follow­
ing comments by Chih-i are a summary of teachings found in this Sutra 
in T. 17, 135aI7-blO. The Sutra says, "As a single artist produces many 
decorations, so a single mind produces various kinds of karma. Things 
are manifested in five colors; the perception of these arouses passions 
and pleasures. The [images] painted by the five sense organs are also 
like this .... Attractive and ugly forms are drawn ... the activity of the 
mind is also like this. It is able to produce good and evil retribution." 

379. In T'ien-t'ai doctrine, the first two links of twelvefold conditioned co­
arising, that is, ignorance (avidya) and volitional activity (sa1pSMra), cor­
respond to the Tripitaka Teaching, and therefore are discussed under 
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the rubric of the interpretation of conditioned co-arising as conceptual­
ly understood and as arising and perishing. 

380. This phrase is from the MaMparinirva1)a SiUra, T. 12, 806b5. 
381. This phrase is from the P'a-sa ying 10 ching, T. 16, 8a25. This P'a-sa ying 

10 ching is not to be confused with the Ytng 10 ching which is an apocryphal 
Chinese Sutra and one ofChih-i's sources for the term "threefold truth." 
See chapter 3. In the Fa hua hsil4n i, however, both of these texts are 
referred to merely as the Jin wang ching. 

382. I was unable to locate the sources for these descriptions of twelvefold 
prat;tyasamutpada. The Shakusen kOgi identifies the phrase "twelve-leveled 
castle" as being from the mt cha chang cha ching 1i 1iJ 1i!1iJ*! , but this 
text is not extant, as least as far as I was able to determine. See Bukkyo 
taikei: Fa hua hsil4n i II, 8. 

383. The following is a summary of the Ytng 10 ching, T. 16, 37c4-9. The Yang 
10 ching says, "Ignorance is a condition for volitional activity, which also 
gives birth to the twelve [links]. Volitional activity is a condition fo:­
consciousness, which also gives birth to the twelve [links]. Conscious­
ness is a condition for name and form, which also gives birth to the 
twelve [links] ... " and so forth. 

384. In other words, each of the twelve links includes the other eleven links. 
385. Twelve links times eleven should give the figure of one hundred and 

thirty-two. Chan-jan addresses this problem in the Fa hua hsil4n i shih 
ch'ien and says that since birth and death are one category tHE = 
sa'flStira!), the figure of one hundred and twenty is reached by multi­
plying twelve by ten instead of eleven. 

386. These phrases are two different Chinese translations for the same 
Sanskrit term, prat;tyasamutpada. One can imagine that various in­
genious scholastic interpretations were constructed in China to explain 
the supposed subtle difference between these two terms, as Chih-i 
proceeds to do. Chan-jan and the other commentators trace this issue 
back to the AbhidhaT17l4- maMvib/ui4ti S4stTa. For details see Bukkyo tamei: 
Fa hua hsaan i II, 11-15. 

387. The causes of one's present life. 
388. The results of past lives, which is this present life. 
389. The causes for future lives. 
390. The results which will be the content of future lives. 
391. Because an arhat has no further rebirth in sa'flStira. 
392. The Shakusen kOgi claims that this text refers to the AbhidhaT17l4-dhaT17l4-

slc4ndha-pada S4stra Mm3i'@i!~JE~~by Mahamaudgalyayana jdHZ)i , 
a Sarvastivadin Ahhidharma text. The text extant in the T. 26, No. 1537, 
was translated by Hsiian-tsang. Thus if this attribution is correct, Chih­
i must have had access to an earlier translation which is now lost. This 



NOTES TO PAGES 215-218 325 

is another piece in the unsolved puzzle of what Abhidharma texts Chih­
i had access to and on which Abhidharma texts he relied as the authority 
for his analysis of the so-called Tripitaka Teaching. In any case, I was 
not able to find the source of these comments. 

393. This probably refers to the Vasumitra who was one of the authorita­
tive commentators on the AbhUlharma-mahii:vibhi44 84stTa. Once again I 
could not track down the source for, nor figure out the meaning and 
significance of, Chih-i's comments. 

394. Usually there are five sense organs; the eye, nose, ear, tongue, and 
body. Perhaps this refers to an unidentified Abhidharmic classification 
offour categories of (the five) sense organs. 

395. Here begins a classification of the five stages through which one pas­
ses through in the womb before one is born and the six senses are ma­
ture. 

396. In other words, the newborn baby had a body with all the the physi­
cal sense organs, but has not yet begun to conceptualize. 

397. These three "experiences" could refer to the above covetous passions .:1: , licentious desire ~ak , and attachment ~* ; or it could refer to 
the tri-vedan4 from the AbhUlha1'flUlJw§ab~: pleasure·~ (sukha), pain 
1!i (d~), and neither pleasure nor pain (adh~-asu.tha). See Naka­
mura, BuItkyOgo daijilen, 470. 

398. Bakkula was a disciple of the Buddha §akyamuni. For details see 
Mochizuki IV, 4190. 

399. This term is often given at the end of the list of the twelve links of con­
ditioned co-arising. 

400. Or, they represent a doctrine which denies causation, one of the four 
heretical non-Buddhist teachings. See Nakamura, BuItltyogo daijilen, 
1314. 

401. Or, of that which does the causing (ignorance and volitional activity) 
vs. that which is consequentially caused (attachment and existent). 

402. Thus ends Chih-i's presentation of conditional co-arising as conceptual 
and arising-and-perishing. This understanding ofpratityasamutpada cor­
responds to that of the Tripitaka Teachings. It is often difficult in this 
section to understand what point Chih-i is trying to make. The main 
problem is that Chih-i is basing his presentation on unknown or uniden­
tified Abhidarma texts and/or Chinese speculations and distinctions 
based on certain unknown Abhidharmic terms. Without knowing the 
context ofChih-i's arguments, it is often impossible to judge the mean­
ing and significance of his comments. Nevertheless it is possible to con­
clude that Chih-i is here presenting as the Tripitaka Teaching an 
understanding of pratityasamutpada as a temporal and real causation, 
that dharmas do arise and then perish. It is an understanding of pratitya-
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samutpiida which does not measure up to what Chih-i considers to be 
the sophistication of realizing the emptiness of all dharmas. Emptiness, 
the non-arising and non-perishing of dharmas, is the content of the 
next level of understanding. 

403. In other words, both this and the previous understanding are concep­
tual, but this second one is a "skillful" understanding by which the "un­
skillful" understanding is overcome. This position corresponds to the 
Shared Teachings, and the doctrine of emptiness. 

404. T. 30, Ib22-23. This is the second part of the Mfdamadhyam0JuzJr4riJr4 
quote given in the previous section. 

405. All are empty of substantial Being. 
406. From T. 16, 340bI5-16. For the original Sanskrit see Bagchi, SuvaT7J.4-

prabluisa Satra, Buddhist Sanskrit Texts No.8, Darbhanga, 1967,33. 
407. This refers to the popular Buddhist simile of a man who is frightened 

because he mistakes the root of a tree for a snake. Of course, when the 
man realizes his mistake, that the root is not really a snake, he is no 
longer frightened. For an excellent presentation of such similes and 
the analogy of this world as a magic show, and the development of these 
ideas in Yogacara Buddhism, see Nagao Gadjin's article "The Buddhist 
World-View as Elucidated in the Three-Nature Theory and Its Similes," 
The Eastern Buddhist, New Series, Vol. XVI, No.1, Spring 1983, 1-18. 

408. This position corresponds to the Distinct Teaching and the doctrine of 
conventional existence. 

409. T. 9, 465c26-27. This phrase has already been quoted numerous times. 
See note 106. In T'ien-t'ai this is interpreted not in the sense ofa mind­
only idealism, but that there is nothing we experience which we do not 
perceive through the conceptual constructions produced by our minds. 
It is not a denial of the reality of the outside objective world. 

410. See, for example, the DoJabhilmilta SUtra Siistra, T. 26, 180a20-21. Chih­
i does not identify the text, school, or scholar which he is quoting, but 
in this era the southern Ti-Iun (DoJabhilmilta Satra Siistra) school, taught 
that the iiJayavijnana was a pure and undefiled consciousness identical 
with tathata ~~O . On this subject see Stanley Weinstein's article on 
"The Concept of alayavijnana," YUki KyOju SMoju Kinen: Bukltyo shiso-shi 
ronshil, Tokyo: DaitO Shuppan, 1964, 33-50. See also Ando's discussion 
on this subject in 1973, 96fI. 

411. The Shakusen kogi identifies this quote as being from the "Liang" trans­
lation of the MaJulyiina Sa1[lg'aha, section 11-6, which must mean 
Paramartha's translations which are extant in T. 31, Nos. 1593 and 
1595. However, I was unable to locate this quotation in these works. 
In any case Chih-i here is referring to the position of the She-Iun school 
and the northern Ti-Iun school (more precisely: Hui-yiian and his Ta 
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ch'eng i chang-see chapter 5) which taught that the tUayavijiiiina is 
defiled and posited a ninth pure amalavijiiiina. See Weinstein 1964, 43-
46. Actually it is difficult to know what this She-Iun school really did 
teach, since the writings of the She-Iun scholars are not extant. Weinstein 
quotes Chan-jan's comments in the Fa hua hsilan i shih ch'ien as follows: 
"The Northern School regarded the tUaya as that upon which pheno­
mena depend (for their production), whereas the Southern School held 
that it was the tathatii which was the source. Both schools followed the 
teachings ofVasubandhu. Yet their interpretations were as incompatible 
as fire and water" (Weinstein 1964, 40). 

412. Such as a i'true consciousness" or a "defiled consciousness." 
413. In other words, "the understanding which overturns delusions" is suf­

ficient for realizing the truth at the lower level, but not for the high­
er level of non-conceptual wisdom. 

414. See in particular the section on "Destroying (Deluded) Dharmas" ~i;1;. 
T. 46, 62a 14ft 

415. See the discussion of these four methods of teaching in chapter 2, in 
the section on the To, chih tu lun. 

416. This phrase is actually quoted by the Ratnagotravibhiiga from the 
Srimiilii.devi Satra, T. 12, 222a21-22, which reads, "All the pure wisdom 
of the arhats and pratyekabuddhas does not fundamentally perceive 
the objective realm of omniscience nor the Dharma Body of the 
Tathagata." In the Ratnagotravibhiiga, T. 31, 829c2-3 it reads, "All the 
wisdom of emptiness of the arhats and pratyekabuddhas does not fun­
damentally perceive the objective realm of omniscience nor the Dhar­
ma Body of the Tathagata." In short, the Ratnagotravibhiigo, substitutes 
"the wisdom of emptiness" ~'& for "the pure wisdom" ~,'& in the 
Srimiilii.devi Satra. Chih-i follows this substitution and also substitutes 
"the Tathagata's body" for "the objective realm of omniscience nor the 
Dharma Body of the Tathagata." In any case, the point is that the ar­
hats and pratyekabuddhas, who understand pratityasamutpada concep­
tually as explained above, do not completely and correctly perceive the 
objective realm as perceived by the Buddha with his omniscience 
(so,rvajiiii). The following section is an outline of the teachings found 
in the Ratnagotravibhiiga, T. 31, 829b-83Oc. For an English translation 
and study of the Ratnagotravibhiigo, see TakasakiJikido 1966,207-218. 
The Ratnagotravibhiiga in tum is based to a great extent on the 
Srimiilii.devi Satra. 

417. These four "antidotes" (f1rati~o, ?) are defined in the Ratnagotra­
vibhiiga, T. lU, 829b22 as the concept of transiency .'M'.~. (o,nitya), the 
concept of suffering ~.~. (d~), the concept of no substantial self 
.ft.~. (anatman), and the concept of impurity 1'~'!~. (afubha). These 
four concepts are utilized in Hinayana to overcome delusions and 
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advance on the path to enlightenment. Chih-i, following the Ratnagotra­
vibMga, is claiming that these are not the final or complete teachings 
of the Buddha. 

418. Because the Buddha is characterized as eternal, blissful, selfhood, and 
pure. 

419. The undefiled realm in which all passions have been severed. This is 
the goal and realm of enlightenment for those of the two vehicles. 

420. These four obstacles (paripanth4?) to attaining the "pure Dharma Body 
of all Tathagata-Buddhas" are listed in the Ratnagotravibhiiga, T. 31, 
830bl-2. See also Takasaki 1966,214-215. They are listed as the mark 
of conditions .m , the mark of causes ~:f§ , the mark of rebirth ~:f§ , 
and the mark of destruction ~:f§ . Chih-i misquotes the second obstacle 
(or he had a corrupt text), saying only "marks" instead of "the mark of 
causes." This is not serious because in his following explanation of the 
four obstacles, the second obstacle of "marks" is correctly defined as 
referring to causes. In short, Chih-i is saying that the attainment of 
arhatship does not mean complete extinction, and that arhats and 
pratyekabuddhas still have some way to go before attaining complete 
Buddha- hood and must undergo some sort of rebirth. 

421. This is the fundamental, or latent, or habitual propensity of ignorance 
which has not yet been severed by those of the two vehicles and which 
obstructs their attainment of complete Buddhahood. See S'1im4l4.devi 
SiUra, T. 12, 220a9bb. 

422. Actions taken without attachment or delusion and are thus without kar­
mic force. 

423. Manomayakdya. This refers to the non-physical "mind-only" bodies which 
are the content of rebirth for those who have severed passions. Takasaki 
1966,215, defines it as follows: "The body of the saints is said to be 
consisting merely of mano-skandha instead of five upadana-skandhas as 
in the case of ordinary beings." The exact nature of these "mind-born 
bodies" is far from clear. Wayman discusses the problem in his transla­
tion of the Srimii.lii.devi SiUra 1974,29-31. The three types ofmanoma­
yakdya are, as the Ratnagotravibhiiga points out (T. 31, 830b27-28), those 
of the arhat, the pratyekabuddha, and "Bodhisattvas of Great Strength" 
*trtf~ . 

424. This is also based on the Srimii.lii.devi Satra's distinction between the 
death suffered by ordinary mortals $t~~ and the death suffered by 
those with a "mind-born body" which is a death characterized as an in­
conceivable transformation. In other words, the kind of death suffered 
by those with a mind-born body is beyond conceptual understanding 
and neither I nor anyone else can describe it verbally. See the S'1im4l4.devi 
SiUra, T. 12, 219c21; Wayman, Srimii.lii.devi SiUra, 82. 
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425. See the RatnagotravibMga, T. 31, 830b13ff; Takasaki, 216ff. 
426. According to Nakamura, BuJr./tyOgo daijitm, 1103, in Mahayana Bud­

dhism the "great self' has eight powers or self-rnasteries such as the 
ability to manifest oneself in many bodies, to manifest oneself in the 
whole trichiliochosm, fly through the air, and so forth, a concept bor­
rowed from the Vedanta school. 

427. This section and the relationship between its various elements can be 
summarized in Chart 8, p. 364 

428. T. 12, 768bll-12 and c17-18. This phrase is part of a longer discus­
sion on Buddha-nature. 

429. This quote is from the same section as the previous quote in the 
MaMpariniriJ4f)4SfUra, T.12, 768a19-21. The entire context reads some­
what differently than Chih-i's abbreviated quote: "The fundamental 
limits *~ ~f [the samsaric cycle of] birth and death are of two types. 
First is ignorance, and second is the passionate attachment to existence. 
Between these two there is the suffering of birth, decay, sickness, and 
death. This is called the middle way. In this way the middle way can 
overcome the birth and death [of sa7JISara]: therefore it is called the 
middle. Because of this meaning the dharma of the middle way is called 
the Buddha-nature. Therefore Buddha-nature is eternal, blissful, self­
hood, and pure. All sentient beings are not able to perceive this, there­
fore [they think that reality is] transient, non-blissful, non-selfhood, and 
impure. Buddha-nature truly is not transient, non-blissful, non­
selfhood, and impure." I find this passage extremely vague and illogi­
cal. It does not "prove" any of its statements: it merely jumps from one 
assertion to the next. 

430. The relationship between, or rather the identity of. the three ways of 
sa7JISara (lr1esa, karma, suffering) and the three characteristic qualities 
of Buddha hood (enlightenment, liberation, Dharma Body) is explained 
more clearly in the next section. 

431. As Chih-i pointed out in the above section, these three links correspond 
to the "way of delusions" (lr1esa) ~Jl'tflHl . 

432. These two links correspond to the "way of karma" *il . 
433. The five resultant links in the present from consciousness to experi­

ence, and the two results in the future of rebirth and decay-and-death. 
These links correspond to the "way of suffering" ~il . 

434. To take it one step further, suffering is in turn the cause and condi­
tion for passionate delusion, giving us the endless cycle of sa7JISara. 

435. See the MiUamadhyamaltakariJul passage (f. 30, Ib22-24) quoted above, 
that pralityasamutpada was taught as the dharma appropriate for 
sravakas, and is thus the content of the Tripitaka Teaching. 

436. This phrase is not from the chapter on "letters" which discusses this 
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subject in detail, but is from a section of the MaMparinirvii1J.Q, Satra (T. 
12, 630a22ff.) in which the Buddha denies that he has any "secret teach­
ing" M'£a which is hidden and undisclosed. This is illustrated (T. 12, 
63Oc26-631a6) with the analogy of a rich father who loves his son and 
takes him to a teacher to receive an education. However, the son is not 
yet ready to absorb advanced studies such as grammar, so the father 
takes him home and diligently teaches him the alphabet ** . In other 
words, the father teaches the alphabet to his son not in order to hide 
and keep secret the more profound and difficult subject of grammar, 
but teaches him according to the son's capacity to prepare him for even­
tually learning advanced grammar. The Buddha's teaching of the 
Hinayana Tripitaka is like this. 

437. Perhaps this refers to the section from the simile of plants in the liJtus 
SUtra (T.9, 19c1-6), which Hurvitz,liJtus Satra, 103, translates: "Those 
grasses and trees, shrubs and forests, and medicinal herbs do not know 
themselves whether their nature is superior, intermediate, or inferior; 
but the Thus Come One knows this Dharma of a single mark and a 
single flavor, namely, the mark of deliverance, the mark of disenchant­
ment, the mark of extinction, the mark of ultimate nirvii'{la, of eternal­
ly quiescent nirvii1J.Q" finally reducing itself to Emptiness. The Buddha, 
knowing this, observes the heart's desire of each of the beings, and 
guides them protectively. For this reason he does not immediately preach 
to them the knowledge of all modes." 

438. Lit. "original selfuess (svabMva) does not exist." More simply, "all is 
empty." 

439. This is a quote from the Paiicavi1{lSati-siihasriJt.a-prajMpiiramitii Satra dis­
cussed in the Ta chih tu lun. The context is expounding on the empti­
ness of all things, so that even the six piiramitii are like an illusion or 
dream (f. 25, 448c19), that is, they are no substantial Being. The sec­
tion concludes with the statement that "I teach that nirvii1J.Q, is also like 
an illusion and like a dream. If there were a dharma more superior to 
nirvii1J.Q, [implying that there is not], I would teach that this also is like 
an illusion and like a dream. Therefore, all you divine beings, these il­
lusions and dreams are non-dual and non-distinct with nirvii'{la." (T. 25, 
449a7-10) 

440. See T. 30, 1 b24-26. This passage has already been quoted and discussed 
above. 

441. One of the six major subjects in the Vedic tradition. This refers to the 
same analogy as in note 436; see T. 12, 630b26-631a6. The MaMpari­
nirvii1J.Q, Satra explains this analogy as follows: "This rich man repre­
sents the Tathagata. His one son represents all sentient beings. The 
Tathagata views all sentient beings with equanimity as if (each one was) 
his only son. His teaching of the one son refers to the sravaka disciples. 
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The incomplete teaching ("alphabet"] represents the nine-fold [Hina­
yana] scriptures. Grammar represents the vast Mahayana scriptures. 
Since the sravakas do not have the ability [lit. "power of wisdom" to 
understand more profound subjects], the Tathigata teaches them the 
incomplete ninefold scriptures, and does not teach the 'grammar' of 
the vast Mahayana scriptures." (1'. 12, 631all-16) 

442. YiUMtmyavataTa1)4kuJalaiIJ. Quoted and discussed in the Ta chill tu lun, 
T. 25, 107a17. See Lamotte, Ta chih tu lun I, 397, who translates this 
phrase as "lis excellaient a sauver convenablement. " This refers to the 
activity of the bodhisattva which is skillful in saving sentient beings be­
cause it is in accordance with the way things truly are, as empty of sub­
stantial Being, in contrast to the clumsy efforts of the followers of 
Hinayana. The Ta chih tu lun comments on this phrase as follows: "There 
is the dharma of the heretics which, though it saves sentient beings, 
does not really l'~D. save them, because there various mistaken views 
remain like chains. Although those of the two vehicles have the means 
of salvation, they are not able to save [others] because they are not om­
niscient [saruaftla] nor have the mind [capable of utilizing] expedient 
means. It is only the bodhisattva who is able to tndy and skillfully save 
[sentient beings]." (1'. 25, 107al8-22) 

443. This refers to the parable of the plants in the Chapter on Medicinal 
Herbs, T. 9, 20alf[ Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 107, translates the context as 
follows: 

Also, the Buddha's sons 
Who devote their thoughts exclusively to the Buddha Path, 
Who constantly practice good will and compassion, 
Who know that they themselves shall become Buddhas 
Decidedly and without any doubt-
These are called "small trees." 

See T. 9, 20a27-29. Chih-i's commentary on this section in the Fa haa 
wen chu, T. 34, 96b-c, also identifies this fourth category of "small trees" 
with the Shared Teaching. 

444. See the discussion of the Distinct Teaching in the previous section with 
the exposition on the four categories of conditions, causes, rebirth, and 
destruction based on the Ratnagotravibhiiga. 

445. This is a paraphrase of the first and third lines of the MiUamad­
hyo,'makaltti:rilt4 24:18 verse, T. 30, 33bll-12. See chapter 1. 

446. See, for example, the Ta chih tu lun, T. 25, 621aI3-15. 
447. This phrase from the MahiipariniTVtiT}l.l. SfUra, T. 12, 732a23-24, is quoted 

often by Chih-i, such as in the Mo ho chill kaan, T. 46, 8a2-3. The con­
text reads, "Why does the Tathagata ask about conditioned co-arising? 
The World-Honored One also has causes and conditions. Due to [the 
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cause of] extinguishing ignorance he attains the burning light of anut­
taTtlsamyaksa,!,oodhi. " 

448. T. 9, .20b17. Hurvitz, Lotus SiUra, 109, translates the context as follows: 
Again, there are those who dwell in dhyana; 
Who gain the strength of supernatural penetration; 
Who, hearing of the emptiness of the dharmas, 
At heart are overjoyed; 
Who, emitting numberless rays, 
Ferry across the living beings. 
These are called "great trees," 
Which gain in growth. 

449. The aforementioned ways of passionate delusion, karma, and suffering. 
450. The three qualities of prajM-wisdom l!Jitr , liberation MHlI. , and the 

Dharma Body ii~ . 
451. Is this a misprint for the three ways .=.,. ? 
452. These are the first and fourth lines of the MiUamadhyamakoMriM 24: 18 

verse, T. 30, 33bll-12. 
453. This phrase follows immediately after the previous phrase quoted from 

the 14 chill tu lun, T. 25, 621al4-15. 
454. See T. 12, 768a20-22. This is the same phrase quoted for the Perfect 

Teaching in the previous section. The entire phrase reads, "The fun­
damental limits of birth and death are of two types. First is ignorance, 
and second is the passionate attachment to existence. Between these 
two there is the suffering of birth, decay, disease, and death. This is 
called the middle way." The context is that of a discussion on the mean­
ing of Buddha-riature. 

455. From the second chapter "On Expedient Means" of the Lotus SatTa, T. 
9, 9b9. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 41, translates; 

By virtue of conditions is the Buddha-seed realized: 
For this reason they preach the One Vehicle. 

In a note Hurvitz points out that the extant Sanskrit for this phrase is 
very different and translates the Sanskrit as: "For permanent is this 
dharma-eye, and the nature of the dharmas ever radiant. Having seen 
[this eye], the Buddhas, the Supreme among the Two-Legged Beings, 
shall set forth my One Vehicle." 

456. This phrase is from the last part of the verses on the simile of the plants 
quoted throughout this section, T. 9, 20b22. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 109, 
has: 

KaSyapa, let it be known 
That, when by invoking causes and conditions 
And a variety of parables 
I demonstrate the Buddha Path, 
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This is my expedient device. 
The other Buddhas are also this way. 
Now, for your sakes, I preach 1M most true Reality . ... 

457. T. 9, 6c19. In other words, the ultimate teaching of the Buddha is 
beyond conceptual understanding, but it is finally revealed in its es­
sence in the Lotus SiUTa. 

458. The other Sotras and the content of the Tripitaka, Shared, and Dis­
tinct Teachings are the Buddha-dharma and not to be taken lightly, 
but the Buddha-dharma is finally fully exposed in the Lotus SiUTa. 

459. In other words, he supplie<i him with any and all his needs, as the Bud­
dha supplies the teaching needed by each sentient being. This phrase 
is from the analogy of the poor son, T. 9, 17a20. See also Hurvitz, Lotus 
SiUTa,87. . 

460. The father "giving" to his son what is rightfully and originally his is 
an expedient means, like the Buddha leading sentient beings to real­
ize their inherent Buddha-nature. 

461. The Lotus SiUTa itself claims that it is "the king of all SOtras." T. 9, 32a16. 
462. T. 12, 66Oc9. The entire phrase in the MahiipaTiniroii1)a SiitTa reads, 

"These Mahayana scriptures and the MahiipaTiniroii1)a SutTa are also 
like this. They are able, for the sake of sravakas and pratyekabuddhas, 
to open their eye of wisdom" .IIR . This "eye of wisdom" refers to the 
ability to perceive the truth of emptiness. 

463. Once again this is from the section in the MaMpaTiniroiiTJ4 SiitTa, T. 12, 
772bl6-17, which discusses Buddha-nature. 

464. In other words, the Perfect Teaching is subtle not in the sense of rel­
ative to the crude, but in an absolute sense. 

465. This is a paraphrase ofT. 12, 711b7-9. The entire section reads: "Con­
cerning insight Il,ij , there are three kinds of insight. Bodhisattva-in­
sight, the insight of all Buddhas, and insight (concerning) ignorance. 
The insight of the bodhisattva is identical to prajMpiiTamita. The in­
sight of aU Buddhas is identical to the Buddha-eye. The insight [con­
cerning] ignorance is identical to ultimate emptiness." This passage is 
not saying that ignorance and insight is the same; it is saying that realiz­
ing the truth of emptiness is to have insight into the true nature of ig­
norance. 

466. The relevance of this analogy escapes my comprehension. 
467. A simile for the bodhisattva stages, which are the "womb" from which 

a Buddha is born. The bodhisattva stages are called a "noble womb" in 
the Jin wang ching, T. 826b29. The subject is discussed in more detail 
in Chih-i's commentary to theJin wang ching, T. 33, 269a19ff; see es­
pecially 269c13. 

468. Chan~an identifies these as anonymous "Srimiiliidevi SiUTa Masters." 
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This refers to scholars who specialized in the study of the Srimil4devi 
SiUra, as other scholars specialized in the MaMpariniroti'Qa SiUra or 
MaMya:na Sa'l!'graha See Bulckyo taiUi: Fa hoo hsilan i II, 73-77. 

469. This refers to the sixth section in the Srimil4devi SiUra on "The Un­
limited Noble Truths:" T. 12, 221a20-b7. See Wayman,Srimil4deviSiUra, 
95. This section emphasizes that although sravakas and pratyekabud­
dhas have severed certain passions and delusions, they have not severed 
them all, and thus the term "noble" applies only to the Tathagata who 
has severed all obstacles to perfect enlightenment. 

470. Krta?: created, conditioned, conscious, deliberate; in contrast to .fF : 
uncreated, unconscious, unconditioned, or spontaneous. This refers to 
the eighth section of the SrimiiJadevi SiUra, T. 12, 221b22ff. Wayman, 
Srimtiliidevi SiUra, 96-97, translates these two terms as "Create" and 
"Uncreate." Diana Paul, The Buddhist Feminine Ideal: QJuen SrimQ,lti and 
the TatMgatagarbha, Missoula: Scholar's Press, 1980, 191, translates them 
as "conditioned" and "unconditioned." Though all of these English 
terms are inadequate, I have chosen to use the terms "deliberate" and 
"spontaneous" based on Chih-i's interpretation. 

In Chih-i's fourfold classification of ways to understand the four noble 
truths, the fourth category is the "four noble truths as spontaneous." 
As we shall see, this refers to reality as it is, uncreated and without 
being deliberately conceptualized. The term "spontaneous" takes on 
important meaning in the realm of practice, where the ultimate prac­
tice is the spon- taneous contemplation and insight into reality. The 
Buddha's wisdom is not a deliberate analysis of, but a spontaneous and 
omniscient insight into, reality. Also, the Buddha's soteriological ac­
tivity is not a deliberate attempt to save beings but a spontaneous out­
flowing of compassion. 
The SrimiiJadevi SUlra's use of f'p and .f'F , on the other hand, is closer 

to the meaning of "created" and "uncreated" or "conditioned" and "un­
conditioned." The passage in question reads: "The meaning of the con­
ditioned [deliberate] noble truths is explained as the four truths which 
can be measured ;:filt . Why? Because it is not by depending on others 
that one can know all suffering, sever all causes of suffering, realize all 
extinction, and cultivate the entire path. Therefore, World Honored 
One, there is both conditioned sa'Tf'Stira and unconditioned sa'Tf'Stira, and 
nirvti'Qa is also likewise, being with remainder and without remainder. 
The meaning of the unconditioned [spontaneous] noble truths is ex­
plained as the four noble truths which cannot be measured ._ . Why? 
Because he can, with his own power, know all suffering, sever all causes 
of suffering, realize all extinction, and cultivate the entire path" (T. 12, 
221b22-29). In other words, as the SrimiiJadevi SiUra says, the Buddha's 
wisdom and activity is spontaneous and immeasurable because he 
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depends only on himself and his own power. The sravaka and 
pratyekabuddha depend on others (the Buddha); therefore their ac­
tivity and understanding is conditioned, limited, and deliberate. 

471. S'I'imIUadevi SiUra, T. 12, 221b23. See previous note. 
472. They still have something to attain, some practice to accomplish. In this 

case the meaning of the Chinese term f'F , meaning "act, do, or create," 
is being used as a play on words. 

473. In this case meaning "having more work to do, or more practice to ac­
complish." It is impossible to make a consistent and readable English 
translation in cases such as this which depends on the various mean­
ings and nuances of the Chinese characters themselves. 

474. See S'Timalader.!i SatTa, T.12, 221 b23-24. See translation of this section 
in note 470. 

475. In other words, sravakas hear of the four noble truths through the 
teaching of the Buddha, but this is a "limited" understanding of the 
truth, not the infinite immeasurable truth which is beyond verbaliza­
tion. 

476. I usually translate this term as "spontaneous." In this case it means 
"having no more practice which needs to be accomplished." 

477. This is a paraphrase of the STimaladevi Satra, T. 12, 221b27-29 The full 
phrase reads: the Buddha "can, with his own power, know all suffer­
ing, sever all causes of suffering, realize all extinction, and cultivate the 
entire path." 

478. The classification is based loosely on the long discussion of the four 
noble truths in the MaMpariniroa1J.4 Satra, T. 12, 676b-687b. The four­
fold classification per se is not given in the MaMpariniroa1J.4 Satra. Rather, 
Chih-i extracts these phrases, such as "arising and perishing" and "im­
measurable" from the Sutra. To this extent the classification is original 
with Chih-i. For a discussion of this fourfold classification of the four 
truths in the Mo ho chih kuan see chapter 1. 

479. This refers to those of the Tripiraka Teaching who have a partial or 
one-sided f.ii\i view in the sense that they realize the conditioned arising 
and perishing (pratuyasamutpada) of dharmas without realizing the 
emptiness of all dharmas. 

480. In other words, the first two truths of suffering and the causes of suf­
fering are one category in the sense that they refer to the cause and 
effect (of suffering) in this samsaric world. The last two truths of the 
Path and extinction are also one category and refer to the cause and 
effect of liberation and the transcendence of this samsaric realm. 

481. The Sa1f'yulttdbhidho:rmahrdaya Sastra, T. 28, No. 1552, 869-965, is a 
Sarviistivadin Abhidharma text by Dharmatrata itiJ& , an expansion of 
the Abhidho:rmahrdaya Sastra of DharmaSri (?) it», , T. 28, No. 1550, 
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809-832. It is extant only in Chinese translation. This text was trans­
lated into Chinese by Sarpghavarman 1t1JJlU~ in A.D. 434 or 435. The 
passage paraphrased by Chih-i is in the eighth chapter of the Sa1f'yuAta­
bhidho:rmahrooya SiistTa, T. 28, 936b2k5, which says, "Question: The 
[four] truths have what characteristics? Answer: 

The nature of the results of all volitional activity 
With [passionate] outflows is taught as suffering. 
The nature of causes is the causes [of suffering]. 
The exhaustion of all suffering is the truth of extinction. 

'The nature of the results of all volitional activity with [passionate] 
outflows is taught as suffering' means that all volitional activity with 
[passionate] outflows has causes and the nature of bondage; therefore 
it is taught as 'suffering.' 'The nature of causes is the cause [of suffer­
ing)' means that these volitional activities with [passionate] outflows 
have the nature of causation; therefore it is taught as 'the causes [of 
suffering].' Therefore suffering and its causes are one thing. The causes 
and results are established as two truths. 'The exhaustion of all suffer­
ing is the truth of extinction' means that all dharmas with [passionate] 
outflows are ultimately quiescent and extinct. This is taught as 'the 
truth of extinction.' 

If all volitional activities are without [passionate] outflow, 
This is taught as the truth of the path. 
Because of these two causes and conditions, 
The minute [phenomena] appear one after the other. 

'If all volitional activities are without [passionate] outflow, this is 
taught as the truth of the Path' means that all volitional activity that is 
lacking in [passionate] outflows is taught as the truth of the path." 

482. The following definitions given by Chih-i are based on the section on 
the four truths in the MahiipariniTVii:TJ4 SatTa, T. 12, 676b8ff., but the 
analysis is actually a rather free paraphrase and says more than the 
original. This section in the MahiipariniTVii1J4 SatTa begins as follows (T. 
12, 676b8-15; Yamamoto I, 291): "Next, KaSyapa, there are noble prac­
tices, that is, the four noble truths of suffering, its causes, extinction, 
and the path. KaSyapa, 'suffering' refers to the mark of oppression. 
'Causes [of suffering), refers to the mark of being able to arouse and 
expand [this suffering]. 'Extinction' refers to the mark of quiescence. 
'The path' refers to the mark of Mahayana .... Also, good sons, suf­
fering has three marks: the suffering of suffering, the suffering of ac­
tivity, the suffering of destruction. The 'causes [of suffering), are the 
twenty-five modes of existence. 'Extinction' refers to the extinction of 
the twenty-five modes of existence. 'The path' refers to the cultivation 
of the precepts, meditation, and wisdom .... " 

483. These are usually given as the four "signs" or basic teachings of the 
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Buddha dharma: transiency, suffering, non-substantiality (emptiness), 
and non-selfhood (o.nitya-du/.lkh4-§Unya-o.natmatii). 

484. This is a classification of the samsaric realm of existence into twenty 
five levels: the four continents, the four evil destinies, the six heaven­
ly realms of desire, the four dhyano. stages, the four stages of fonnless­
ness, the realm beyond conceptualizations, and the realm of the o.M­
gamin. For details see Hurvitz, Ckih-i, 339-342. 

485. Fo ch'ui pan nieh p'o.n lio.o shoo chiao chieh ching fflHm~~~~~~_, T. 
12, No 389, 1110-1112. The text is not extant except in this one trans­
lation attributed to Kumarajiva. Its content purports to be the last words 
and testament of the Buddha before his entry into parinirotlf}Q., hence 
the title. It was considered as an appendix to the Mo.haparinirotlf}Q. Siltro.. 
Chih-i's paraphrase is from the last part of the Sutra, T. 12, 1112a25-
28, which reads, "The truth of suffering which the Buddhas explains 
is a truly real suffering. The causes [of suffering] are true causes, and 
there are no different causes. If suffering is extinguished, then the 
causes are extinguished. If the causes are extinguished, then the results 
are extinguished. The path for extinguishing suffering is a real path, 
and there is no other path." 

486. This is in contrast, for example, to the position of the Ch'eng shih lun 
scholars, who taught that the real truth (paTo.martho.satya) is to be iden­
tified with, or corresponds to, the third Noble Truth of extinction. See 
my discussion of the Ch'eng shih lun, chapter 6. It is also the position of 
the Srimtiltidevi Siltro., which Chih-i discusses in more detail below. 

487. The exact meaning of this phrase is not clear, which is reflected by the 
long discussion on it in the commentaries: see BukkyO to.iItei, Fo. hua 
hsi.lo.n i II, 90-98. I believe it means that for Chih-i (contrary to the 
position of some scholars who teach that niro4f}Q. is extinction and that 
the final goal of Buddhism is to attain complete extinction, and that 
therefore the truth of extinction is identical with the highest truth) 
complete extinction is not the final goal but only an expedient teach­
ing at the level of the Tripitaka Teaching. The arising and perishing 
of dharmas is not the real, ultimate truth. However, it is a means and 
a practice - the extinction of passion and delusion is a necessary step­
through which one attains insight into reality and through which the 
ultimate truth is revealed. 

488. In other words, the truth has three meanings or functions, the on­
tological sense in that the truth is such because it refers correctly to a 
reality which is truly there, and is not nothingness, the existential sense 
in that it is through realizing this truth that one attains enlightenment, 
and the practical sense, in that the realization of this truth gives one 
the authority and power to teach it to others. These three meanings of 
the truth are later concisely outlined as "noble reality" MJ! , the 
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"attainment of wisdom" f~~ ,and the "ability to teach" ~~ . I do not 
know if this analysis of the meaning of "truth" is original with Chih-i 
or if it is based on some text, or if he is outlining the general inter­
pretation of the term prevalent in his day. 

489. T. 12, 682c7-14 The full passage reads, "All ordinary people have suf­
fering and not the truth. ~ravakas and pratyekabuddhas have suffer­
ing and [know] the truth of suffering, but not true reality lllr . All 
bodhisattvas understand suffering as no-suffering, therefore they do 
not have suffering but have the real truth. All ordinary people have 
the causes [of suffering] but not the truth. ~ravakas and pratyekabud­
dhas have the causes [of suffering] and [know] the truth of the causes 
[of suffering]. All bodhisattvas understand the causes [of suffering] and 
as lacking in the causes (of suffering), therefore they do not have the 
causes [of suffering] but have the real truth. ~ravakas and pratyekabud­
dhas have extinction but not the real [or, "it is not real"?]. Bodhisat­
tva-Mahasattvas have extinction and have the real truth. Sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas have the path but not the real [or, "it is not real"?] 
Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas have the path and have the real truth." 

490. In other words, since all is empty of substantial Being, there is no real 
suffering nor causes of suffering, and so forth. These phrases denying 
the substantial arising and perishing of the four truths are found in 
scattered passages of the Mahiiparinirva1J4 SiUTa and the ViSe~acinta-brah­
mapariPrcchii SatTa. For example, the Vi§e~acinta-brahmapariprcchii SatTa 
T. 15, 39a2-6 says, "One should know that the noble truths are neither 
suffering nor the causes [of suffering], nor extinction, nor the path. 
The noble truths mean: knowing that suffering does not [substantial­
ly] arise is called the noble truth of suffering. Knowing that the causes 
[of suffering] do not fuse is called the noble truth of the causes [of suf­
fering]. Knowing that ultimately in the extinction of dharmas there is 
neither arising nor perishing is called the noble truth of extinction. 
That all dharmas are equal and that one attains the path by means of 
the non-duality of dharmas is called the noble truth of the path." 

491. See, for example, the section on "learning through practice" WI/!, in 
the Ta chih tu lun, T. 25, 329clff. 

492. In other words, these two truths are the causes, or basis, for the aris­
ing of suffering and release from suffering. 

493. In other words, phenomenal appearances are empty of substantial Being 
and thus identical and integrated with ultimate reality. Reality (nirva1J4) 
is not separate from and transcendent of concrete everyday phenomena. 

494. T. 12, 682c9-10. See note 489. 
495. This is an abbreviated quote from the same section on the four truths 

in the Mahiiparinirva1J4 SatTa, T. 12, 684a23-28; see Yamamoto I, 323. 
The full quote reads: "Good son! There are two types of wisdom in 
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knowing the four noble truths. The first is mediocre and the second is 
superior. The wisdom of the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas is mediocre 
and the wisdom of aU Buddhas and bodhisattvas is superior. Good son! 
To know that all skandho. involve suffering is called a mediocre wisdom. 
To discriminate all skandho. as having immeasurable marks and that they 
all involve suffering is not something known by the sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas. This is called superior wisdom Good son! I did not 
explain these meanings in the (other) Sutras." It might be worth point­
ing out here that in this context ~~ means "mediocre wisdom" and 
does not refer to the "wisdom of the middle" which in the T'ien-t'ai 
system is considered the highest wisdom. 

496. This is an abbreviated quote from the same passage on the four truths 
in the MaMpariniroo,1)4 SUtra, T. 12, 684c13-18; Yamamoto I, 325. The 
full quote reads: " 'Good son! The worldly truth is the truth of supreme 
meaning.' 'World Honored One. If so, then there are not two truths.' 
The Buddha said, 'Good son! There are good expedient means which 
are [taught] in accordance with the capacities of sentient beings, so it 
is explained that there are two truths. Good son! If we follow (conven­
tional) verbal explanations, there are two kinds (of truths): first, the 
worldly dharma, and second, the transworldly dharma. Good son! That 
known by those who have transcended the world is called the truth of 
supreme meaning. [Note: Chih-i's version is slightly different here.] 
The knowledge of the worldly man is called the worldly truth'." 

497. The S'I"i1Iullddevi SatTa discusses the four noble truths in two categories 
which in this context are better translated as the "conditioned" or "cre­
ated" noble truths f'F~~ and the "unconditioned" or "uncreated" noble 
truths ~f'F~~* . See T. 12, 221bl~222a3; Wayman, Srim4liidevi SatTa, 
96-98. For a translation of this section see note 470. 

498. The tenth chapter of the S'I"i1Iullddevi SUtra on "The One Truth" says: 
"Of the four noble truths, three are transient and one is eternal. Why? 
Because three are characterized as conditioned ~~H! . To be condi­
tioned means to be transient. To be transient means to be a false and 
deluded dharma Jilil~7~ . To be a false and deluded dharma means to 
be not true, not eternal, and not a refuge. Therefore the truths of suf­
fering, the causes (of suffering), and the path are not the truth of 
supreme meaning, because they are neither eternal nor a refuge. The 
one truth of the extinction of suffering is detached from being condi­
tioned. To be detached from being conditioned means to be eternal. To 
be eternal means that it is not a false and deluded dharma. To not be 
a false and deluded dharma means that it is true, eternal, and a refuge. 
Therefore the truth of extinction is the [one truth of] supreme mean­
ing. The truth of extinction is beyond conceptual thought [acintya)" (T. 
12, 221b25-222a5). 
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499. The identity of this man is uncertain, although Chih-i often refers to 
him as an authority. 

500. It is not clear which Sutra this refers to, or if this is a general analysis 
of the meaning of all the Sotras by Dharmauttara. The Fa hua hsUan i 
shih ch'ien says that this is from the 5rimdlddevi SiUra, but the Shakusen 
/tog; points out that the 5rimdladevi Satra contains no such explicit pas­
sage. See the BuIrkyO taiJcei: Fa hua hsil4n i II, 111. 

501. The following section is very difficult to decipher. It is not clear whose 
or what position is being defended. Perhaps this is the response of 
5'Tim1ll4devi Satra scholars to Dharmauttara's challenge, for Chih-i then 
proceeds to criticize it. 

502. Usually this technical term is used in the positive sense oflmllitfitJ, which 
refers to the misconceptions of ordinary people who do not realize that 
the world is transient, full of suffering, impure, and without substan­
tial Being. The negation of these categories must refer to the idea, as 
discussed by Chih-i above, that sravakas and pratyekabuddhas are at­
tached to these four negative concepts and do not realize the ultimate 
truth that reality and ninNitaa is eternal, blissful, pure, and selfhood. 

503. Thus the S'TimIll4devi Satra corresponds to the Distinct Teaching and 
the understanding of the four noble truths as immeasurable, even 
though it utilizes the term "spontaneous noble truths". 

504. This phrase modifies each of the four noble truths in the last part of 
the section on the four noble truths in the MaMparinirviitaa SiUra, T. 
12, 685b7. The context, a discussion of the meaning of the "real truth" 
.~ reads: "MafijuSri said to the Buddha, 'World Honored One. If the 
truly real~. is the content of the real truth, then the dharmas of the 
truly real are identical with the Tathagata, emptiness, and Buddha na­
ture. If so, then there are no distinctions between the Ththagata, empti­
ness, and Buddha nature,' The Buddha said to MafijuSri, 'There is 
suffering, which is true and real. There is causes [of suffering], which 
are true and real. There is extinction, which is true and real. There is 
the path, which is true and real. Good son! The Tathagata is neither 
suffering nor the truth, but reality. Emptiness is neither suffering nor 
the truth, but reality. The Buddha nature is neither suffering nor the 
truth, but reality'," (f. 12, 685b3-9). 

505. For example, the threefold truth in the Distinct teaching is an under­
standing of emptiness, conventional existence, and the middle as dis­
tinct, gradual, and successive concepts. The threefold truth in the Perfect 
teaching is that they are synonymous, identical, and integrated. 

506. The phrase "visible form is itself emptiness" is found frequently in the 
Projitiip4ramila Satras. The second part of the phrase, "it is not empti­
ness through the perishing of form" was not found. However, see the 
Pancavif!'$ati-sti.hasriltii-prajfl,ij,piiramila Satra, T. 8, 221c1-5, and the To. 
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chill tu lun, T. 25, 327c22-328a18, which reads, "Visible form is itself 
emptiness, and emptiness is itself visible form .... All dharmas have 
the nature of reality and do not arise, do not perish, are not defiled, 
and are not pure .... " 

507. T. 8, 333b12-13 I have translated@ as "content" but it literally means 
"leans toward" or "tends to." A literal translation would thus read, "All 
dharmas tend toward visible matter and do not transcend this tenden­
cy:: This phrase occurs in a passage in the Pancavif!lSati-sahasriJrii.­
prajMfHiramua SiUTa where this pattern is repeated for numerous 
concepts. For example, it is repeated for all the five skandha (f. 8, 
333bI4-15); for the sixfHiramua (f. 8, 333b17ff.), that "all dharmas have 
emptiness as their content" (f. 8, 332c26), that "all dharmas have the 
ten powers and all the wisdom of the Buddha as their content" (f. 8, 
333c12-13), and so forth. 

508. The "unattainability" of anything is a common phrase used in the 
Pancavi"uati-sdhasrilul-prajMfHiramitii. SiUTa to illustrate emptiness. See, 
for example, T. 8, 26Oc, or T. 8, 396c-397a. 

509. See chart 1 which illustrates the relationship of MiUamadhyamaJcakiirikii 
24:18 to various T'ien-t'ai concepts and technical terms. The second 
line of the verse on emptiness corresponds to the four truths as nei­
ther arising nor perishing, the third line on conventional existence to 
the four truths as immeasurable, and the fourth line on the middle to 
the four truths as spontaneous. 

510. See the MiUamadhyamakaJuirilul, chapter 26 on "Contemplation ofTwel­
vefold Conditioned Co-arising" and chapter 27 on "Heretical Views," 
T. 30, 36b39c. The last line of chapter 26 says "This is the meaning of 
the twelvefold conditioned co-arising as arising and perishing as ex­
plained in detail in the Abhidharma and Sutras" (f. 30, 36c23-24). 
Chapter 27 opens with, "We have now heard the Mahayana dharma 
which destroys heretical views. Now we wish to hear of the sravaka's 
dharma which destroys heretical views" (f. 30, 36c25-26). 

511. The Wu liang i ching, T.9, 385c, says, "Good sons! There is one doctrine 
iir~ ["dharma-gate"] which leads bodhisattvas to attain anuttariisamyak­
sa'lf'bodhi quickly .... This one doctrine is called 'immeasurable: ... As 
natural desires are immeasurable, the preaching of the dharma is im­
measurable. The preaching of the dharma is immeasurable so its mean­
ings are immeasurable. Immeasurable meanings emerge from the one 
dharma .... " See also Karo, The Threefold Lotus Sutra, 12. 

512. This is not a quote from the Lotus SUtra but speaks of the general teach­
ing of the Lotus SfUra that all are included in the one Buddha-vehicle. 

513. The following section is based on the Mahiipariniruii1J.ll SiUra, T. 12, 
733c9-13, which discusses the idea that all positions are ultimately 
beyond explanation, verbalization, and conceptual understanding. The 
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text reads, "Good son! The non-arising of arising is unexplainable. The 
arising of arising is unexplainable. The arising of non-arising is unex­
plainable. The non-arising of non-arising is unexplainable. Arising is 
also unexplainable. Non-arising is also unexplainable. One is not able 
to explain them because they are due to causes and conditions fPrantya­
samutpada]." Chih-i takes the first four of these "unexplainables" and 
classifies them with his other fourfold classifications. Thus the "arising 
of arising" corresponds to the Tripitaka Teaching and the four truths 
as arising and perishing; the "arising of non-arising" corresponds to 
the Shared Teaching and the four truths as neither arising nor perish­
ing, the "non-arising of arising" corresponds to the Distinct Teaching 
and the four truths as immeasurable, and the "non-arising of non-aris­
ing" corresponds to the Perfect Teaching and the four truths as spon­
taneous. The main point here is that they are all ultimately beyond 
description and conceptual understanding. 

514. Thus the Shared Teaching is needed to bring out the true meaning 
and implications of the Tripitaka Teaching. 

515. In other words, why should the Buddha preach the Tripitaka Teach­
ing if it is not the full revelation of the ultimate truth? 

516. In other words, the direct disciples of the Buddha who are clever and 
have a great capacity for understanding were able to realize the ul­
timate truth of Mahayana upon first hearing the Tripitaka Teaching, 
such as those who attained enlightenment upon hearing the sermon 
which constituted the first turning of the wheel of the dharma. Thus 
the Tripitaka Teaching actually contains within it, for those with eyes 
to see, the ultimate truth later revealed more fully in the Shared, Dis­
tinct, and Perfect Teachings. 

517. This text, probably an apocryphal Chinese Sfitra, was believed lost and 
the Shalr.usen IWgi says that "this text is missing from the canon" (Bukkya 
taikei: Fa hU4 hsilan ill, 131). It was rediscovered, however, among the 
manuscripts at Tun-huang and published by Sekiguchi Shindai in his 
Tendai shikan no kenkyU, Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 1969, 37~02. 

518. Kassapa was the sixth of the so-called "seven past Buddhas" preceding 
and including Sakyamuni. 

519. The text published by Sekiguchi 1969, 398, says, "The Buddha said to 
Ananda, 'I, in the distant past, studied widely and had a dispute with 
MafijuSri over [the meaning of] the two truths as being (yu) or non­
being (wu). MafijuSri supported [the understanding of the two truths 
as] being; I supported non-being. On account of this dispute we were 
not able to determine whether the two truths mean being or non-being, 
and dying we fell into the three evil destinies where we wore hot steel 
globes for immeasurable kalpas. When I emerged from hell I met Kas­
sapa, who then explained the two truths of being and non-being. The 
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Buddha Kassapa said, 'All dhannas are without a substantial nature. 
[The meaning of] being and non-being which you speak of is not con­
sistent with this meaning. Why? Because all myriad dhannas are all 
empty and quiescent. These two truths are both being and non-being. 
Your present understanding is merely an understanding of the literal 
meaning, not an understanding of the profound meaning. Your un­
derstanding of this is like the deafand the dumb; how can you under­
stand the profound meaning?' I heard this and immediately went into 
the forest and contemplated it, entered a state of meditation, and for 
seven days within the four dhyana states contemplated samiidhi, the three 
contemplations, the three wisdoms, the three emptinesses, great empti­
ness, and the emptiness of supreme meaning, and finally understood 
this emptiness, that all the myriad dharmas are empty, are all empty 
and quiescent. Why? Because all the myriad dharmas are inherently 
empty by nature' ... n 

520. The stages of practice wherein a potential Buddha, or bodhisattva, cul­
tivates the practices which will lead to, or cause one to attain, the fruit 
of Buddhahood. 

521. The two rebirths include one more rebirth in the Tu~ita heaven to 
prepare for his last rebirth on earth as Sakyamuni. 

522. In other words (though Chih-i is stretching his imagination at this 
point), the time-span of the future Buddha's life as a bodhisattva with 
two rebirths left before attaining Buddhahood is very long and can in­
clude a period in which he falls into hell. 

523. A tenn used often by Chih-i to refer to the stage of attainment of one 
who is in a position to become a Buddha in his next life on earth (after 
dwelling for a time in the Tu~ita heaven). See Chappell, Tien-t'ai Bud­
dhism, 117, 136, 142, 171. 

524. In other words, to be afraid means that they still have delusions. The 
textual reference is from the SUV411J4prabhiisa SiUra, T. 16, 366b18-21. 
The context contains a list of various spells (dluira1J.i) with which bod­
hisattvas can ward off fearful things such as wild animals, giving the 
impression that bodhisattvas need the spells to get rid of the animals 
because they are afraid of them. 

525. The MaMparinirod1J.4 SiUTa, T. 12, 741bl3-20, explains: "An evil ele­
phant and so forth can only destroy the body but cannot destroy the 
mind. An evil friend can destroy both .... An evil elephant and so forth 
can destroy the physical body, but an evil friend can destroy the Dhar­
ma body." Compare the Biblical passage (Matthew 10:18), "And do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell." 

526. The above explanations are a bit strained and are an attempt to smooth 
over some of the rough edges in the "T'ien-t'ai Abhidharma system" 
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which includes the various stages of attainment according to the Four 
Teachings. In any case, the main point is the difficulty of understanding 
the two truths, the theme to which Chih-i now returns. 

527. See chapter 6. 
528. The Shakusen ItiJgi points out that "Seng-min of the Chuang-yen ssu 

propagated the DaSabhilmika Siltra Sastra and Chih-tsang of the K'ai­
shan ssu propagated the MiUamadhyamalcakii:rika. Together they disputed 
over the transcendence or non-transcendence of the two truths in Bud­
dhahood." Bukkyo taikei: Fa hua hsflan i II, 147. 

529. See the explanation of the passage in the Hokke gengi shiki, Bukkyo taikei: 
Fa hua Milan i, 147. 

530. It is not clear as to who this is referring to specifically. The various 
commentaries do not give names, but outline some of these interpreta­
tions. See Bukkyo taikei: Fa hua hsflan i-II, 148. 

531. See chapter 4. 
532. The Shakusen kogi (Bukkyo taikei: Fa hua hsflan i II, 149) identifies this 

interpretation with the Ta ch'eng i chang of Hui-yiian-see chapter 5. 
533. This is an expansion of the MahiipariniTVii7J.IL Siltra division of the 

Buddha's teachings into that in accordance with the minds of others 
1lJl1m~ and that given in accordance with his own mind IlJl § ~ . See T. 
12,820b-c. 

534. See Abhidharma-mahiivib~ii Sastra, T. 28, 9b-17a. 
535. The MahiipariniTVii7J.IL Siltra (T. 12, 688c15-23) contains the following 

analogy comparing the ignorance of the heretics with blind people seek­
ing to learn about the color of milk: "They are like a person blind from 
birth who does not know the color of milk. He asks another man, 'What 
is the color of milk like?' The other person says, 'The color white is 
like a shell.' The blind man again asks, 'Then, the color of milk is like 
the sound of a shell.' The man answers, 'No.' Again he asks, 'What is 
the color of a shell like?' He answers, 'It is like rice powder.' The blind 
man again asks, 'Is the color of milk soft like rice powder? What is [the 
color of] rice powder like?' He answers, 'It is like snow.' The blind man 
again asks, 'Is this rice powder cold like the snow? What is [the color 
of] snow like?' He answers, 'It is like a white crane.' This man blind 
from birth, although he hears four analogies [for the color of white], 
finally is not able to know the color of milk. All the heretics are like 
this ... ." 

536. Refers to the same passage quoted from the MahiipariniTViiTJ-a Sutra, 
which concerns the theory of the two types of preaching by the Bud­
dha. The passage speaks of five hundred monks who each give a dif­
ferent explanation for the cause or origin of the body, an understanding 
which led each of them to realize enlightenment. ~ariputra asks the 
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Buddha which of the five hundred is correct, and the Buddha answers 
that they are all correct. See T. 12, 82Ob2-17. 

537. Or "space," or "emptiness." 
538. This is another Abhidharmic quote for which the source is unknown. 

Even the Shakusen !tOgi admits that the text cannot be found. The 
Shakusen !tOgi adds that this phrase is also quoted in the Mo Iw chill kuan 
with regard to the two contemplations of emptiness and conventional 
existence ~1J!1=1ll , though with a different meaning. See Bukkyo taiA:ei: 
Fa hua hsaan i-II, 154. 

539. The ViSe~acinta-brahm4pariPrcclui SUtra actually says, "(The people of) 
the world are active in the world, but do not know the world. The bod­
hisattva is active in the world and dearly understands the marks of the 
world" (f. 15, 38a21-22). 

540. The three categories of the Buddha's teaching according to feelings, 
according to feelings and wisdom, and according to wisdom. 

541. This understanding of the two truths corresponds to the Hinayana in­
terpretations of the Tripitaka Teaching. 

542. See the Ta chih tu lun, T. 25, 377b29. 
543. This quote is contained in the context of a discussion on the "three dis­

eases" of greed, anger, and ignorance, T. 12, 841c3-9.1t reads, "All sen­
tient beings also like this have three kinds of diseases: first, greed; 
second, anger; and third, ignorance. In this way there are three an­
tidotes for these three diseases. The contemplation of impurities can be 
an antidote to greed. The contemplation of a compassionate mind can 
be an antidote to anger. The contemplation of the wisdom of condi­
tioned co-arising can be an antidote to ignorance. Good sons, in order 
to remove greed one should perform the contemplation of non-greed. 
In order to remove anger one should perform the contemplation of 
non-anger. In order to remove ignorance, one should perform the con­
templation of non-ignorance. Within the three kinds of disease there 
are not three kinds of antidotes. The three kinds of antidotes are not 
within the three kinds of disease." 

544. This second understanding of the two truths corresponds to the doctrine 
of emptiness emphasized in the Shared Teaching. 

545. See Ta chill tu lun, T. 25, 327c22-23. 
546. This phrase can also be read as "the truth of the non-duality of illusory 

existence," but the Bukkyo taiA:ei edition punctuates the phrase to read 
as above, and this is more consistent with the other sections. 

547. That is, the mundane truth consists of perceiving reality as discriminated 
and differentiated; the diversity of phenomena. 

548. To be literally consistent in my translation of technical terms I should 
translate this phrase as "the real is real reality," but this phrase would 
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be meaningless. This phrase is in contrast to the above phrase, "the 
mundane truth refers to phenomenal reality," so I have rendered it as 
"the real truth refers to true reality," that is, to reality as is truly is. 

549. Some are sravakas, some pratyekabuddhas, some bodhisattvas. 
550. This understanding of the two truths corresponds to the level of those 

who advance from the Shared to the Distinct Teaching 8iJt~~ . 
551. As the Sluzkusen IWgi points out, these three understandings of the two 

truths are the two truths as the emptiness of illusory existence, the two 
truths as the emptiness and non-emptiness of illusory existence, and 
the two truths as the emptiness of illusory existence and that all dhar­
mas tend toward non-emptiness, which correspond to the second, third, 
and fourth categories in the list of the seven types of two truths. See 
chart 8. 

552. See Ta chill tu lun, T. 25, 479c2-3. 
553. Corresponding to a person in the Shared Teaching whose under­

standing of the two truths is that of the second of the seven types of 
the two truths. 

554. These persons correspond to one who advances from the Shared to the 
Distinct Teaching, whose understanding of the two truths is that of the 
third of the seven types of two truths. 

555. These persons correspond to one who advances from the Shared to the 
Perfect Teaching, whose understanding of the two truths is that of the 
fourth of the seven types of two truths. 

556. I could not locate this quote in the MaMparinirua1}lL SatTa. The Sluzkusen 
1Wg; usually identifies the general location of such quotes but says noth­
ing about this one. See, however, the Ta chill tu lun T. 25, 327a3-4, 
where it says, "There are two kinds of emptiness. First is that which is 
conventionally designated 'emptiness,' which merely destroys the at­
tachment to Being and does not destroy emptiness. Second is to utilize 
emptiness to destroy Being and also (to show that) emptiness does not 
have Being" ~1f~. 

557. In other words, all of reality is empty of substantial Being. 
558. The one-sided emphasis on emptiness without realizing the emptiness 

of emptiness. 
559. The first refers to the bodhisattva of the Shared Teaching who has a 

one-sided realization of emptiness. The second refers to bodhisattvas 
who advance from the Shared to the Distinct Teaching and realize both 
the emptiness and the non-emptiness, or conventional existence, of 
reality. The third refers to the bodhisattvas who advance from the 
Shared to the Perfect Teaching and realize the integration of all reality. 
The Sluzkusen /togi refers to the Ta chill tu lun, fascicle No. 38. This text 
(T. 25, 342a-b), however, does not mention saruajfiil but rather that 
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there are some bodhisattvas who, from their first aspiration for en­
lightenment, have an empathy for prajMpiiramitli (T. 25, 342b25-26). 
It does mention the bodhisattvas who, from the time of their first en­
lightenment, enjoy unobstructed supranormal powers and go from Bud­
dhaland to Buddhaland (T. 25, 342al3-14), but not bodhisattvas who 
immediately sit on the seat of enlightenment like a Buddha. The Sh4kusen 
/tOgi speculates that either the original text was different from the ver­
sion now available, or that Chih-i was paraphrasing the content. Bukk,o 
taiJui: Fa hua hsiian i II, 188. 

560. This category corresponds to the fifth of the seven types of two truths, 
where the real is described as "neither Being nor emptiness." It also 
corresponds to the understanding of the two truths by those in the Dis­
tinct Teaching. 

561. The Sh4kusen IWgi says that this passage is in fascicle No. 33 of the 
Mahiipariniroii~ SUlra, but I could not locate it in the TaisM shinshil 
daiz.Olt,o. The Sh4kusen IWgi quotes the Mahiipariniroii~ SlUra as saying, 
"Even though I [the Buddha] explain that all sentient beings have the 
Buddha-nature, the sentient beings do not understand the Buddha's 
words [spoken in accordance with his] own mind. Good sons, in this 
way even more so those who are to be bodhisattvas in a later life can­
not understand. How much more so those of the two vehicles and other 
bodhisattvas! I, at one time, was at Mt. Grdhrakiifa with Maitreya, and 
we discussed the worldly truth. Sariputra and the other five hundred 
sravakas did not understand anything we said. How much more so for 
the transworldly supreme truth." Bukk,o taikei: Fa hua hsiian i II, 189. 

562. This category corresponds to the sixth of the seven types of the two 
truths. 

563. That is, the same as in the fifth of the seven types of two truths. See 
chart. 

564. A T'ien-t'ai technical term referring to the conscious and deliberate 
practice of contemplation, in contrast to the "true" practice of con­
templation which is spontaneous and non-deliberate. See Taya, Bultlt,o­
gaku jiten, 44. 

565. This last category corresponds to the seventh of the seven types of the 
two truths. 

566. From the Lotus SlUra, T. g, lla22-23. Hurvitz, Lotus SutTa, 52, has, "The 
Buddha by resort to various means, parables, and cunning phrases 
preaches, but his thought is as calm as the sea; when I hear him, my 
network of doubt is severed." 

567. In other words, the Perfect understanding of the two truths is that the 
real and mundane truths are of one inseparable and integrated reality, 
but they are conventionally differentiated and called "mundane" and 
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"real" for the sake of communication. 
568. The two truths as differentiated or non-identical within this world cor­

responds to the understanding of the two truths in the Tripitaka Teach­
ing, or the first of the seven types of the two truths. The two truths as 
identical within this world corresponds to the understanding of the 
Shared Teaching, or the second of the seven types. The two truths as 
differentiated or non-identical in the trans-worldly realm corresponds 
to the understanding of the two truths in the Distinct Teaching, or the 
fifth of the seven types. The two truths as identical within the transworld­
ly realm corresponds to the understanding of the two truths in the Per­
fect Teaching, or the seventh of the seven types. See Chart 10. 

569. The third of the seven types of two truths. 
570. The fourth of the seven types of two truths. 
571. The sixth of the seven types of two truths. 
572. This phrase is from the Vimalakirtinirdesa SiUra where MahakaSyapa ex­

pounds on the disadvantages oflJeing a Sravaka, T. 14, 549b20. Boin, 
Vimalakirtinirdesa SiUra, 179, translates the context as follows: "It would 
be better to become guilty of the five acts of immediate fruition [aMn­
tarya] than to be like us holy ones (arhat) who are completely delivered 
[atyantavimukta]. And why? Because those who become guilty of the five 
aMntarya still have the power to destroy these aMntarya, to produce 
the thought of enlightenment and gradually attain all the Buddhad­
harmas. While we, arhats, who have destroyed our impurities [~ava], 
will never be capable of it." 

573. In other words, since arhatship is the highest goal in the Tripitaka 
Teaching, and they believe that there is no higher attainment, there is 
no sense in talking of "advancing" from the Tripitaka Teaching to the 
Mahayana levels of the Shared, Distinct, or Perfect Teaching. Never­
theless the problem remains that since, according to the Lotw Satra and 
a fundamental issue for Chih-i, everyone has the Buddha-nature and 
is destined for eventual Buddhahood, so there must be some sort of ad­
vancement even for those who have attained the "complete extinction" 
of arhatship in the Tripitaka teaching. 

574. The Fa hua hsilan i shih ch'ien interprets this section by referring to the 
MUlamadhyamakakarilui (T. 30, 25b9-10) where prapanca is defined as 
twofold: a passionate love for discussion j:j~ and the discussion of (mis­
taken) views .~J~ . See BuIt.kyO taikei, Fa hua hsilan i, 207. 

575. The Shalr.wen kogi refers to the same section in the MUlamadhyamaka­
Ir,iirilui as in the previous note, T. 30, 25b23-29. The section reads, "TIle 
Buddha explained the true marks [of reality lrfEl ] as having three types. 
If one attains the true marks of reality by extinguishing all passions, 
this is called the method of the sravaka. If one has great compassion 
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and arouses an incomparable mind, this is called the Mahayana. If a 
Buddha does not appear in the world and it is a time when there is no 
[preaching of the] Buddha Dharma, a pratyekabuddha goes off to a 
distant place [by himself] and gives birth to wisdom." 

576. The stages of practice at, in Tien-t'ai terms, the lower level of ordinary 
men *.R. which include the five meditations for putting the mind at 
rest 1ifH.' , mindfulness concerning objects individually ~U.m~lA!;, and 
mindfulness concerning objects in general *'tl:l~l4. See Chappell, Tim­
t'a; Buddhism, 96-98; Hurvitz, Chih-;, 346-347. 

577. lI9i!ftJl: The four levels of practice previous to and preparatory for the 
level of "insight into the path" ~Jm (darlana-miirga). In T'ien-t'ai tech­
nical terms, these levels correspond to the higher level of ordinary men 
fIq.R. . These four are the levels of "warming up" ~ , the "summit of 
concentration" rn , "patience" ;g , and "dharma supreme in the world" 
i!!:~-ii . See Chappell, Tim-I'a; Buddhism, 98; Hurvitz, Chih-i, 347. 

578. In T'ien-t'ai terms, this is the next "stage of sagehood" :Mf:i'l: which in­
cludes the three levels of insight into the path ~itt (darlan4-mtirga), 
cultivating the path 1~itt (bhavanii-mtirga), and the level of no more 
learning .$itt (4fa~a). See Chappell, Tim-I'ai Buddhism, 98-99; Hur­
vitz, Chih-i, 347-349. 

579. "Ones's defeated seed, or potential." This refers to the Hinayana belief 
that the extinction of passio~ and the attainment of arhatship is the 
highest possible attainment, and thus one is "defeated," or trapped at 
this level, and cannot or will not advance to the highest goal of Bud­
dhahood. 

580. See the parable of the rich man and his lost son in the Lotus SatTa, T. 
9, 17a-b. The lost son does not realize his true nature as the rich man's 
heir, so the rich man uses expedient means to gradually teach the son 
his true nature. Hurvitz, Lotus SatTa, 88, translates the context as fol­
lows: "At that time, the great man was taken ill, and knew himself that 
he was to die before long. He addressed his poor son, saying, 'I now 
have much gold and silver and many precious jewels, with which my 
treasure houses are filled to overflowing. You are to find out whether 
there is much or little in those [houses], what is to be taken in, what 
is to be given out. Such are my thoughts, and you are to understand 
my meaning. What is the reason? It is that you and I are now to be no 
different. You are to exercise care and to let nothing get lost.' At that 
time, the poor son, straightaway receiving his instructions, took charge 
of the multitude of things .... Yet he had no craving for so much as a 
single meal, but continued to live as before in the same place, still un­
able to put off his lowly thoughts." 

581. T. has .W , "real treasure," but the Bukk,o taiUi edition has •• , "real 
truth," which is more consistent with the context. 
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582. T. has !ill here, but the Bukkyo taikei edition has the character" , which 
makes more sense. 

583. See chapter 2 for details on the four siddMnta. 
584. In other words, the term "subtle" occurs in the title of the Lotus SfUra, 

and it is also the term which best expresses the intent and teaching of 
the Sutra. 

585. See the Saddharmapu:TJ4arika SfUra Upadesa, T. 3alO-15. 
586. The Fa hua moon i shih ch'ien says that this refers to the bodhisattvas 

of clever faculties in the Avataf!l.Saka Sutra (see Bukkyo taikei, Fa hua 
moon i-II, 217). Thus this sentence refers to the preaching of the 
Avataf!l.Saka SUtra immediately after the Buddha's enlightenment in 
which he directly explained the content of his enlightenment. Those 
with ears to hear were able to understand, but most were not able to 
comprehend what the Buddha was saying. Thus the Buddha went to 
the Deer Park and preached the Hinayana Tripitaka Teaching. 

587. Lit. "close" or "near." In this context it refers to the forty-five years of 
the historical Buddha Sakyamuni's life as a "limited" time compared to 
the immeasurable eons in which the Buddha has actually been preach­
ing the Dharma. The Buddha has been preaching and performing "in­
ducements" to the true message, finally and fully revealed only in the 
Lotus SUtra, from the incalculable past and will continue into the far 
distant future. 

588. The Tathagata Supreme in Great Penetrating Wisdom. The Lotus Siltra 
speaks of this Buddha of the immeasurable past as an example of one 
who preached the Lotus SfUra. See the first part of the chapter "On the 
Magical Castle," T. 9, 22a. Hurvitz, Lotus SUtra, 145, translates this sec­
tion (T. 9, 25a-b) as follows: "At that time, that Buddha, entertaining 
the sramal,leras' entreaty, when twenty thousand kalpas had passed, in 
the midst of the fourfold multitude finally preached this scripture of 
the Great Vehicle named the Lotus Blossom of the Fine Dharma, a 
Dharma taught to bodhisattvas, one which Buddhas keep in mind ... 
That Buddha preached this scripture for eight thousand kalpas, never 
resting or tiring. When he had finished preaching this scripture, 
straightaway he entered a quiet room, where he remained in dhyana­
concentration for eighty-four thousand kalpas ... " 

589. Explained in the Lotus SUtra to have occurred immeasurable eons ago. 
For example, in the chapter "On the Life-span of the Tathagata" (T.9, 
42b25-26) the Buddha claims that "since in fact I achieved Buddhahood 
it has been incalculable, limitless hundreds of thousands of myriads of 
millions of nayutas of kalpas" (Hurvitz, Lotus Sutra, 237). 

590. This is a paraphrase from verses in the second chapter "On Expedient 
Means" (T. 9 8~7). Hurvitz, Lotus SfUra, 35, translates this context 
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as follows: "~ariputra, be it known that formerly I took a vow, wishing 
to cause all multitudes to be just like me, no different. In keeping with 
my former vow, all is now fulfilled, for I have converted all living beings, 
causing them to enter into the Buddha Path." 

591. The Shakusen A:ogi interprets this phrase as referring to the attachment 
to the fruit of arhatship and the resulting severance of the intent to at­
tain Buddhahood. BuJckyo taikei, Fa hua hsilan i-II, 225. 

592. This quote is from the parable of the burning house, T. 9, 12c27-28. 
Hurvitz, lAtus SiUra, 50, translates, "I have carriages such as these, made 
of the seven jewels, in incalculable numbers. I must give one to each 
of them with undiscriminating thought." 

593. The Shakusen A:ogi refers to the MaMparinirva1J4 Satra, fascicle five (T. 
12, 631cl-2): "If one says that the Tathagata allows one to keep male 
or female slaves or store such things (like rice, beans, sesame seeds, and 
so forth), his tongue will shrivel up." 

594. Candrasuryapradipa. In the introductory chapter of the lAtus SiUra (T. 
9, 3c) it is said that these Buddhas, all with the same name, preached 
the SiUra of Immeasurable Meanings as an introduction to the lAtus SiUra. 

595. The Shakusen A:ogi admits that the identity of the Sutra is not known. 
BuJckyo taikei, Fa hua hsilan i-II, 232. 

596. The MaMparinirva1J4 SUtra (T. 12, 715a-b) speaks of itself and the 
doctrine of the Buddha-nature as the "secret store" m,ga of all Buddhas 
which is analogous to a ransom paid to robbers to save one's life, as the 
Sutra and the doctrine of the Buddha-nature will save one from the 
teaching of evil (Hinayana?) monks, that the Buddha enters nirvat'a 
and is completely extinguished. The context reads, "Good man. You 
ask, 'Did the Tathagata Kasyapa have this Sutra?' No, he didn't. Good 
man, the MaMparinirva1J4 SiUra is the secret store of all Buddhas. Why? 
All Buddhas have the eleven-sectioned scriptures, but do not explain 
the Buddha-nature, do not explain that the Tathagata is eternal, bliss­
ful, selfhood, and pure. All Buddhas, World Honored Ones, do not ul­
timately enter nirvat'a. Therefore this Sutra is called the secret store of 
the Tathagata. It is not explained in the eleven-sectioned scriptures, 
therefore it is called a 'store.' It is like people who have the seven 
treasures but do not utilize them outside, are said to 'store' them. Good 
sons, these people store up these material goods to use them in the fu­
ture. Why for the future? Grain is precious and robbers may come and 
assault the country, or one may come across an evil ruler. Then (these 
goods) are used as a ransom ~$- . The road is dangerous and wealth 
is difficult to obtain. At times one must take it out and use it. Good 
sons, the secret store of all the Buddha-Tathagatas is like this. In the 
future, evil monks will accumulate impure things, and say to the mul­
titude that the Tathagata ultimately enters nirva1J4. They will read 
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secular books and not respect the Buddhist Sutras. In such an evil time 
the Tathagata will desire to extinguish such evil, and lead people to be 
detached from such evil lifestyles and profit-making. The Tathagata will 
then preach this Sutra. If the Sutra of the secret store is destroyed and 
does not appear, then at that time the Buddha Dharma will surely be 
extinguished." 

597. Lit. "great emptiness," which is synonymous with other terms which 
attempt to describe the inexpressible ultimate nature or way of reality 
as it truly is. 

598. The last chapter of the Mahiiyana saf{IgTaha discusses ten aspects which 
characterize or reveal the uniqueness of the Dharma Body of all Bud­
dhas. These ten are, according to Paramartha's translation (T. 31, 
129c13-14, 250b22-23): marks f§ (laIt.!a~), attainment of enlighten­
ment m1~ (14bdha), mastery EI:(£ (vibhutva), the basis ft<.I!:. (4fraya), con­
stitution tat# (parigraha?),differentiation ~~IJ (bheda), virtue fill (gu~), 
profundity ~i~ (gambhirya), mindfulness ~ (anusmrti), and activity • 
(kannan). For details see the Mahiiyana sa1f'graha, T. 31, 25Ob-270b; 
Lamotte's La Somme du Grand VihicuU d'Asanga, Tome II, 268fT, and 
Hakamaya and Keenan, et aI., The Realm of Awakening. A Translation 
and Study of the Tenth Chapter of Asattga's Mahiiyanasa1f'graha (forthcom­
ing).The Fa hua hsiian i shih ch'im and later commentaries, however, 
discuss the ten meanings given at the beginning of the Mahiiyana 
saf{IgTaha which "best describe supreme wisdom" (T. 31, 113clO-I5, 
133a21-27), and which correspond to the ten chapters of the Mahiiyana 
sa1f'graha. The ten are the basis ft<.I1:, that which should be known ~~ 
~a~), realizing that which should be known AI!!~ ~a~­
pravesa), cause and result (of realization) ~* (pravesahetuphala), cul­
tivating the distinctions in the causes and results of realization 
A~ *il~~~IJ (h8tuphalabMvanaprabh8da), precepts as the basis for making 
distinctions 8HH1IJft<J!lt$ (adhifilllm s~ii), the mind (of contemplation) 
as the basis O"1t:j:1ft<,L.'$ (adhicitta1f' §~ii), prajftii-wisdom as the basis 
0"1*{~.* (adhiprajnam s~ii) the fruit of quiescence .*1-l~ (phala­
prahii~), and the distinction (or fruit) of wisdom ~~~IJ (phalajftiina). 
See Lamotte 1938-1939,5-6. For details see Bukkyo taw;, Fa hua hsilan 
i-II, 236-243. 

599. Or, "caused those of the Ti-Iun school to change schools." The Fa hua 
hsilan ; shih ch'im explains this phrase to mean that the interpretation 
of the iilayavijftiina in the Mahiiyana sa1f'graha as translated by Para­
martha (namely by introducing the "ninth" pure consciousness-amala­
vijftiina), "destroyed" that of the DaSiibhUmiJca Siitra Siistra scholars and 
forced them to join the She-Iun school which specialized in the study 
of the Mahiiyana sa1f'graha. The HoltJu gengi shilt;, however, points out 
that this explanation has caused much confusion among scholars, and 
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that many accept only eight and not nine consciousnesses. See Bukkyo 
taiUi, Fa hua hsaan i-II, 236-243. On this subject see "The concept of 
iiJayavijnana in pre-T'ang Chinese Buddhism" by Stanley Weinstein, 
1964, 33-50. 

600. Asrava, lit., "it leaks." To put it more colloquially, the doctrinal system 
of the Mahayana sa.",.graha is full of holes. 

601. In other words, the doctrine of the alayavijMna as the basis of our per­
ceptions and existence as taught in the Mahayana sa.",.graha deals only 
with a reality which is beyond conceptual understanding, whereas Chih­
i's teaching of the "subtlety of reality" includes both that which can and 
cannot be conceptually understood, both the mundane and real truths. 

602. Implying that the doctrine of the alayavijMna does just that by teach­
ing that ignorance arises from the iiJayavijMna. 

603. In other words, the ten subtleties of contemplation deal with the prac­
tical rewards one will certainly gain if one cultivates these practices, 
which Chih-i details in the Mo ho chih kuan, whereas other texts and 
doctrinal systems such as the Mahayana sa.",.graha speak of the reward 
and bliss of Buddhahood without teaching how to attain it, and can be 
compared to the empty joy of counting someone else's money. 

604. See the Ying to ching, T. 24, 1018bl9--22, 1019b22-23; and theJen wang 
ching, T. 8, 833b7-8. See also chapter 3 for details. 

605. See the utw SiUra, T. 9, 42c16. The context reads (Hurvitz, utw SiUra, 
239): "The Thus Come One in full accord with Reality knows and sees 
the marks of the triple sphere. There is no birth-and-death, whether 
withdrawal from or emergence into the world, nor is there any being 
in the world nor anyone who passes into extinction. (The triple sphere) 
is neither Reality nor vanity, neither likeness nor difference." 

606. The "five stages" refers to the five levels of defilement, including the 
four active defilements on particular (mistaken) views ~ -liE , a passion 
for desiring sensuous pleasures aj.:~ , a passion for forms @ ~ , and a 
passion for existence 1'f~, plus the fundamental defilement of ignorance 
~PJlf±Ji!! . The "two kinds of death" refer to ordinary physical death 
5}j1~~ and death which is an inconceivable transfonnation;;r-.~.~~~~. 
See the Sri'mOJ.ii.devi SiUTa, T. 12, 219c-221a. 

607. The Hokke gengi shiki refers to the four fascicle version of the Lankavatara 
SiUra translated by Gu~abhadra, T. 16, No. 670, 479--514. The threefold 
Buddha body refers to the Buddha's body of transformation ftf4ll , the 
reward body $lH4Il , and the Dharma Body, of the Buddha Such ness 
Equal to Wisdom ~[]~[]'¥~~[]!ilf4ll. See T. 16, 482bI7-19. 

608. In other words, different SOtras use different terminology and concepts 
to explain the Buddha Dharma, and a SOtra should not be dismissed 
or accused of lacking the fundamental gist of the Buddha Dharma just 
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because it does not utilize certain phrases or concepts. What Chih-i 
wants to say is that the terminology of the threefold truth is not used 
in the Lotus Satra, but the underlying concept (ekayana) and the fun­
damental teachings of the Buddha Dharma are; thus the threefold truth 
is not antithetical to nor missing from the teachings of the Lotus SatTa. 

609. Unfortunately this threefold truth is not explained further in the Mo 
Iw chih kuan. This text does, of course, contain references to and util­
izes the concept of the threefold truth, particularly in its ramifications 
for practice in the form of threefold contemplation and cessation, but 
it does not contain a detailed analysis of the threefold truth itself. See 
Sata 1961, 729-730. 

610. See the Mahaparinirvil'T}4 Satra, T. 12, 684c13-17. The original text 
reads, " 'Good sons, the worldly truth is identical with the truth of 
supreme meaning.' 'World Honored One. If this is so, then there are 
not two truths.' The Buddha said, 'Good sons, these are good expedient 
means in accordance with [the capacities of] sentient beings to explain 
that there are two truths. Good sons, if one follows verbal conventions, 
then there are two types. First, the worldly dharma, and second, the 
transworldly dharma. Good sons, that which is known by transworldly 
people is called the truth of supreme meaning. That which is known 
by worldly people is called the worldly truth'." 

611. This analogy is from the Mahaparinirvil'T}4 Satra, T. 12, 616b-617c, where 
the disciples are grieving over the imminent death of the Buddha. "We 
have met the Tathagata but are diseased and not yet cured, and have 
not yet attained supreme peace and eternal bliss. Why does the Tathagata 
wish to abandon us and enter nirvil'T}4? World Honored One, we are 
like a drunk person who is not aware of his situation, does not recog­
nize his relatives - his mother or sisters, deluded with lust and rough 
speech, and sleeps in unsanitary places. At that time a good physician 
gives him some medicine. After taking it he vomits but regains his 
memory and sobriety, and he feels repentant and deeply remorseful. 
He thinks alcoholic drink is not good and the root of all evil. ... We 
are also like this. From the past we have been transmigrating in the 
cycle of life and death drunk with sensual pleasures and coveting the 
five desirous things .... Like a drunk man we sleep in impure places. 
Tathagata! Now give us the Dharma medicine so that we can vomit out 
the evil liquors of passions. We have not yet attained a sober mind. 
How can you abandon us and enter nirvil'T}4?" [T. 12, 616c14-26] Later 
in the same section it says, "It is like a drunk man whose mind is con­
fused, and he perceives all the mountains, rivers, castles, palaces, sun, 
moon, and stars spinning around. . . . Sentient beings are like this 
drunk man who perceives the sun and moon, which are not really spin­
ning around, as spinning around. They have an inverted mind which 
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is full of passions and ignorance, which takes as a self that which has 
no self, takes as eternal that which is transient, takes as pure that which 
is impure, and takes as blissful that which consists of suffering" rr. 12, 
617all-21]. 

612. In other words, the perception of the sun as spinning is a mistaken 
perception based on the drunken state of the perceiver. In fact, the sun 
and moon and mountains are not spinning. 

613. See the Lotus SiUra, T. 9, lOa19. 
614. The HoltJr.e gengi shiki writes that "the Bodhisatlva Mum; does not con­

tain this passag~. Chih-i's Ssu chiao i 11B~. , commentary to the 
VimalaA:irtinirdeJa Satra, and so forth all say that 'the DaJabhamika SiUra 
Sdstra clarifies the marks of the stages and the reality of the stages.' 
This text [the Fa hua hsUan -1 must be in error, or else he [Chih-i] means 
the DoJabhamika SiUra Sdstra :li!!.~ when he said the Bodhisaltva-bhumi 
ii!!.f;lj: .N The Sliakusen IWgi says that this passage is based on the DoJa­
bhamika SiUra Sdstra, fascicle 1-15, which would correspond to T. 26, 
124c-126. See BuItkyO taiJui: Fa hua hsUan i-II, 254ff. 

615. The fourth of the "six identities," a T'ien-t'ai method of classifying the 
stages of attainment into six mutually integrated categories. See note 
104. See also the chart in Chappell, Tien-t'ai Buddhism, 32-33 to see 
the corresposdence of the six identities with the fifty-two stages and the 
Fourfold Teachings. 

616. This must refer to the fifth of the six identities, that of "preparatory 
insight into the real":St~ (.) @:P. The two "identities" of "resemblance" 
and "preparatory insight" correspond to the highest stages of attain­
ment for those of the Distinct Teaching. Thus Chih-i is saying that the 
explanation of the stages of attainment given in the DaJabhumika SiUra 
Sdstra corresponds to the Distinct Teaching. 

617. In other words, this is a twofold classification of the Buddha Dharma 
into doctrinal teachings ft~ and the actual content of enlightenment 
mit! . This twofold classification was popularized by Hui-yiian who 
devoted a chapter to the subject in his Ta ch'eng i chang, T. 44, 652c5-
653c29. This chapter opens by saying "The two practices of enlighten­
ment and teaching ~~ptij fr are from the DaJabhamika SiUra Siistra. 
'Enlightenment' is another name for the attainment of knowledge. To 
realize suchness with true insight and equanimity is called 'enlighten­
ment.' 'Teaching' has seven distinct meanings. To cultivate and arouse 
virtues from the practice of expedient means based on teachings, and 
to follow that which one can rely one, is called the practice of teach­
ing ... n rr. 44, 652c6-16]. 

618. The commentaries give long explanations of this passage, which I did 
not find useful. See Bultkya tailt.ei: Fa hua hsilan i-II, 252-261. 
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619. It cannot, since reality is one. 
620. This refers to the section in the MahiiparinirtJd4 SiUra [T. 12, 733b-c] 

which illustrates the inexpressibility of emptiness by arguing that one 
cannot accurately explain with words the arising or non-arising of any­
thing. The section says in part, "Good sons. The non-arising of arising 
is inexpressible. The arising of arising is inexpressible. The arising of 
non-arising is also inexpressible. The non-arising of non-arising is also 
inexpressible. Arising is also inexpressible. Non-arising is also inexpres­
sible" [T. 12, 733c10-13]. 

621. In this section Chih-i is again straining to verbally explain that which, 
as he takes pains to point out, is inherently inexpressible. Truth or 
reality, with whatever terms one wishes to utilize, is beyond adequate 
verbal expression. Even the term "one truth," though more accurate 
than most to describe the ultimate "state" of reality, must be denied 
and called "no truth" if one becomes attached to the term "truth." The 
same applies in tum for the term "no truth" or whatever verbal ex­
pression one uses. 

622. The Shakusm kiigi refers to the Ta chill tu lun, fascicle 1.12, but the 
closest passage I could find in this section [T. 25, 6Oc-61a] were the 
verses on prapanca which read in part, "If one relies on one's own mis­
taken views, one will give rise to all sorts of vain speculations." These 
are verses which illustrate the fourth siddMn14. See my discussion in 
chapter 2. 

623. The section on the subtlety of objects continues for a couple ofT. pages 
in a section titled "Exposing the Harmony of All Objects." Here Chih­
i discusses the relationship between all of the above subjects, such as 
which parts of twelvefold conditioned co-arising correspond to which 
parts of the ten suchlikes, and so forth. This illustrates the integrated 
nature, or interrelatedness, of all these aspects of objective reality, thus 
manifesting Chih-i's basic theme of variety within a single reality. This 
is the last part of the section on subtle objects, but it is not included in 
my translation because of its length and repetitiveness. Chih-i's point 
is already clear. 
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Chart 1. Madhyamakakarika 24:18 and 

Ten Fourfold Four Mulamadhyamaka-

+ Realms Teachings Truths Irii:rikii 24: 18 
'IR T. 33, T.33, T.46, 
Ii 695h-< 700c-702a 5c-6a T. 30, 33bll-12 
~ 

Fahua 
All things 

hsii.an i arising and 
T. 33, 693c t\W Tripitaka perishing 

which dependendy 
co-arise 

~i9: =jI 1:?I.& ya/} pratityasamutpiidaQ 

Interpene-
trating Unity neither I explain 
of All Aspects =~'IR Shared arising nor as emptiness ==;. 

of Reality +JI~tfili ~ perishing sunyatii'T!' tii'T!' 
/f'1:~ pracak§mahe 

-
~ Again, it is --- a conventional T tffiii'IR Distinct immeasurable 

designation 
==;. 

glJ ~:I: 

+ sii prajnaptirupiidiiya 

'IR 
B 
1m Again, it is 

spontaneous! the meaning of 
==;. Mo ho chih f$'IR Perfect actionless the Middle Path 

kuan III ~f'F pratipat saiva 
T.46,54a madhyamii 
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Chih-i's T'ien-t'ai Philosophy 

T. 38, T.33,704c 
535all-14 

T.46, Threefold T. 38, Fahua Two Truths One Truth 
728al9-21 Truth 534c17-25 wen chi}, No Truth 

Jen wang 
MMK 

Ying 10 ching T.46, T.34, 24:8-10 T. 33, 705a5-7, 
ching 

T. 24, 1018bl9- 727c3 22c T.30, bl4-17 
T.8, 

22, 1019b22-23 20-22 32cl6-33a7 
829b27-29 

, 
i: 

One Truth 
-fut 

~ 

truth of 
No Truth 

~~1ff 
-> real truth non-Being => ~ paramartho.-

_fut ~fut satya 

~ 

.. "subtle" 
~:p 

mundane truth of 
-=> truth existence => fflj lokasaf!lvrti- ~ fftCm)mu 1f~ satya 

indescribable 

• :If' OJ ~5l 

-=> 
supreme supreme truth of ~ truth the Middle Path => J:f:l paramiirtho.-

~-.~ J:f:l~~-.~ satya 
inconceivable 

:.:f1iJ I~'. 
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Chart 2. Early Chinese Interpretation of 
Buddhist Teaching on Existence / Emptiness 

"wrong" "correct" Buddhist 
substantialist understanding as 
interpretation pratitya-samutpada Il5IKI 

(Chih-i) 

1i~ 1i 
provisional, 

substantial conventional 
existence: <==salftvrtisatya yu ==> existence: "being" 
"Being" Middle 

~ ~ 
~ as 

false dualism } t:p inte-
~ grated 

nihilistic identity 

?othing~es.-:; <== paramlirthasatya wu ==> emptiness: 
non-bemg mum ~ "non-Being" 

Chart 3. Three Truths in the 
Outline of the Four Agamas 

Two Truths Three Truths Four Noble Level of 
Truths Awareness 

Sa1!rurtisatya truth of plurality ordinary 
~all (1~ttall) ignorant person 

suffering 
1!r 

cause of monk 
truth of marks suffering 

f!}~ $ (& lay believer?) 
path 
~ 

truth of supreme 
paramarthasatya meaning extinction Arhat I Buddha 

(no marks ~fl3) ~ 
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Chart 4. Pre-Chi-tsang Trends 
as Outlined in the Chung kuan lun su 

Name of Trend Chung kun Iun IU 

I. "Three Schools" ( ~~.) 

1. Original Non-Being ( *~) 

(2) Identical with Form ( I!Pt5 ) 

(3) Mental Negation ( .c.,~ ) 

II. "Seven Trends" ( -t* ) 
(Six Schools ~~ ) 

1. Original Non-Being (*~ ) 

T. 42. 29a-c 

29a3 ... 

29a3-18 

29al0-25 

29a25-bl 

29alO-b16 

29a3-18 

2. Varient of Original Non-Being ( *~~ ) 
3. (2) Identical with Form ( IID@) 29al8-25 

4. (3) Mental Negation ( ,r.,~) 

5. Only Consciousness (~lli~ ) 

6. Magical Illusions ( zJ1t ) 

29a25-bl 

29b3-8 

29b8-13 

7. Confluence of Conditions ( _*> 29bl3-16 

III. Treatise on Three Thesis 29bl6-cIO 

I. "Conventional names are not empty" 

(1'~~1~ ) 29b17-23 
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Chart 6. Threefold Cessation and Contemplation 

Threefold 
Emptiness 

Conventional Middle 
'Ituth existence Path 
~Yrt 

!g 
ff1 ~ 

Threefold 
Essence of 

Conditional End of 
Cessation 

Reality as 
existence both extremes 

~l1: 
Emptiness 

1] 1!1lJ~.!l: ,~,=jl:5t~iJ.!l: UJ)t.!l: 

Enter emptiness 
Enter conven-

Threefold from conven-
tional existence Middle Path 

Contemplation tional 
from emptiness ~~m-iU(u 

~u. existence 
t1t~A~ 

t:E~Aff1 

Fourfold Thpit:aka Distinct Perfect 
Teachings and Shared 

~iJ III 
g:g~ iliM 

Attainment 
All-Wisdom 

Wisdom of Universal 
of Wisdom the Path Wisdom 

=1<0 -W~ 
~fI~ -Wfj~ _1:1 

Delusions Mistaken views Lack of 
Ignorance 

Severed and attitudes knowledge 
~~ ;V~,~ ~~1Il 

~PJJ 
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Chart 7. Buddha-nature and Reality 

Characteristics Threefold Scope of Threefold "Tracks" 
of Buddha Buddha-nature Relevance of Reality 

Buddha-nature as The practice which 

Appearance conditional causes practice 
perfects one's in-

f§ for Buddhahood rr herent disposition 

.~$f1 
for wisdom 
~IVtM 

Buddha-nature as The wisdom which 
Nature complete cause wisdom illumines the true 

11 for Buddhahood ti nature of ~eality 
1~$'I1 IUUh. 

Buddha-nature as 
objective The true nature of 

Essence direct cause of 
a Buddhahood 

reality reality itself 

iE~$11 
!j .11M 

Chart 8. Contrast Between the Attainment 
of the Arhat and the Buddha 

The Threefold Path The Four Obstacles 
The Four Perfect of Cyclic Sarpsara of an Arhat 

Qualities of NirviJ;la -=.it! Im~. 

r--- passions conditions purity 
ij'l'~it! *' ~, 

.j. 
karma causes selfhood 
~it! ~ ~ 

.j. 
'-- suffering rebirth bliss 

'iSit! ~ ~ 
.j. 

decay and death destruction eternal 
~?E J:J! * 
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Chart 9. The Identity of Ignorance and Enlightenment 

Three Virtuous Threefold Path Threefold 
Qualities of Ignorance Buddha-nature 

-'s ~f."., -=Jt! -=fiJM1: 

Buddha-nature 
wisdom passions as complete 
~.~~ iJH'~ cause 

T~ 

Buddha-nature 
liberation karma as conditional 

ME#. ~ causes 
.~ 

Dharma Body suffering Buddha-nature 
as direct cause 

~~ ~ 
.IE~ 

Chart 10. The Seven Levels of the Two Truths 

Seven Levels Fourfold Explanation in T.33, 
of Two Truths Teachings Six Parts 702c-703b 

1 .fl~1~.fl~~!X la 1 Jrfl=gffl 702c20-26 
2 ~7fl~1~ iM 2 ~7fl~=gffl 702c26-

~O~7fl~~!X 
~1J1£iM } 

703a9 
3 ~7fl~1~ 3 ~7fl~ 703a9-

I~D~7fl~;r\~#~!K ;r\~=~* 703bll 
4 ~7fl~1~ ~7fl~D~;r\ !IIi£iM 

~--I;7]i;U!!~~;r\~~!J. 
5 ~7fl~7fl~D~fi~~1~ ~Ij 4 ~7fl~~1~ 703bll-16 

;r\fl;r\~~!K ;r\fl;r\~~!X 
6 ~7fl~7fl~D ~fi ~ ~1~ !II~~IJ 5 IBIA~Ij=~ 703bl6-21 

;r\fl;r\~--I;7]7~@ 

;r\fl1'~~!X 
7 ~7fl~7fl~D~fi~1~ 6 IBI~=~ 703b21-26 
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Fa hua hsilan i shih ch'ien 309 
Fa hua hsilan i 7, 8, 10-12, 15, 

16, 23, 38, 58, 68, 72, 97, 
114-116, 123, 124, 128, 129, 
136, 141, 152, 154, 159-163, 
164,262,270,277,281,282, 
286, 289, 290, 292, 307, 310, 
314, 316-319,324, 327, 334, 
337,340,342,344,345,347, 
348, 350-355 

Fa hua i chi 125, 126, 279, 286, 
287,289,292 

Fa hua wen chil 97, 270, 331 
Fa-hua ssu 167 
Fa-lang 97 
Fa-sheng 70 
Fa-sui 111 
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Fa-wen 272 
Fa-yun 58, 67, 68, 87, 106, 125-

128, 131, 135, 136, 168, 170-
175, 181, 199, 268, 270, 279, 
286-292 

Fan wang ching 47, 48, 52 
Fei Ch'ang-fang 43 
five flavors 128, 129, 134, 141, 

144,156,231,255,293-294 
five hundred gravakas 243 
five hundred monks 165, 237, 

282, 344 
five levels of delusions 169 
Five Periods and Eight Teach-

ings 17 
five practices 207, 318 
five skandha 261 
five superknowledges 290 
Fo ch'ui pan nieh p'an liao shuo 

chiao chieh ching 337 
Fo-tsu-t'ung-chi 116 
foolish dog 204,316 
form 6, 19,20, 21, 34, 44,49, 

84, 86, 88, 89, 92, 102, 103, 
105, 107, Ill, 130, 137, 147, 
167, 180, 187, 194, 202, 214, 
218, 232, 239, 240, 242, 273, 
274,281,287,291,297,303, 
317,323,340,341,354 

Four Categories of Oneness 
127-129, 172-175,287 

four continents 337 
four dhyana stages 302, 337, 343 
four evil destinies 337 
four levels of two truths 98, 112 
four noble truths 8-10, 15, 20, 

40, 82, 123, 124, 137, 141-
144, 150, 156, 168, 211,212, 
226-234, 262, 274, 286, 292, 
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303,304,334-336,339,340 
four siddhli:nta 23-30, 123 
four stages of formlessness 337 
Four Universal Vows 134, 190 
Fourfold Teachings 8, 10, 136, 

144, 147, 151, 156, 204, 222, 
261,280,305,314,355 

Fu Chien 267 
Function 164, 173 
fundamental ignorance 122, 

132,139,140,220,221,287, 
305, 306 

Gautama SaIJlghadeva 265 
ghana 216 
ghee 194, 200, 201, 202, 224, 

232,247,248,249,294,314 
Gist 164, 286 
Great Awakening 104, 116, 190, 

192 
great undifTerentiating wisdom 

165,285 
GUQabhadra 165, 283, 353 

habitual propensities of ig­
norance 328 

half-words 303 
Hlnayana 18, 70, 129, 132, 135, 

142, 166, 175, 187, 189, 199, 
200,231-233,246,248,255, 
282, 285,294,303-305,313, 
323,345,350 

Hinayana Buddhism 10 
Harivarman 82, 106 
hell 9, 11, 12,24, 128, 130, 

132, 144, 175, 179, 182, 184, 
185, 192, 193, 195, 198, 213, 
229, 235, 236, 273, 280, 342, 
343 

hetu 214, 274 
Himalaya mountains 310 
Hokke gengi shiki 344, 352, 353, 

355 
Hokkekyo gishO 279 
household chores 165 
Hsien shlng chi 193 
Hsien-liang 107, III 
Hsil kao sing chuan 268 
HsUan-tsang 41,46, 299,302, 

309 
Huei-chi 167, 286 
Huei-kuan 125, 167, 286 
Hui-ch'ao 62 
Hui-chi 125 
Hui-ling 66 
Hui-ssu 97, 115, 129, 130, 177, 

180, 276-279, 295, 296, 297 
Hui-wen 115-116, 276-278 
Hui-yen 63 
Hui-yUan, Kumarajiva and 19 
Hui-yUan (523-592) 70-81 

I-Chiao 227 
identical to emptiness, identical 

to conventional existence, 
and identical to the Middle 
121 

identical with visible form 101, 
110 

ignorance 2, 10, 39, 41, 121, 
122, 138-140, 143, 146, 156, 
168,169,172,174,188,189, 
191, 192,212-215,217-223, 
225, 226, 229, 238, 251, 252, 
261,282,290,308,323,333, 
344, 345, 353, 355 

illusory existence 146, 147, 148, 
149, 239-243, 345, 346 
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illusory truth 75 
immeasurable 8, 9, 10-12,78, 

80, 134, 141-144, 148, 166, 
173, 191,203, 211, 226, 227, 
229,231,232,233,237,250, 
292,315,319,320,334, 335, 
339-342, 350 

impermanence 19,220 
incomplete doctrine 200 
incomplete teaching 331 
inconceivable 11, 135, 140, 149, 

183, 210, 220, 230, 242, 292, 
353 

inconceivable liberation 79, 
172,289,290,314 

individual point of view 23, 25 
Indra 165,213 
infidels 175, 213 
Uvara 213 

JambudvIpa 199,313 
Japanese Buddhism 18, 42 
jaramara1)a 216 
jlLti 216 
Jin wang ching 13, 16, 3S-50, 

51, 52,55, 56,92, 150, 152, 
191,252,267,279,308,324, 
333, 353 

J eta Grove 170, 288 

KMyapa 284, 332, cf. Kassapa 
K'ai yaan shih chiao lu 44, 50 
K'ai-shan ssu 89, 344 
K'uei-chi 46 
kalala 216 
Kao seng chuan 33, 57, 262, 267, 

273, 274, 283, 286 
Kao-tsfi 115 
karma 85, 186, 188,217, 221, 

222,225,308,319,323 
Kassapa 235, 342, 343, cf. 

Kagyapa 
King Prasenajit 45, 48, 49 
kle§a 192, 221, 222, 231, 329 
kriydsatya 41 
Kuan-ting 97, 115,270, 278 
Kuang hung ming chi 16, 57, 71, 

87,237,268 
Kuang-chai ssu 126, 168 290 
Kucha 18 
KumarajIva 3, 14-17, 18-21, 

33,34,45,46,51,52,56,57, 
82, 100, 108, 127, 170,260, 
262,263,265,267,268,271, 
273,275,286,287,288,299, 
300,307,313,315,337 

Kumarasot;la 265 
KuJala-m'ii.lot-sarpgraha 203 
Kuginagara 199, 313 

IAJliklivatlLra Satra 150, 252, 353 
la1r.$a1)a 352 
la1r.$a1)a-satya 266 
language 2, 5, 15, 22, 23, 27, 

31-33,35, 36,95, 131, 155, 
203,239,246,266,276 

Later Ch'in 18 
laukikilgra-dho:rmlil) 237 
laukika siddhilnta 23, 24 
Li tai san pao chi 43, 44, 45, 50, 

51 
Liang Period 16, 18, 33, 38, 48, 

56, 57, 67, 68, 69, 87, 145, 
236,268,269,286 

Liang (family name) 73 
Liang-chou 18 
liberation 19, 20, 39, 40, 130, 

140,165,179,202.223.224. 
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230, 283, 293, 304, 305, 332, 
335 

lien.hua 164 
limited-immeasurable 226 
lokasa'lf'vrtisatya 2, 14 
Lotus Satra 15, 18,45, 78,89, 

98, 124--130, 134, 136, 137, 
150, 156, 164--181, 183, 191, 
194, 195, 197, 199-201,205, 
206, 208, 210, 211, 223-225, 
233, 245, 248-250, 252-255, 
262, 270, 277, 279, 282-290, 
292-298,300-302,307,309-
318, 320-322, 330-333, 341, 
347-351, 353-355 

Lotus Throne 248, 249, 250 

madhyamil 3,81, 310 
Mlldhyamika 3, 16, 18,21,27, 

29, 49,56,69,81, 97, 100, 
Ill, 155,259,260,262-264, 
269, 272, 274 

Madhyamika philosophy I, 8, 
14, 18, 27, 29, 33 

magical castle, parable of 169, 
183, 284, 287, 302, 350 

Magical Illusions 104, 105 
magical transformation 202 
magician's illusion 223 
Mahllbhijiilljiillnllbhibhu 249 
Mahakll~yapa 307, 348 
Mahllmaudgalyllyana 324 
Mahapariniroli'1J,Q, Satra 9, 47, 

60,62, 70, 74, 78, 81, 87, 89, 
95, 125-127, 130, 152, 153, 
154, 165, 178, 185, 186, 188, 
190, 191, 192, 195, 197, 199, 
203, 204, 222-225, 227, 228, 
230, 231, 233, 234, 238, 240, 

241, 243, 250, 252, 254, 281-
283,287-291,293,295,296, 
300,303,304,308,309,311-
313, 315-318, 324, 329-331, 
333-341, 343, 344, 346, 347, 
351, 354, 356 

(Abhidharma-)mahilvibhii~li Sastra 
237,286,287,324,325,344 

Mahllyllna 1, 6, 10, 14, 18, 19, 
29,39,70-72, 77, 78, 95, 
102, 111, 116, 127, 132, 135, 
137, 139, 143, 147, 153, 165, 
166, 170, 178, 188, 191, 199, 
200, 205, 208, 209, 225, 231, 
232,245,246,254,255,267, 
269,287,302,307,314,323, 
326,329,331,333,334,336, 
341,342,348,349,352 

Mahayana sa'lf'graha 251, 308, 
352, 353 

Mahllyana sOtras 19 
Mahdvara 278, 293 
Maitreya 243, 250, 306 
Mafiju~rI 144, 165, 235, 249, 

282,291,298,340,342 
marwmayakliya 328 
ma~i-jewel 244 
Mllra 172, 199,289,313 
mIlrga-satya 227 
mIlrgajnatli 116, 276 
marks of the dharmas 179, 283 
matching terms 100 
meatless chestnut 107, 274 
medicinal herbs, parable of 183, 

283,284,315,318,330,331 
mediocre wisdom 229, 339 
Meditation Satra 42 
Mental Disengagement 102 
Mental Negation 102-105 
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miao 15, 170, 286, 290 
Miao shlng ting ching 144, 235 
miao-fa 124, 164, 167, 175 
Middle 61, 74, 81, 110, 116, 

121, 122, 123, 143, 144, 148, 
150-153, 156 

Middle Path 3-15, 38, 50, 53, 
55,61,84,85,90-96,118-
120, 122, 124, 125, 128, 131, 
133, 144, 148-153, 156, 180, 
189-193, 212, 215, 224, 241, 
247, 252, 253, 255, 275, 277, 
300, 308 

Milk (Teachings) 176 
mind 135, 295, 299 
mind-born body 140 
mind-only philosophy 312 
minute dust-like obstructions 

179 
Mo ho chih kuan 8, 12, 58, 68, 

97, 114-117, 121, 123, 141, 
152, 154, 156, 199,219, 253, 
261, 270, 278, 280, 294, 312, 
316,317,331,335,345,353, 
354 

moment of consciousness 12, 
280 

moon 138, 208, 254, 354, 355 
Mt. Grdhrak0t:a 347 
Mt. Nan-yiieh 177 
Mt. She 112 
Mt. T'ien-t'ai 97, 114, 154 
MiiJamadhyamakakiirika 1,3-16, 

18, 21,22, 32, 33, 35,38, 48, 
52-54, 56, 59, 81,92, 98, 
108, 116, 121. 153, 195,201, 
203, 212, 218, 222-224, 233, 
236,259,260,263,264,267, 
270, 271, 309, 310,314, 326, 

329,331,332,341,344,348 
mundane I, 5, 7, II, 14, 24, 32, 

39,40,59,60-62,64,65,67, 
68,73-76,88,89,90,93,94, 
106, 108, 109, 118, 146, 147, 
150, 152,237-244,246, 252, 
253,347,353 

mundane truth I, 7, 13, 14, 36, 
55,59-67,72,74,76,84,85, 
88,90-93,95,96,99,103, 
107-109, 118, 14~153, 190, 
238,345,346,347,355 

mustard seed 196, 239 
myriad phenomena 102, 104 

Nagarjuna 1,4, 5, 7, 8, 14, 16, 
52, 116, 155, 259, 260 

Nakamura Hajime 7, 38, 260, 
265 

niimarilpa 180, 216 
name-and-form 138, 213, 215-

218, 220, 222, 225 
Nan Ch'i shu 106 
nUilrtha 171 
nature 1,2,5, 11, 17,25,29, 

30, 49, 54, 73, 77-80, 83, 
100, 102, 107-109, 116-119, 
124, 125, 129, 131-133, 135, 
137, 143, 144, 146, 153, 154, 
175, 178, 180, 181, 183-188, 
190, 192-197,209,213, 214, 
219, 224, 227, 230, 238,277, 
278, 284, 288, 290, 292-294, 
300, 302, 303, 305, 306, 309-
312,314-318,323,333,336, 
340,341,343,349,352,356 

nature-emptiness 100 
neither arising nor perishing 8, 

9, 12,52,55, 138, 140, 141, 
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143, 200,201, 212, 218, 221, 
222, 232, 338, 341, 342 

neither horizontal nor vertical 
181, 207, 293 

New Sanlun School 97 
nihilism 84, 278 
nine-fold (HInayana) scriptures 

331 
nirodM-satya 82, 227 
niroiiTJ,Q, 6, 19, 20, 23, 29, 34, 

36,40,41,51, 59, 72, 78, 83, 
84, 118, 120, 122, 136, 139, 
140, 143, 156, 165, 166, 168, 
173, 187, 192,202,203,221, 
223,229,255,260,269,284, 
287,288,293,308,309,310, 
314, 315, 330, 334, 337, 338, 
340,351,354 

nitya-dT$ti 26, 36 
no truth 13, 15, 137, 138, 154-

155,254-255,356 
no self-nature 108 
no suffering 338 
Noble Practice 233, 318, 336 
noble womb 226, 333 
non-differentiation 88, 198 
non-duality 23, 55, 72, 113, 

127, 149, 151, 153, 154, 165, 
172,243,269,275,276,282, 
287, 290, 338, 345 

non-emptiness 22, 53, 107, 111, 
117, 147, 148, 149,225,239, 
241,242,243,245,274,346 

non-existence 14, 22, 23, 35, 
36, 37, 49, 54, 55, 61, 62, 64, 
66, 73, 80, 81, 90, 92, 94, 95, 
101, 103, 109, 149,243, 345 

non-mundane 76, 118, 148,241 
non-suffering 229 

Northern Ch'i 115 
number of dharmas 179 

objective reality 124, 135, 137, 
138, 144,209, 272, 311, 319, 
356 

once-returner 188, 304 
one reality 6, 12 
one truth 13, 15,20,41,63,82, 

83, 121, 124, 137, 138, 154, 
207, 211, 212, 231,248, 251, 
254,255,262,267,317,323, 
339, 356 

one-in-three 7, 253 
Oneness of Persons, Practice, 

and Reality 127, 129, 171, 
177,288 

Oneness of Teachings 287 
Only Consciousness 103, 105 
ontological reality 65 
ontology 4, 5, 16, 260 
ordinary language 2, 25 
Original Non-Being 98, 99, 

100, 101, 110 
other-power 211 
Outline of the Four Agamas 39 

Paftcavi1{l.§ati-sllhasrikil-prajiiii­
pdramitii Sutra 18, 21, 24, 30, 
31, 33,35,46,47, 52, 100, 
101, 112, 113, 130, 147, 148, 
171, 173, 178, 199, 223, 224, 
232,239,240,241,243,271, 
273,275,289,291,296,313, 
330, 340, 341 

p'an-chiao 17, 72, 77 
parable of the jewel 284 
parable of the plants 318 
parable of the rain 302 
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Param:trtha 45, 309, 326, 352 
paramilrthasatya 1-3,6, 14, 15, 

21, 22, 24, 35,36,40,41,48, 
59,62,67,72,74-77,79,80-
82,84,99, 101, 103, 104, 
112-114, 144, 146, 148, 149, 
202, 212, 238, 269, 273, 297, 
314, 337 

paramilrthika siddMnta 23, 24, 27 
paratantra-svabhiiva 2 
parikalpita-svabhiiva 2 
parin#panna-svabhiiva 2 
parinirva1J,a 313, 337 
P'a-sa ying lo ching 324 
Path 8, 40, 41,45,87, 104, 112, 

141-143, 168, 187, 247, 249, 
274,288,320,322,335,351 

peSt 216 
Pen-mo Yu-wu 270 
penetrating knowledge 204 
perfect and immediate cessation 

and contemplation 121 
Perfect Teaching 10, 11, 120, 

124, 136, 138, 140, 147-149, 
151, 152, 171, 196,201,202, 
205, 206, 223, 224, 225, 232, 
235, 242-246, 253, 280, 294, 
305,308,317,318,323,332, 
333,340,342,346,348 

personal pronoun 21, 22 
PhalaguQa 25 
Phiilagu1J,a-siltra 25 
phala 214 
phenomena 2, 9, 10, 11, 12, 22, 

23,24,27,32,35,60-66,68, 
72-76,79, BO, B5,95, 100-
103, 105-107, 110, 111,113, 
119, 130, 136, 139, 14B, 172, 
202, 214, 221, 229, 230, 239, 

264, 268, 272, 273, 27B, 292, 
295,310,314,336, 33B, 345 

philosophy 1, 2, 4, 8, 15, 16, 
IB, 19,21,29,45,53,58,69, 
Bl, 82, 97, 116, 123, 133, 
154, 155, 156,259, 260,262, 
271,272, 277, 27B, 2B3, 2B5, 
292, 310, 312 

Pin-lo ching 314 
Pingala 260 
place of treasures 165, 169, 287 
power II, 20, 25, 31, 131, 137, 

174, 175, lBO, IB4, IB5, IB7, 
IBB, 190, 198, 199, 205, 208, 
209, 211, 227, 275, 291, 292, 
296,307,334,335,337,348 

pratipak#/ta siddMnta 23, 26 
pratipauru#ka siddMnta 25, 23 
praJakhil 216 
Practice of Disease 31B 
Practice of Peace 179, 295 
practice of practice 304 
practice of wisdom 304 
praftUI-wisdom 7B, 140, 165, 

243, 246, 293, 304, 332 
praftUIparamita 10, 46, 47, 78, 

170,171,190,200,275,290, 
291,304,316,333,340,347 

Prajiiaparamitll SUlra of the 
Benevolent Kings 45 

Prajiiaparamita SUlras 7B, B9, 
127, 199, 201, 249, 313 

prajnaptirupaddya 3, 5, Bl, 310 
prapaiU:a 28, 204, 221, 245, 255, 

348,356 
Prasannapadd 259, 260 
pratityasamutpada 2, 3, 4, 24, 32, 

33,36,64,77,79, Bl, 13B, 
139, 140, 207, 211, 286, 310, 
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314,317,324,325,326,327, 
329,335,342 

pratyekabuddha 11, 12, 132, 
139, 182, 187, 189, 223, 286, 
290, 301, 306, 333, 335, 349 

Pravrajita 28 
preta II, 24, 132, 184, 186, 213 
Prince Chao-ming 57,58,65, 

68, 87 
principle ofreality 112 
prodigal son, parable of 283, 

285 
profane I, 156 
Pure Practice 191, 318 
pure realm 1 
purified or consummated na-

ture 2 
P'u sa phi. yeh ching 50, 52 
P'u sa ying to ching 50 
P'u sa ying to pin yeh ching 50 

Radha 105 
rak$asa 310 
Ratnagotravibhiiga 139,220, 221, 

267,327,328,329,331 
real existence 9, 79, 146, 147, 

239,240,245,247,278 
real truth 7, 13, 14, 32, 35, 36, 

48, 49, 55, 59-62, 64, 65-68, 
75, 76, 80, 84, 8S-96, 99, 
103, 107-109, 112, 114, 136, 
142, 143, 146-153, 202, 229, 
230,238,243,247,254,264, 
269, 276, 337, 338, 340, 346, 
349,353,355 

realm beyond conceptualiza­
tions 337 

realm of desire 217, 287 
realm of form 188, 217, 218, 

287 
realm of the anagamin 337 
realms of existence 9, 11, 207, 

319 
rebirth 26, 84, 133, 138, 140, 

165, 188, 189, 191, 192,211, 
213-217, 220, 221, 223, 282, 
305,306,308,319,343 

repetitive results 131, 184, 186, 
188, 191, 192 

resultant reward 134, 191,307, 
308 

results 11, 124, 128, 131, 132, 
167,171, 179, 180-182, 184-
187,193,213-215,222,227, 
304,336,337,352 

retribution II, 24, 85, 131. 132. 
133. 134. 180, 184. 186, 187. 
188, 190, 191. 192,208,265. 
304,307,308,323 

retributive results 186. 191. 192 
rodent-gnawed chestnut 107 
rilpa-citta 303 

sacred 1, 156 
~a4IJ,yatana 216 
Saddha1"1TllJ,-smrtyupasthana Satra 

213 
Sadd/w,rmapu1J4,anka Satra 15. 

164 
Saddharmapu1J4,arfka Satra 

UpadeJa 248, 350 
S04paramitasa1[tgraha Satra 47 
sakrdagamin 246 
Sakyamuni 42. 166. 169.209, 

235, 249, 250. 276. 279, 285. 
288, 305, 310, 313. 325, 342. 
343. 350 

samildhi 39. 48, 78, 83. 190. 
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197,207,210,277,291,297, 
304,321,343 

Samantabhadra 179, 298 
Samantabhadra-bodhisattva-

dhyiinacarytidharma iamatha 117 
iamatha-vipaJyanti 277 
sa"whogakaya 307 
Sarpghabhara 126 
Sarpghavarman 336 
sa1{lketa 265 
sa1[lSkiira 216, 220, 323 
sa1[lSkrta-dharma 26, 214 
samudaya-satya 227 
safPvrti 5 
safPvrtisatya 1, 2, 3, 6, 14, 15, 

21, 23-27, 32, 33,35,36,39, 
40,41,49,53,59,62,65,72, 
75-81, 84, 85, 95,99, 101, 
103, 104, 106, 112-114, 144, 
146,148,149,238,269,273 

samyaksafPbuddha 309 
SafPyuktiibhidharmahrdaya Siistra 

227, 335, 336 
SafPyuktiigama 299 
SafPyuttanikiiya 263 
San fa tu lun 39, 68, 75 
San-tsung lun 98, 106 
sands of the Ganges River 78, 

80,170,229,230,306 
Sanlun 16,97, 98, 100, 106, 

112, 114, 264, 269-272, 275, 
287, 315 

Sariputra 31, 244, 275, 282, 
291, 314, 295, 351 

sarviikiirajiiatii 116, 277 
Sarvastivada 27, 28, 299 
Sarvastivadin 18 
saruadharma 32, 180, 183 
saruajMjMna 309 

saruajna 119, 243, 327, 331, 346 
saruaftiata 116, 276 
siJ.srava-dharma 303 
Sata Sastra 89 
satya 41, 228 
Satyasiddhi Sastra 18 
secret store 174,207, 211,226, 

351, 352 
self-existence 74 
self-existent Being 4 
self-nature 84, 102, 108, 113, 

142, 228, 276 
self-essence 196 
Seng-ch'ien 65 
Seng-chao 16, 18,33-37, 38, 

48,55,62,98,100,102,109, 
110,127,170,263,264,272, 
287 

Seng-jui 100 
Seng-min 58,67,68,69,82,87-

90,95,144,236,268,344 
Seng-tao 57 
Seng-yu 43 
sentient beings 1, 11, 24,25, 

31-33,49, 54, 65, 80, 84, 85, 
112, 119, 124-126, 128-130, 
133, 135-137, 145, 146, 152, 
165, 167, 169, 176-179, 183, 
184, 186, 188, 190, 196, 197-
199,204,206,208-211,214, 
223,230,237,247-251, 271, 
273,275,277,283,285,290, 
292-295,299,302,305-307, 
309,310,312,314,315,317-
319,321, 323, 329-331, 333, 
339,345,347,354 

Serindia 18 
Seven TI-ends 98, 99, 100, 111 
Shakusen IWgi 291, 282, 288, 
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309,324,326,342,344,345, 
346, 347, 348, 351, 355, 356 

Shan men hsilan i 101, 103-105, 
107, 111, 272 

shared 10, 123, 124, 164, 165, 
166,167,196,249,280,282, 
285, 294, 317, 318, 333, 342, 
346, 348 

Shared Teaching 10, 12, 120, 
127, 133, 136, 138, 143, 147, 
148, 166, 170, 188, 189, 195, 
201,202,223,232,235,236, 
240, 242, 244-246, 280, 287, 
305,306,317,323,326,331, 
342,345,346,348 

She-lun school 326, 327, 352 
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skandha-ayatana-dhiltu 239 
skillful means 10, 11, 25, 27, 

33,245,246,248,249,275, 
302 

skillful painter 21 9 
small trees 223, 331 
spar1a 216 
spontaneous 8, 9, 10, 125, 141, 

142, 143, 144, 187, 226, 227, 
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296, 304-306, 314, 322, 329, 
330-335, 338--341, 346--348 

8rimalade'lJi Satra 78, 79, 139, 
142, 143, 144, 230, 231, 252, 
305, 327, 328, 333-335, 337, 
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Subtle Dharma 124, 128, 129, 
130, 164 

Subtle Objects 124 
subtlety 124, 135, 136, 137, 

152, 167, 168, 170, 175, 178, 
179, 200,202, 2~3, 204, 205, 
206,207,208,234,238,245, 
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Tz'u ti ch'an min 304 
m'Qii. 216 
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