£} Routledge

-1 Taylor &Francis Group

Journal of Heritage Tourism

Heritage
& Tourism

ISSN: (Print) (Online) Journal homepage: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjht20

Heritage tourism and terrorism: media coverage
of the destruction and rebuilding of Jahanabad
Seated Buddha in Pakistan

Farhad Nazir, Ana Maria Caldeira & Claudia Seabra

To cite this article: Farhad Nazir, Ana Maria Caldeira & Claudia Seabra (2023): Heritage tourism
and terrorism: media coverage of the destruction and rebuilding of Jahanabad Seated Buddha
in Pakistan, Journal of Heritage Tourism, DOI: 10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701

8 © 2023 The Author(s). Published by Informa
UK Limited, trading as Taylor & Francis
Group

@ Published online: 02 Mar 2023.

\J
CA/ Submit your article to this journal &

|||I| Article views: 196

A
& View related articles '

View Crossmark data &'

CrossMark

Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalinformation?journalCode=rjht20


https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=rjht20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjht20
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701
https://doi.org/10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=rjht20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=rjht20&show=instructions
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-03-02
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-03-02

Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group

8 OPEN ACCESS W) Check for updates

Heritage tourism and terrorism: media coverage of the
destruction and rebuilding of Jahanabad Seated Buddha in
Pakistan

JOURNAL OF HERITAGE TOURISM
https://doi.org/10.1080/1743873X.2023.2181701

39031LN0Y

Farhad Nazir @@, Ana Maria Caldeira ©@ and Claudia Seabra

Faculty of Arts and Humanities, CEGOT - Centre of Studies on Geography and Spatial Planning, University of
Coimbra, Coimbra, Portugal

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY

This paper scrutinizes the media coverage regarding Jahanabad Seated Received 1 December 2022

Buddhist statue, in Pakistan, considering both its destruction in 2007 Accepted 11 February 2023

and the subsequent restoration campaign, using content analysis of

audio-visual and textual news. Based on 41 online news archives )

(broadcast on national, regional, and global news outlets), the findings Jahanabad Seated Buddhist
Ately o ot o statue; terrorism; heritage

unravel the marginalized narratives of the local community. Digitally tourism; second-chance

mediated community activism appeared as a significant dimension tourism; media; Pakistan

amidst both the destruction and rebuilding periods. Concomitantly,

antithetical to the grammar of violence disseminated by radicals, the

grammar of compassion emerged. Also based on the content analysis,

we found that the tourism value of this heritage asset contributed to its

safeguarding and rebuilding. The interplay of these aspects promotes,

in a certain way, Jahanabad Seated Buddhist statue as a second-chance

tourism site, in in-situ and ex-situ forms. This study offers relevant

theoretical, institutional, and managerial implications regarding the site

under analysis and other threatened heritage sites.

KEYWORDS

Introduction

Heritage and terrorism have had turbulent encounters in the last two decades. Notably, vandalism
and iconoclasm have been the driving forces behind terrorist attacks on heritage sites in recent
years (Ahmed & Oumer, 2023). The surge in attacks altered international security politics and
necessitated the implementation of a securitization mechanism for the protection of these sites
(Christensen, 2022). Furthermore, to avoid future escalation among religious groups during
cooperation initiatives for the safeguarding of heritage sites, the objectivity of heritage protection
has been asserted as central (Isakhan & Akbar, 2022). Heritage diplomacy, which is a policy tool
of the European Heritage Label (EHL), has been presented as an effective counter-terrorism policy
to safeguard heritage assets from conflicts and extend support to non-EU countries as well (Méki-
nen et al., 2023). Similarly, media sources played a pivotal role in informing and alarming the
stakeholders of heritage to activate the resources for the sustainability of these assets and their
successive handing over to next generations (Rubio-Tamayo et al., 2021; Zhang et al., 2015).
The relationship between heritage, terrorism, and the media has been twofold. Conscious of
the universal value of heritage, terrorist groups have circulated their terror manifestos worldwide
threatening to destroy heritage wonders through all the latest media sources available (Seabra &
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Paiva, 2020). Additionally, negative stereotypes of cultural and theological facets have also been
overly associated with communities and religions, accusing them of stimulating, promulgating,
and participating in these events.

In tourism, which greatly benefits from the value of heritage assets, acts of violence or vandalism
can have differential effects (Groizard et al., 2022; Karimi et al., 2022; Pizam, 1999; Sun & Luo,
2022). On the one hand, heritage tourism has been noted as a major contributor to peace during
and post-violence as well (Anson, 1999; Carbone, 2022). On the other hand, violent attempts on
heritage assets with claimed embedded motives of religiosity, such as Islamic iconoclasm, i.e. the
destruction of religious images as heretical (Clapperton et al., 2017; Gonzélez Zarandona et al.,
2018; Kabir, 2006; Shanna, 2020) or political conflicts, as the Arab Spring movement, result in a
negative image of the countries. Amplified by the media, these incidents greatly influence the travel
decisions of tourists, even with no direct attempts on tourists (Groizard et al., 2022). Accordingly,
the impacts of crises on destinations have been characterized as macro level on destination devel-
opment, meso level on tourism business operations, and micro level on tourists (Duan et al., 2022).

The activism of community and religious obligations for protecting the heritage of other reli-
gions has been less theorized in academic discourse. The media too has been quite biased and partial
in disseminating the destruction and attempts at destruction in an increasingly sensationalist man-
ner, while the community role in protecting the heritage and religious teachings in shielding these
assets has only been marginally covered (Kearns et al., 2019).

Since time immemorial, cultural heritage resources have been subject to certain attempts by rad-
ical groups (Fernandez, 2020). Insights of religiosity and communal dominancy can be seen to have
been a factor in several attacks, and these groups have floated the message of religious victory and
dominancy over the oppressors and weaker segment of society (Ahmed & Oumer, 2023; Barakat,
2021). Notable mentions include, but are not limited to, the incident at Babri Mosque - India
(Shanna, 2020), Bamiyan Buddha - Afghanistan (Margottini, 2013), Palmyra — Syria (Kalaycioglu,
2020), Dessie - Ethiopia (Ahmed & Oumer, 2023); national and international media has covered
such incidents in detail and broadcast several audio-visual clips and comprehensive documentaries
about these attacks. Such destruction, besides the irreparable damage done, has stigmatized the reli-
gions to which these attackers’ groups were putatively affiliated to (Powell, 2011). The majority of
these groups cite Islam as their primary inspiration, which has led to the stigma of a religion of ter-
ror (Kabir, 2006), Islamophobia (Al-Ansi et al., 2022), and stereotyping of Muslims as terrorists
(Downing et al., 2022). In fact, the notion of terrorism has been permanently attached with this reli-
gion, even though several terrorist groups do affiliate themselves with other religions as well (Har-
mangah, 2015). For instance, the infamous Christian-inspired atrocities against the Igbo traditional
religion in Nigeria ensued in the destruction of numerous heritage sites (Nwashindu & Onu, 2022)
and the terrorist attack on two mosques in Christchurch New Zealand resulted in the killing of 51
Muslims (Mortensen, 2022). Even so, in theoretical and political debates, allegations against Islam
seem to be ever more visible (KhosraviNik & Amer, 2022). Such allegations have been continuously
refuted by Muslim scholars, and the majority of followers of Islam attempted to demarcate these
radical groups from the true teachings of Islam, which respects the rights of non-Muslims and
their property as well. However, there have been multiple attempts at destruction of heritage assets,
predominantly in the non-Islamic heritage areas in Muslim countries under the justification of Isla-
mic Iconoclasm and religious domination (Atai, 2019; Clapperton et al., 2017). Several non-state
actors, including Taliban and ISIS, have openly claimed the responsibility of such destruction
attempts, while disseminating the message of Islamic Iconoclasm (Barakat, 2021; Clapperton
et al., 2017; Gonzalez Zarandona et al., 2018; Harmansah, 2015; Rebat Al-kanany, 2020; Shahab,
2021). Similarly, support has been equally taken from the modern media outlets and channels
such as YouTube and TikTok, to spread the ideology of these radical groups quickly (Issa, 2021;
KhosraviNik & Amer, 2022; Marthoz, 2017; McDonald, 2014). However, to curb widespread pro-
paganda amid hostile circumstances, certain filtration and quantification approaches have been
developed to assist the counter-terrorism agencies in the deradicalization process (Sofat & Bansal,
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2022). Moreover, freedom of religion or belief (FORB) has been highlighted as a strategy to build a
universal consensus on cultural heritage protection in order to overcome the sacrilegious attitude
that has contributed to the widespread destruction of heritage monuments worldwide (Thames &
Scolaro, 2022).

Certain novel dimensions have been unearthed by academics working within theoretical areas
pertinent to our inclusion of the subject of digital media iconoclasm (Gonzéilez Zarandona et al.,
2018). Doing so has synthesized the media with the destruction attempts. In addition, such heritage
destruction has been widely corroborated theoretically and covered digitally in the limited geogra-
phies of countries like Iraq, Syria, Libya, Egypt, and Afghanistan (Azzouz, 2020; Fabiani, 2018;
Hammer et al., 2018; Kila, 2019; Matthews et al., 2020).

In the country of Pakistan, phases of militancy by Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, a destruction
drive has been carried out against the historical Buddha statue of Jahanabad, Swat. This campaign’s
objectives have been questioned, and resultantly, certain societal and theological dimensions
unveiled (Khan & De Nardi, 2022). However, the trilateral linkage between heritage destruction,
media propagation, and tourism has been minimally contested. Embarking on the same, after
four years of plausible restoration campaigns by the Italian Archaeological Mission, ancillary sup-
port by the Pakistani government and an active role of the local community, this has led to the suc-
cessful restoration of this second most iconic Buddhist statue in South Asia after Bamiyan Buddha
of Afghanistan.

From the reviewed literature and other sources, it is perceived that Bamiyan Buddha and other
heritage destruction incidents have been equally covered in media and academia, while in the case
of Jahanabad Buddha Swat, being the second largest in South Asia and equally important, this is par-
tially addressed predominantly in the geopolitical and cultural context of Pakistan. This study thus
proposes to analyse the news coverage by national and international media regarding Jahanabad
Seated Buddha Swat through media content analysis. This makes it possible to examine the prevailing
discourse in the written, audio-visual message of the print and media news reporting, highlighting
and focusing on this grey area by analysing the news reporting of local and international media
agencies before and after the destruction of Seated Buddha of Jahanabad, Manglor Swat.

This study is structured as follows. After the literature review, the employed methodology is
described. Then, results of the content analysis are presented and discussed. The paper ends
with theoretical and managerial implications, and future research directions.

Literature review
Heritage destruction and radicals’ manifestos

The frequency of terrorist attacks has grown exponentially in the last decades. Due to its random
and unpredictable nature, terrorism is destabilizing safety and security globally threatening civi-
lians’ daily life and all business sectors (Seabra, 2023). Tourism is one of the global industries
most susceptible to risk factors, especially terrorism. Past research concluded the strong impact
of terrorism in tourism demand (Arafa & Ledn, 2008; Chowdhury et al., 2017; Chowdhury &
Raj, 2018; Pizam, 2002; Pizam & Fleischer, 2002; Polyzos, 2021; Seabra et al., 2014; Sénmez &
Graefe, 1998). In fact, terrorist organizations are targeting tourism destinations, threatening the
sustainable development of tourism businesses and destinations all over the world (Ahlfeldt
et al.,, 2015; Baker, 2014; Bassil, 2014; Bassil et al., 2019; Drakos & Kutan, 2003; Feridun, 2011;
Fletcher & Morakabati, 2008; Kubickova et al., 2019; Lanouar & Goaied, 2019; Lutz & Lutz,
2018; Masinde et al., 2016; McKercher & Hui, 2004; O’Connor et al., 2008; Radi¢ et al., 2018; Teo-
man, 2017; Yaya, 2009). The media attention achieved by targeting tourists help terrorist organiz-
ations to reach global audiences, making terrorism even more frightening (Avraham, 2021;
Avraham & Ketter, 2008; Barbe et al., 2018; Choudhary et al., 2020; Spilerman & Stecklov, 2009;
Taylor, 2006; Ulginaku & Sarial-Abi, 2021).



4 (&) F.NAZIRETAL.

Terrorism has taken a new shift towards destroying heritage sites in order to reach the global
audience, particularly in the ongoing universal milieu. Heritage sites are becoming the favoured tar-
gets for several terrorist groups operating globally (Seabra & Paiva, 2020). Primarily, with the
attempts on heritage places having a heritage profile and touristic value, terrorists have been
quite successful in gaining the desired publicity and attention since these attempts generate strong
emotional impact (Seabra et al., 2012). Principally, in the last decade, the terrorists have successfully
orchestrated destruction drives on renowned heritage sites and conveyed their message to the
worldwide community regarding their embedded goals and objectives (Dib & Izquierdo, 2021; Gar-
dufio Freeman & Gonzdilez Zarandona, 2021; Issa, 2021; Rufiin Fdez et al., 2021; Shahab, 2021). It
appears that destroying such heritage has drawn a higher intensity of attention and concern of sta-
keholders of heritage and the international community as well as other interested parties (Spitz,
2021). In addition, the terrorists’ attempts on recognized heritage places reveal different aims
and motives. Shahab and Isakhan (2018) argued that through these attempts the radicals send a
message of power to the outer global stage. Another term, ‘cultural cleansing’, has also been asserted
by scholars as an activity causing the loss of identity and belonging of a community and that will
culminate in social integration (Bokova, 2015).

In addition, the existence of Heritage Protection Laws set by the United Nations Educational,
Cultural, and Scientific Organization (UNESCO) has also been vindictively superseded by means
of destruction episodes of terrorist groups (Scovazzi, 2021). Through these drives and with the
usage of media-oriented audio-visual streaming and textual narratives, the terrorist groups have
challenged the global powers and UNESCO’s rhetoric of protecting the heritage assets (Meskell,
2002; Seabra & Paiva, 2020). It seems that the radical groups understood the potential role of
mass communication in transmitting their message of terror to the global audiences in the early
stages of the introduction of social media technology (Weimann, 2005). In fact, McDonald
(2014) commented that such destruction attempts on heritage places and their communication
through media have changed the morphology of violence in the existing global milieu. Further-
more, on the side of the institutions, certain sets of legislative measures have also been taken to
counter such attacks on heritage places (Fernandez, 2020). Interestingly, theories have also been
corroborated in academia regarding the reverse impact of giving value to the cultural heritage in
the result of making it more vulnerable for terrorist attacks (Rosén, 2020). In the western context,
heritage-preservationism has been argued as another dimension emerging from the notion of
destruction and preservation, highlighting certain double standards of appreciation of heritage
destruction in the past and denunciation of vandalism and iconoclasm in the ongoing milieu (Hol-
torf, 2006).

The Swat region as a heritage place and tourist destination

Swat, also known as ancient Udyana, is an administrative district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
in Pakistan (Sardar, 2012). With exceptional scenic beauty and dubbed the ‘Switzerland of the East,
the Swat valley is nestled at the base of the Hindu Kush mountains, equidistant from Pakistan’s
capital city and the eastern border of Afghanistan. A cradle for several peoples and nations
(Smith, 1924), given the availability of water, productive land, and viable climatic conditions, the
Swat valley is one of the most famous archaeological sites of the Buddhist period, also guarding
noteworthy remains from ancient Gandhara, Indo-Greek, Hindu-Shahis, and the early Islamic
period (Tribulato & Olivieri, 2017). Its outstanding cultural heritage attracted both conservation
bodies and tourists (Olivieri et al., 2019). Fortunately, a majority of excavated sites of aforemen-
tioned civilizations are under consistent conservation and sustainability of Directorate of Archae-
ology and Museums and the Italian Archaeological Mission (Tanweer, 2011).

The focal site of this study, the Jahanabad Buddha, at the heart of Malam-jabba, a sub-valley of
Swat, represents the Buddhist legacy comprised of Jahanabad Buddha, Nangrial and Tilgram rock
carvings, and Malam-jabba stupa (Khan, 2011). The narration of Sir Marc Aurel Stein - Hungarian-
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born British archaeologist - is worthwhile reading in order to understand the significance of Jaha-
nabad Seated Buddha:

Of all the Buddhist relievos found on the rocks near Manglawar and miles up the valley the colossal image of a
seated Buddha some thirteen feet in height is certainly the most striking. It is carved on the vertical face of a
high reddish rock, high above the narrow terrace at its foot, and is a well-executed piece of work. (Aurel Stein,
2014, p. 89)

Such declarations by renown explorers and historians validate the significance of this statue amid
numberless explored and unexplored heritage sites of Swat. In the past, this area has pulled a huge
arrival of tourists, with exceptions given to the certain periods of natural disasters and insurgency
drives.

To facilitate incoming tourists, the hospitality industry, hotels, restaurants, guest houses, camp-
ing sites, tour guides, souvenirs shops, and entertainment providers, has witnessed a great deal of
development and contributed to the local and national economy. As for tourism demand, there is
no official data available specific to the Swat region. However, in Pakistan, tourism had been grow-
ing until 2019, when tourism was heavily impacted by the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in
2020. In 2000, 557,000 international tourists arrived in Pakistan, whereas in 2010, 907,000 inter-
national tourist arrivals had been registered, corresponding to an increase of 62.8% (The World
Bank, 2022) The World Tourism Organization does not have data on international tourist arrivals
to Pakistan since 2012, but in a governmental report, the Pakistan Tourism Development Corpor-
ation mentions 3.580 million international tourist arrivals in 2019, before the precipitous decrease
caused by the pandemic. This represents an increase of 295% compared to 2010 (PTDC, 2021).
According to the World Bank (2022), in 2000, Pakistan’s international tourism receipts were 551
million USD; in 2010, they rose to 998 million USD, corresponding to an increase of 84.0%. In
2019, before the pandemic, international tourism receipts reached 992 million USD, a decrease
of 2.2% compared to 2010, but still almost double compared to the beginning of the century.

Benefiting from increasing perceived safety, Pakistan was ranked the Best Holiday Destination
for 2020 by Condé Nast Traveller (2019). Previously, in 2018, the British Backpacker Society had
ranked Pakistan as its top destination for adventure tourism (Jamal, 2018), confirming the tourist
potential of the country.

Destruction drive in Swat and Islamic teachings

Insurgency in the Swat from 2007-09, besides casualties, economic loss, social and psychological
impacts, has also physically affected heritage places. Once a princely state of the Indian subconti-
nent, the Swat state has been merged into an administrative territory of Pakistan in 1969, resulting
in the creation of certain legislative, judicial, and socio-cultural challenges for the populace (Rome,
2011; Sanaullah, 2021). Engrained social roots in the geography of Swat have a close connectivity
with neighbouring Afghanistan and scores of Afghan refugees arrived in Swat, further worsening
the economic conditions of locals. All these factors collectively contributed to the formation of
TNSM (Tehreek-i- Nifaaz-i- Shariat-e- Muhammadi) in early 1990, demanding the Islamic Shariah
System for the socio-economic balance of Swat. Later, in 2001, the followers of TNSM allied them-
selves with the Afghan Taliban in the struggle against the United States and coalition troops. The
Swat chapter of TNSM has been transferred to Mullah Fazlullah, and in 2007, he established an
updated version of TNSM in the form of TTP (Tehreek-e- Taliban Pakistan) (Sanaullah, 2021; Strin-
ger, 2012). Soon after getting support from local religious groups, the TTP declared an open resist-
ance against the state of Pakistan and initiated attacks against government assets and personnel
(Yusuf, 2014). In addition, to gain public sympathy and grounded support, the destruction attempt
on the Seated Jahanabad Buddha was also carried out in 2007 (De Nardi, 2017). Interestingly, the
terrorist attempt to destroy the seated Buddha of Jahanabad entails a different message from the
insurgents to the public at large and outside world across the borders. Here, the purpose was to
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achieve the sympathetic edge among Muslims that there will be no room for the remnants of non-
Muslim heritage and Swat is a land of Muslims only with the legislative system of so-called ‘Sharia’.
In fact, discourse analysis of teachings of Islam, in Holy Quran, Hadith, Sharia and books of Fuqaha,
the rights of non-Muslims, their property, and protection rights of their holy worship places have
been corroborated multiple times. Critics may be drawn on the bias factor of these above-mentioned
citations and narratives. However, even non-Muslims authors have debated the holistic approach of
Islam encompassing the non-believers, condemning any violation against the civil rights of non-
Muslims as anti-Islamic (Michel, 1985). Teachings and practical implications suggest that in the
true essence of Islam, there is no such compulsion or motivation to destroy the property or worship
places of non-Muslims. Even so, the insurgents have used the destruction of Jahanabad Buddha as
a source of earning a place in the hearts of a zealous public. Despite this hope, the reaction of
the public has been fiercely opposing and condemnatory of this event. Certain events and clashes
among and between the local people and insurgents do occur over the protection of cultural heritage.

Rebuilding Swat and community activism

Soon after the military operation against the militants and radical groups in the Swat, there has been
an active role played by the government sector, private sector, non-government organizations
(NGOs) and Italian Archaeological Mission to rebuild the affected sites and infrastructure (De
Nardi, 2017; Olivieri et al., 2019; Tanweer, 2011). It seems that the public at large in Swat has
a strong affinity for these cultural assets, even if it belongs to a non-Muslim era and such affinity
is beyond the sacrilegious ideology. Their opposition has been exhibited through active partici-
pation of restoration campaigns of this seated Buddha. Owing to the unprecedented work of the
Italian Archaeological Mission, the state of Pakistan and local community, in 2016, the restoration
phase has been completed and the statue of Buddha has again stood steady against all the odds (De
Nardi, 2017; Lone, 2019).

Amid a significant increase in terrorist attacks on heritage sites, particularly in the last two dec-
ades, heritage and terrorism have been corroborated extensively. This study furthers this existing
body of literature, ascertains the narratives of media amid destruction and rebuilding drives at
the JB, and provides the novel avenues leading toward the potential of second-chance tourism
(Figure 1).

Uzbekistan 4 A
Kyrgyzstan |

Turkmenistan
« Tajikistan

Afghanistan

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

o

Figure 1. Jahanabad Buddha in a regional and local context. Source: Google Maps.
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Methodology

This exploratory study has investigated the audio-visual and textual material presented in the news
about the destruction and restoration of Jahanabad Seated Buddha Swat. Considering the socio-pol-
itical and cultural importance of the issue, a qualitative research line has been followed for a deeper
understanding of the news content broadcast by national, regional, and international news agencies
about the destruction and rebuilding of this significant seated Buddha statue in the province of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. Such content analysis of media or media content analysis has been frequently
adopted as methodology in several studies while contending with such research issues (Ahmad
etal.,, 2017). In a similar vein, this study has adopted media content analysis as the research analysis
strategy. However, there has been deviation from conventional studies in such a manner that the data
collection and data analysis has been divided into two separate segments — the destruction phase and
the restoration phase. Audio-visual news in videos and textual summary in newspapers have been
analysed in these two phases. Doing so has enabled the researchers to extract etic and emic viewpoints
about the destruction and restoration of Jahanabad Buddha Manglor, Swat, answering the research
question as to how the media has aired the destruction and restoration of Jahanabad Buddha Swat to
the outer world and what has been the embedded message within the content of these news.

Data collection

Data collection for this study has been done in a systematic process of phases, distribution,
filtration, and ultimate selection, suitably adopted in both the actions of destruction and restor-
ation. The destruction of this magnificent Buddhist statue was carried out in 2007, and
the media covered this incident to 2011, while 2012 is the landmarked year when the rebuilding
of this statue has been started and this ended in 2016. Considering this timeline as most impor-
tant in collecting, assorting, and analysing the news sources, we used the Google (www.Google.
com) interface. Official news sources of national, regional, and international media agencies have
been collected and analysed. The news sources included both the textual news and audio-visual
news. However, in both the phases of destruction and rebuilding, additional filters have been
placed to curtail the large number of sources available on Google and to be aligned with the
subjectivity of the research issue.

Audio-visual and printed news of internationally and nationally reputed news agencies have
been considered to have a wider perspective of the issue in hand. National, regional, and inter-
national news agencies which have broadcast the destruction and restoration news of the Jahanabad
Seated Buddha Swat, including but not limited to: Aljazeera English, British Broadcasting Corpor-
ation BBC English, Agence France-Presse AFP, Arab News, Deutsche Welle DW, Voice of America
VOA, Turkish Radio and Television TRT, World Is One News WION, South China Morning Post,
while the national media involved; Associated Press of Pakistan APP, Express News, Geo News,
Radio Pakistan, Dawn News, The Nation, Express Tribune and several others as well.

Destruction phase

The process of videos and print news selection has been very simplistic. For the destruction phase,
we used the search term of Jahanabad Seated Buddha Destroyed in Swat Pakistan’ on the main
interface of Google. To this end, Google has explored some 3,610 results, including 30 printed
news sources, 45 news videos, and large number of images. In addition to a large number of images,
these 75 news sources have been selected in the initial step. However, this number was also com-
prised of some individually designed documentaries and some repeated and irrelevant sources not
falling under the scope of this study. In addition, for the sake of relevance, recognition, and subjec-
tivity, only the relevant, recognized news videos, specifically about the destruction, have been con-
sidered. Moreover, period significance of the destruction phase (2007-2011) has further curtailed
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Figure 2. The statue before its defacement. 1989. Source: ISMEQ Italian Archaeological Mission — ACT.

the number of news sources. This filtration process has curtailed the number of news sources to 14.
These 14 sources represented the news sources of the destruction phase (Figures 2-4).

Restoration phase

For the restoration phase, we carried out a similar process of news sources selection, however, the
search term of ‘Jahanabad Seated Buddha Destroyed in Swat Pakistan’ has been replaced by

Figure 3. Statue after defacement in September 2007. Source: Geo News.
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Figure 4. Left: Rubble at the base of the damaged Jahanabad Buddha, September 2007. Right: The destroyed face of the Buddha,
September 2007. Source: Directorate of Archaeology and Museums KPK.

‘Jahanabad Seated Buddha Restored in Swat Pakistan’ on the Google search panel. Around 11,000
results have been searched out by Google, containing 44 news videos and 45 printed news and a
large number of images. Again, the process of filtration - recognized, relevant, subjective, and fall-
ing under the mentioned time slot (2012 - ongoing), has been carried out on this total source of 89.
Doing so niched down the sources to 27. In sum, we selected these 27 news sources on the coverage
of restoration phases.

In both the phases of destruction and rebuilding, in the final stage, we selected 41 news sources
(destruction phase: N = 14; restoration phase: N =27). All these textual news and audio-visual clips
belonged to globally recognized media agencies and reporting organizations (Web information and
hyperlinks of these sources are attached in Table 1) (Figures 5-8).

Data analysis

Content analysis of the selected videos and print news has been carried out by using NVivo 12. Pre-
vious studies on the issue in hand have also been exhaustively consulted resulting in the unveiling of
certain dimensions. These deductive dimensions include Community Heritage Activism (De Nardi,
2017), Islamic Iconoclasm (Clapperton et al., 2017; Gonzélez Zarandona et al., 2018; Harmangah,
2015; Rebat Al-kanany, 2020), and Islamic Holism (Rebat Al-kanany, 2020). Prior to themes gen-
eration, coding has also been carried out for the videos and texts, labelling the videos as V#1, V#2

... and textual news as N#1, N#2 ... . Such labelling has enabled us to identify and elaborate the con-
sulted sources in a more convenient manner. These labels have been extracted, keeping in view the
dominant words and phrases repeatedly used in the audio-visual and textual news content. Words
such as ‘peace’, ‘peaceful’, and ‘iconic’, and phrases including ‘Islamic militants destroyed’, ‘now
restored’, and ‘draw more tourists/tourism’, were identified and highlighted. Doing so enabled
the researchers to understand the central concept of the news content in a more thematic paradigm.
Moreover, during the theme generation, similar themes have been grouped as well. The data in the
videos and written news have been analysed under the preview of the above-mentioned dimensions,
however, several new dimensions have emerged. The results section below describes these inductive
and deductive dimensions that emerged eventually after the analysis of the news sources.
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Table 1. Links to audio-visual and print news sources.

Destruction phase

News source Link Code
1 Buddhist Art News https://buddhistartnews.wordpress.com/2009/12/31/pakistans-turmoil-endangers-its- N1
archaeological-treasures/
2 News18 https://www.news18.com/videos/india/buddha-destroyed-276362.html V1
3 Siddhartha https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqVmZ921Cww V2
Chabukswar
4 DAWN News https://www.dawn.com/news/265860/buddha-images-survive-blasts-in-swat N2
5  Asia Society https://asiasociety.org/pakistans-buddha-statues-under-attack N3
6  Buddhist Channel.tv.  https://buddhistchannel.tv/index.php?id=38,5614,0,0,1,0. N4
7  The Jerusalem Post https://www.jpost.com/international/islamic-extremists-try-to-blow-up-buddha-statue-in- N5
pakistan
8 TIME http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1950034,00.html N6
9  Maclean https://www.macleans.ca/news/world/radicals-vs-buddha/ N7
10 BBC News http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6991058.stm N8
11 The Indian Express http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/militants-try-to-blow-up-buddha-s-statue-in-pak/ N9
216188/
12 The Seattle Times https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/pakistan-buddha-statue-resists-militants- N10
attempt-to-destroy-it/
13 Express News https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhMrdp4AaG0 V3
14 REUTERS https://www.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-29479620070912 N11
Rebuilding phase
News source Link Code
1 First Post (a) https://www firstpost.com/world/buddha-statue-once-destroyed-by-taliban-resurrected- ~ N12
as-symbol-of-peace-and-resilience-in-pakistans-swat-4728181.html
2 Arab News https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWfXbdPQ900 V4
3 Geo News https://www.geo.tv/latest/120528-Historic-Buddha-statue-in-Swat-restored-nine-years- N13
after-Taliban-destroyed-it
4 Express Tribune (a) https://tribune.com.pk/story/1756539/buddha-statue-restored-swat N14
5  The Nation https://nation.com.pk/05-Oct-2020/pakistan-famous-hub-of-buddhist-heritage-artifacts- N15
across-globe
6  DAWN (a) https://www.dawn.com/news/1294246 N16
7 TRT https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puA2QAPCNNI V5
8  Gulf News https://gulfnews.com/world/asia/pakistan/taliban-defeated-by-the-quiet-strength-of- N17
pakistans-buddha-1.2250632
9  News One https://www.newsone.tv/trending-stories/stands-restored-buddha-of-swat-holds-on- N18
after-dynamited-by-taliban-in-2007
10  Scrollin https://scroll.in/article/821031/nine-years-after-taliban-defaced-a-historic-buddha-statue- ~ N19
in-pakistan-it-has-been-restored
11 First Post (b) https://www firstpost.com/world/buddha-statue-once-destroyed-by-taliban-resurrected- N20
as-symbol-of-peace-and-resilience-in-pakistans-swat-4728181.html
12 The Irrawaddy https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/asia/pakistan-buddha-attacked-by-taliban-gets-facelift. ~ N21
html
13 Voice of America https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dODyo5FPPVk V6
14 Kyodo News https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2017/06/a22949ab456d-buddha-carving-partially- N22
destroyed-by-militants-restored-in-pakistan.html
15  WION News https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_JRCBvLXn0 N23
16  Express Tribune (b) https://tribune.com.pk/story/349610/abandoned-heritage-in-jahanabad-worlds-biggest- N24
buddha-sculpture-awaits-tourists
17 Deutsche Welle https://www.dw.com/en/the-buddha-of-swat-in-pakistan-smiles-again/a-44643814 N25
18  Global News https://globalnews.ca/news/4329187/buddha-statue-swat-pakistan-restored-taliban/ N26
19  Daily Times https://dailytimes.com.pk/470979/buddhists-heritage-in-pakistan/ N27
20 NDTV https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/taliban-defeated-by-the-quiet-strength-of-pakistans- ~ N28
buddha-1882201
21 The Hindu https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/pakistans-buddha-of-swat-smiles-11- N29
years-after-taliban-blasted-him/article24400012.ece
22 Lion’s Roar https://www.lionsroar.com/pakistani-buddha-statue-destroyed-by-taliban-restored/ N30
23 AFP https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9FhiOUy3NM V7
24 Al Jazeera English https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_Tx_Jpp51U V8
25 The Diplomat https://thediplomat.com/2016/07/pakistans-vanishing-history/ N31
26 The Sunday Times https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/restored-buddha-is-a-symbol-of-hope-in-pakistan-s- N32
war-ravaged-swat-valley-jg3zjcnvd
27  South China Morning  https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/south-asia/article/2096920/face-jahanabad-buddha- N33

Post

pakistan-restored-10-years-after
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Figure 6. 3D imaging equipment was provided free by the University of Padua, Italy. Source: Dawn News.

Results

The analysis of two different phases (destruction and rebuilding) has been divided into two periods.
Firstly, the destruction phase ranged from 2007 to 2011, and secondly, the rebuilding phase ranged
from 2012 to ongoing. It is noteworthy to mention that the first destruction attempt was initiated in
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Figure 7. Conservator Fabio Colombo, who also worked on the massive Buddhas of Bamiyan, puts final touches on the Buddha'’s
face. Dozens of staff worked on the project, including 20 field workers, 6 restorers, and 2 3D-scanning experts. Source: ISMEO
Italian Archaeological Mission — ACT.

Figure 8. Statue after Rebuilding. Source: Koyodo News.

2007, and in the year of 2012, the first rebuilding campaign was started in a joint venture between
Italian Archaeological Mission and the provincial chapter of Directorate of Archaeology and
Museums, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Based on this categorization, the emerged dimensions and
their categorization in themes are discussed under the two below headings:
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Themes of destruction phase

State’s heritage passivism

News sources broadcast on the undesirable event of destruction have frequent mentions of the inac-
tive role of state’s administrations in protecting this magnificent statue. Despite falling under the
territorial jurisdiction of Directorate of Archaeology and Museums, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, no effec-
tive measures have been taken in securing this space from the imprints of militancy period. On top
of that, there have been several attempts made by the militant groups to destroy this statue and still
the state was unable to prevent this unwanted incident. The news contents on a number of
occasions have highlighted the state’s passive approach towards the safety and security of archae-
ological assets:

Pakistan’s Turmoil Endangers its Archaeological Treasures. (N#1)

In the absence of proper security arrangements, a historic rock-carved image of Buddha has already been
destroyed partially. (V#1)

Due to growing insecurity and lack of well-preserved strategy, some of these sites are fast losing its attraction
for the foreign tourists coming from different countries. (V#2)

Protection and sustainability of heritage sites have been a prime responsibility for the governments,
in mutual collaboration with UNESCO and other stakeholders. However, under certain financial
and social constraints, the state seems to be passive in sustaining the heritage sites (Kitungulu,
2013). Likewise, the scarcity of economic resources in a developing country as in the case of Paki-
stan and the utmost consideration on the fundamental civic needs undermines the significance of
heritage assets.

Iconic Gandharan representation

Narrations in textual news and audio-visual streams of video news covering the destruction inci-
dent have a compelling orientation towards presenting this statue as one of the most iconic in
the country of Pakistan, only ranking second in importance to Bamiyan Buddha of Afghanistan.
The historical and figurative significance of this statue has been mentioned in several news contents:

In a grim reminder of destruction of world-famous Buddha statues in Bamiyan by the Afghan Taliban, blasts
in Swat’s Buthgarh Jehanabad historical site on Tuesday damaged rocks engraved with Buddha’s images.
(N#2)

Dating from around the beginning of the Christian era and carved into a 130-foot-high rock, the seated image
of the Buddha was second in importance in South Asia only to the Bamiyan Buddha. (N#3)

Now there is only one such statue left - the Buddha of Jehanabad. A beacon of Gandhara heritage, the Buddha
of Jehanabad is the only remaining Buddha of its size and quality carved into the rock in the area. Standing at
23 feet, the 7th-century statue is considered the most important carving of its kind. It is unique, the most com-
plete and priceless remains of Gandhara. (N#4)

The iconic Gandhara civilization has been contested in several studies, highlighting the historical
profile along with occupation by many invaders (Behrendt, 2007; Blumberg, 1964; Burgess, 1900;
Ghani-ur-Rahman & Younas, 2018; Rowland, 1945, 1961). Concomitantly, in the news excerpts,
the significant status of the Jahanabad Buddha as a focal Gandharan piece has been emphasized.

Cultural holism

The drive of destruction has been encountered by grave condemnation by the local community. The
analysis of pictorial and textual presentation reveals the fact that the populace has disproved of this
attempt and considered it as culturally inapt and religiously intolerable. Despite having religious
heterogeneity with this heritage site, the Muslim community has disliked this attempt and conveyed
the tolerant perspective of residing community and strongly perceived this incident as an attack on
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the historical chronology of culture. The analysis of the news excerpts revealed such holistic stance
of the religion of Islam:

Islam teaches us to respect other religions and faith, but unfortunately some elements are disturbing the peace
in the Swat valley. (N#5)

Militants are the enemies of culture’, says Abdul Nasir Khan, curator of the museum at Taxila, one of the
country’s premier archaeological sites and a former capital of the Gandhara civilization. ‘It is very clear
that if the situation carries on like this, it will destroy our cultural heritage. (N#6)

There are many prophets who came before the Prophet Muhammad. Some people here believe Buddha
was one of those. He speaks of equality between men, so does Islam. He speaks about love, so does Islam.
(N#7)

What people of Pakistan has done with this place, we really admire, and we really thank you on behalf of all
Buddhist of the world, says Mr. Phallop Thaiarry (Secretary-General) of The World Fellowship of Buddhists,
Thailand. (V#3)

Cultural holism being a utopian social system has also been extensively debated in academia
(Abbott, 2020; Arensberg, 1981; Short, 2020; Varnum et al., 2008). In case of this statue, the popu-
lace has exhibited the holistic understanding regarding the existence, protection, and rebuilding of
this historical heritage marvel.

Islamic iconoclasm

Militancy in Swat has been based on the proclaimed philosophy of Islamic Shariah and it remained
pivotal in supporting this movement. In the name of Islam, the militants have executed a number of
attacks and raids. Similar intention and inclination towards religious affiliation has been narrated in
the news sources and this statue has been quoted as non-Islamic. Heritage destruction in Muslim
countries or by radicals Muslims has been mainly justified by Islamic iconoclasm (Clapperton et al.,
2017; De Nardi, 2017; Gonzélez Zarandona et al., 2018; Harmangah, 2015; Rebat Al-kanany, 2020).
During the analysis phase, the news contents have repeatedly narrated the dimension of Islamic
iconoclasm:

The area has seen a rise in attacks on ‘un-Islamic’ targets in the recent months. (N#8)

A group of armed men arrived in the village late Monday saying they were mujahedeen, or Islamic fighters,
and told residents they wanted to blow up the 7-meter statue, said villager Amir Khan. (N#9)

Islamic militants tried to blow up a statue of the Buddha carved into a mountainside in north western Pakistan
but did not damage the structure, officials and a witness said Wednesday. (N1#0)

Islamist militants in Pakistan have tried to blow up a seventh-century Buddhist rock carving in an attack remi-
niscent of the destruction of ancient Buddha statues in Afghanistan six years ago. (N#11)

The analysis of the content, while revealing the Islamic Iconoclasm, has a visible contradiction
with the dimension of Cultural Holism. Moreover, the textual or visual, voluntary or involuntary,
accusations on militants have resulted in defamation on the religion of Islam as an opposer to the
non-Islamic ideology and premises.

Themes of rebuilding phase

Heritage commodification

This section discusses the analysis of news sources containing the coverage of rebuilding phase
(2012-2106) and post-rebuilding as well. Reporting of news channels has a dominated element
of elaborating the touristic value of this site and the restoration of this statue as a passport to
pull arrival of tourists and eventual revenue. To this end, hegemony of commercial value of the
site has been visibly demonstrated by the locals, heritage stakeholders, and even the reporters:
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The Buddha sits in Jehanabad, the epicentre of Swat’s Buddhist heritage, a beautiful valley in the foothills of
the Himalayas. There the Italian government has been helping to preserve hundreds of archaeological sites,
working with local authorities who hope to turn it into a place of pilgrimage once more and pull in sorely
needed tourist dollars. (N#12)

Now popular again locals for its natural beauty, officials are hoping to draw more tourists to its ancient sites
and museum. (V#4)

The statue at one time drew a large number of tourists to the Swat valley, including Tibetan pilgrims and
archaeology enthusiasts. It is now hoped the restored Buddha statue would once again be able to attract people
from all over the world as well as from other parts of Pakistan. (N#13)

Now authorities are counting on the Buddha’s recovered smile and iconic status to boost religious tourism
from places such as China and Thailand. (N#14)

The Pakistan government is paying special attention to promotion of tourism and has taken a number of steps
including easing visa restrictions for the tourists as well as foreign investors for boosting tourism as well as
exports ... (N#15)

The essence of commercialization of heritage into a commodity has been discussed in several
studies, up to the extent that the original value of heritage seems to be lacking (Maior-Barron,
2019). Being subject to commercial value, heritage as a commodity been corroborated in number
of academic endeavours (Mbonyingingo et al., 2020; Salhuteru & Hutubessy, 2020; Salim et al,,
2021). It is pertinent to state that heritage assets remained and are a prime injector of revenue gen-
eration in the local, national, and regional economy. Predominantly, in the country of Pakistan, a
direct or inverse association between the heritage assets and monetary receipts exists. However,
compromise on the existential status amid mass tourism or over tourism would lead towards the
deterioration and permanent destruction of these heritage sites.

Destination re-marketing through peace

Successful rebuilding of this statue has been corroborated in association with the discussion on the
safe and secure conditions of this place. Comparison has also been made in news content between
the hostility in the past and peace in the post-rebuilding time. This is to say that the peace has been
utilized as a re-marketing tool for the motivation for the potential tourists:

The security situation here in Swat valley is very good and when we came here so the army assisted us every-
where and we feel safe here’, he said, adding that Pakistan had huge potential for tourists with diverse land-
scapes and rich culture heritage and people from across the world should visit it. (N#16)

The Pakistani army drove the Taliban out of the area, today its once again safe for visitors (V#5)

Now authorities are counting on the Buddha’s recovered smile and iconic status to boost religious tourism
from places such as China and Thailand (N#17)

A peaceful environment in the presence of a safe and secure layout at a destination has remained
a prior condition in the supply and demand sectors of tourism (Asongu et al., 2019; Farmaki, 2017).
Destination re-marketing through peace seems to be a functional strategy, predominantly in those
countries having a history of unrest and violent events. Having said that, the media source of You-
Tube has been conferred as a marketing tool while destination re-marketing. Peace as a rebranding
strategy has been discussed in several studies (Andreas & Hession, 2018; Castillo-Villar, 2020; Oka-
for & Khalid, 2021). Beside the typological scenario of dark tourism, mostly the tourist destination
choice hinges on the peaceful milieu. That is the reason why the reassurance of peace in the Swat has
been corroborated to re-divert the attention of potential tourists.

Heritage sustainability and digitalization
In the existing global milieu, heritage sustainability has been supported through technological and
digital applications. In addition, the UN Sustainable Development Goal SDG #11 says ‘Make cities
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and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable’ and its sub-target 11.4 exclaims
‘Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage’ and
these have been major guidelines for the sustainability of heritage assets of a country. The analysis
depicts the fact that there has been usage of advanced technology (3D-scanning) in the restoration
of this seated Buddha image, resulting in the approximate replica. This digitalization has been men-
tioned a number of times in visual and textual narrations:

Rehabilitation of the site has not been easy, says Luca Maria Olivieri, an Italian archaeologist who oversaw the
restoration of the Buddha. Carried out in phases, it began in 2012 with the application of a coating to protect
the damaged part of the sculpture. The reconstruction of the face itself was first prepared virtually in 3D, using
laser surveys and old photos. (N#18)

Some of the highly technical and experienced Italian experts worked in the conservation and restoration pro-
cess using 3-D technology for which we are thankful to them. (N#19)

The reconstruction of the face itself was first prepared virtually in the laboratory, in 3D, using laser surveys
and old photos. The last phase, the actual restoration, ended in 2016. Olivieri says the reconstruction is not
identical, but that is deliberate, as ‘the idea of damage should remain visible’. (N#20)

Usage of advanced technology in digital applications has been equally applied in the heritage sus-
tainability (Clini et al., 2020; Donghui et al., 2019; Preuss, 2016). Such digitalization of heritage has
empowered the restorers to exactly repair the damaged sites, returning the original shape. More-
over, usage of headsets of Augmented Reality and Visual Reality has been already introduced, elu-
cidating that heritage must be supported by the modern tech and digitalization. In the rebuilding
drive of this statue, such usage has already been executed to effectively restore it back to the original
shape.

Community’s heritage activism

It is quite evident to claim that a community’s heritage activism has been one of the most desirable
essentials for the sustainability of heritage assets. Absenteeism of the community from the heritage
sustainability campaigns and slogans has resulted in the hindrances for the objectives sets by
national and international sustainability organizations. Moreover, the community’s heritage acti-
vism has been regarded as a viable panacea for the sustainable life of heritage and its adequate trans-
fer to the next generations. Overall, the populace of Swat has conveyed the message of heritage
activism in these news sources. They own the heritage sites, even though these belong to the differ-
ent religions of Buddhism, Hinduism, and others. In acquiescence to heritage activism, the commu-
nity has contributed an active voluntary role in the rebuilding of this Buddha statue, as evident in
the news contents:

Maulana Shamsur Rehman, a leading Islamist politician in Swat, says the attack on the Buddha should never
have happened. Islam preaches freedom and protection for followers of all religions, he told The Associated
Press, and ‘in line with Islamic rules, nobody should have an objection to the repair work on the Buddha sta-
tue. (N#21)

As Pashtuns, we always welcome our guests’, Saad Khan, a 21-year-old local university student, said. Noting
the Swat district’s rich history and culture, he also said Buddha structures like the restored rock-carving
should not be targeted again ... (N#22)

Not a statue, not a statue of stone, this is my culture, they attacked on my culture, they attacked on my history
... (N#23)

‘Buddhists believe Buddha visited Swat spiritually, so the region is of paramount importance for his followers’,
said Suvastu Arts and Culture Association Chairman Usman Ulas Yar, who actively fought to preserve the
archaeology of Swat valley during militant rule ... (N#24)

For some, it was a wanton act of vandalism that struck at the heart of the area’s unique history and identity. It
felt ‘like they killed my father’, says Parvesh Shaheen, a 79-year-old expert on Buddhism in Swat ... (N#25)
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We don’t hate anybody, any religion — what is this nonsense to hate somebody? (N#26)

... surprised to see Hindu temples in Pakistan well-preserved, an impression that you do not from news
media. My visit itself threw up more surprises. I found Pakistan quite different from what I had perceived
it to be ... (N#27)

The community’s heritage activism has played a pivotal role in protection, promotion, and perse-
verance of heritage (De Nardi, 2017; Leeman et al., 2011; Pink, 2008). Concomitantly, in the context
of Jahanabad statue, the social tolerance coupled with inclusive religious teachings, paved the base-
line for such proactive attitude and understanding displayed by the local community regarding the
presence of heritage sites in the surroundings.

International heritage support

Several times, there has been discussion on involvement of an international agency (Italian Archae-
ological Mission) and its contributing role in restoration of heritage sites in the Swat valley. The
international archaeology experts have been framed in videos and written news while working meti-
culously on restoration of Jahanabad Seated Buddha. This international support for heritage restor-
ation has been celebrated widely in the media news, pointing towards the dependency on
international mutual collaboration for heritage sustainability:

Thanks to a team of Italian Archaeologists who carved the Buddha’s face to its original form, residents hope it
will revive Swat’s historical legacy. (V#6)

An Ttalian laid restoration mission has been working here for than six decades ... (V#7)

There the Italian government has been helping to preserve hundreds of archaeological sites, working with
local authorities. (N#28)

Forced to leave in 2008, Professor Luca has returned to Pakistan to rebuilt Buddhist statue ... (V#8)

The Italian Archaeological Mission holds a meritorious history on account of their archaeologi-
cal expeditions and campaigns. On the unfortunate event of destruction of Jahanabad statue, the
Italian government allocated sufficient funding to restore back this significant heritage assets.
The news contents, primarily in the post-restoration period, applauded these efforts:

The Italian government invested €2.5 million ($2.9 million) in five years to preserve the cultural heritage
and restore the six-meter-tall Buddha of Swat, depicted in a lotus position at the base of a granite cliff.
(N#29)

Nine years after its face was destroyed by Taliban militants, the famous Jahanabad Buddha has been restored.
In six trips, each lasting a month, an Italian-led team of restorationists has given the Buddha its face back.
(N#30)

Dr. Luca Maria Olivieri, head of the Italian Archaeologist Mission in Pakistan, says this region has many riches
of antiquity and the authorities need to bring all the historical sites under their supervision. Luca has been
working in the country’s Swat Valley for the past 30 years ... (N#31)

Similarly, the consistent approach of Italians primarily in the aftermath of destruction through
launch of physical restoration campaigns and financial stimulus packages has also been contem-
plated in the news contents:

An ancient rock carving of the Buddha that was blown up by the Taliban as militants overran Pakistan’s Swat
valley a decade ago has been restored after an international effort ... (N#32)

the result of repair work that began in 2012 and continued until last fall as part of a project financed through a
Pakistani-Italian debt swap agreement ... (N#33)

To fill the vacuum left due to heritage passivism of states, non-governmental organizations at
an international level seem to be active and participatory both at a financial and workforce level
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(Dupeyron, 2020; Winter, 2014). While understanding the importance of heritage sites across the
countries, and considering the country-specific social, economic, and legal barriers in sustaining
these, a cohesive and integrative model based on collaboration among countries would facilitate
the pathway of heritage sustainability.

Discussion

In line with the timeline of destruction and rebuilding phases and subsequent selection of news
sources, the below-mentioned resultant themes also depict variation in the state’s agenda and mili-
tant’s manifestos amid these events. On the part of the community as well, distinguished dimen-
sions emerged as broadcast in the news. For instance, in the destruction phase (2007-11), the
analysis of the news contents revealed the fact that administrative authorities remained inactive
and passive to protect this Buddha statue from militancy. Moreover, mostly in the news sources,
the iconic position of this statue has been mentioned as the second in ranking to the globally recog-
nized Bamiyan Buddha of Afghanistan. Its religious and heritage association has also been contem-
plated in the contents of news. In addition, a holistic approach of the local community has been
recorded, and they seemed to strongly condemn this attack and consider this statue as part of
their ancestral legacy. Embarking on the same, the attack on this Buddha figure by the militants
has been associated with Islamic Iconoclasm and militants’ motive behind this destruction has
been justified by their narratives of declaring this statue as un-Islamic and against the philosophy
of Islam. This is that, in news clips and textual narrations, destruction of Bamiyan Buddha has also
been discussed to connect this event with that one.

While in the rebuilding phase (2012-2016), the analysis of news sources pointed that restoration
of this statue has been foreseen to contribute commercial benefits. Apart from Universal Value of
Heritage, this restoration has been quoted to ensure economic stability from tourism activities.
Similarly, the eradication of militancy and resulted peace has also been contemplated as
a passport for tourist’s arrival. Several quotes have been made to highlight the peaceful milieu of
this valley with expectations to pull tourists arrival. In addition, the restoration campaign engrained
the state of the art sustainable and digitalized gadgets. Doing so, has been in alignement with the
SDG #11 ‘Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable’ and its
sub-target 11.4 which exclaims ‘Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural
and natural heritage’. Heritage activism of the local community has also been observed and broad-
casted on a number of times and physical assistance and moral support has also been provided by
the populace. Rebuilding of this statue has been supported by the community and volunteer par-
ticipation has also been ensured. This moral consolidation and participation validates the commu-
nity’s proactive understanding of heritage assets, even though it belongs to other religions and
civilizations. Lastly, international support for heritage and involvement of cross-bordered experts
has been emphasized as pivotal in the rebuilding of this historical statue. International assistance
in monetary terms, physical expertise, and technological cooperation is pointing towards the fulfil-
ment of SDG#17 ‘Partnership for Goals’. However, this support should be more focused towards
empowering the community as they are permanent stewards of these heritage sites (Figure 9).

Conclusions

The encounter of heritage and terrorism has left some of the most unforgettable physical and
emotional damage to heritage, to the cost of all mankind. Despite having universal value, heritage
assets were, have been, and are even now being relentlessly demolished and looted. Primarily, in the
last two decades, radical groups have updated their strategy of communicating such destruction
drives via media portals, to reach greater portion of global audiences (Gonzalez Zarandona et al.,
2018). In addition, attacks on renowned heritage sites have further energized the manifesto of
these groups and credited it as dominant to national and international stakeholders of heritage.
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Destruction Phase (2007 -2011) e Rehuilding Phase (2012 - 2016)

News covering

News covering
DesTRUCTION PHASE

ReBUILDING PHASE

State Heritage Passivism Heritage Commodification

Destination Re-Marketing via
Gandharan Icon Peace

Heritage Sustainability
& Digitalization

Cultural Holism

Community Heritage Activism

Islamic Iconoclasm

International Heritage Support

Figure 9. Sequential themes in destruction and rebuilding Jahanabad Buddha. Source: Author’s work.

Assuredly, the media portals have allocated greater coverage and airtime highlighting such drives
and the embedded philosophy of these groups. In the avenue of academia as well, these attacks
have been exhaustively brainstormed to unravel the motives and philosophies of doers (Fabiani,
2018; Holtorf, 2006; Rebat Al-kanany, 2020; Zhang et al., 2015). Despite a plethora of studies,
such attempts and their broadcast, and its synergy with the socio-geographical context needed to
be researched in a more in-depth manner. In addition, the narratives of local broadcasts in news
contents in wake of attacks and in the rebuilding phase, in comparative context, are also required
to be explored. This study in the general geography of Pakistan and focal locale of Swat - the heri-
tage jewel of the country, has been selected and the attack on the second largest Buddha statue in
South Asia and its rebuilding was the subject issue of probe. National, regional, and international
media news in newspapers and audio-visual clips on the destruction and rebuilding of Jahanabad
Seated Buddha were gathered and analysed critically in the software package of NVivo 12. Inductive
and deductive themes were generated from primary and secondary sources of data. Findings
revealed that heritage in Swat has been more prone to commercial value given by national stake-
holders and the sustainability dimension was an overlooked dimension. Moreover, atypical to
stereotypes of enlisting the heritage as non-Islamic, the local population demonstrated a cultural
holistic approach during and after such attacks and publicly denounced the terrorists’ moves
and participated in the protection and restoration campaigns. This holistic motivation confronts
the generic stigma of Islamic Iconoclasm behind such attacks (Clapperton et al., 2017; De Nardi,
2017; Gonzélez Zarandona et al, 2018; Harmangah, 2015; Rebat Al-kanany, 2020), and dis-
tinguishes the radical’s manifesto from the broader understanding and perception of
the community regarding the importance and credibility of heritage sites. Tehreek-I — Taliban
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Pakistan TTP, the responsible terrorist’s movement has sought to gain the sympathy of the local
community by using the Islamic Iconoclasm as a religious shield to justify this gruesome act. How-
ever, the community has refuted this narrative and demonstrated heritage activism. This active
approach is in alignment with the tolerant teachings of the religion of Islam emphasizing the pro-
tection of heritage assets of non-Muslims in Islamic lands (Michel, 1985). On the same front, the
militant’s message of power as described by Shahab and Isakhan (2018) has also been challenged
by this community’s rhetoric of respecting and sustaining the heritage assets. In a comparative
fashion, this community heritage activism may be conceptualized as Digitally Mediated Activism
of Community DMAC, which is a contradictory dimension to Digitally Mediated Iconoclasm
(Gonzilez Zarandona et al., 2018) and highlights the community perspective amid these attacks
and in the rebuilding phase.

In addition to this, this study has also contradicted the grammar of violence as argued (McDo-
nald, 2014) and substituted it with the Grammar of Compassion (community side). Concomitantly,
another embedded dimension prevailed in the contents of news in the domain of administrative
(state) authorities. Superficial appearance of this dimension has been connected to the commodifi-
cation of heritage or heritage commercialization. However, considering the encompassing hostile
milieu and long-run approach, this dimension may be regarded as Heritage’s Touristic Value
(HTV). This dimension, besides the immense criticism by the stakeholders of heritage, has an inter-
esting element of heritage shield formation. The more the HTV (state’s level) will be highlighted,
additional focus and consideration will be given to the protection and sustainability of heritage
site. In case of Jahanabad Buddha, this embedded dimension (HTV) has been observed, primarily
in the post-rebuilding period.

Concluding the discussion on analysis and emerging themes (deductive and inductive) of this
study, the findings establish a novel framework on the cross-roads of heritage and tourism that
is mutually beneficial for the stake of heritage sites and commercial side of tourism as well. New
dimensions of Digitally Mediated Activism of Community, Grammar of Compassion and Heri-
tage’s Touristic Value dominate over the agenda of a terrorist’s organization. Similarly, these
dimensions in a proactive context, pave the path for second-chance tourism (Bec et al., 2021), as
this Buddha statue has witnessed some of the unexpected destruction attempts. Now restored
back to a condition like before the attack, courtesy of the expertise of Italian Archaeological Mission
and 3-D scanning, this site offers insight into the heritage tourism potential in in-situ and ex-situ
(Bec et al., 2021) capacity.

Theoretical implications

For academia, this study stretches a scheme for further studies to unveil novel avenues. Emergence
of novel themes in heritage destruction and rebuilding would expand the understanding of scholars
working on this issue to consider the marginalized voices of community against the heritage
destruction and active participation in rebuilding the heritage sites. In a similar context, this
study demarcates between the radical approach of Islamic groups and a moderate version. This dis-
tinction is important to obliterate the religious dogma and stigma commonly designated to Islam.
While unravelling the embedded perspectives of community, stakeholders, and third-party media
agencies amidst the destruction and rebuilding phases, this study makes its academic position in an
obvious way. Dimensions of cultural holism and community heritage activism may prove signifi-
cant in future heritage research to understand the heritage destruction and rebuilding scenarios.

Institutional and managerial implications

This study entails implications deemed suitable for the institutions to consider. While allowing the
institutional stakeholders to revisit the heritage protection strategies, this endeavour guides towards
inculcating the community’s cultural and sentimental association with heritage sites in the
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heritage protection and promotion notions. For heritage custodianship, this study points towards
the community’s inclusiveness in decision-making. Comparative to the state’s administrative
authority to protect the heritage, a more realistic and sustainable heritage stewardship would
be achieved while emphasizing on the cultural and sentimental liaison of the community with
this heritage site. Primarily, amidst human-induced crises and natural disasters in developing
countries having limited sources to protect and sustain every heritage site, this frontline shield
may prove exemplary and effective.

For tourism stakeholders, this study underlays the cornerstones to simultaneously cope with the
commercial and valuation aspect of heritage. The notion of commoditization of heritage may be
proactively utilized to formulate a heritage protection shield. Avenues of heritage sustainability
on the roadmap of SDGs have also been sketched out in this study. These avenues may be focused
on the upcoming management plans and executions to mutually progress on the sustainability of
heritage and its commercial potential - a proposed agenda of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals 2015.

Limitations and future directions

This study contains contextual, theoretical, and methodological limitations. Future endeavours may
build on these to unearth novel avenues. First, it is limited to the news sources broadcast on the
destruction and rebuilding of this iconic statue. Further expansion may be made on contextual
and methodological fronts through including other heritage sites and choosing a quantitative strat-
egy. Second, this study has emphasized only the destruction and rebuilding phases. Further studies
may stretch the analysis timeline to the pre-destruction period to cover historical understanding of
the issue under consideration. Third, this study is constrained to the Buddhism heritage in
an Islamic locale, making it quite complex to generalize to the other heritage places belonged to
other religions and ethnicities. Fourthly, this study has considered the platforms of Google,
News Blogs, and YouTube, and further studies incorporating other social media forums including
Facebook, Twitter, Flicker, and Instagram are recommended (Table 1).
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